
Zion Lutheran Church 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
5:30 p.m. August 23, 2025 
9:00 a.m. August 24, 2025 

 

Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will 
do for us what the Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful 
things God is doing. 



Welcome 

Welcome to worship at Zion Lutheran Church.  May this time honor God and inspire you.  
Worship details: In this bulletin, bold print indicates the congregation’s responses.  Assisted 
listening devices, which are cleaned, disinfected, and have earpads replaced after each service 
are available in the narthex; ask an usher.  Hospitality details: A family restroom is located in 
the hallway next to the sanctuary.  If you are visiting today, please feel free to sign the Guest 
Registry located in the narthex.  We ask that ALL members, regular visitors, and guests sign the 
pew pad sheet, so that we can better get to know each other. 
 

PRELUDE        
 

RINGING OF BELL 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The assembly may stand 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Merciful God, 
C You free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
 You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life 
 you offer. 
 You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in     
 doing what is right. 
 In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show 
 us the path of life.  
 Amen. 
 

P You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 

 of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed 
 with Christ, you are a new creation. 
C Amen. 



HYMN:                      “Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table”                    ACS # 977  



GREETING  
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
  Spirit be with you all. 
C  And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 





PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
C O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great 
 dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so 
 that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your 
 Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated 
Isaiah 58:9b-14  God promises those who have returned from exile that where justice and   
mercy prevail, the ruins will be rebuilt and light will rise in the darkness. It is a day for new    
beginnings. 
 

 9b If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 
if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall 
rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11 The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places and make 
your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters 
never fail.  
 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
 13 If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, from pursuing your own interests on my holy 
day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the Lord honorable; if you honor it, 
not going your own ways, serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs; 14 then you 
shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; I will feed 
you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 
 

R Word of God, word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 103:1-8  (read responsively) 
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits— 
3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases; 
4 who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  
5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
6 O Lord, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7 You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel. 
8 Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 



Hebrews 12:18-29  Using images of Moses, the writer presents a striking vision of the new 
covenant of God made possible in Christ. There is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise 
in Christ into which we are invited. 
 

18 You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and 
gloom, and a tempest, 19 and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the 
hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. 20 (For they could not endure the order 
that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 21 
Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22 But you have 
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to            
innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are         
enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made       
perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
  25 See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not escape when they 
refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the 
one who warns from heaven! 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has     
promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” 27 This phrase, 
“Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that 
what cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that      
cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable worship 
with reverence and awe, 29 for indeed our God is a consuming fire. 
 

R Word of God, word of life.  C Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly may stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  



Luke 13:10-17  Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning for her life. 
When challenged by a narrow reading of the sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding 
“sabbath work” to include setting people free from bondage. 

P The holy gospel according to Luke.   C Glory to you, O Lord. 

10 Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And just then there 
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over 
and was quite unable to stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, 
“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13 When he laid his hands on her, immediately 
she stood up straight and began praising God. 14 But the leader of the synagogue, indignant 
because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on 
which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured and not on the Sabbath 
day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the 
Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it to water? 16 And ought not this 
woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from 
this bondage on the Sabbath day?” 17 When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame, 
and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things being done by him. 

P The Gospel of the Lord C Praise to you, O Christ 

The assembly is seated 
CHILDREN’S SERMON & BLESSING OF BACKPACKS 

SERMON:  Rev. Dr. Ann Fritschel 

The assembly may stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  “O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come”  Page 13 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: Hear us, O God.     Please respond with:  Your mercy is great. 
 

P Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who     
 always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.  
C Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.   C And also with you. 
We share Christ's peace with one another. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
NOISY OFFERING   Gifts received in the Noisy Offering will be split between  

 ELCA World Hunger and local food pantries  
(Offering plates will not be passed during the service, but are available at the sanctuary          
entrance.) 
 

The assembly may stand. 
OFFERING RESPONSE      “Goodness is Stronger than Evil”  (Sung twice) 



OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the   
 harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our 
 labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 

P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…    … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 



Communion Hymn:                           “Have No Fear, Little Flock”           ELW (red book) # 764 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will  
 be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our  
 sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and  
 deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now  
 and forever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P The kingdom of God is set before you.  Eat and rejoice. 
 

