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Hi friend, a L(;Al%ﬂm'ﬂ

We've met here at the beginning of a new year after spending the last few
weeks reflecting on all the things that have happened—our dreams. plans,
and even dis.appuintments—-and what's yet to come, Our annual calendar is
our way of saying “thank you." Thank you for showing up, believing in this
work. and for making it possible for us to do what we do.

We spent 2024 leaning into being—being present, bold, vulnerable, and
joyful. And it's made the kind of difference people are talking about. One
program participant said at the beginning of a cohort experience, "This will
be a safe space 10 vent and fellowship with peers my age." At the
conclusion of our time together, she affirmed, “Y'all were just what |
needed." Even regular readers of our Black Girl Times publication speak on
our impact. Cherisse secott, founder and CEOQ of SisterReach shared. |
appreciate the content of Black Girl Times, because it centers the voices
and experiences of Black women and girls, Often, others attempt to tell or i
interpret our stories. But this publication centers us as the reproductive '

justice framework intended.”

i

This year were pushing further: our focus this year is doing. We showed up
in community, moved ideas to action, and we are committed to scaffolding

and scaling.

As you flip these pages marking your days and planning your own doing.
we invite you to grow and reflect with us and deepen your connection to
this work, Follow what we're up to. Share our stories. And, if you can.
consider increasing your giving. Every dollar—no cap. as young people used
to say—is an investment in the work, dreams, and the impact we can make
together for the present and future of Black girls and women in the

goutheastern US.

Here's to the next chapter of doing ...

W] itude.and solidarity,
nac.
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you have a degree o commitment to Black girls, women, and

other people who l1live in the communities where we live,

work, and love. Our 2025 calendar is a reminder to us all

nd reflect from day to day. You'll also find

jonal highlights, more about our work,

the holidays we observe (highlighted in

to stop a
organizat

ways to give,
pink) and holidays/birthdays we find noteworthy.

This year, we hope you'll join us in working

to create spaces of solidarity and
safety for those who need and

deserve it.




January invites us to

embrace new beginnings,

to set our intentions, and to

ride the winds of possibility. Toni !
Morrison's wisdom reminds us of

the power in letting go of what holds

us back and leaning into what carries us
forward. Reflect on what you're ready to
surrender—fear, doubt, hesitation—and
what you'll embrace instead. Courage,
curiosity, candor? Let'sdothe work of

letting go and welcoming in.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
28 g 30 T 2 3 4
Mew Year's Day z e
Haitian Independence Da estival o ep Day
ngiﬁzp&a Ends A Hanukkah Ends Gel your rest on!
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Zora Neale Hurston's
Birthday
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Charlotte Ray's Birthday
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Belly Laugh Day
Mational Popcorn Day Martin Luther Robert "Bob” Mases’ When's the fest time you
Chicago mik anyone King Jr. Day Birthday latghed 5o hard you crigd? Etta lames' Birthday
26 2/ 28 29 30 31 1
Mational Puzzle Day
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
26 7 f2 20 30 1 3z
Abolition of Slavery Day
Black History Month Begins
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
| Mational Women's Heart Day
Rosa Parks Birthday Natione Black HIV/AIDS

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Black Love Day

This day cenfers seff- g

M) al D i '

“G*'?;:'Ilj';li;iz il Valentine's Day
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

President’'s Day Teni Morrison's Birthday Mina Simone's Birthday
23 24 25 26 may 28 1
Hariagl mgmn's Ramadan Begins

2 3 4 q B 7 8
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SUNDAY MONDAY THUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Mational Black Women
in tazz Day

Mational Employee
Appreciation Day International Women's Day

g 10 11 12 13 14 15

Harriet Tubman Day

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Black Press Da

< ihacribe :f o -,:‘f._ international Day for the

T Blackwell's Birthda : — : : Elimination of Racial
Black Girl Times o celebrale! | Gbseruekd L Unita Blackwell's Birthday _ Spring Equinox | D-Iig,:r!fminaﬁ,jn ;
23 24 25 26 27 28 20

Ramadan Ends
| Dorothy Height's Birthday Aretha Franklin's Birthday Pearl Bailey's Birthday

