
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
5:30 p.m. August 15, 2026 
9:00 a.m. August 16, 2026 

  

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will 
gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, 
who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold 
faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our 
gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and   
justice for those in need. 



Welcome 
Welcome to worship at Zion Lutheran Church.  May this time honor God and inspire you.  

Worship details: In this bulletin, bold print indicates the congregation’s responses.  Assisted 
listening devices, which are cleaned, disinfected, and have earpads replaced after each service 
are available in the narthex; ask an usher.  Hospitality details: A family restroom is located in 
the hallway next to the sanctuary.  If you are visiting today, please feel free to sign the Guest 
Registry located in the narthex.  We ask that ALL members, regular visitors, and guests sign the 
pew pad sheet, so that we can better get to know each other. 
 

PRELUDE                      “Siciliano”  by John Alcock 
           “Fugue”  by Wm. Selby 
  

RINGING OF BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
 forever. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
(Silence is kept for reflection.) 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned  

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us  

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C  Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN:    “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power” vs 1-5      ELW (red book) # 651        
 

GREETING  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 



HYMN OF PRAISE 





PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call    
 upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and 
 constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent               
intervention to save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite           
community—not race, nationality, or any other category. 
 

 1 Thus says the Lord: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my deliverance 
be revealed. 
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of 
the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast 
my covenant— 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of 
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them     
besides those already gathered. 
 

R The Word of God, Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 67 (read responsively) 
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
2 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all 
the nations on earth.  
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
6 The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. 
7 May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are          
irrevocable so that, while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 

[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people 
whom he foreknew. 
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to 



God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now 
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive       
mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

R The Word of God, Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly may stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28  Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart 
rather than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a 
woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew.  C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.”  
12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly     
Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. 
And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, 
“Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do 
you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the   
sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what           
defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, 
false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does 
not defile.” 
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a         

 



Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And 
his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and 
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.   
 

P The Gospel of the Lord    C Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 

(9:00) NOISY OFFERING    
Gifts received in the Noisy Offering will be split between  

 ELCA World Hunger and local food pantries  
 

SERMON                                   Pastor Paul Holmer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”             ELW (red book) # 716 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into       
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: Merciful God.  Please respond with:  Receive our prayer. 

P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
 name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.   C And also with you. 
    We share Christ's peace with one another. 
      



The assembly is seated. 
(9:00) INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
P In and through the love of God, we are blessed in so many ways.  In this time of       

offering, we have another opportunity to share our blessings - that they may bless    
others! 

 

(9:00) MUSICAL OFFERING           “Pieces for a Musical Clock #3”  by G.F. Handel 
 

The assembly may stand.  
OFFERING RESPONSE            



 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
 share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
 the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

The assembly may stand 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…    … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
 done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
 forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
 evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast. 
 The assembly is seated.  All who trust that Christ is truly present in the sacrament are    
welcome to partake of this meal.  All are welcome to come forward as the ushers direct you.  
However, you are also welcome to remain in your pew and the Lord’s Supper will be brought to 
you; simply let the usher know your desire when they come to your pew. 
 Wine, grape juice and gluten-free options are available.  The grape juice is the             
light-colored liquid in the center ring of the trays.  Place your empty glass in the receptacle  
available as you head back to your seat via the side aisle. 

COMMUNION MUSIC      (5:30)  “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”             ELW (red book) # 461 
        (9:00)           Instrumental Guitar         Tom Bass 
   

The assembly may stand 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C Amen. 

 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are  
 filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
 meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the 
 name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
C Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN:      “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” vs. 1-4      ELW (red book) # 886 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                “Prelude & Fugue in A Minor”  by J. Fischer 
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in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

• Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by  

        permission. 

• Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  

        Annual License #SAS0006465 

• Used by permission CCLI License # 2307808 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS       5:30 pm         9:00 am 
Proclaimer:   Pastor Paul Holmer  Pastor Paul Holmer 
Musician:   Christine Holmer  Christine Holmer 
Assisting Minister:  Jeanne Crow   Deb Vath 
Communion Servers:         Marsha Smith & Linda Shaff Diane Shirley & Linda Flikkema 
Greeters:   Cathy Layton-Johnson  Jim & Barb Rhoades 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS this weekend are provided by Jeanne Crow in honor of all with birthdays in 
August. 
 

