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Words from the Chairman
As we come to the end of 2017, and upon the holidays we are grateful for our blessings, we reflect on our
accomplishments, victories and defeats. We mourn our fallen, continue to support the injured and families who have lost a loved one in a motorcycle crash. There have been 280 crashes reported to the NMMRO for 2017 and 49 of those have resulted in fatality. Our own NMMRO Co Chair Raymond Gallegos and
COC treasurer/secretary Marty Gagne where involved in a crash this year. Thank you to all from
our community who came together in support of these two gentleman who give to much of their time
to help others in need.
Raymond has healed well from his injuries Marty's injuries were more severe and his is still not able to
bear weight on his foot 3 months after the crash. The physical, emotional and financial hardship has been
a struggle on him and his family. We pray both will recovery fully soon. We are grateful for all the survivors and remember those that have passed away.
I was given permission to share a family’s worst nightmare.
A knock at the door at 6 AM and a police Chaplin is there to notify that their son 20 year old Richard Michael Paul had passed away in a motorcycle crash earlier that morning. While the Chaplin did not have any
other information he was very supportive as he also had just lost his daughter and understood the loss
and heartache these parents were feeling. I had meet Richard Michael Paul SR a month before and had
shared what the NMMRO does in our community. Richard Paul Sr and Richard Paul Jr had both joined us
on our Halloween Boo Run on October 30, as we delivered candy to the children and families at Joy Junction. Richard Sr said his son Richard Jr was so excited, as it was the first time he and his father had ridden
together. And it was the first time Richard Jr had ridden with a large group. On the day of the crash, I got
the call at 8 AM from dad Richard Paul Sr asking for help from our organization to help get answers. He
needed to find out what had happened in the crash and they trying to locate their son’s body. With a few
phone calls to our NMMRO board and members of our community we were able to determine the body
was at office of the medical investigator. Next crash details were reveled and the parents went to the
crash scene where they still found motorcycle part scattered at the scene. Next our Vice Chairman assisted with funeral arrangements. Our spiritual advisor helped bring support to grieving parents as
they dealt with this horrific tragedy. Heartbreaking words at the viewing were from a grieving mother. " I
have to say goodbye to my son for the last time and I don’t want to walk out of these building, because
when I do I will never see my son again."
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Two members of our community were involved in a serious motorcycle crash on their way to The Duke
City Toy Run when a car ran a red light. As I write this article I was notified that that rider passed away
and the passenger is going into surgery to repair her broken bones. This afternoon our biker down
will come in support. This two families thanksgiving holiday will be one their most painful ever as they
face a funeral for their loved ones. I wanted to share this, because this is this the reality of loss that we
don’t think about unless it directly affects us. The heartache and grieving of families and
friends of fallen motorcyclist last a life time. While with time they learn to cope with loss,
the heartache of loss never goes away.

These tragedy's I have shared are two of many and with this we take the opportunity to promote safety awareness. Sharing the road requires more than just operating a motor vehicle it means looking out
for one another and driving with care and courtesy to those around you. As a motorcycle rider we
must be responsible riders and do all that you can to ensure that motorists see us and know our intentions when changing lanes. We should maintaining a safe distance and making sure that we can be
seen in their mirrors. We urge motorists to avoid distracted driving behaviors, such as talking on cell
phones and texting, and to watch for motorcycles.

