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CO-Chair Letter…….

As we go into this holiday season I would like to share with you some of the things we can be
thankful for.
Our community- I am sometimes amazed at what this community is capable of. We have all
come together this year to supports so many great causes and families that It would take
almost a whole page to list them all. We have had no problems or disruptions at any of our
events and I would like to share this with you. Prior to one of our events, the host property
was concerned about hiring security and having so many bikers. The Albuquerque Chief of
Police stated that in his experience with this motorcycle community he has found us to me
well-mannered and not a security threat. When I heard that I was literally speechless for a
moment. You all have really raised the bar for us when it comes to behavior and interacting
with the public.
Our change in leadership- As many of you know there have been some recent changes to our
state lawmakers that hopefully will have a great benefit to our community and making our
roads safer. One of our greatest obstacles was voted out of office and replaced with a
candidate who took time to visit with us all, and pledged to listen to our needs and concerns.
This year we need our Bike Day at the Capitol to be larger than ever. We will have the
rotunda on February 25 starting at 1PM. We need to send a unified voice to our newly elected
lawmakers that laws regulating our way of life will be made by us, not by corporate interests.
We will be seeking new senators and representatives to support, introduce and back our push
for tougher careless driving bills.
My re-election and subsequent appointment to NMMRO Co-Chair- This has been an amazing
year for all of us. Coming together to support each other, taking care of those in our
community in need, caring for our fallen and their families, and never losing sight of who we
are and what we stand for. I am proud to represent this community and I am continuously
humbled by you when called upon. I can only imagine what this path has in store for us in the
coming year.
My Family- I am grateful for my family as well. My amazing Wife Vixen Scarlet, My daughter
EmmaRae and for the new addition to our family my granddaughter Nevaeh Rose. For my
parents and grandparents who have supported me along this journey, and of course my
extended family. All of you. I have heard that family is not always by blood but sometimes
those who are there for you each and every day. Those who ask for nothing in return and give
from their hearts. You are my brothers and sisters
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For all of this and for you I am Thankful.
Take a moment today to look back on this year. The good, the bad and the ugly.
What are you most grateful for? Reach out to those you love and tell them.
We live on that edge where the wind calls to us and the devil is near, so embrace
Those you love for their journey may not be as long, or as short as yours.
Happy Thanksgiving to you my family
Raymond “Wraith” Gallegos
NMMRO Co-Chairman

NMMRO Membership
•
•
•
•
•

Single Membership
Couples Membership
Corporate Membership
Renewals: Single
Couple

$20.00
$30.00
$100.00
$15.00
$20.00
Please send info & checks to:
NMMRO
PO Box 27673
Albuquerque NM 87125-7673
---------------------------------------------------

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

State and Zip: __________________________________ Email______________________________________________

Please send info & checks to: NMMRO, PO Box 27673, Albuquerque NM 87125-7673

3

4

THE NMMRO NEWSLETTER

NCOM
I had to opportunity to attended The National Coalition of Motorcyclist Regional Seminar (NCOM) the
second weekend of November. I sit on the NCOM Board and Legislative Task Force, this is the
annual board of directors meeting that we plan for our main convention, speakers and issues to
address for May 2107. The regional seminar was held in Orange County California. The motorcyclist
in this region were very welcoming and excellent hosts.
Some history of NCOM: In January of 1986 motorcycle rights leaders from across the county
gathered in Las Vegas and agreed that the time had come to put aside individual differences and
unite for the sake of ALL motorcycling. it was an opportunity for motorcyclist and motorcycle
organizations to join forces for a common goal without surrendering or losing their own individual
sovereignty or identity.
The theme of this meeting was unity, respect, communication and pride of the motorcycle community.
We discussed ways of turning the negative issues we face, in to positive outcomes. This year for the
first time the MRF and NCOM board members came together to lobby at the Bikers in the Beltway to
bring awareness to profiling and discrimination to our elected officials in Washington. They actually
walked the hall ways of our capital and spoke with the legislators of different states. There was also
NCOM board members present at the recent Meeting of the Minds in September.
I reported on New Mexico at the board meeting and at the regional meeting in California. New Mexico
is well respected on a national level with NCOM and the MRF. We are known for a state tackles the
issues that we encounter head on and do our best to resolve them. At the MRF Meeting of the Minds
in September we received three awards in recognition of our state's accomplishments. One award
was for promoting safety awareness, one award was for our victory on discrimination and profiling at
our court house with the Guardians of the Children Child Abuse Advocates. I was personally honored
to receive the Thomas Paine Award for outstanding written Advocacy. I am very proud of our state
leadership, advocates and entire community as we always come together in support of our entire
community.

