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"You are not and yet you are: your thoughts, your deeds, above all your
dreams still live." — W.E.B. Du Bois, activist and sociologist

Sandhills Black Voices Newspaper

Each year, we pause to honor the life and enduring legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a beacon of hope, equality, and
justice. Born in Atlanta, Georgia, on January 15, 1929, Dr.
King became a transformative leader of the Civil Rights
Movement, advocating for change through nonviolence and
unity. His dream of a nation where people are judged “not by
the color of their skin but by the content of their character”
remains a cornerstone of the ongoing fight for justice and
equality. Dr. King’s eloquent speeches and tireless efforts
helped bring about landmark changes, including the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, paving
the way for a more inclusive and equitable society.

The Martin Luther King Jr. holiday is not just a day off but a
day of reflection, service, and commitment to making the
world a better place. Across the nation, communities honor
his legacy with educational programs, volunteer activities,
and celebrations of cultural unity. His teachings remind us
that change requires courage, persistence, and compassion.
As we commemorate his life, we are called to continue his
work by advocating for equality, fighting against injustice,
and building bridges of understanding. Dr. King’s legacy is a
reminder that we all have a role in creating a society where
freedom and opportunity are not privileges but rights for all.
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Harnett
County
NAACP

Celebrates
27th

Annual
Breakfast

By Desi L. Campbell



The mission of the National
Association for the Advancement of

Colored People is to ensure the
political, educational, social, and
economic equality of rights of all

persons and to eliminate race-based
discrimination. 

Meetings are held every third
Tuesday in each month.

Dafford Funeral Home, Inc.
707 E. Edgerton St. | Dunn,

NC 28334  
Tel: 1-910-892-6061

163 Irene Roberts Rd , Lillington, NC
(910) 814-1200

walkerfuneralhome@aol.com
walkermemorialfh.com

302 Spring Branch Rd
Dunn, NC 28334

Tel: 910 292 2507

harnettsecretarynaacp@gmail.com

A Guide to Local Funeral Homes and Services

By Denise Thurman

Tony Spears
President

Turning Pain into Purpose – The Journey of Tamekia La’Shonda

In the heart of North Carolina, Tamekia La’Shonda also known as   Dr. Tamekia Dowdy has emerged as a symbol of resilience,
compassion, and transformative leadership. Raised between Johnsonville and Sanford, Dr. Dowdy’s life story is one woven with
both tragedy and triumph, shaping her into a powerful voice for change and community support. Her work—whether through
music, her business ventures, or her advocacy—touches countless lives across Lee, Harnett, and Cumberland Counties.

Since age five, Tamekia has found strength and solace in music. Her first song, sung in a church choir, was Because He Lives. Over
time, singing became not just a talent but a lifeline. Through personal trials—loss of her son to gun violence and the trauma of a
murder trial, divorce, and the loss of her daughter—she once lost her voice but found it again in a moment of prayerful reflection.
This rediscovery fueled her passion to share her journey through music, culminating in her first single, I Changed My Mind,
available on all music platforms and accompanied by a music video on YouTube.

“I had always wanted to pursue music, but this experience finally gave me the courage to step forward and share my story through
song,” she says. Her creative process, though daunting, ultimately brought a new layer of healing and strength, and she hopes her
music inspires others to find resilience amid adversity. 

With her entrance into music Tamekia launched Countree Girl Entertainment.  Countree Girl began as a social group for women to
come together in fun and support but has evolved into Countree Girl Entertainment, a platform that uplifts women and other
artists. “Countree Girl Entertainment began as a way for women to bond, but I soon saw its potential as a full-fledged
entertainment company,” she explains. Through this initiative, she hopes to foster creativity, camaraderie, and self-expression
among aspiring artists and those eager to make their mark in the entertainment world.

Dr. Dowdy is also committed to using her platforms social change.   She established the "Justice for Dez" campaign, as well as the
This Has to Stop movement, which brings attention to issues like gun violence,   domestic violence, substance abuse, and mental
health challenges. Dr. Dowdy’s advocacy did not stop there. In 2018, she founded Dez’s Holiday Angels to bring holiday cheer to
families affected by violence. Tragically, after losing her daughter Martasia to a brain aneurysm, she co-launched Mothers
S.T.A.N.D. (Standing Together Against the Nightmare of Drugs) to provide support for mothers facing the challenges of a child’s
addiction. Dr. Dowdy’s passion for community healing continues to guide her as she partners with organizations across North
Carolina to raise awareness and provide resources for those in need. Her work has been recognized with honors such as the “Key to
the City” of Sanford,   a Humanitarian Award and most notably she received the Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award. Dr.
Dowdy’s accomplishments are numerous. Yet, for her, these awards are simply milestones in a broader mission of compassion,
resilience, and social change.

