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LANGUAGE °
8l DEVELOPMENT IN

E PRESCHOOLERS

Longuage is mode up ok two major parts; receptive
language (what we understand) and expressive
language (what we say and communicate).

When you have an unolereranaling of how expressive
language develops, you wil be able to-

@ Moke small changes and additions to your daily
interactions with your child to encourage
their expressive language deve\opmenJr

® understand how to idenJri«Cy when there may be
a heed for additional support From a speech-
lanﬂuaae Pa’rho\ogisf



The Five Parts of- Language s

Morpholoay SynJrax

Articulation/

Pragma’rice

Phonoloay Semantics

\
Word parts (the
smallest units of

Putting words

together to Form

meating in a word) sentences (word

such as plural 's' order/sentence

(dogcs) or -ing +YP69)

( runnina‘)

How a child
Pr'oaluces

The use of

Meanmg lanﬁuaae (how

sounds in a (vocaloular'y, your chid uses

vocal/verbal and

language word +YPe€v,

concep’rs, etc.) honverbal Ianﬂuage

to communicate



Expressive language developmenJr may look.
different for different chidren. As we
examine their progress, we must ask ourselves,

are +hey:

4
4

Ana\yﬁc l_anauaae L earners
Gestalt I_anauaae Processors
Mu|+i—languaae L earners

Neurodiveraerﬁ Individuals

Please see the Glossary on page 12 For more

il’l-deP'l'h dec;crip’rionc; of some of the terms

above.



Expressive I_anauaﬂe Development 2_3 Years Old o
ANALYTIC LANGUAGE LEARNERS

'
Can say the sounds /b, n, m, P,

Lh, w, d/ in words

* Uses 's for possession (egq Mommy's car)

* Starts using articles such as 'a’ and "the'

o S+ar'+ina to use present progressive and past tense
verbs (e.a. painting/ painted, playing/ Played)

* Starting to use plurals (e.a., dogs, horses)

-

e Uses words to talk about location (ie. 'in' "on")j

w u w u

e Asks simple "'wWho', why’, where', '"how many"
que<5+ion9

e Answers 'where' and "what cloinﬂ“ questions J

f Sentences are 2-3 words ﬁ

e Uses 'be" verbs in sentences (e.a. | am haPPy)
e Uses words like "aonna," ‘wahha," "ﬁo++a", "hafta")
* Uses 'is' plus and adjecﬁve (e.a. (The) tree is laig!)

e Uses 'no', 'not' 'cant' and 'don+t' as negation between
L subject and verb (eg Daddy can't play)

r e Short dialoaues e Uses descripﬁve details o helm

¢ Introduces and change others understand

topics * Uses attention-getting words like

| * Expresses emotion ‘hey"

L * Begins using language ClariFies and request clari?icaﬁﬁ
in imaginative ways * Symbolic play




Expressive Language Development 3_|_| Y ears OI d o
ANALYTIC LANGUAGE LEARNERS

—
Can say the sounds /g, k, & 4 1

L (“nﬁ“),j (y")/ in words

—
r * Begins using Irregular plurals (e@. "mice")
J Coneie’renﬂy uses contractions (e.a. can't,
won't)
* Consistently uses possessive ‘s (e.a. Doddy's
L shirt)
r . Con9i9+en+|y uses pronouns e Cah answer "what it j
(i, me, you, your, he, she, quesﬁon;
+he\/) * Asks 'how', ‘why', ‘when'
L * Uses basic kinship words questions
* Uses basic size vocadbulary o Agks For detailed
* Tells two events in order explanations J

e 3.5 word sentences .
® Uses are with Plur‘al nouns

* Begins to use complex and

—
(e.q The cars are going Fast)
compound sentences like ‘The I . 3 a“
_ ., starts to use ‘becouse
cat is under the chair,' or |

e Begins to use 3rd person
am tired and | want to go to 3 P

singular present tense (e@. 'he

sleep. runs")

* Makes conversational repairs and
e Starts to report on post events, corrects others
reason, Predic+, express empathy, ¢ Uses language For Fantasies, jokes,
create imoginary roles, and maintain  and teasing
interactions * Uses more indirect requests (eg I am
&Parﬁcipa’res in longer diclogue hungry" insteod of "I want a cookie") 6




Expre%ive Lar\auaﬂe DevelopmenJr

4-5 Years Old ©.

ANALYTIC LANGUAGE LEARNERS

—

Can say the sounds /v, d3 ('), s,
K tf (‘ch), |, [ (*sh"), 2/ in words

N

* Uses uncontractible auxiliory (are they ea+in3?) Vs,
they are (+hey're)

* Uses 'be' verbs, regular post tense, and third '
person ‘s’
k(/omparaﬁve -er' is emerging (e.a. “Iaiaaer'") J
F * Asks for the meaning of words j
* Starts using possessive pronouns (eq his, her,
hers, their, etc.)
L * Uses 'could' and "would'

f 4-8 word sentences :
° Consis’renﬂy uses basic sentence forms
e Mokes Prequerﬁ aareemem errors between noun-verb J

and adjec’rive-noun (e@. "They wants to ﬂo")

LOPassive is emerging (e.g. "The clog was taken for a wak")

* Begins using Ia+er—developina complex sentences

e Addresses «speciqcic requests For clari@ic@

more Pr‘equenﬂy
e Uses indirect requeers e Narratives are chains of unfocused
e More eldborate sequences of events with some Plo+, ho

discussions of emotions central character, and no high point or
aond Peelinﬁs resolution
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LANGUAGE

Gestalt language deve\opmen’r is when lonhguage is
First learned in large chunks (e@. whole phrases)
and later broken down into smaller and smaller units,

until the child is eventually able to put individual
words together to Form original and Flexible

\anguage.