Our rights as motorcyclists are constantly being challenged at an alarming rate, so every motorcycle
enthusiast should belong and support a Motorcycle Rights Organization. The NMMRO is one of many
State motorcyclists' rights organizations (SMROs) exist throughout the united states. In our state
the NMMRO promotes motorcycle rider safety education, training, and licensing, and greater public
awareness of motorcyclist safety issues. We have introduced, supported and lobbied for stronger penalties for car driver infractions such as right of way violations, or when drivers are at fault in accidents
that harm motorcycle riders. We have worked with DOT and our city council to promote safety awareness to all who share the road. We have established a biker down program along with the Hellfighters
MM that supports the families of fallen and survivors of motorcycle crashes. We visit the injured at the
hospital and follow them as they return home and support through the judicial process.
Please support the upcoming Coat drive on December 9th at Post 49 and the events coming
up outlined in our calendar in the newsletter, that in return support our community. Our next NMMRO
meeting will be December 16th at 12 noon at Post 49. Please bring a toy to support the family of Veterans from Post 49. This will be an important meeting as we discuss upcoming legislation and our 2018
Bike Day at the Capital. Happy and Safe Holidays to all.
Annette Torrez-Chairman
New Mexico Motorcyclist Rights Organization
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Words from the Co-Chairman
As we come into the 2017 holiday season I look back on this year’s events and all that the motorcyclists
have done to support our community.
There are so many causes and events that we support and it is really amazing to think about all the lives
we touch and how many families we impact. I ended 2016 with the devastating loss of my Grandmother
and although I knew that we support not only the community but each other in moments like this, I was
amazed at the comfort I received in comforting others in their loss.
My first biker down call out of 2017 was to the home of a mother who had just lost her son that day.
Here I was a stranger in a strange home being welcomed in by a family whose only connection with us
was that we were also fellow riders and were there to support them and one of our fallen. One of the
amazing things that happens in many of these biker down call outs is the way the mood changes once
we arrive, sometimes there is anger, sometimes there is sorrow, and sometimes in the end small moments of happiness in reflecting on the memories of their lost or injured loved one. But being there to
share in those moments is what matters the most too so many. They want the memories of their loved
one to live on, and it does. Each and every time we ride, we ride for those who can no longer ride and
for those who turned in their handle bars for wings.
They say that freedom comes at a cost. This I believe in from my core values. There are so many members of our motorcycle community who paid that cost with their blood sweat and tears, through the loss
of brothers and sisters in combat, through the loss of their own life and limbs, and some whose wounds
we may not see but are ever present. The freedom we have, we know was not free and never will be. Of
all the many sub-cultures and organizations in this country, I know of no other that does the most to
care for and support those who our freedom indebted to. I have seen flags hung for veterans, homeless
veterans fed and clothed, charity runs to cover medical costs or those unexpected costs that can devastate families already struggling. And the one thing I have seen which requires the least from us and
means the world to them is just being there to listen when life has overwhelmed them to the point of
considering the alternative to life. In all that we do for our veterans we always remember what they did
for us and to never forget.

In the past year I have seen justice for a friend who at times I thought not possible but through the
grace of God and a few bikers we made it happen. The Mark Wolfe and Debby Hill case came to an end
in the ultimate conviction and sentencing of one of New Mexico’s repeat DUI offenders.
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I have also had the privilege of serving alongside the Hellfighters MM in there Mercy after dark program. This is a program that feeds, clothes and locates rehabilitation and medical services for the
homeless and less fortunate in our community.
The 2017 Boo Run. To see the eyes of children who otherwise would not have had a Trick-or-treat, to
see their smiles and the excitement in their eyes at the roaring of all those bikes would warm even the
coldest heart.
And one of the annual drives that happens at just the right time each year is the BMC Coat drive. This
has grown each year and provides much needed coats and supplies to the homeless.
These are just a few things we all do because we know that freedom is not free and each and every
one of us is only one bad circumstance and a paycheck away from needing our help.
So the next time you hear someone trying to tell you that we are all criminals and dangerous, that we
are animals and that we eat our own young, think about all those that we help.
“I am not a Criminal” – Jake Carrizal 2017
With God’s grace and a few bikers we will strive to make 2018 a better world.

God Bless and Merry Christmas to you all.
Raymond “Wraith” Gallegos
Co-Chairman
New Mexico Motorcyclist Rights Organization
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SNMCOC
The membership of the Southern NM Confederation of Clubs have elected to join its
northern NM counterparts and have reorganized under the New Mexico Council of
Clubs. The Southern New Mexico Council of Clubs will remain focused on supporting
motorcycle rights and fostering strong relationships both within the motorcycle community and the general public. We have adjusted our meeting schedules to better suit the
needs of the membership. The SNMCoC meetings will now be held the first Sunday of
the first full weekend of odd number months, the next one being Sunday, January 7,
2018 at 1pm at Anaheim Jack’s in Ruidoso, NM. The SNMCoC meeting will remain the
first Saturday of even number months, this will allow those who wish to attend both
meetings the ability to do so. We have published our new website that we share with
the SNMCoC and calendar and will continue to update and improve it. https://
newmexicococ.wixsite.com/nmcoc
Willie Fisk

