
Lesson 20: Queen Sacrifice! 
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 The Move of a Champion 

When you deliberately give up material to 
gain an advantage, it’s called a SACRIFICE. 
Sacrificing your queen to force checkmate is 
always a spectacular way to end the game. 

Here, Magnus Carlsen was playing Sergey 
Karjakin in the final game of the 2016 World 
Championship. Carlsen found an incredible 
sacrifice, moving his queen to h6. It’s check, 
and Black’s only way to escape the check is to 
capture the queen. If he captures with the 
king, White moves his rook from c8 to h8. If 
he captures with the pawn, White captures 

the pawn on f7 with his rook. In both cases it’s checkmate. Karjakin resigned 
and Magnus Carlsen retained the title of World Champion. What a move!  

Puzzle Corner 
Can you find a queen sacrifice for White leading to checkmate next move?  
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 King Hunt 
This game was played between two Russian 
Grandmasters, Peter Svidler and Dimitry Andrei-
kin in 2018. Black sacrificed his queen to lure the 
White king up the board into danger. Why not 
set up a board and play through the moves? 

First, Black captured the pawn on h2 with his 
queen. It’s check, so White recaptured the queen 
with his king. Next Black used his rook on h6 to 
capture the pawn on h5, another check. White 
could not retreat or the Black rook would move 

to h1—checkmate; White moved his king to g3. Black checked on h3 with the 
rook and White’s king was forced further into 
the danger zone (f4). Black’s rook gave one more 
check on f3 and the White king was driven to e5.  

We’ve reached the position on the right. Andre-
kin now played a quiet move: the Black rook went 
to g6. This threatens two checkmates: pawn on 
d7 to d6, or rook on g6 to e6. Whatever White 
does, he cannot prevent both checkmates at the 
same time. White resigned. 

Gently does it 

In the game above, 
Svidler wasn’t forced 
to capture the queen on 
h2. He could have de-
clined the sacrifice, 
moving his king to f1. 
Can you find the quiet 
move for Black that 
forces checkmate in a 
couple more moves?  

Grandmaster Test 
This is the conclu-
sion to another fa-
mous king hunt, 
played over 100 
years ago. The 
Black king has been 
drawn down the 
board to g1. Can you 
find TWO differ-
ent ways White can 

give checkmate with their next move? 


