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MARCH MEETING

BusinEsSs wWILL BE COMBINED WrTH PLEASURE AT THE
Mancy MerprrNe or TuE JErFrnson Conrzem HrsToric4aln SOCIETY.

ELECTION OF GFFICERS AND APPOINTHENT OF COMNITTEES
WILL BE DEALT WITH IN THE BUSINESS SESSION.

TueN, ALL PRESENT WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW
SEVERAL ANCIENT DOCUNENTS pRESENTEQ T0 THE SOCIETY BY MNARTHA
ParyeEn Bayne or Waesuriwerow, B, D. # 4. INCLUDED ARE 4 DEED 70

345 4ACRES NE4R Hrrr Crurcw parEp 1789 AND AN INDENTURE DATED
1790,

SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT THE SOCIETY AND BRING 4 FRIEND
OR TWO ALONG 70 THE MEETING.

JANUARY MEETING

Tue pEVELOPMENT 0F MEADOWCROFT VILLAGE, AVELLA, WAS
OUTLINED IN WORD AND FILM BY ALBERT NrLLER AT THE JANUARY
HEETING, IT 1S EXPECTED THAT THE SOCIETY WILL TOUR THE 197w
CENTURY RESTORATION IN THE SPRING.

FOR YOUR COLLECTION

_ Now AVAILABLE AT AREA BOOKSTORES:
Lewpmsnx ArcurriEcTURE oF ALLEcmEny Counrty BY James D. Vaw Taump
AND ArToyrR P. Z1EGLER, JR., PUBLISHED BY THE PITTSBERGH Hrsrory
AnD Lawpranxs Fovwparvrow, Prerssumcz, 1967,

New apprrrow oF THE ArcHrrzcrumral HERITAGE OF EARLY
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FOR YOUR COLLECTION cownt'p.

Wesrern PENNSYLVANIA BY CHARLES Morse Srorz, PUBLISHED BY THE
UnrveERrszry oF Prrrspuren Prrss, 1936,

OUR_NMEMBERS WRITE

GENERAL WASHINGTON'S VISIT
BY Dr. James T. Herron

I? was A v¥prcar Westeny PENNSYLVANIA SEPTEMBER
AreepnoonN rn 1784 woEN Gronck WASHINGTON AND HIS FRIEND
Dr. Craix moDE uP 70 JoaN Canon's roc mouse ry Cawow's Burc.

GENERAL WASHINGTON HAD RESIGNED HIS COMMAND OF THE
Corownzsar ARMIES THE PREVIOUS YEAR AND RETURNED 70 NT, VERNON.
HE was NOW ON 4 TOUR TO INSPECT HIS LAND HOLDINGS IN TEIS
SECTION,

IN PARTICULAR, HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT A BLOCK GF
2,800 acrEs 1n Mr. PLEASANT TOWNSHIP WHICH HE HAD BEEN GRANTED
UNDER 4 VIRGINIA MILITARY PATENT. THE LAND WAS OCCUPIED BY AT
LEAST 18 INDIVIDUAL SETTLERS, WHO HAD ERECTED CABINS AND CLEARED
ACREAGE, BUT DENIED WASHINGTON'S OWNERSHIP AND REFUSED TO RBUY,
RENT OR MOVE OFF THE LAND.

In Wasmrwcvon's JOUurNAL oOF KIS TOUR HE WRITES, UNDER
THE DATE or SEpr., 18, 1784: "Sgv our wrrm Drn., CRAIK FOR MY LAND
onv NrzreEr’s Ruw (4 BRaNCH OF SHURTEES CREEK).....LODGED AT £
Coro. Cawwon's ON THE WATERS oF SHURTEES CREEER - A KIND
HOSPITABLE MAN, AND SENSIBLE.'

Two YEARS LATER, WASHINGTON 4PPOINTED CANON HIS AGENT
FOR THE MNrrirrRs RUN LANDS WITH POWER OF ATTORNEY TO RENT OR SELL
SAXD LANDS.

THERE 4RE SEVERAL INTERESTING STORIES THAT CAN PE
READ BETWEEN THE LINES OF WASHINGTON'S ENTRIES FOR THE THREE DAYS
HE SPENT 48 (or. CANON'S GUEST, AND OF THE ENSUING LEGAL SULTS
TO EVICT THE TENANTS ON THE NrrreErs Ruw rnawp. Nowg OF wHESE 1i-
CLUDE THE FABRICATED TALE OF WASHINGTON'S BEING FINED BY SQUIRE
REED rFor SwEARINe. THIS PIECE OF LOCAL FOLKLORE HAS NO RECORDED
HAS NO RECORDED FACTUAL BASYS AND WAS DENIED A4S HAVEING EVER
OCCURED BY THE SOKN 0F SQurak:E RErD.
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- GENERAL WASHINGTON'S VISIT By Dm, HERmON conr'n,

IF YOoU ARE IWTERESTED IN THE FULL RECORD, WE SUGGEST
YOU READ THE ACCOUNTS AS GIVEN 1N (LELAND'S "Gmorek Wasmrwerow
- IN THE OHro VarneY” awp Crummiwe's "Hrsrory or Wasurneron
Counry." THESE BOOKS, AND MANY OTHERS RELATING T0 LOCAL
HISTORY ARE IN THE "JoaNson ConiEcTron” Ar THE LIBRARY,