WNMMRO
Season’s Greetings
WNMMRO is very busy with Toys for Tots again this season. Thanks to the Endless Riders M/C for
putting together the 2 previous toy runs we are a little ahead so far this season. We will be participating
in the Annual Gallup Christmas Parade Dec. 2nd in downtown Gallup with a float and as many riders as
weather permits.
WNMMRO/PGR will also be assisting Veterans Helping Veterans with Veterans Day events here. We will
be standing a flag line at the Veterans Cemetery, then participate in the parade with another flag line at
the county courthouse after plus there will be another ceremony dedicating the new 80 foot flagpole
on the east side of Gallup. Thanks to Charlene Sekiya for coordinating 2 days of MAP (Motorcycle
Awareness Program) classes at Gallup High and Miyamura High. Between the 2 schools we presented
the program to 200 + students. We also put on a class at UNM-Gallup.
Ride Free, Ride Safe!
Jim Smith
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CNMMRO
The Importance of the MRF
What is the MRF ?
The MRF is the Motorcycle Riders Foundation which is a motorcycle rights organization, much like the NMMRO, that operates at a
national level. The MRF lobbies the House of Representatives and the Senate in Washington DC in support of issues and legislation
that affect motorcyclists. The MRF was created by a group of state motorcycle rights organizations that decided that they wanted
to create an organization which championed motorcyclist rights on the national stage with input from Motorcyclist Rights
Organizations from all 50 states.
History of the MRF
The MRF was created in 1985 at a Meeting of the Minds of State Motorcyclists Rights Organizations. This meeting was called for
the purpose of addressing a nationwide ban on motorcycles that was proposed in the United States Congress. During the meeting
they realized that this was an immediate issue that needed to be addressed but that there would be more issues in the future that
needed the same kind of attention. So it was decided that an organization with a full time staff and lobbyist located in Washington,
D.C. was needed.
What the MRF does for Motorcyclists on a daily basis
The MRF is an advocate before national legislative, executive, and judicial bodies and with private or public entities regarding
issues affecting motorcycles, motorcyclists, or motorcycling. Issues such as an effort in the US Senate and the NTSB to pass a
national helmet law, the formation of a National Motorcycle Advisory Council, the fight against “Motorcycle Only” roadside
checkpoints, strict EPA motorcycle regulations, health insurance discrimination, and many other motorcycle related issues have
been addressed by the MRF. The MRF maintains a full time lobbyist in Washington DC whose only job is to stand up for the
motorcyclist. The MRF also sponsors national events on an annual basis such as the “Meeting of the Minds” which allows
motorcycle rights advocates from all over the country to get together to discuss issues they are dealing with and the strategies they
use to fight for motorcyclists interests.

