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A Message from the Commissioner

Greetings,

Our local meat processing industry remains a critical necessity. We thank you all
for your service and helping us to understand your needs.

I wanted to talk about a few things we did last year that could be potential
opportunities for your business. Last year we attended the National Restaurant
Association show and the Americas Food & Beverage show and provided
international trade mission assistance to promote beef and other commodities
produced in North Dakota. We had some North Dakota meat processors attend
with us. We are planning to do more of this in 2023 and invite other meat
processors to participate if you are interested in connecting with buyers from
both the U.S. and all over the world. We also increased our Farm to School efforts,
along with the Independent Beef Association of North Dakota and the North
Dakota Department of Public Instruction, by encouraging beef producers to sell to schools. Please let us know if
you are interested in working with producers to process beef destined for local schools.

We also received a Local Food Purchase Assistance grant in cooperation with Great Plains Food Bank which
provides funding to purchase North Dakota beef and other locally grown, minimally processed foods for the
North Dakota food bank system. Please contact Stephanie Erickson at the Great Plains Food Bank at (701) 232-
6219 if you are interested in this. Interested producers may also complete a form to show interest at forms.office.

com/g/wZTuy84d5N.

We will continue to work with you to strengthen the industry, add value locally and improve local economies.
We look forward to continuing to serve you and ensuring a safe and economical meat supply for consumers.

Sincerely,

ﬂyaé{?

Doug Goehring
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How to Supply Schools with Meat

Every child deserves a wholesome, filling lunch to help them concentrate and learn throughout the day. High
quality meat is one of the items that schools have been trying to add more of into their lunch programs, so many
schools have been reaching out to local meat processors to purchase.

All meat sold to a school must be sourced from state or federally inspected animals. The meat can then be cut
or ground and sold to the schools. Most retail meat shops can sell the products as part of a Hotel Restaurant
Institutions (HRI) sales. The limitation would be that HRI sales cannot exceed 25% of total retail meat sales for
the calendar year, or no more than $91,400 to HRI accounts.

The ND Department of Public Instruction (NDDPI) sets the nutritional requirements for schools. Plain ground
beef and unseasoned meat cuts are not subject to child nutrition labeling requirements. Further processed or
seasoned meat products would need to meet the USDA Child Nutrition Labeling Program requirements. More
information on Child Nutrition Labeling can be found at https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/labeling-program.

The NDDPI has been encouraging schools to purchase meat from local suppliers and they have heard many
success stories around the state between processors and schools. For information about supplying schools with
meat or other food products, contact Lynelle Johnson, Assistant Director of Child Nutrition, at the NDDPT at

701-328-3718 or lmelleighnson@nd,ggv.

Sportsmen Against Hunger

Some deer hunters are so
successful, they can’t handle

or store all of the venison they
harvest. What can they do with
the meat? Sportsmen Against
Hunger is a Community Action
Partnership of North Dakota
that pays processors to grind
and package wild game. The
wild game is then donated to
those in need through food
pantries throughout North
Dakota.

Currently there are 17

processors in North Dakota

that are participating in the Sportsmen Against Hunger Program, but several regions are without participating
plants. The whole western side of North Dakota does not have any participating plants. If you would like to
participate, contact Carmel Froemke, Programs Director, at programs @capnd.org or 701-232-2452.

The program donated 3,996 pounds of meat in 2020, which dropped to 2,770 pounds in 2021. More information
. i i 3 ainst-hu
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Fighting for the Tnddapendont Ol (S Cottle Pradlucer?

If passed the OFF Act would:

e Prohibit checkoff programs from
contracting with any organization that
lobbies on agricultural policy.

e Prohibit employees and agents of the
checkoff boards from engaging in activities
that may involve a conflict of interest.

e Establish uniform standards for checkoff
programs that prohibit anticompetitive
activity, unfair or deceptive acts, or any act
or practice that may be disparaging to
another agricultural commodity or product.

e Require transparency through publication
of checkoff program budgets and
expenditures.

e Require periodic audits of compliance with
the act by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Inspector General.

e Require a Government Accountability
Office (GAQ) audit of checkoff board
compliance and a report with further
recommendations related to checkoff
programs.

Call (202) 224-3121 and ask your Senators and
Representative to cosponsor the Opportunities
for Fairness in Farming Act, S.557 and
H.R.1249.
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