
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church

Eighteenth Sunday a�er Pentecost
5:30 p.m. September 26, 2026
9:00 a.m. September 27, 2026

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of 
God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God 
offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, pu�ng 
the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we 
offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.



Welcome
Welcome to worship at Zion Lutheran Church.  May this �me honor God and inspire you. 
Worship details: In this bulle�n, bold print indicates the congrega�on’s responses.  Assisted 
listening devices, which are cleaned, disinfected, and have earpads replaced a�er each service
are available in the narthex; ask an usher.  Hospitality details: A family restroom is located in 
the hallway next to the sanctuary.  If you are visi�ng today, please feel free to sign the Guest 
Registry located in the narthex.  We ask that ALL members, regular visitors, and guests sign the 
pew pad sheet, so that we can be�er get to know each other.

PRELUDE                      

RINGING OF BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 

upon the earth.
C Amen.
P Confident that God jus�fies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
(Silence is kept for reflec�on.)
P Compassionate God,
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our 

own hearts. Crea�on groans from overuse. Jealousy and bi�erness strain our                    
 rela�onships. Indifference keeps us from seeking jus�ce. Divisions disrupt your 

call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world 
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the 
way of Jesus Christ. Amen.



P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is 
no condemna�on, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely  
this healing gi� of grace.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:       “God is Here!"                        ELW (red book) # 526

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frail�es and failings. Give us your 

grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the 
way of salva�on, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.







Ma�hew 21:23-32 A�er driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins 
teaching there. His authority is ques�oned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in 
charge of the temple.

P The holy gospel according to Ma�hew.  C Glory to you, O Lord.
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 
as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one ques�on; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the bap�sm of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 
in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not 
go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the pros�tutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead 
of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but 
the tax collectors and the pros�tutes believed him, and even a�er you saw it you did not 
change your minds and believe him.”

P The Gospel of the Lord   C Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

(9:00) NOISY OFFERING   
Gi�s received in the Noisy Offering will be split between

ELCA World Hunger and local food pantries

SERMON                   Pastor Barbara Hayden

HYMN OF THE DAY           “All People That on Earth Do Dwell"            ELW (red book) # 883

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy   Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon�us Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the    
forgiveness of sins, the resurrec�on of the body, and the life everlas�ng. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each pe��on ends with: Hear us, O God.  Please respond with:  Your mercy is great.

P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgo�en to ask, and whatever else 
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

PEACE
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.   C And also with you.
    We share Christ's peace with one another.

The assembly is seated.
(9:00) INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
P In and through the love of God, we are blessed in so many ways.  In this �me of offering, 

we have another opportunity to share our blessings - that they may bless others!

(9:00) MUSICAL OFFERING           

The assembly may stand. 
OFFERING RESPONSE                     “In the Singing”  



OFFERING PRAYER
A God of crea�on, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 

from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gi�s, our abili�es, and our 
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C Amen.

The assembly may stand
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Li� up your hearts.
C  We li� them up to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all �mes and in all places  

give thanks and praise…    … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the �me of trial and deliver us from evil.  For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

The assembly is seated.  All who trust that Christ is truly present in the sacrament are 
welcome to partake of this meal.  All are welcome to come forward as the ushers direct 
you.  However, you are also welcome to remain in your pew and the Lord’s Supper will be 
brought to you; simply let the usher know your desire when they come to your pew.
Wine, grape juice and gluten-free op�ons are available. The grape juice is the             
light-colored liquid in the center ring of the trays. Place your empty glass in the 
receptacle  available as you head back to your seat via the side aisle.

