
The Poetics of Aging
Toward a New Understanding of the Many Verses in Life

November 16th-19th, 2011
 San Francisco, California

Organized by AgeSong Assisted Living and Elder Communities in collaboration with Stagebridge Senior Theatre Company, 
the Existential-Humanistic Institute, Careerwell, UC Berkeley Academic Geriatric Resource Center, UC San Francisco 
Institute for Health & Aging, Stanford Summer Theater, the Stanford Geriatric Education Center, California Institute of 
Integral Studies, the Center for Aging and Spirituality, Career Planning & Adult Development Network, Older Women’s 
League, Jewish Family & Children’s Services of the East Bay, Eden Alternative, National Center for Creative Aging, RENEW, 
JCCSF, ChangingAging Blogstream, Live Oak Institute, New American Media, Community Living Campaign, Experience 
Corps Bay Area, Fielding Graduate University’s Positive Aging Conference, National Career Development Association, 
American River College Gerontology Department, Power of Yoga, Northern California Association of Activity Coordi-
nators, Taos Institute, Stanford Center on Longevity, Marin Activity Coordinators, Independent Living Resource Center 
San Francisco, Creating Purpose, CSU, Sacramento Gerontology Department, Life Planning Network, Eureka, the Career 
Information System, and the Human Values in Aging e-Newsletter.

Wednesday, 
November 16th

Poetics of 
Aging Politics

Who and/or what frames the debate 

on aging? Is the politics of aging 

reduced to money and produc-

tivity? Is aging about wisdom, 

experience and guiding our present 

and future generations? Does life 

stop at the so-called prime of life 

or are the best years yet to come?

Thursday, 
November 17th

Poetics of 
Evolving Abilities 
What really gives us joy and 

celebrates our existence? How 

can we experience endings as new 

beginnings, losses as opportunities 

for new gains? What are the oppor-

tunities to create our lives as we age? 

How do we cultivate what is latent 

and wants to come to the fore?

Friday, 
November 18th

Poetics of 
Caring

How do we care for ourselves 

as we age? At what point does 

care become an impediment, at 

what point is it truly needed and 

desired? What is the difference 

between custodial and relational 

care? How do we learn to listen 

to our ‘inner Elder’?

Saturday, 
November 19th

Poetics of 
Life/Work

How do we re-vision our usefulness 

throughout the seasons of our 

lives? Who and/or what decides on 

how we use our potential? What 

ideas determine the roles which 

we inhabit as we age? How do we 

become the author of our lives in 

the context of community?

CEUs available. Please visit website for more information.

www.poet icsofaging.org
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