Annette Torrez
New Mexico Motorcyclist Rights Organization CO/Chair
NCOM Regional Board Member
MRF Regional Rep
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October Events
The New Mexico Motorcyclists Right Organization and Thunderbird Harley Davidson Dealership came together
with the Reaper Run on October 1st to promote safety awareness and highlight the dangers of texting and
driving. Over 600 motorcyclists came in support and rode from Duke City Harley to Thunderbird. Thunderbird
brought out special guest Kim Coates actor from the Sons of Anarchy. Many paid to take a picture with him.
The NMMRO brought poster boards with pictures of fallen and injured motorcyclist (some which were very
graphic) to show the impact and struggles the families of the fallen and how the injuries have affected
motorcycle crash victims. We also had parents who had lost their sons in a crash to speak with those in
attendance, victims of motorcycle crashes spoke on how their injuries had impacted their lives short and long
term.

Approximately 50 motorcyclists joined the NMMRO and the Hellfighters MM to bring candy to the children and
families at Joy Junction on Halloween Eve. Representative Rick Miera joined us. We rode from McDonalds on
Lomas and Broadway to Joy Junction. Several motorcyclists dressed up in Halloween grab. It was
heartwarming to see this children enjoy the treats and interaction. The manager came out and thanked us, she
said we gave them a Halloween they probably would never had this year. KOB came out and did a story on the
event.

Annette Torrez
New Mexico Motorcyclist Rights Organization Co/Chair
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Little Angels
th

October was a busy month for the motorcycle community. On October 15 we
were honored to be a part of escorting the grandparents and mother of Emma Rose
to Rowe NM to take Emma Rose’s final head stone. It was a great feeling to help them
found closer in a very heart breaking time. Our prayers and love go to this beautiful baby and
Her family.

th

On October 29 the motorcycle community was again asked to come and ride
In Victoria Martin’s Memorial Service. We had a great turn out at least 100 bikes if not more
come out to ride for this little girl who was taken by child abuse. Thank you to all that
showed your love and support to Victoria’s family. Our prayer and love go out to this beautiful
Little girl and her family.