30 S







In 2024, through investment from W.K,
Kellogg Foundation, we partnered with DSC
Training Academy (a Black-woman owned
company led by Willie Jones dedicated to
recruiting and supporting women drivers in
the transportation sector) and Refill Cafe,
With DSC, we were fortunate to work with 10

women who aimed to improve their lives
obtaining a commercial driver's license,
while also involving their children and family
members to ensure the family unit alighed
with their plans. The work with young women
- atRefill ranged from economic equity to
strengthening conflict resolution and soft
skills to professional maturity.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUES RACY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2€ 30 1 2 3 4 5
Elaci:ﬂfrﬂ;ngggi:;ﬁmy Maya Angelou's Birthday
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Mational Grilled Cheese Day
I's probably J'.‘rE'l.:'u’I alrice i35
Billie Holiday's Birthday G e ’;;i’;‘ﬂ::"ﬂ
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Elizabeth Catlett's Birthday Good Friday
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Easter
Volunteer Recognition Day Earth Day Ella Fitzgerald's Birthday
27 28 29 30 2 4
Coretta Scott King's

Birthday




ealth Awareness Month, a time to honor R
of tending to oUW minds and spirits. Zora F’F |
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3
Mational Black Barbershop
Appreciation Day Saptima Clark’s Birthday
4 5 & 7 8 Q 10
MNational Sleep Over Day
Stay Upor SnooTe in slyfe—
lanighl s for memones)
i 12 13 14 15 16 1/
Mather's Day
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Lorraine Hansberry's International Women's
Birthday Darg_fﬂr Peace and

Malcolm X Day isarmament
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Memaorial Day

Thelma ‘Mother" Hill's
~ Birthda
Colleagus, Alvin Alley,
refefred (o HIlL a8 “& rack.” Betty Shabazz's Birthday
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 Fi
Intergenerational Day Josephine Baker's Birthday Eid Al-Adha Begins e e oy

8 Q 10 11 12 13 14

HNational Best Friends' Day
Call text spend the day with, ar

hiatior your best friend loday
15 16 17 18 19 20 21

; International Da ;
Father's Day of the African Child Juneteenth Summer Solstice

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Octavia Butler's Birthday

Kawvame Toure's Birthday Lena Herme's Birthday
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Black Girl Summer is where all the
action happens .. at once. Black Girl
Summer brings an overlap of every

program and patrticipant. Young women B LAC K a G ‘ R L

spend days together learning about and
from one another. With cross-discipline
learning. sisterhood cultivation, a
rigorous schedule, and impromptu
TikTok challenge dance parties,
summer is all about being in the
moment and sleeping when you get

back hcme.’

SCAN ME

wstitutions young wowen
engdged n applicants accepted Wnto :

VEC-VHE'LW\E“‘{; +he ‘?ruargm ; ' -

This summer, we launched our fourth cohort of the two-year Reese|Brooks|Gilbert
(RBG) Collegiate Leadership Initiative fellowship. This year's innovative direction,
in partnership with signature sponsor Honeywell, puts an emphasis on science,
technology. engineering, and mathematics (STEM). This cohort boasts 10 young
women from four states, representing five universities. STEM fields are
predominantly white male-dominated spaces that often wedge out non-white
people, especially Black women. Our leadership development focus is to see
young women create positive outcomes for themselves and others in the future.

Collegiate Leadership Initiative

\We also owe a special thank you to the Ford Foundation, Oxfam of America, and
NOLA Lending Group for their commitment to Black Girl Summer.
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THE YOUNG WOMEN'S

POLICY AND ADVOCACY COUNCIL

What does the new Al revolution have to do with Black
girls and women engaged in policy work? It turns out Al
technology struggles to accurately detect the faces of
Black people, particularly those with darker skin tones,
and there remains minimal oversight governing the use

of this technology.
Three burgeoning researchers joined our

cohort for this year's Black Girl Research
Institute (BGRI), focused on Black

The 12 participants in our Young Women's Policy &
Advocacy Council (YWPAC) tackled difficult questions
like "How can we ensure policy oversight prevents new S maternal health. This year, we expanded
technology from harming Black girls and women?" and = N EU“C}TES iy ' efforts beyond research by
“What policies would you suggest, and how can we D SUEEEs g | owen LMY cstablishing the Black Maternal Health
S - _ Caucus for the State of Mississippi. The
mission of this caucus is to address the
U.S.'s maternal health crisis, eliminate
disparities, and advance policy solutions
that aim to improve maternal health
outcomes for all mothers. Additionally,
under the leadership of Dr, Rhonda
Matthews from Pennsylvania Western
University, researchers are focused on
food insecurity and legislative analysis.

implement them?”