Even with all these projects to keep her busy, Dr. Dowdy’s entrepreneurial spirit is evident in her business, New Level Professional
Services, which offers an array of services from bail bonds to tax preparation.   “Each of my ventures is a way to lift up my
community,” she says. “Whether through advocacy, business, or music, I want to create a legacy of support and resilience.”

Her third single, Thinking Bout You,  was released on November 1 and is available on all music platforms. 

I changed my mind

https://songwhip.com/tamekialashonda


3920 Bunnlevel-Erwin Road 
Erwin, NC

Mount Pisgah Harnett
Original 

Freewill Baptist Church
145 Prospect Road Church

Erwin, NC 
Sunday School 9:45

Sunday Morning Service 11am

Lillington Grove FWB Church
106 East Washington Street

Lillington, NC 27546

Pastor Coleman and Francine Elliott

𝙀𝙡𝙚𝙫𝙖𝙩𝙚 𝙔𝙤𝙪𝙧 𝙀𝙫𝙚𝙣𝙩𝙨 𝙬𝙞𝙩𝙝 𝘽𝙤𝙪𝙟𝙚𝙚𝘽𝙧𝙞 𝙋𝙝𝙤𝙩𝙤𝙜𝙧𝙖𝙥𝙝𝙮 𝙇𝙇𝘾 𝙀𝙭𝙘𝙡𝙪𝙨𝙞𝙫𝙚
𝙋𝙝𝙤𝙩𝙤𝙗𝙤𝙤𝙩𝙝 𝙀𝙭𝙥𝙚𝙧𝙞𝙚𝙣𝙘𝙚

With years of experience in the industry, BoujeeBri Photography LLC has honed its craft
not only in capturing breathtaking moments but also in connecting with people on a
deeper level. Here's why our expertise makes us the ideal partner for your next event:

𝙏𝙖𝙞𝙡𝙤𝙧𝙚𝙙 𝘼𝙥𝙥𝙧𝙤𝙖𝙘𝙝: We recognize that no two events are alike. That's why we take a
personalized approach to each project, working closely with you to understand your vision,
preferences, and unique requirements. Whether it's a corporate function, a wedding
celebration, or a milestone event, we tailor our services to align seamlessly with your
objectives, ensuring a flawless execution from start to finish.

𝙐𝙣𝙡𝙞𝙢𝙞𝙩𝙚𝙙 𝙎𝙚𝙨𝙨𝙞𝙤𝙣𝙨 & 𝙎𝙚𝙡𝙚𝙘𝙩 𝙋𝙧𝙞𝙣𝙩 𝙋𝙖𝙘𝙠𝙖𝙜𝙚𝙨: Our photobooth services provide guests with the
freedom to capture unlimited memories, ensuring that no special moment goes
undocumented. Select print packages also offer a tangible keepsake for attendees to
cherish.

𝙋𝙚𝙧𝙨𝙤𝙣𝙖𝙡𝙞𝙯𝙖𝙩𝙞𝙤𝙣 𝙊𝙥𝙩𝙞𝙤𝙣𝙨: Custom Backdrops/Props: Tailor the photobooth experience to
match the event's unique theme.
Brand Customization: Add a professional touch by wrapping our photobooth in your brand
colors, creating a cohesive visual experience.

𝑷𝒆𝒓𝒔𝒐𝒏𝒂𝒍𝒊𝒛𝒂𝒕𝒊𝒐𝒏 𝑶𝒑𝒕𝒊𝒐𝒏𝒔:
Custom Backdrops/Props: Tailor the photobooth experience to match your event's unique
theme.

Brand Customization: Add a professional touch by wrapping our photobooth in your
brand colors, creating a cohesive visual experience.