Kitti Gallegos Newsletter Editor
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WNMMRO
Hello from WNMMRO
I attended my first MRF (Motorcycle Riders Foundation) MOTM (Meeting of the Minds) Conference in September. The
conference was held in Oklahoma City. I have attended numerous NCOM conferences and was looking forward to find
out what the MRF was all about. In the first general session it was very visible that the MRF is truly about us the
SMRO’s all across the country. After hearing some of the state representative’s check-in and realizing we are all
fighting a lot of the same issues. Pretty much every state is reporting that crashes are up across the country and
general attitude is distracted driving is a huge part of this increase, but also the increase in single vehicle motorcycles
crashes and the need for better and more comprehensive rider training. The NMMRO received numerous awards for
defeating the 2 helmet bills in 2015 and also for standing up to the court system about the Guardians of the Children
being able to wear their colors in the courts in Bernalillo County. Just a few of the issues the individual reps talked
about include: Lane splitting, lane filtering, helmets, interlocks for bikes, personal responsibility of riders, ethanol fuels,
auto cycles, stiffer penalties for seriously injuring or killing a rider and motorcycle awareness programs just to name a
few.
In the SMRO Legislative Planning/Strategy session each state voted on the upcoming issues we felt the MRF should
be looking into at the federal level. Some of the more controversial issues included ethanol, the lane splitting/lane
filtering and auto cycles classification. Megan Ekstrom the lobbyist for the MRF gave great input on how things work at
the federal level and what it takes to get legislation accomplished.
Next general session David “Double D” Devereaux from the Outsider’s M/C and the Motorcycle Profiling Project gave a
great talk about profiling and how they got the anti-profiling law passed in Washington State and is now assisting other
states to pass similar legislation. He strongly stressed the need for all riders to work together for a common goal. Also
if you are involved in a profiling incident try to video it, but most of all to make some notes and report it.
In the State Representatives meeting Glenyce Jackson was re-elected as a reps representative and Dave Monroe
from Alaska was newly elected as a reps rep.
Matt Danielson an attorney that sits on the MRF board gave a couple of different presentations about knowing your
rights at a traffic stop and fact or fiction: Debunking the helmet law statistics. If you ever get a chance to be part of one
of Matt’s seminars he is an amazing presenter.
The MRF was the major driver in the FAST Act Highway funding bill which derails funding for motorcycle only
checkpoints and also for the restart of the motorcycle safety advisory board at the federal level. As part of the safety
advisory board a letter signed by numerous federal legislators was issued to the NHTSA to make sure those actual
riders were a part of the board and not just bureaucrats.
There was a lot of discussion about “Conspicuity”. At first it sounded great in the fact that maybe the power elites
where figuring it out that rather than try to make crashing safer by pushing helmet laws let’s work on crash prevention
and avoidance, but as usual for government officials they take the idea and run it completely the wrong direction. So in
talking about riders being more conspicuous to other road users by awareness campaigns the talk turned to riders
wearing brighter clothing, which then turned to talk about mandatory bright clothing. Just something else we need to
continuously keep a close eye on.
For me one of the most eye opening comments I heard was from a long time freedom fighter that was out of the loop
for a few years and getting back involved was that we are fighting the same battles that we fought 30 years ago! Just
proving the folks that want to control all aspects of our lives never give up and neither can we.
It was requested if you have any pictures of any legislators involved in protecting our rights to please get them to the
MRF office by email or snail mail.
The MRF is the NMMRO at the federal level and they are doing an amazing job of monitoring and pushing federal
legislation when it concerns motorcyclist. Membership is declining for whatever reason so we discussed having a joint
membership application so if you join the NMMRO and MRF you would get a discount on both.
So preaching to the choir but involvement is the only way to protect our right to ride what we want, where we want, with
who we want and to keep the control freaks at bay.
It was a very impressive conference to be a part of and I am amazed at the number of folks that have dedicated their
lives to protecting freedom for all of us that ride.
A very special thank you to Annette for receiving awards from the MRF 2 years running for her tireless commitment as
our glue that keeps NM in the forefront of the fight. Her commitment to not only protecting our rights but also her
support of fallen riders and their families! THANK YOU Annette!
Jim
WNMMRO Coordinator
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CNMMRO
Riding with a passenger
General Safety Considerations
1. You need to be experienced in the motorcycle’s operation and have a safetyoriented attitude before taking
on the added responsibility of carrying a passenger.
2. Practice low-speed clutch/throttle control as well as normal and emergency braking in a low-risk area like an
open parking lot, with a passenger..
3. Use caution in cornering and develop cornering skills over time to ensure passenger comfort and safety.
4. Use caution in corners as clearance may be affected
5. Use MSF’s Search, Evaluate, Execute strategy (SEESM) to increase time and space safety margins.
6. Allow time for a passenger to adjust to the sense of speed and the sensation of leaning; speeds should be
conservatively safe and reasonable until a passenger acclimates to the proper riding techniques.
7. Ensure passengers follow safety procedures: a. Complete personal protective gear is properly in use. b.
Hold operator’s waist or hips, or motorcycle’s passenger hand-holds. c. Keep feet on footrests at all times,
including while stopped. d. Keep hands and feet away from hot or moving parts. e. When in a corner, look over
the operator’s shoulder in the direction of the corner. f. Avoid turning around or making sudden moves that
might affect operation. g. If crossing an obstacle, stand on the pegs with the knees slightly bent and allow the
legs to absorb the shock upon impact.
8. Allow more time for passing
. 9. Be ready to counter the effects of wind.
10. Avoid extreme speeds and dramatic lean angles.
11. Be ready for a passenger “bump” with their helmet or with their whole body sliding forward during hard
braking.
12. Have the passenger mount after the motorcycle’s stand is raised and the motorcycle is securely braced.
Hold the front brake lever if the surface isn’t level.
13. Have the passenger dismount first.
14. Annually complete a Basic RiderCourse 2 – Skills Practice with a passenger.
15. Have frequent passengers complete a Basic RiderCourse so they can better understand the operator’s
task.
Rod, CNMMRO chairperson
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How our life changed in the blink of an eye!
By Lauren Wallaert