This was just one of the many important issues young
women discussed during the YWPAC program, which
encouraged participants to use storytelling as an impetus
for policy development grounded in community. Our
YWPAC members explored their own stories and
identities, then ventured into their communities to listen
to the stories of elders and other residents. Capstone
projects emerged from those conversations, where
young women presented policy solutions tailored for

their communities to a small audience of stakeholders. Heartfelt appreciation to Pennsylvania

Congresswomen Underwood and Adams.
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minds us a form of

freedom pegins with the power W€ find within
ourselves with the audacity to dream boldly and
act de:isively, even when fear is presant. As we
coflect this month, ask yourself what freedom looks
like for you today, What does it ook like for those
you love and respect? What things are required for
this freedom to be actualized individually and

collectively for generaﬂﬂns to come?
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SUNDAY MOMNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2C 30 1 2 3 4 )
Patrice Lumumba's
Birthday
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Margaret Walker Mary McLeod Bethune's
Alexander's Birthday Birthday
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
sy o
and co-director of Freedem fda B ?&Eﬂm&ﬂs
Hause in Roxbury, Mass ay
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Women's Union .
Establishment Day MNational Cousins’ Day Hey, ‘:‘Lﬂf l-E,ES g‘?g you!
27 28 29 30 31 1
Hollis Watkins' Birthday
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nThe form of assistance

that women give 1n

political movements tO

men is just as crucial

as the leadership that

men give to those
movements. And this 1S
something that 1s never
recognized and never
dealt with. Because

women are always
relegated to assistance
and this is where 1

became interested in the

1iberation of women."
_ Kathleen Cleaverl
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
27 28 2 30 11 1 2
Black August Begins Cholowe Lumumba Sr's
Emancipation Day in Birthday
Antigua James Baldwin's Birthday
3 4 5 6 7 8 )
Friendship Day
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Ethel Payne's Birthday
Fayne was affectionatefy
Anna Julia Cooper's referred 1o &5 1he Firs
Birthday Lady of the Black Fress
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
MNat Turner's Revolt
24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30
Mubia Lumumba's Birthday 1
- Kathering Johnson's
National Eat Outside D : e :
Ol i f e it o 1y | Althea Gibson's Birthday Birthday
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" I am a Black woman who writes about 15.]::.01{.:?:”-'*:_;}?{,_ 5T

n  E T RS

n who works." B
R because 1 am 8 El_ac:k woma _ DY
b= | r;_-_'.l_. | . _.‘.. . : i " . .'-. — bell hﬂﬂks II,.?E'-:I-'_;::‘- g

-:"’"“” - We consider all "work," including paid, unpaid,
' - and exploited work. Labor Day is this month, and
bell hooks is a seminal example of the profound
P connection between labor and literature. Black
:3'* = - women writers have long chronicled their own and
 others' experiences of work, capturing the
resilience, challenges, and triumphs inherent in
labor, These narratives shed light on the
interconnectivity of race, gender, and class. How
can we honor and contribute to the canon of
literature or conversations about the significance of
Black girls’ and women's labor, equity. and the
dignity of work?
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUES DAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
31 1 2 3 4 5 6
Labor Day
¥ B Q 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Dbrnt%v'aughn's
Anne Moody's Birthday '.m‘-e'ﬁ.i !alﬁ% e
Have you read "Corming err mathemetician here, nol
Age in Mississippl” lately? e singer
23 22 23 24 25 26 27
Rosh Hashanah Begins Gﬁﬂf ﬁtﬂ?_jgl;ﬁﬂ“ Rosh Hashanah Ends bell hooks' Birthday bt sl
£ £% 30 - 3 4
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Piloted this past year, our
Community Supported Agriculture program (CSA)
has proved a positive, effective addition to the suite of

programs at The Lighthouse | Black Girl Projects. Jackson,

especially South Jackson, has struggled to get community
access to fresh foods. In our inaugural year, we built working
relationships with three local farms and provided more than