By booking BoujeeBri Photography LLC for your upcoming events, you're not just hiring a
photography service – you're investing in a partner who is passionate about capturing
moments and creating memories that will last a lifetime. www.boujeebriphotography.com

183 Bailey Way Road, Lillington,
NC,  (910) 893-5792

lillingtonstar@gmail.com
www.lillingtonstar.org

Sandhills African American Churches

Bishop Reginald S. Hinton
and Lady Janet Hinton

Email Church news/events to: sandhillsblackvoices@gmail.com

http://www.boujeebriphotography.com/
http://www.lillingtonstar.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3-3j1sQC8Crtb9lPIK0oiNiUCxX0onnfRrdNReDl9gbv9TpfPZsgWqiVg_aem_e8bQ-WbJR4cLQK6J7UzKng


“The Six Triple Eight,” directed by Tyler Perry, spotlights the
6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion—the only all-Black,
all-female unit in the Women’s Army Corps during World War
II. Tasked with clearing a massive backlog of undelivered mail
in Europe, these women overcame significant challenges,
including systemic racism and sexism, to boost soldiers’
morale by ensuring communication with their loved ones.

Kerry Washington delivers a compelling performance as Major
Charity Adams, the battalion’s commanding officer, portraying
her with conviction and depth. Ebony Obsidian also stands
out as Lena Derriecott King, a young woman driven to enlist
following personal loss. The film’s ensemble cast contributes
to a portrayal of camaraderie and resilience among the
women of the 6888th.

Critics have offered mixed reviews. Some praise the film for
shedding light on a lesser-known historical narrative and
commend the strong performances, particularly by
Washington and Obsidian. However, others critique the film’s
execution, citing issues with pacing, production quality, and a
tendency toward melodrama. For instance, Decider describes
it as “Tyler Perry’s Cloying Tribute to the Black Women
Soldiers of WWII,” noting that despite the compelling story,
the film suffers from “clunky pacing” and “lackluster editing.”
Similarly, Vulture refers to it as “Tyler Perry’s Cosplay of a War
Movie,” criticizing its “poor production values” and “awkward
dialogue.”

While “The Six Triple Eight” brings an important and inspiring
story to the forefront, viewers may find that its execution
does not fully capture the depth and significance of the
battalion’s contributions during the war.

The Blueprint: Concert & Awards celebrate the transformative impact of
Black women in shaping our communities and collective future. Hosted

by Book Black Women, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to
empowering Black women and girls, this inaugural event recognizes

extraordinary women who embody excellence, resilience, and
innovation. More than a celebration, The Blueprint: Concert & Awards is
a tribute to the vital role Black women play as trailblazers, visionaries,

and changemakers. Today's spotlight is on Ammie McRae Jenkins,
recipient of the Cultural Stewardship Award.

The Cultural Stewardship Award honors individuals dedicated to
preserving and promoting cultural heritage. Born in 1941 in Harnett
County, NC, Ammie McRae Jenkins made history in 1962 as the first

student to integrate High Point University during the civil rights
movement. Despite early hardships, including racial threats that forced

her family to flee their land, Ammie became a successful computer
programmer, businesswoman, and community advocate. As the founder
and executive director of the Sandhills Family Heritage Association, she

champions Black farming, land ownership, and cultural preservation
through workshops, heritage tours, farmers markets, and cultural

festivals!

 Read more about Ammie here:
https://bit.ly/TheBlueprintInfo

Join us for The Blueprint: Concert & Awards
 February 22, 2025 |  7:30 PM

 226 The Warehouse, Fayetteville, NC
 Hosted by Quiana Watson, with performances by Yael Hilton and more!

 

Ammie McRae Jenkins Selected for The Cultural Stewardship Award



Christopher Ervin in a natice of Harnett County, NC and a graduate of
Western Harnett High School.He is a descendant of Jack Murchison
of Olivia, NC (Murchisontown).

With a love for God and Gospel music, Christopher Ervin called
together gifted singers and musicians with similar interests and
organized a choral aggregation which was christened Abraham’s
Descendants. Today, the choir (affectionately known as AD) boasts of
a roster of singers from North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia,
Florida, and Georgia. In just a few, short years, AD has amassed a huge
following. Well known for precision in their delivery as well as their
unmistakably inimitable sound and artistry.

AD made their national debut during Bishop Hezekiah Walker’s
Choirfest in 2013. They were featured on John P. Kee’s VIP New Artist
Showcase CD in 2016. That event would serve as the precursor to
their first live recording The Process, which made its debut in 2018.
The album was a choir favorite, finding its way into the top 20 on
Billboard’s Top Gospel Albums charts. Their sophomore project “Take
2” was released in 2020 and debuted #3 on the iTunes
Gospel/Christian charts.