I keep picturing it today, laying in the dirt, slowly dying. It's still so warm and painful, and real. I still
hear Jeremy's voice, "stay awake, you have to stay awake." I see glimpses of her car, though the
memory is somehow fading. I don't want it to fade. I want to remember everything. I know I shouldn't,
but I feel like I can't move on until I know what happened that day.
I wish she knew what she's taken from me, from all of us.. Our five year anniversary. It was a perfect
day. Jeremy proposed to me (like I told him he'd have to) with my "property of" patches. I sewed them
on right away. He was more excited than I was. I loved my giddy husband, so proud to have me.
I spent all morning getting ready. I wore dark skinny jeans, a tight black tank top with an army green
button up shirt, and my denim vest. I had my hair curled, aviators, brown combat boots, and flawless
makeup.
We met in Tijeras and waited for everyone to show up, so we could ride to the COC meeting together.
Every time a new person would walk through the doors, Jeremy made me stand up and spin around
so they could see my patches. I was getting annoyed, but I loved how proud he was.
I went to Target the day before the crash and bought that outfit, it was Jeremy's gift to me. I was so
excited.. we don't usually ride together, I normally stay with Hailey. But, it was our anniversary,
Jeremy had a lot of club business, and I kept saying it doesn't matter what we do, as long as we're
together.
We left the meeting and I felt so exhilarated, so ready to ride. We took the freeway to Algodones, it
was a small little town, so green. We picked up Deb, we were all laughing and having fun, we had no
clue what was coming. We got back on I25. I remember getting off the freeway to head toward
Cochiti, where we were going to have lunch, but that's it. I don't remember the road, where we were,
what it looked like, anything. I want to know where it happened. I won't dare drive there though.
I can still see that gold car moving in slow motion towards us. I don't know why it was moving so slow,
it happened in less than a second. I held Jeremy so tight, I yelled "oh god", I still hear myself saying it.
I sometimes think that's what saved us. I don't know how we were hit at 102 mph, plus our 50+ mph,
without helmets, and survived. It just doesn't make sense. No brain trauma, no spinal injuries, no
internal bleeding. I know Jeremy's small maneuver saved us, but I should have died that day from
blood loss.
And then there's my leg, my beautiful leg. I miss it so much. I see other women in their dresses and
heels and think how beautiful they look, (even though they probably have self esteem issues like
every woman or girl does.) I don't know why we try so hard to look perfect. But my leg was perfect, it
was mine, and it worked. I miss it so badly. But I know I'll never get it back, no matter how much I
want or need it. I think that's the hardest part.
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Let's not forget this never ending pain, waking up all night in pain, being in pain all day, pain, pain,
pain. Like things aren't hard enough.. let's make them suffer even more with non-stop pain. We're so
tired of it. I don't even think there are words to describe how tired of being in pain we are.