T

MRF Tools that can be used by motorcyclists
The MRF maintains a website (mrf.org) which acts as a reference point for MRF and motorcyclist rights activities.
The MRF publishes a newsletter for members every other month which details their efforts to fight for motorcyclist’s rights at a
national level
The MRF offers a subscription (https://motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/E-mail-Blasts ) to alerts which notify
motorcyclists of current issues which may affect them.
MRF Membership
Currently the NMMRO, WNMMRO, and the CNMMRO all hold a sustaining membership in the MRF. There are also various
individual memberships available to the MRF. If you have ever been an MRF member, please renew and continue to show your
true colors as a Freedom Fighter. If you have never been a member of the MRF, consider the benefits – your freedom represented
on the Federal level. You become a member by going to http://mrf.org/join/ . Because Freedom is an Open Road! Because riders
come from all walks of life and ride many styles of motorcycles!
Dave Covert, CNMMRO Chair
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Motorcycle Accident 101 – By CJ Rodden, Law Tigers New Mexico
PART ONE
Here are a few tips and things to think about for your ride and the unfortunate event of a crash.
1. Assess you risk
Before you ride, protect yourself. The best protection you can get today for a crash tomorrow, or whenever, is insurance. Get
the best coverage you can afford. Some people say, “I have full coverage.” Fine. Do you know what that means? Many people
do not. Don’t cheap out. They save you that 15% on your insurance by reducing your coverage. When you have a crash is the
wrong time to find out how little coverage you have. Try to get higher limits if you can afford it. Always get Uninsured/
Underinsured coverage in case the driver who hits you has nothing. Members of our community sell insurance. Call them. Get
covered.
2. Use your gear
As grown up adults, we are all able to make our own decisions about whether or not to wear a helmet. But helmets are not the
only gear (even though I wear one and definitely recommend them). A rider wearing flip-flops, shorts, t-shirt, and no helmet
will have more serious injuries than one wearing sturdy boots, jeans, leather jacket, and a helmet. And for goodness sake…
wear gloves. Even a slow speed tip over in a parking lot will tear up your hands if you don’t have gloves. Gear saves you all
kinds of discomfort down the road. Dress for the slide, not the ride.
3. Ride responsibly
There are many riders out there. Fast riders. Slow riders. Cruisers. Crotch rockets. As Dirty Harry once said, “A man’s got to
know his limitations.” So, don’t ride beyond yours. Ride your own ride. Don’t ride too crazy. Speeding, weaving in and out of
traffic, tailgating, cutting off cars, etc. All of these things increase your risk and if you're doing one of these things when a crash
occurs, it’ll be your fault. Ride with your head on a swivel, be alert and aware of what is going on around you. Be aware of
your position relative to the cars you’re traveling with, relative to the setting or rising sun, that light that’s about to turn red, etc.
Be aware of what other drivers are doing. Be aware of what other riders in your group are doing. And remember, you
represent us all.
Stay tuned to the next issue for more in this three part series.
Be Safe Out There.
CJ Rodden, Marketing Manager
Law Tigers New Mexico
“I’m not an attorney, but I did stay at a Holiday Inn Express once, so…”
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Help! We are in need of men's and women's jeans for our Mercy After Dark
homeless ministry! With winter coming we know some of you good folks are
getting new jeans and getting rid of your old ones. All gently used jeans will
go directly to Albuquerque's homeless population. Thank you for your generous donations! God bless you! Contact Bishop @ 505.321.8654 or Tank
@505.553.5227
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Justice for Motorcycle Crash Victims: After Retrial Rio Arriba Man get 1
5 years in Prison for Vehicular Homicide
Phaedra Haywood: Santa Fe New Mexican Newspaper October 26, 2017
Juan de Dios Cordova, a Rio Arriba County man who was convicted a second time for vehicular homicide
in August after successfully appealing his first conviction in the 6-year-old case, was sentenced Thursday
to 15 years in prison. With credit for time served, Cordova will end up spending about a decade less in
prison than if he had not appealed his case. Cordova killed an Algodones man and injured the man’s wife
and another motorcyclist in 2011 near Chimayó when he drunkenly plowed his pickup into a group of
riders returning from a biker rally in Red River.
He was sentenced in 2012 to 29 years in prison after being convicted of homicide by vehicle, two counts
of great bodily injury by vehicle, two counts of second-time DWI resulting in bodily injury and leaving the
scene of an accident. But the New Mexico Court of Appeals overturned his conviction in 2015 on the
grounds that certain evidence used to convict him — including his blood-alcohol level — should have
been suppressed at his trial because it was gathered after Rio Arriba County sheriff’s deputies entered
Cordova’s home without a warrant. Cordova had fled the scene of the crash on foot, but deputies traced
him to his house in the village of Cordova and found him drunk in bed with the keys to his truck in his
pocket.
After Cordova’s second trial, he again was convicted of homicide by vehicle and two counts of great bodily harm by vehicle, as well as leaving the scene. But because prosecutors were not allowed to use the
blood-alcohol evidence, they were not able to charge him with drunken driving or use his status as a repeat drunken driver to enhance his sentence by 12 years — as they had done during the first trial. As a
result, Cordova faced a maximum of 15 years in prison at his sentencing hearing Thursday.
First Judicial District Court Judge Jennifer Attrep handed Cordova the maximum sentence and classified
his crimes as “serious violence offenses,” meaning he has to serve at least 85 percent of his sentence in
prison and can’t earn day-for-day “good time” credit, an incentive for good behavior that can drastically
reduce an inmate’s time behind bars. But because Cordova will receive credit for about 6 1/2 years he’s
already spent incarcerated since even before his first trial, he’ll be eligible for release in about 6 1/2
years, his attorney, Sheri Raphaelson, said Thursday.

