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 “A November Thanksgiving Potpourri” 
 

Many months of the year have a holiday within them that tends to provide a theme for the 
whole month.  Valentine’s Day provides February with a much needed gift of warmth through 
the loving hearts we see and experience.  While the month of July begins with the celebration of 
Independence Day, the fireworks and firecrackers (for better or for worse) last through the 
whole month.  And December is gifted by the celebration of Christmas – as we remember THE 
Gift and share our gifts with others. 
 

Here we are at the beginning of November.  Yes, the remains of Halloween are still with us – 
whether they be the neighbor’s Halloween decorations or the leftover trick-or-treat candy that 
never made it into a child’s outstretched hands.  That candy is now working to stretch our own 
mid-sections.  But November is a month of Thanksgiving.  And it is with thanksgiving that I 
write this November Courier article.   
 

Within this newsletter you will see a good many reasons to give thanks – as well as a good 
many opportunities in which to become involved at and through Zion.  I will only be lifting up 
a few of them. Make sure you read the rest of this newsletter! 
 

I’ll first start with a “November Eve” opportunity.  Realizing that the majority of you will be 
receiving this mailing before Reformation weekend (October 29th and 30th), I want to remind 
you that Bishop Amy Current will be with us at Zion on this weekend.  It would be wonderful 
to have a great turnout at these worship services to welcome and to get to meet our bishop.   
Parents of children?  It would be additionally great to have Bishop Current get a taste of the gift 
of life that Zion knows through our children.  I hope you can be here! 
 

The first Sunday in November is “All Saints Sunday” – a day in which we remember and give 
thanks for the saints (those made holy through Jesus Christ) who have gone before us.  The plan 
is that our children will be singing with Zion’s choir on that Sunday morning (thank you!) – a 
morning in which we will also celebrate a confirmation.  A freshman in high school, Talon, who 
has been a part of Zion’s confirmation class, has grown up as a member of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church.  As he affirms the gift of God through his baptism, we will also be welcoming him as a 
new member of Zion Lutheran Church.   
 

The Clinton Ministerial Association is offering a time of community thanks and an opportunity 
for service on Thursday, November 17th.  This event will take place in the Gathering Space of 
Zion Lutheran Church.  Please make note of what is shared about this event further on in this 
newsletter.   
 

We’ll celebrate another baptism in November.  Folks will be blessed through our GriefShare 
ministry as we approach a potentially tougher time to be in grief – the holidays.  The RiverChor 
will be making use of Zion’s wonderful building as they share their fall concert.  The Morning 

Pastor Mark Luepke 



 

 

Becoming a Member of Zion Lutheran Church? 
 

 When someone wishes to become a member of Zion Lutheran Church, they first        
converse with the pastor.  This conversation may lead to baptism (for one who has not been 
baptized), an information and education session with the pastor (if one is coming from a non-
Lutheran background), and/or transferring one’s membership from another congregation.  The 
names of those choosing to join Zion are then submitted to the Congregation Council for       
approval.   
 Once the Council gives their official approval, a formal welcome by the congregation 
takes place within an upcoming worship service.  However, we usually wait until we have more 
than one individual to welcome before scheduling this service.   
 We currently have four individuals whose names have been presented to the Council and 
are awaiting their congregation welcome.  Before proceeding to choose a weekend for this to 
take place, we would like to know if there are any others who desire to be welcomed into       
Zion’s membership before the end of this year.  If so, please contact Pastor Mark by       
Monday, November 14th and/or indicate your desire on the yellow pew pads.  We can then 
converse about and move forward on this.   
 May ALL know that they are always welcome at Zion!  

Prayer group will continue to gather for study, prayer, and the Lord’s Supper – and take a field 
trip, too.  Our Faith FUNdations kids and adults will continue to get together on Wednesday   
evenings for great nights of food, fun, and learning.  And in considering how we (as individuals 
and as a congregation) have been blessed, we will be reminded this month to consider our many 
gifts and how we can gratefully share them with and through this congregation.   
 