Ervin & AD has managed to share the stage with such greats as
Michael McDonald, Nick Jonas, Pastor John P. Kee, Dr. Ricky Dillard,
Jekalyn Carr, Dr. Earnest Pugh, Avery Sunshine and many more.

Ervin & AD recorded their latest work entitled “Recover” Saturday,
July 15, 2023, to a sold-out crowd in Greensboro, NC. This project is
slated to be released Spring of 2024. 

Harnett County Native is
making an impact in the Gospel

Music Industry

Dr. Tony McNeill, affectionately known as "Dr. T.," is a sought-after workshop clinician, lecturer,
consultant, mentor, and choral conductor. "Dr. T” currently serves as Affiliate Professor of Worship
and Seminary Musician at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA. During the summer
months, he is a guest lecturer in the newly-developed master’s degree program in Black Sacred Music
Program housed jointly at the Arkansas Center for Black Music and the University of Arkansas at
Fayetteville. He was Director of Choral Activities and Chairman of the Department of Performing Arts
at Clinton College in Rock Hill, SC, from 2019-2022. Dr. McNeill also served four and a half years as
the Director of Worship and the Arts at Atlanta's Historic Ebenezer Baptist Church, “America's
Freedom Church.”

Dr. McNeill has held teaching positions at Texas Southern University (Houston, TX), Campbell
University (Buies Creek, NC), The Interdenominational Theological Center (Atlanta, GA), and Union
Presbyterian Seminary (Charlotte, NC). He has presented lectures for Duke Divinity School,
Presbyterian Association of Musicians, Hampton University Ministers Conference, The Hymn Society
of the United States and Canada, American Choral Directors Association, Shaw University Ministers
Conference, and The Association of Partners in Christian Education (PCUSA). Dr. T. led music for the
2022 Montreat Youth Conference and was a service musician and workshop leader for the 2023
Worship and Music Conference sponsored by the Presbyterian Association of Musicians. He has
curated and led worship for the American Baptist Home Mission Societies’ Space for Grace
Conference, the Forum for Theological Exploration, The Black Theology and Leadership Institute at
Princeton Theological Seminary, Faith Coordinating Center at Wake Forest School of Divinity, The
Samuel Dewitt Proctor Conference, The National Children’s Defense Fund, and The Montreat
Conference Center. In April of 2024, he was awarded the inaugural “National Treasure Award” by the
American Baptist Home Mission Society. He is a former member and assistant director of the
renowned recording group Donald Lawrence & The Tri-City Singers.

Dr. Tony earned a bachelor of music education degree from Appalachian State University, with an emphasis in piano and choral music; a master's degree in
choral conducting from Florida State University (Tallahassee, FL); and a doctorate of worship studies from The Robert Webber Institute for Worship Studies
(Jacksonville, FL). His dissertation is entitled, “From Funeral to Feast: Renewing The Celebration of Holy Communion Through Congregational Singing in
African American Baptist Church, Charlotte, North Carolina.” His article “Lift Every Voice and Sing: Forming Congregations for Justice” is featured in the
Augusts 2021 edition of CALL TO WORSHIP: LITURGY, MUSIC, PREACHING, AND THE ARTS, a journal published by the Presbyterian Church USA. He
published “Hiding in Plain Sight: A Reflection on Leading Worship” for INSIGHTS: THE FACULTY JOURNAL OF AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY (Austin,
TX). He also contributed to “Going to Wait: African American Church Worship Resources—Pentecost through Advent” and “Waiting to Go: African American
Church Worship Resources—Advent through Pentecost,” by James Abbington and Linda Hollies (Chicago, IL: GIA Publications, 2002 and 2003). In 2016, Dr.
McNeill was also profiled in the acclaimed BET.com documentary, “Holler If You Hear Me: Black and Gay in the Church,” created and directed by Clay Cane.
In 2016, he composed an original hymn text, dedicated to the congregation of The Historic Ebenezer Baptist Church, entitled, “Our God Who Art in Heaven,”
a paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer set to the hymn tune NETTLETON.

