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Presidents message 

Recently, I had a conversation with a producer, who like me has land 

in 2 states. The only difference is he lives south of the state line. Our 

discussion was mutual. Everything he complained about, we have a 

policy against and/or what we believe in. MCOOL, brand inspection, 

EIDs, Checkoff reform. He has the same issues as I-BAND. Same is-

sues as The South Dakota Stockgrowers. So, I asked him to join I-

BAND. NO! Are you a member of SD Stockgrowers? NO! NCBA? NO! 

R-Calf? NO! USCA? NO! I believe this producer has the same senti-

ment as almost every producer in the 2 states. Theyôre fed up with our 

systems. Fed up with our checkoff dol-

lars working against us. Fed up with 

brand inspection fees. Fed up with 

legislators denying us MCOOL. But, he also is like most producers, 

refusing to be a member of ANY organization. I canôt believe the cost 

of a membership is the reason for not being a member. I do believe 

itôs more of being too independent. We as cattle producers are used 

to being independent, getting things done by ourselves. But we need 

to get out of that bubble. Most producers need to take your frustra-

tions and apply them to organizations like I-BAND, R-Calf, and US-

CA. When I first started ranching with my dad, I joined a competing 

organization and started attending meetings (the only one to join at 

the time). He told me I was wasting my time. Dad was right, I wasted 

a lot of timeééééé.. with that organization. But what he was 

wrong about is that there are thousands of other producers who think 

like me. And with those frustrated producers, I-BAND was formed. 

Iôm not against being members of multiple organizations, in fact, I 

was for 25+ years. But ya need to be members that support your 

membership dollars. Iôm still a member of multiple organizations, but 

Iôm damn careful of where those membership dollars go. We all need 

to get out of old-school thinking and start working together with like-

minded producers. That message has been preached for decades. 
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Articles in the Meat Messenger 

But itôs more important now than ever; because there are getting to be fewer and fewer of us every 

year. Have ya noticed all the ads coming from NCBA? Almost every Ag radio program I listen to has 

ads recruiting producers to join NCBA. They also had a fly-in to Washington DC in the past couple 

of weeks. Where are they coming up with all this? A lot of it is coming from EVERY producer 

through their checkoff dollars, not just their members. For instance, in March I received a letter from 

the South Dakota Beef Industry Council (SDBIC) reminding me if I sell private treaty not to forget to 

pay the checkoff. First of all, it was addressed to Silent Butte Ranch. Iôve never sold or bought cattle 

in the ranch name, only in my name. So, I called the new executive director of the SDBIC wondering 

how they got me on their mailing list. Evidently, they went through bull sale reports, advertisements, 

meat processors, video sales, etc. I call BS on that cause I donôt use the ranch name. Whatever, I 

got it straightened out that I DO NOT owe SDBIC any money. AGAIN, a waste of checkoff dollars. 

Another very good reason to become a member of the organization that fits your operation. In clos-

ing, itôs just as important to RENEW your membership, as it is to BECOME a member. Bring on 

Summer! 
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Bills to watch... 
S. 557 - Opportunities for Fairness in Farming Act of 2023 

H.R 1249 - Opportunities for Fairness in Farming Act of 2023 

 

This bill establishes restrictions and requirements for checkoff programs, which are programs over-
seen by the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to promote and provide research and information for 
a particular agricultural commodity without reference to specific producers or brands. 

The bill prohibits boards established to carry out a checkoff program or a USDA order issued under 
a checkoff program from entering into a contract or agreement to carry out program activities with a 
party that engages in activities to influence any government policy or action that relates to agricul-
ture. 

A board or its employees or agents acting in their official capacity may not engage in any 

¶ act that may involve a conflict of interest; 

¶ anticompetitive activity; 

¶ unfair or deceptive act or practice; or 

¶ act that may be disparaging to, or in any way negatively portray, another agricultural commodity 
or product. 
Upon approval of USDA, a board may enter directly into contracts and agreements to carry out 
generic promotion, research, or other activities authorized by law if the agreement or contract re-
quires records accounting for the funds received to be submitted to the board. 

The board must meet specified requirements regarding the publication of budgets and disburse-
ments of funds. 

The USDA Inspector General and the Government Accountability Office must conduct specified au-

dits regarding checkoff programs. 
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Contact Information 

{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ WƻƘƴ IƻŜǾŜƴ 

.ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪ - тлм-нрл-псму 

DǊŀƴŘ CƻǊƪǎ - тлм-тпс-уфтн 

²ŀǜƻǊŘ /ƛǘȅ -  тлм-слф-нтнт 

CŀǊƎƻ - тлм-ноф-роуф 

aƛƴƻǘ - тлм-уоу-мосм 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5/ - нлн-ннп-нррм 

{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ YŜǾƛƴ /ǊŀƳŜǊ 

.ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪ - тлм-нлп-лрлл 

DǊŀƴŘ CƻǊƪǎ - тлм-плн-прпл 

CŀǊƎƻ - тлм-нон-рлфп 

aƛƴƻǘ - тлм-уот-смпм 

²ƛƭƭƛǎǘƻƴ - тлм-ппм-тнол 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5/ - нлн-ннп-нлпо 



A Cowboyôs Code 

Mandan Independence Day Parade 

Join us July 4, 2023  

Cruising with the Red White and Blue  

XĔŝĀǜĀèƄǜüèŤǜŞĔƍǜöĳŒłèČĀǟ 

FèŝĀǜłĀŽĿĀöōǜċĳłǜĀŝĀłŤĳĬĀǜŤĳŒǜīĀĀōǟ 

+ĀǜöĳĬƇüĀĬōǜĔĬǜŤĳŒłǜüłĀèīņǟ 

ĥŞèŤņǜüĳǜŞđèōȅņǜłĔČđōǟ 

¡èĢĀǜĿłĔüĀǜĔĬǜŤĳŒłǜŞĳłĢǟ 

¡èĥĢǜĥĀŽņǜèĬüǜŽèŤǜīĳłĀǟ 

VĬĳŞǜŞđĀłĀǜǜōĳǜüłèŞǜƍĀǜĥĔĬĀǟ 

ĥŞèŤņǜƇĬĔŽđǜŞđèōǜŤĳŒǜŽōèłōǟ 

+ĀǜōĳŒČđǠǜõŒōǜèĥŞèŤņǜċèĔł 



Spring has sprung 



Spring has sprung cont... 

!ƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ L-.!b5 .ƻŀǊŘ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 



Social Media 
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