Signs of a gestalt language processor may include:

@ Repeating phrases heard from others
(Pamily, Priends, videos, movies, c;ongs)

Q Keciﬁna/c;inﬂinﬁ whole songs, while aPPearing
to hot use |anauaae in other ways to
commuhicate with others

@ Using jargon' that is rich in intonation
aond not easily understood

Q Repeoﬁedly wa+chin@ rePlaYm@ Fast-
Forwarding rewinding specikic parts ok
videos



Expressive l_anﬂuaae Development 20

GESTALT LANGUAGE PROCESSORS
*Stages are not age specific

SJraﬁes ofF Natural I_anguage Acquic;H'ion (NLA) For

gestalt language processors are os Follows:

Stage Whole Gestalts/Phrases/ Scripts
|

Stage Mi-l-ianred/ Partial Gestalts

2 (mixinﬁ/ma+chin3 and trimming down of gestalts)

Stage lsolation of Sinale Words/ Word
3 Combinations

Stage Beginning Grammar
4

Stages  Advanced Grammar
5-G

£ a chid is a gestalt language processor and is not
yet able to use language to eHlechively

communicate with others, it may be helpful to seek
out a speech-language evaluation From a speech-
longuage pathologist who is trained in Natural

l_anauaae Acqguisition (NLA). 9



LANGUAGSGE

There are many benekits to learning more than one
languaﬁe. Research shows that Iear‘ninﬂ more than
one language will not confuse children couse
speech or language problems, or slow down their

learning IF a chid has a speech-languoge delay, it

will show up in both/all languages.

Facts About Mul’rilinﬁualie‘m

Milestones of
Pre—language
development are
the same in all Biingual toddlers

Iahﬁuaaeg_ miah'l' mix word
parts From one

 —

/Qﬂaual children

language with word
mi3h+ sometimes

Par‘+9 From another
‘a”ﬂ“af]e- mix grammar rules
or use words
From both

lanﬁuaﬁes N a

—

sentence.

10




Neuro\ogical differences such as Autism and ADHD
con result in differences in the way your child

develops and uses language.  Pragmatic language

and play for example, may look. ditferent in
neurotypical vs. neurooliveraerﬁ individuals. Viewing
progmatic language development thirough o
neurodiverc;ﬁy-a?ﬁrmina lense, we understand that:

Q Some chidren may not show interest or attention by
making eye contact but may show that +hey are
interested or a++er|dir|a in other ways

Q Some children may prefer play that involves sensory
stimulation rather than or in addition to other types ofF
play (e.a. Pr'e+er\d play, symloolic play, etc.)

@ Neurodivergent and neurotypical individuals may have a
harder time elkectively communicating with one
another than +hey have when communicaﬂnﬂ with
individuals of a similar neurotype (The Double Empathy
Problem) 11
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Analyﬁc l_anﬁuage Learn'mg - I_anguage |ear-nin@ that starts at the
single word level then builds to phrases and eventuadlly sentences

Delayed Echoldlia - The repetition of words or phrases heard that
are echoed (some time after the words or phrases are heard)

Gestalt l_anguaﬂe Developmerﬁ- - Lanauage learned in Iarﬂer' uhits
of words first rather than single words.

Expressive Languoge - The ‘output’ of language, what we
commuhicate

Ihtonation - The rise and fall of the voice in speakina

Natural Language Acquisition (NLA)- The process/stages of gestalt
language developmer\’r

Neurodiveraerﬁr - A term used to describe someone whose brain
processes inFormation and/or develops di??erenﬂy From what is
considered "+ypical“

Neur‘odiver‘sH'y-Af—f—ir‘ming - A way of interacting with and
supporting individuals of all neurotypes that recognizes and
celebrates neurological differences in individuals and offers
support that is based on their specific strenghts and needs

Neur'o+ypical - A term used to describe someone whose brain
processes inFormation and/or develops in a way that is cohsidered

"+ypica|"

Receptive Languaae - The "inPu+" ofF Ianﬂuaae, what we understand

-

NT
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2 Speech Therapy

® (818) 404-1624

® Chrystal.Kingesowvibrantlanguage.com

www.sowvibrantlanguage.com

Therapy and support for: » Speech sound disorders

» Delayed echolalia/gestalt - Language delay

language processing - Augmentative and Alternative
+ Childhood Apraxia of Speech Communication (AAC)




