Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church

1st Sunday of Advent
5:30 p.m. November 27, 2021
9:00 a.m. November 28, 2021
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but
that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks.
The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians
awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for
the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days:
another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper.

Welcome
Welcome to worship at Zion Lutheran Church. May this time honor God and inspire you.
Worship details: In this bulletin, bold print indicates the congregation’s responses. Assisted listening
devices, which are cleaned, disinfected, and have earpads replaced after each service are available in
the narthex; ask an usher. Hospitality details: A family restroom is located in the hallway next to the
sanctuary.

PRELUDE
INTRODUCTION TO DAY
ANNOUNCEMENTS, TEMPLE TALK & RINGING OF BELL
(Stand)

C

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the
lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.

P

Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing
that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find
our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We
forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us,
Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.

P

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy
Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the
eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow
the way of peace
Amen.

C

HYMN:

“Fling Wide the Door”

ELW (red book) # 259

P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
P
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for
Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we
may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten
us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through
Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
C
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray.
C
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to
the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(Sit)

Jeremiah 33:14-16 In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in
relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In
today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that
God is even now working salvation for Israel.
14
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
R
The Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25:1-10 (read responsively)
1
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph
over me.
3
Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are
treacherous.
4
Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted
all the day long.
6
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your
steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
8
You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9
You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
10
All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your
covenant and your testimonies.

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is
exuberant with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing
thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church.
9
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in
love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
R

The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Luke 21:25-36 God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment
abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s
people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.

P

The holy gospel according to Luke.
25

C

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption
is drawing near.”
29
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this

generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.
34
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son
of Man.”
P

The Gospel of the Lord

C

Praise to you, O Christ

(Sit)

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON
(Stand)

HYMN:

“Advent Hope in the Midst of Difficult Days”
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

Pastor Mark Luepke
ELW (red book) # 244

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with: Hear us, O God.
Please respond with: Your mercy is great.
P
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
C
Amen.
PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
(Sit)

C

And also with you.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
P
Rejoice! Emmanuel, “God with us,” shall come to you. May we always share the gifts
God has given us, so that others may be blessed with and through God’s gifts. May we
share in our giving, in our proclamation, in our actions, and through our very presence.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

(sung twice)

OFFERING PRAYER
A
Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and
our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you
in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.
(Stand)

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them up to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise… … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
P
As we wait and prepare for the coming of the Lord in all his glory, and are awakened to
his presence every day, we pray together as he has taught us.
C
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
You may stand, sit or kneel. After the pastor says “The body of Christ given for you,” take the
tab off the wafer end of your “chalice” and eat the bread. Then, after the pastor says “The blood of
Christ shed for you,” take the tab off the wine or grape juice and drink it.
After the service, please place the empty “chalice” in the trash receptacle in the narthex.
COMMUNION MUSIC

P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us pray. Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s
power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with
all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen.
(Stand)

BLESSING
P
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
C
Amen.
HYMN:

“Hark, A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!”

ELW (red book) # 246

DISMISSAL
P
Go in peace. Christ is near.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Proclaimer:
Organist:
Worship Assistant:

5:30 pm
Pastor Mark Luepke
Donica Vonderohe
Patti Lauritzen

9:00 am
Pastor Mark Luepke
Donica Vonderohe
Linda Gruhn

ALTAR FLOWERS this weekend are provided by Darryl & Carol Gruhn in honor of their 59th
wedding anniversary and loved ones.
A BLUE THANKOFFERING ENVELOPE is in the pew rack this weekend. This is for the
women of the church to use for their THANKOFFERING that goes to support the ministries of
the “Women of the ELCA.” As far back as the 1800’s, women would act together as “cent” or
“mite” societies to support the work of the church. When Women of the ELCA was formed in
1987, we committed to continue the tradition of giving in gratitude for blessings. Each year, in
thousands of congregations, Thankofferings are given to support the life-changing ministries of
Women of the ELCA. Together we do more than we could ever do apart.

COVID-19 & ZION’S WORSHIP SERVICES: Zion’s Congregation Council, guided by
CDC guidelines, shares the following in regards to our worship gatherings. a) With Clinton
county currently noted as being an area of “substantial or high transmission” of the coronavirus,
both vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals are encouraged to wear masks in indoor public
settings. b) To provide social distancing, some pews are roped-off. In the event that all open
pews are filled, individuals may need take a rope off to be seated in a roped-off pew.
c) Offering plates are not being passed during the service. They are located at the entrances of
the sanctuary. d) While the children’s room at the rear of the sanctuary is now open for use, the
children’s activity bags are not yet available.
DON’T FORGET YOUR UNDERWEAR! “Undy Sunday” collection will continue this
weekend. Again this year, the Social Ministry Committee is collecting donations of socks and
underwear that will be distributed to area children through the local “Holiday Network”. You
may shop for any age child, boy or girl. Not up to shopping this year???? Make a cash
donation and we will shop for you. Thank you for your gifts!
ZION’S 38TH ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION to benefit Information Referral and Assistance
Services will be held via a virtual event December 3rd and 4th on Zion’s Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/zionlutheranchurchclinton. Bidding on items will begin at 5 pm Friday
evening and continue until 5 pm Saturday. Bidding will be done through comments on the
item’s picture.
Pickup of auction items will be from 10 am to 12 noon on Sunday, December 5th.
REBECCA CIRCLE will be meting at 11:30 am on December 1st at Jenny’s Diner (517 N
2nd St). This meeting will be instead of the normal monthly meeting.
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Saturday, November 20th 5:30 in-person worship attendance
Sunday, November 21st 9:00 in-person worship attendance
Total Weekend In-Person Attendance

46
89
135

HAPPENING AT ZION THIS WEEK:
Monday, November 29th:
9 am– Quilters
Tuesday, November 30th:
6 pm– Boy Scouts
6 pm– Nominating Committee Meeting
Wednesday, December 1st: 5:15 pm– Faith FUNdations and Confirmation Class
Thursday, December 2nd:
5:30 pm– Bell Choir
6:30 pm– Choir
Friday, December 3rd: Pastor’s Day Off
5 pm– Silent Auction begins on Facebook
5 pm– Foster Care Christmas Party
Saturday, December 4th:
5 pm– Silent Auction ends on Facebook
5:30 pm– Worship
Sunday, December 5th:
9 am– Worship
10 am to 12 pm– Pickup of Silent Auction items
1 pm– GriefShare Holiday Session
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