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. 2* I dont know lf choral culture

think of how much it connects me

{0 people away from my house,

_ inddnvesmemtoﬂleclty i
* 1#1sing in two choirs, a Catholic
iﬁurch in Minneapolis and a syn-
gogue chdir in Minnetonka:
.#Schedu]mg for rehearsals and
i)erformances are quite convenient
canse I rehearsé with one on

esday and theother on Wednes- .

day. Tuesday’s rehearsal prepares

#3 for Shabbat ‘services ' Friday,
d Wednesday’s prepares us for
day. sérvices every week.

1 You might think, “Why on

¢arth would aJew smg in a Catho-

: éei have saxd that to a couple of

ple and they always laugh, but;,” thing about them Not vety "nch,

except a reference once in'a while,

4s true., .
Besxdes bemg a ptofessxonal
étamed glass artist, I am also a-vo-
cal musician. For 35 years I have

¢ richest repertoire ever

: wng;en fbr the church, dating back .
centuries tomodem day composx-. :

tions, -

+: For most of my hfe, I sang in
three choirs; a-temple . choir, -a- ’v Sty
church choir; and a professional

ensemble. That’s nine hours.of re-

hearsal every week, not including -

performarces: and doing record-
ings. Dedicated choir singers like

me:are-by nature road -warriors.

Ras ever been written about, but -1 |

tlplechousatanyglv- f“ k

HERALD JOURNAL, Monday,; Feb. 23, 2009, Page 21A -

Musings of a Transpla
‘Maria Stolz

experience: :
‘The people who smg

lead otherwise

various profession

a passion they can’t Ii

and choir at a church or synagogue

fulfils that function.

.. That is one common: attribyte-

everyone shares. The most leonine
and celebrated individuals, who
are doctors, surgeons, lawyers,en-
gineers, artists, etc.; sing in choirs
and make up the, most uniquely-
bound people on the?lanet. e

: Do we, the public, know; any-

almost as a-cast away thought,
“He/she sings in a chou'

penetrated the cixlture

machoxrbecause}tls afascmat _

: r_nentof1mme X

oy : and dehght
That quality of choir singing is
attained throughi-rigorous rehears-

: als ‘every week, working as an

ensemble. We work on pitch acu-
ity, - eniunciation, breath :control,
and blending, That’s the technical

stuff, but we work on other thmgs,

too, equally 1mportant

We are first and foremost aA

i ) spmtual COmmumty, joined as.
- one, caring for ‘one -another as if

we are direct members ofa fam-
11y R
Bu'thdays lllnesses, .death

disappointments of life, encour-
agement, solidarity for one’s per-
sonal dignity dre ‘all recognized

and affirmed. When T feél down -
in- the dumps, I force. myself . to

go to rehearsal because I know

‘in five minutes I am: where Iam

supposed to be ~with my friends,
making music, domg scnous soul
worktogether L ’

This has been a- dlfﬁcult win-
ter for me and my husband. Job

-,fscarchmg s, thankfully, behmd

% us. But alldunngthattxme, my

18" husband drove me to rehearsals

.and- performances and sat: some-

~ where close by workmg ona lap '
© - top.

He is- known as my “ch01r

.. widow,” always -shadowing me

whenever I am smgmg Both my
husband, -and -choir singing have
sustained :me - through the grey.
days and T never take them for-

: granted, ever.