Harnett County Native making Waves in Preserving Sacred Music in the
Church
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next month’s edition

Keyboard Player needed 
Trinity AME Zion Church
Dunn, NC Please contact

Rev. McAllister at 
910-261-8003

EMPOWERING DREAMS WITH A TOUCH OF LUXURY

AT THE HEART OF EVERY GREAT ENDEAVOR LIES A PASSION THAT FUELS IT. FOR SHANNON LOCKAMY, FOUNDER OF LUXE REALTY POWERED BY LPT REALTY, THIS
PASSION IS CREATING SPACES WHERE DREAMS MEET REALITY. AS A SEASONED PROFESSIONAL IN NORTH CAROLINA’S COMPETITIVE REAL ESTATE MARKET, SHANNON
HAS LAUNCHED A BRAND DESIGNED TO ELEVATE THE CLIENT EXPERIENCE, BLENDING PERSONALIZED SERVICE WITH A REFINED LUXURY APPROACH.

MS. LOCKAMY’S JOURNEY IN REAL ESTATE WAS BORN FROM A DRIVE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN PEOPLE'S LIVES. "I WAS MOTIVATED TO PURSUE REAL ESTATE BECAUSE
OF MY PASSION FOR HELPING PEOPLE FIND SPACES THAT MATCH THEIR DREAMS AND NEEDS," SHE EXPLAINS. REAL ESTATE ALLOWS SHANNON TO COMBINE HER LOVE
FOR DESIGN, MARKET DYNAMICS, AND NEGOTIATION—SKILLS SHE HONED OVER YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. THE DREAM TO CREATE LUXE REALTY GREW FROM A DESIRE
TO ENHANCE THE BUYING AND SELLING PROCESS, OFFERING A BOUTIQUE EXPERIENCE THAT GIVES CLIENTS A DEDICATED, HIGH-QUALITY SERVICE TAILORED TO
THEIR UNIQUE GOALS.

NAVIGATING A TRADITIONALLY MALE-DOMINATED INDUSTRY PRESENTED UNIQUE CHALLENGES FOR SHANNON. “ONE OF THE MAIN OBSTACLES HAS BEEN
OVERCOMING BIASES AND PROVING MY EXPERTISE IN A COMPETITIVE SPACE,” SHE SHARES.

BEHIND EVERY SUCCESSFUL TRANSACTION AT LUXE REALTY IS A TEAM OF EXPERTS, EACH PLAYING A CRITICAL ROLE IN DELIVERING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.
SHANNON’S TEAM INCLUDES A SKILLED TRANSACTION COORDINATOR AND MARKETING DIRECTOR, ENSURING A SMOOTH PROCESS FROM BEGINNING TO END. LUXE
REALTY’S PARTNERSHIPS ARE EQUALLY VITAL, INCLUDING MORTGAGE EXPERT GERRY HOUSENKNECT FROM CMG FINANCIAL AND JONATHAN RICHARDSON OF THE JR
LAW TEAM FOR CLOSING SERVICES. THIS COLLABORATIVE NETWORK ALLOWS CLIENTS TO ACCESS THE BEST RESOURCES AND SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THEIR REAL
ESTATE JOURNEY.

SHANNON IS A NORTH CAROLINA LICENSED BROKER-IN-CHARGE AND A REALTOR® WITH THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®, CREDENTIALS THAT REFLECT
HER DEDICATION TO ETHICS, TRANSPARENCY, AND PROFESSIONALISM. LUXE REALTY IS EXCITED TO WELCOME NEW CLIENTS WHO VALUE A PREMIUM, CLIENT-
CENTERED APPROACH TO REAL ESTATE. “AS SHANNON LOCKAMY PREPARES TO OFFICIALLY LAUNCH LUXE REALTY, SHE ENVISIONS A BRAND THAT REDEFINES LUXURY
IN REAL ESTATE. FOR SHANNON, IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT TRANSACTIONS; IT’S ABOUT CREATING LASTING RELATIONSHIPS AND EXPERIENCES THAT CLIENTS WILL
CHERISH. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION, CLIENTS ARE INVITED TO REACH OUT TO SHANNON DIRECTLY AT SHANNON@LUXEREALTYFIRM.COM
OR VISIT LUXE REALTY’S NEW OFFICE AT 421 FAYETTEVILLE ST. IN RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA. THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE IS CURRENTLY UNDER DEVELOPMENT AND SET
TO LAUNCH SOON.

Business Spotlight
By Denise Thurman
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Condrine Hurley

Homemade Baked Goodies
Made with nothing but love

910-658-4490

Sweet Blessing By Lady C

Sandhills Black Business 
Spotlight

Let’s Print Lillington
For all your printing

 needs
910-882-3851

TO SUBMIT YOUR BLACK OWNED BUSINESS EMAIL US AT:
SANDHILLSBLACKVOICES@GMAIL.COM