The deputies’ search of Cordova’s home without a warrant was one of several investigative missteps that
occurred in the case, including the inadvertent destruction of Cordova’s vehicle before his trial and allegations that police reports had been falsified.
Hill criticized the long judicial process that followed her husband’s death, saying it “victimized people all
over again” and included “incompetence, manipulation, intimidation and outright lies.” She attempted to
face Cordova while she addressed the court Thursday, saying the crash
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had “left a lifetime of scars on the souls of those that survived.” After Cordova’s attorney objected to her
stance, however, she turned back to face the judge. Hill pointed her finger at Cordova behind her back as
she spoke, saying: “In all my days, I have never seen such a cowardly, cold person as you. You have always acted like this is no big deal, a waste of your time. You almost cut my husband in two with your
truck. You almost killed me. I remember the blood seeping from my crotch as I lay there thinking I was
going to die. You never braked, you never stopped.”
Her husband’s father, mother and brother died within a week, a month and a year, respectively, of the
fatal crash, Hill said, calling their deaths “collateral damage.” Still, Hill said, “We have conducted ourselves with utmost respect for this process … have waited a long time for the truth to be revealed, and
on this day, I finally feel hope”Deb has given the NMMRO permission to print her full written statement
to judge at the sentencing hearing.
It was been 6 long long years since the crash that took my husband Mark Wolf's life, almost took mine,
injured some of our friends physically and emotionally. The crash on May 28, 2011 left lifetime scars on
the souls of those of us that survived, not to mention all those that loved and cared for Mark.
Those of us that were there and rode that day have from day one conducted ourselves with the upmost
respect for this process. We have waited and awful long time for the TRUTH to be validated without
worry of it being overturned. On this day I finally feel hope. Two juries of your peers have found you
guilty. Those of us that were there that day have known this all along. We have witnessed incompetency, manipulation, intimidation, outright lies and a process that victimizes people all over again. But
there waiting has always been the TRUTH.
In all my days I have never seen such a cowardly, cold person as you. As I have said before, your truly
are the worst humanity has to offer. You have always acted as if this is no big deal - such a waste of
your time.
Let me tell you something you almost cut my husband in two with your truck. You almost killed me. I
remember the blood seeping from my crotch and thinking I was going to die. You never braked, you
didn’t stop, you even tried to blame it on your dead buddy, and from day one you have maintained you
weren't the driver. Yet, the keys were found in your pocket. you were crocked out of your mind
and your community members said you were "always the drier. You were who I saw, I have no ouch of
doubt.
My mission from day one has always been to keep this person off the roads of New Mexico for as long
as I can. I ask now your honor, to impose the maximum sentence possible under the law. I think Mark
deserves this and surely our friends deserve this. Thank you. Deb Hill
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Words from Hinkle Law Offices
In previous articles, I have dealt with what to do immediately after a crash such as identifying witnesses,
obtaining their contact information, taking photos and making sure, whenever possible, that the responding law enforcement agency is given the injured biker’s version of how the accident occurred. In this article, I thought I would touch briefly on some other issues which can arise days or weeks after the accident
occurs.
If the biker and/or his or her passenger are injured, it is important to secure legal representation before
speaking to any claims representative for an insurance company, including your own insurance company.
Additionally, it is important to ensure that you or your passenger is in the right state of mind and fully coherent before giving any type of statement which does become part of the permanent record of the insurance company. Ordinarily, we like to obtain the police report before scheduling any recorded statement
made by our client.
Your insurance agent may be a great person with whom to discuss the claim, but they do not have any
control over what your insurance company ultimately decides to do concerning paying a claim. Nor are
they able to represent your best interest with regards to your injuries.
Instead, you should call a lawyer! We at Hinkle Law Offices would be honored if you choose to call us, but
regardless, it is extremely important to talk to an attorney before contacting an insurance company. This
will ensure you make don’t say or do anything that could have a negative impact on your case and prevent
you from obtaining fair compensation for your injuries, pain and suffering.