COMMUNION MUSIC      (5:30)     Recording by Peter Mayer
        (9:00)     "Let Us Break Bread Together"   Guitar Instrumental   Tom Bass



The assembly may stand
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Let us pray.  Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy  

and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your libera�on, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the           
interceding of the Spirit.
C Amen.
P The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN:                “God's Work, Our Hands"       Page 13

DISMISSAL
P Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE                
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WORSHIP LEADERS       5:30 pm         9:00 am
Proclaimer:   Pastor Barbara Hayden Pastor Barbara Hayden
Musician:   Donica Vonderohe  Donica Vonderohe
Assis�ng Minister:  Linda Dutchess  Marilyn Fee
Communion Servers:   Steve & Jane Teney  Jolene Burne� & Jessica Hilgendorf
Greeters:   Helen Steen   Jim Richter & Barb Widder



ALTAR FLOWERS this weekend are provided by Lois Jellings in celebra�on of her 101st birthday.

ZION’S CHILDCARE IS HIRING: Zion’s childcare is currently hiring for a Four-year-old Preschool 
Assistant and Child Care Assistant.  Benefits include: Iowa residents qualify for reduced child 
care & preschool; IL residents receive half-off childcare and preschool tui�on; Holiday pay a�er 
90 days; Personal pay a�er 1 year; Monthly a�endance bonuses available – up to $600 per year. 
If you, or someone you know is interested, please send them our way!!  The posi�ons will start 
ASAP!! Please apply at Zion Childcare Preschool, 439 3rd Ave S.

CONGRATULATIONS to the following young people who, on Saturday night, 9/19, 
acknowledged their fiath in our Lord Jesus Christ through the recep�on of bap�sm!
• Cooper Ma�hew Mallinger
• Landan Riley Yaddof-Ketelsen
• Nina Chris�na May
• Kie Eli Yaddof
Welcome to the family of God!

THE ZION SAUERKRAUT SUPPER was a great success!  Thank you to all who helped in so many 
ways. It was a great day of fellowship with our Zion family.

BULLETIN ISSUES: As of October 1st, the so�ware that has been used to create the bulle�ns will 
no longer be available. Amanda has been working to learn new so�ware that will allow her to 
create the bulle�ns in the style the congrega�on is used to. The new so�ware is much more 
involved than the previous and there are kinks that need to be worked out. Please bear with her 
as she does her best through this transi�on period.  Most no�bly will be blurring where there 
used to be none, especially in music inserted and in the PDF version posted on the website.  
Thank you for your understanding during the transi�on.

PRAYER LIST:   LeAnn DePue   Tom & Judy McLaughlin 
    Larry Mommesen  Erin Montgomery  
    Ernie Varga   Kay Weispfenning  
    Doug Wi�
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HAPPENING AT ZION THIS WEEK:
Monday, September 28th: 5:30 pm- Girl Scouts
Tuesday, September 29th: 3:15 pm- Centering Prayer

5:30 pm– Boy Scouts
Wednesday, September 30th: 10:00 am– Morning Prayer/Bible Study

Saturday,October 2nd: 
Sunday,October 3rd:  

5:15 pm– Faith FUNda�ons & Confirma�on 
5:30 pm– Worship 
9:00 am– Worship 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Saturday, September 19 5:30 a�endance 52 
Sunday, September 20 9:00 a�endance    80
Total Weekend In-Person a�endance        132
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Zion Contact Informa�on
Rev. Barbara Hayden, Interim Pastor  Kelly Bork, Child Care Director
pastorbarb@zionlutheranclinton.org      zioncc-ps@hotmail.com
� � ��� ������������
Amanda Deuermeyer, Office Administrator   Patrick Hoffman, Custodian
officeadministrator@zionlutheranclinton.org

Church Address     Child Care Address
 439 3rd Ave S.      430 3rd Ave S
 Clinton, IA 52732     Clinton, IA 52732
 Phone: 563-242-7391     Phone: 563-243-9393

Zion’s Church directory is located at instantchurchdirectory.com or may be downloaded from 
Google Play or the Apple Store to be available on your devices.

If you have any ques�ons or need help,
please contact Linda Dutchess at 563-202-4418.

The 9:00 am worship service streamed live on Facebook  (www.facebook.com/
zionlutheranchurchclinton)

And will be broadcast on KROS, 1340 AM and 105.9 FM, at 10:30 am.