Jeremy's ready to cut off his external fixation device. I'm getting even more pain from wearing my gel
liner that will go under my socket. I didn't know more pain was even possible.
We lost so much that day. Our children lost so much that day. You don't realize how the little things
are what makes your family. Like delivering cupcakes with the boys, going to Target and being silly,
watching movies together, talking at the dinner table, watching your children as they sleep, tucking
them in.. All the small things, that are really the big things.
I catch myself looking in their empty rooms and wondering what it would look like if we died that day. I
can watch someone boxing everything up, pictures being taken off the walls, our home, our life, in
boxes. I see devastated children, broken, without parents. I never wanted this life for our children. I
sometimes wonder if Hailey will get made fun of because her Mom doesn't have a leg.
I'm so angry. I'm having a hard time controlling my anger. If I'm driving and see someone texting, I'm
ready to explode. It shouldn't take dying to realize how easily a life can be taken. I wish everyone
would put down their phones, drive carefully, and pay attention to the road. But they won't, and I'm
stuck with dealing with it.
I start having anxiety around the 1st of the month. I know the 6th is coming for me. I look at the clock
and think about what we were doing that day, at that time. Right now I was probably having my leg
amputated. My husband was having his leg pieced together. Deb was in surgery, having her leg put
back together for the second time. Matt was probably sitting in the waiting room, not letting anyone
look at his leg, being the tough man that he is. Vivian was probably in complete shock, but thankful
that her husband was alive and only had broke his collarbone. Roach, Michelle, and Ron were left to
deal with everything they had just witnessed. A child who was gone too soon, bones everywhere,
people screaming, and waiting for help to come.
Our family was left to give our children the news.. How do you tell a child that? Our families lives
stopped so that they could be with us, take care of Hailey, take care of everything. So many people
were impacted from one person's not careless, but RECKLESS decision to speed with children in her
vehicle, around a corner, that ended with us.
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August 30, 2016
UPDATE & CALL TO ACTION - Motorcycle Profiling
Earlier this month you should have received an email from your MRF asking you to seek out your elected officials over the
August break asking them to co-sponsor House Resolution 831; the bill that addresses motorcycle profiling.
We’ve had mild success in that we have received commitments from two (2) other members of Congress since then: Rep.
Collin Peterson from Minnesota who will serve as our lead Democrat and Rep. John Kline, also from Minnesota. This
brings our total of co-sponsors to FOUR – Reps. Ribble (Wisc.), Walberg (Mich.), Peterson (Minn.) and Kline (Minn).
Though this is a good start, it is far from what is needed to advance this measure.
This week is the last week your elected officials are in their home and district offices. It offers you the opportunity to meet
with them personally and shore up support for the measure when Congress reconvenes Tuesday, September 6.
I urge you to contact your Member of Congress THIS WEEK and ask them to co-sponsor H.Res.831. To help you in your
discussion, below are talking points:
Motorcycle Profiling-Talking Points
If you need assistance contacting your Member of Congress, please contact me directly at megan@mrf.org and I will get
you set up ASAP.
Thank you for your support!
Megan Ekstrom
Vice President, Government Relations & Public Affairs
Motorcycle Riders Foundation
1325 G Street N.W. Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
Email: megan@mrf.org
Phone: (202) 725-5471
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Published on October 5th, 2016 | by David "Double D" Devereaux

Police and 1% Motorcycle Clubs – Don’t Believe the Hype
Being in a motorcycle club is not illegal. Law enforcement action should be based on behavior, not appearance. So being
in a motorcycle club should not influence law enforcement’s decision to take action against a person. Despite this,
however, there is a common misconception that being a member of a 1% motorcycle club is a self-admission of
criminality. Many in law enforcement and some prosecutors label all members of 1% clubs gang members, and the media
is all too willing to perpetuate a sensationalized perspective.
Maybe even more troubling, the stereotype is so powerful that even other bikers are susceptible. The truth is that many
are wary of clubs and many buy into the sensationalized hype and stereotypes, particularly about 1%’ers. But through
education regarding the 1st Amendment maybe these perceptions can be overcome in favor of reality. Then the real work
of protecting bikers can be more effectively achieved.
Do Independent Bikers Stereotype 1%’ers as Criminals?
Not all independents believe the hype. But the fact remains, many do. A perfect example of this perception became
evident to me at the recent “Meeting of The Minds” event hosted by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation, this year held in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, June 22-25. The theme this year was “Bridging The Gap” in the motorcycle rights movement
among all of the different organizations and elements of the motorcycling community that have common political,
legislative and legal interests. And the issue that is beginning to galvanize the unification process is motorcycle profiling.
One of the primary gaps to be bridged is between independent bikers and motorcycle club members, often called “Patch
Holders”. Although it is becoming more common for independents and patch holders to work together on legislative goals
in some areas of the country, in many places there is still resistance.
At the end of a panel I was participating in titled “Bridging The Gap”, an independent raised his hand and said he had to
ask the obvious question. What about 1%’ers being gangs and being involved in criminal activity?
It was the perfect opportunity to explain how that perception violates the fundamental principles of association and
expression enshrined in the 1st Amendment. It was an opportunity to educate.
Why Membership In A 1% MC is Constitutionally Protected
The United States of America is intended to be a free society. Essential to that freedom is the idea that people should be
able to associate with whomever they choose and express that association or other political views. The reality is that not
all views or associations are very popular either with government entities or other people. This is particularly true with
many political views.