Cloyd G. Hinkle
HINKLE LAW OFFICES, P.C.
505/883-4357
Fax: 505/881-6668
cloyd@hinklelawoffices.com
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Driver crashes into couple on their way to serve the community

KRQE news
On Saturday, Nov. 18, Stan Cordova and Veronica Tovar were on their way to the Duke City Toy Run when a
driver ran a red light and crashed into them.
“I knew I should’ve flattened his tires when I heard him Saturday morning, starting his bike,” said Tommy
Cordova, Stan’s brother.

Tommy and Stan were brothers, next door neighbors, and best friends. Stan died from the injuries he
sustained during the crash.
“He did not deserve to go out of life or off of earth this way,” said Tommy.
Tommy describes his brother as a loving, caring and giving man. Stan’s friend, David Cruz with the New
Mexico Motorcyclist Rights Organization, says he was also a man who kept his promise to Veronica.
“He told her if anything ever happened you know, if we ever get in an accident, I will take care of you. I will
shield you,” said Cruz.
Cruz says Stan took the brunt of the crash and did save Veronica. The crash happened on Second Street and
Mountain Road which happens to be right in front of a homeless shelter. After Stan could no longer take
care of Veronica, two homeless men came out and helped Veronica until ambulances arrived.
“Two men, we are in the process of figuring out exactly who they are, came out and offered their assistance.
They were holding Veronica’s hand,” said Cruz.
Veronica is still recovering at UNMH. Her family says they expect her to be recovering through the end of
the year.
“She had surgery Sunday, she had another one Monday and she had another one today,” said Tommy.
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The tow truck driver who responded to Stan and Veronica’s crash noticed that they were carrying a lot of
toys and food with them. The driver figured out the couple was on their way to the Duke City Toy Run and
decided to complete their trip for them.
“A tow truck driver had just appeared at the ride with some toys and food and he explained the scenario.
He took it upon himself to collect those items and deliver them on their behalf,” said Cruz.

The Albuquerque Police Department is investigating this crash. Public Information Officer Simon Drobik
says these types of investigations take time. Drobik says once APD is finished with their investigation, it
will be up to the District Attorney’s Office to decide if the driver will face charges.
Cruz says this crash proves what the New Mexico Motorcyclist Rights Organization is trying to work
towards: drivers paying attention to motorcycles on the road.
“Running red lights, that split second decision changed so many lives,” said Cruz.
Stan was 55 years old. Tommy says they are waiting for Veronica to get out of the hospital to help with
Stan’s funeral. They plan on getting him a motorcycle hearse and taking him on one last ride.

The NMMRO was able to found out the tow truck drivers was Tracy Sedillo. We would like to
Give you a very big THANK YOU for this wonderful act of kindness. We will keep you updated
On Veronica progress. The homeless people that also helped Veronica has spoken to Bishop from the
Hellfighters MM and the NMMRO would like to give them a big THANK YOU for their act of love and
kindness that afternoon.
Ride safe everyone
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Corporate Sponsors
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Corporate Sponsors
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Calendar of Events
Date

Event

Location

11/18

Onagers City Toy run

See Attached flyer

12/2

America Patriot Vanguard

See Attached Flyer

12/3

Brothers Allegiance

See Attached Flyer

CNMMRO MEETING

Fat Squirrel—Rio Rancho

BMC Coat Drive

Post 49– See Attached flyer

NMMRO

Post 47

12/5
7:00 pm
12/9
12/16
noon

Please email your event flyer to kitti.gallegos@NMMRO.org so we can get them in the newsletter

NO-Colors Welcome
* Billy’s Long Bar

* Santa Ana Casino

* Burt’s Tikki Lounge

•

Silva’s in Bernalillo

* Cottonwood Mall

* Slate Street-RR

•

Stone Face Tavern

* Sidelines

* Horse& Angel Tavern

•

T.D. Show club

* The Library Bar– Grill

* Ned’s

•

Uptown Sports Bar

* Sandia Casino

* That Damn Bar

•

If you know a business that is NO colors welcome please contact me at
Kitti.gallegos@NMMRO.org Thank you
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