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Lesson 23: King and Rook Checkmate

The Rook Checkmate

"In Lesson 19 we showed you how to deliver
- checkmate with just a king and queen. Your
- pieces need to work together to force your
opponent’s king to the edge of the board
where it can be trapped.

" The technique is similar if you have a rook ra-
- ther than a queen. However, there's only one
- type of checkmate available this time: a BACK
" RANK checkmate.

The Crucial Waiting Move

A rook isn't as powerful as a queen so it takes g. ...
more patience to deliver the checkmate. Of- :- .:.

ten you have to wait a move for the right p05|-
tion. Here it's White's move. The Black king is
stuck on the squares b8 and a8. 1. Rc8+ imme-

diately would lose the rook. 1. Rb6+ would allow

the Black king to escape its trap by 1...Kc7. . .
Instead, White should wait a move by 1. Rc5

(or c4, c3, etc.). After 1..Ka8 it's checkmate

by 2. Rc8.

Puzzle Corner

Can you either find the immediate checkmate or a waiting move that leads to
checkmate on the following move.
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