What about organizations or clubs that have had members convicted of crimes, including acts of violence? Well, the
Supreme Court says that an individual’s association with an organization that has members that have committed acts of
violence or other crimes is protected by the 1st Amendment, and that no restrictions may be imposed on any person that
associates with such a group absent specific evidence that they intend to participate in the criminal activity of other
members.

14
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What Do The Courts Say?
Recently a federal court concluded:
There is “no evidence that by merely wearing [1% motorcycle club] “colors,” an individual is “involved in or associated with
the alleged violent or criminal activity of other [1% motorcycle club] members. It is a fundamental principle that the
government may not impose restrictions on an individual “merely because an individual belong[s] to a group, some
members of which committed acts of violence.” In fact, the Supreme Court has long “disapproved governmental action . . .
denying rights and privileges solely because of a citizen’s association with an unpopular organization.”
◾Healy v. James, 408 U.S. 169, 185-86 (1972).
To permit [law enforcement officers] to impose restrictions on any person “who wears the insignia of [a 1% motorcycle
club], without regard to or knowledge of that individual’s specific intent to engage in the alleged violent activities
committed by other members, is antithetical to the basic principles enshrined in the First Amendment and repugnant to the
fundamental doctrine of personal guilt that is a hallmark of American jurisprudence.
◾(See Coles v. Carlini, U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey, Civil No. 10-6132, Opinion, 9/30/2015, p.28)
What Does Basic Logic And Reality Say?
According to government estimates, there are approximately 44,000 members of motorcycle clubs that the government
labels gangs or criminal organizations. It’s absurd to suggest that they are all criminals or gang members. The statistical
data simply disproves the claim. The courts understand that the purpose of motorcycle clubs, including 1% clubs, is
brotherhood centered around motorcycling. Law enforcement refuses to recognize the truth.
Law enforcement says anything positive 1% clubs do is intended as a smokescreen for illegal activity. This fundamental
misperception ignores one of the most important functions of the motorcycle club community. Charity and social activism
are a driving force of the biking and club community. Every 1% club has fundraisers and benefits for Veterans, Cancer
victims, toys runs for children, and to benefit motorcycle accident victims in the community. This is not a
smokescreen. It is genuine and tangible activism.
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NO-COLORS Welcome …
Establishments as reported by NMMRO members who:

 Welcome Bikers and provide friendly service or

Do not allow Colors or have refused service to a Motorcyclist.
 Rt 66 Casino
 Smokehouse BBQ

 High Noon Restaurant

 Leo’s Nightclub

 American Legion Post 49

 Twin Peaks Bar & Grill



BJ's Brew House

 Bubbas

 Lucky’s-Fire & Ice



Ojos Locos

Billy’s Long Bar

Santa Ana Casino

Burt’s Tikki Lounge

Silva’s in Bernalillo

Cottonwood Mall

Slate Street – Rio Rancho

Stone Face Tavern

Sidelines

Horse & Angel Tavern

T.D.'s Show club

The Library Bar-Grill

Uptown Sports Bar

Sandia Casino

That Damn Bar

Ned’s

This list will be updated and published in every newsletter.
Please email Kitti Gallegos with new submissions or resolutions
Mzscarlet7@gmail.com
The NMMRO would like to recognize Biker Friendly establishments, please take the time to report those businesses that

appreciate your business.

Calendar
of Events
atorrez2@msn.com
Date

Event

Location

11/19
Noon

NMMRO Meeting

Post 49, Albuq

11/20

Duke City Toy Run

See attached flyer

Ruff Riders
34rd Annual Toy Drive

See attached flyer

12/3
Noon

COC Meeting

Post 49, Albuq

12/4

Chapter 1 Riders
Toy Run

See attached flyer

12/10

BMC Coat Drive

See attached flyer

Bike day at the Captial

Santa Fe

11/1-12/9

2/25
1:00 pm
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Sponsors

Thank you for all your Support!!
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