December 3" & 4" — 2" Sunday of Advent

A As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world

that yearns for new hope.
A brief silence.

A God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers
and theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and
instruct your people. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction
will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its
creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders
who will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges,
lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot
advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any
who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of
human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter,
refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us.
Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We
pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved
ones. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

P You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give
thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with
them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name
we pray.

Amen.