20 households with weekly deliveries of fresh vegetables,
eggs, fruits, and other value-added products. Because of this

work, we've also trained and certified volunteers as food
preparation specialists to help
collect and distribute the food to the community.
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“Down where we are, food is used as a

political weapon. But if you have a
pig in_yﬂur-backyard. if you have
some vegetables in your garden, you
can feed yourself and your family,
and nobody can push you around.”

— Fannie Lou Hamer
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
28 g 30 1 2 3 4
Yom Kippur
International Coffee Day
You know fiow we feel
ahout coffee at The
LR oos el
5 5] 7 8 9 10 11
Fannie Lou Hamer's International D&y of the
Birthday Girl Chi
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Black Poetry Day
ROSEs are 'ed / some
violets are biack / yol've
made if to today / you'Te
an the right track
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 2/ 28 29 30 31 1
Ruby Dee’s Birthday
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
26 7 78 20 70 31 ¥
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Use Your
Common Sense Day Mational Stress
They say common sense znt so | Aavareness DEI':.I'
carmimon these dayvs. Weall have § Fake amarment nght novw
i, thaugh, nght? to just breathe
9 10 11l 12 13 14 15
J. Califorma Cooper's
Birthday Veteran's Day
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Pauli Murray's Birthday
2
23 24 25 26 af 28 29
Eat with Loved Ones Day
(Thanksgiving}
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
. 1 2 3 4 5 6
Giving Tuesday
Doncte o The Lighthouse |
Black Girl Projects looal! |
7 s 9 10 11 12 13
Ello Baker's Birthday
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Hanukkah Begins Cicely Tyson's Birthday
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Hanukkah Ends Christimas Eve | Christmas Dy Kwanzaa Begins
28 20 30 31
New Year's Eve
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BGX as we call our online publication for short. is

where we invite those in close proximity and far, far

away to meet and share, learn, activate, and
provocate one another through news and culture
writing and mixed media. We trust we are the

experts of our own lives; and different perspectives

lend to the collective understanding, narrative and
culture shift. While a lot of newsrooms are
concerned about representation and diversity, BGX
is the diversity. And because we're rooted in the
practice of liberatory storytelling, a common
practice for Black folks universally, we use
journalism as our framework. We're not trying to
break news: there are people around us doing that
and doing it well. We want to add context to the
news and answer guestions like "How will that
headline impact me? What about Black people?

Poor people?” through our biweekly newsletter and |-

stories we publish from day-to-day.
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We know Mississippi has significant challenges with
childbirth mortality, particularly for Black women.

s The Black Women Vote Coalition (BWV
Mississippi Midwives Association to e
;rk':t'tfgf their birthing journeys have access t

C) spent 2024 planning and developing a

"Birth Matters" Campaign with the
nsure Black people giving birth in Mississip

pi, and those who serve them in

ces. This, on the heels of passing
- Which extended Medicaid Post-partum coverage

positioned to have comprehensive birthing
ittt experiences that care about them wholly:,

..........

To increase voter turnout and political education in rural Mississippi,
Nk k] a #WhySheVotes campaign and en
G prong strategy—digital organizing
S banking—helped base build, educ

Lighthouse staff and BWvC volunteers created
gaged voters in Sharkey-lssaquena, Copiah, and rural Hinds counties. A multi-
(data tracking, storytelling, targeted

ate, and decrease voter apathy.

[aq,
! Rawice f THAY
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ads, etc), grassroots Canvassing, and phone A i L
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

5 20) iy ! ._r' 1 E 3

MNew Year's Day

Haitlan Independence Day

- Kwanzaa Ends Festival of Sleep Day

4 5 & 7 8 Q 10
Zora Neale Hurston's
Birthday
Tl 12 13 14 15 16 1/
Charlotte Ray's Birthday
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Etta James' Birthday Mational Puzzle Day
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