 The assembly is seated.  All who trust that Christ is truly present in the sacrament are    
welcome to partake of this meal.  All are welcome to come forward as the ushers direct you.  
However, you are also welcome to remain in your pew and the Lord’s Supper will be brought 
to you; simply let the usher know your desire when they come to your pew. 
 Wine, grape juice and gluten-free options are available.  The grape juice is the light    
colored liquid in the center ring of the trays.  Place your empty glass in the receptacle available 
as you head back to your seat via the side aisle. 



The assembly may stand 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of 

your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and 
proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
The Spirit of God goes with you. Amen. 

BLESSING 
P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and 

the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 
C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN:                                 “How Firm a Foundation”  Page 14 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace! Live by the Spirit! 
C Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 5:30 pm  9:00 am 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Dr. Ann Fritschel Rev. Dr. Ann Fritschel 
Organist: Donica Vonderohe Donica Vonderohe 
Worship Assistant: Patti Lauritzen  Marilyn Fee 
Communion Servers:  Diane Dinning & Helen Steen   Jolene Burnett & Jessica Hilgendorf 
Greeters: Linda Shaff  Lynn McGraw & Jolene Burnett 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS this weekend are provided by Jeanne Crow. 







THE RADIO BROADCAST this Sunday is sponsored by Jim & Barb Rhoades. 
 

FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY is being hosted by the Worship Committee.  Please join them after 
the morning service for light refreshments.   
 

THIS SUNDAY WE WELCOME REV. DR. ANN FRITSCHEL.  Rev. Dr. Ann Fritschel will be            
celebrating the 40th anniversary of her ordination in 2026.  After graduating from Wartburg 
Seminary in 1986 she served as an associate pastor at St. John’s Lutheran in Dickinson, ND for 
three years and as pastor of a two-point parish in Mohall, ND for four years.  She received a 
Ph.D. from Emory University, Atlanta, GA and taught Old Testament/Hebrew Bible for 25 
years at Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, IA.  Ann has been joined in her retirement by her 
twin sister Barb, and two cats.  In her free time, she enjoys hiking, reading, and small home 
improvement projects.     
 

PORK & SAUERKRAUT SUPPER: Sign-up sheets for those who are willing to help with this 
year’s Pork & Sauerkraut Supper are now in the narthex. There is also a sign-up sheet for 
those who can donate a pie or chocolate cake for desserts.  Thank you to everyone for consid-
ering these opportunities! 
  

FAITH FUNDATIONS NEEDS YOU!: The program year of guiding our youth along their faith   
journey will resume on Wednesday, September 3rd. Our group is looking for people to join 
our Teaching and/or Kitchen Teams.  Teachers and classroom helpers form grade-level teams 
to share in the teaching; the teams teach on a rotating schedule so you are not required to be 
there to teach each week. Complete lesson plan ideas are available. Our kitchen team       
members prepare simple, delicious meals and also work on rotating schedules. 
 Please prayerfully consider this opportunity. Reach out to Linda Schoening, Dawn     
Eickert, Barb Rhoades, or Amanda in the office to say, “Yes, I’d love to join this team” or to 
learn more.  Thank YOU! 
 

HAPPENING AT ZION THIS WEEK: 
Monday, August 25th: 9:00 am– Quilting 
Wednesday, August 27th:   9:00 am– Morning Prayer/Bible Study 
    10:30 am– Courier Assembly 
Saturday, August 23rd:     5:30 pm– Worship  
Sunday, August 24th:   9:00 am– Worship 
     

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
Saturday, August 16th 5:30 attendance                    56 
Sunday, August 17th 9:00 attendance                       82 
Total Weekend In-Person Attendance                      138 







Zion Lutheran Church 
439 Third Avenue South 

Clinton, IA 52732 

Rev. Barbara Hayden, Interim Pastor 
pastorbarb@zionlutheranclinton.org 

 

Amanda Deuermeyer, Office Administrator 
officeadministrator@zionlutheranclinton.org 

Kelly Bork, Child Care Director 
zioncc-ps@hotmail.com 

 

Donica Vonderohe, Music Director 
music@zionlutheranclinton.org 

Zion Contact Information 

 Church Address     Child Care Address 
 439 3rd Ave S.      430 3rd Ave S 
 Clinton, IA 52732     Clinton, IA 52732 
 Phone: 563-242-7391     Phone: 563-243-9393 

The 9:00 am worship service will be broadcast on  
   KROS, 1340 AM and 105.9 FM, at 10:30 am  

Facebook Live at 9:00 am on Sundays 
www.facebook.com/zionlutheranchurchclinton 

Patrick Hoffman, Custodian 
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