THE RADIO BROADCAST this weekend is sponsored by Ardell & Shirley Wolf in celebration of 
their wedding anniversary on August 16th. 
 





Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 



FELLOWSHIP: Please join the Fellowship committee in the Gathering Space after Sunday    
morning’s worship service to celebrate all those with August birthdays with a time of fellowship 
and light refreshments. 
 

SAVE THE DATE - ZION BLOOD DRIVE: Zion’s next blood drive will be held on Monday, October 
12th from 3:00 to 6:00 pm. If you would like to give at Zion’s blood drive, your last day to give 
blood at another location is August 17th. to sign-up for this blood drive you may go to 
www.bloodcenter.org or contact Deb Vath at djvath@mchsi.com. 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: ATTENTION Children, Youth, and Educators! Be sure to attend 
worship with your backpack the weekend of August 29 and 30.  During the service you will   
receive a blessing  and your backpack/school bag blessed as you begin a new school year. See 
you in church the last weekend in August...remember to bring your backpack! 
 

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS: If you are the parent of a child who you feel is ready to, but has 
not yet taken, communion with the congregation, please contact Pastor Barb regarding an             
upcoming First Communion class. 
 

ZION’S CHILDCARE IS HIRING: Zion’s childcare is currently hiring for a Four-year-old Preschool 
Assistant and Child Care Assistant.  Benefits include: Iowa residents qualify for reduced child 
care & preschool; IL residents receive half-off childcare and preschool tuition; Holiday pay after 
90 days; Personal pay after 1 year; Monthly attendance bonuses available – up to $600 per 
year. If you, or someone you know is interested, please send them our way!!  The positions will 
start ASAP!! Please apply at Zion Childcare Preschool, 439 3rd Ave S. 
 

MID-YEAR GIVING STATEMENTS: 2026 mid-year giving statements are available in the narthex. 
The statements are in alphabetical order by last name.  Please pick up your statement as you 
leave services.  If you see an error in your statement, please contact Linda Dutchess or Zion’s 
office. 
 

PORK & SAUERKRAUT SUPPER TICKETS are now available in Zion’s office.  Tickets are $15.00. 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLY SHOWER: The Social Ministry Committee thought now would be a good time 
to let everyone know we will once again be hosting our annual School Supply Shower for    
Jefferson Elementary School during January of 2027. We host this event in January as by that 
time in the school year, supplies are running low and need to be replenished. Now is a great 
time to plan ahead and purchase school supplies when the store shelves are loaded and prices 
are at their best . The Social Ministry Committee appreciates all the donations given by the   
Zion congregation throughout the years, and the Jefferson staff and students are so very   
grateful as well. 
 



PRAYER LIST:   LeAnn DePue   Suzan Jacobsen  
    Erin Montgomery  Tom & Judy McLaughlin    
    Ernie Varga   Kay Weispfenning   
    Doug Witt 
   

HAPPENING AT ZION THIS WEEK: 
Tuesday, August 18th: 3:15 pm– Centering Prayer 
Wednesday, August 19th: 10:00 am– Zion Book Club 
Saturday, August 22nd: 5:30 pm– Worship  
Sunday, August 23rd:   9:00 am– Worship  
    10:00 am– Fellowship 
 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
Saturday, August 8 5:30 attendance                46            
Sunday, August 9 9:00 attendance               75 
Total Weekend In-Person attendance           121 







Zion Lutheran Church 
439 Third Avenue South 

Clinton, IA 52732 

Rev. Barbara Hayden, Interim Pastor 
pastorbarb@zionlutheranclinton.org 

 

 

 

Amanda Deuermeyer, Office Administrator 
officeadministrator@zionlutheranclinton.org 

Kelly Bork, Child Care Director 
zioncc-ps@hotmail.com 

 

Patrick Hoffman, Custodian 
 

Zion Contact Information 

 Church Address     Child Care Address 
 439 3rd Ave S.      430 3rd Ave S 
 Clinton, IA 52732     Clinton, IA 52732 
 Phone: 563-242-7391     Phone: 563-243-9393 

The 9:00 am worship service streamed live on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/zionlutheranchurchclinton)   

And will be broadcast on  KROS, 1340 AM and 105.9 FM, at 10:30 am  

Zion’s Church directory is located at instantchurchdirectory.com or may be             
downloaded from Google Play or the Apple Store to be available on your devices. 

If you have any questions or need help,  
please contact Linda Dutchess at 563-202-4418. 
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