I invite you to let God the Holy Spirit fill you with a spirit of thanksgiving in this month of    
November.  But let’s not shut off this gift when the month comes to an end.  May our LIVES be 
lives of thanksgiving for the gifts we know – in good times and in tough times. 
 

       In thanksgiving to be able to serve with you,  
 

Pastor Mark Luepke 

In-person worship services are: Saturdays 5:30 pm 
      Sundays    9:00 am 
 

Radio Broadcasts on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am on KROS 105.9 FM or 1340 AM.   
     
Video services are offered via Facebook (www.facebook.com/zionlutheranchurchclinton) 
and on Zion’s website (www.zionlutheranclinton.org) 



 

 

 

October was a busy month that was full of fun!    All our preschool classes were able to visit the 
fire station.  This is one of their favorite trips!  
The firemen do such a great job showing all the 
ins and outs of the station and all the emergency 
vehicles.  The kids’ favorite thing is seeing the    
firemen come down the pole!!  
 

Our 4’s preschool classes also got to go on a trip 
to the Sawmill Museum.  They enjoyed checking 
everything out and playing with everything that is 
offered there…..especially the water exhibit. 
 

Our child care and preschool classrooms enjoyed 
their Halloween parties that were held on October 

31st.  They have such a great time with all the   
activities and also going around the building to 
trick or treat and show off their costumes.  
Some of our parents also joined us for the    
party!! 
 

Zion Child Care Preschool is celebrating their 
41st birthday on November 1st!!  Our very first 
day of operation was November 1, 1981.  We 
are so proud of our program and thank         
everyone that has made it  possible along the 
way to provide quality child care and preschool 
to our community!!  
 

 

We appreciate all of the love and support!! 
 

   Kelly Bork, Director 



 

 

New Zion Library Books for November 2022 
 

 
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely is a novel about two 
high school boys, one White, one Black.  Their lives become intertwined when 
one boy witnesses the other being beat up by a policeman.  How they live their 
lives after this is told, day by day, from each one’s point of view and involves 
their whole community.  Very timely subject!  Donated by Bill Zickau. 
 
Our Man in Charleston by Christopher Dickey is the true story 
of a young man, Robert Bunch, who is Great Britain’s diplomat 

in Charleston during the lead-up to the Civil War.  At this time in history,       
diplomats were expected to also send intelligence back to their home countries.  
As secession and war approached, the Southern states found themselves in an 
impossible position.  They knew that recognition from Great Britain would be 
essential to the survival of the Confederacy, and also that such recognition was 
likely to be withheld if the South reopened the Atlantic slave trade.  Robert 
Bunch knew that the economic survival of the Confederacy would force the 
South to import slaves from Africa in massive numbers.  When Bunch was sent 
on an actual spy mission to the Confederacy, he finds himself in the middle of a fight between 
the Union and Great Britain that Secretary of State William Seward says threatens to “wrap the 
world in flames.”  History, a spy story, intrigue and surprises await the reader of this book.   
Donated by Allan Rathje  

 Zion’s Book Club 
 

Zion’s Book Club will meet on Wednesday, November 16th, at 10:00 a.m. 
in the library.  We will be discussing The Parker Inheritance by Varian 
Johnson.  This is a novel in which 12-year-old Candace finds a letter in an 
old attic in Lambert, South Carolina.  She isn’t sure she should read it.  It’s 
addressed to her grandmother who left town in shame, but the letter        
describes an injustice that happened decades ago.  A mystery unfolds, and 
a fortune awaits the person who solves the puzzle.   
 The books are on the cart in the library for checkout.  Please return 
your book to Zion’s library when you finish reading it, so others can also 
enjoy it.   All books are due on book club day.  Come join us!  

Committee Annual Reports 
 

 While we still have a few months left in the year, it is important to note the deadlines for 
committee annual reports to be turned in to Amanda for inclusion in the final church annual     
report.  Please make note of these dates as it is important these deadlines be met so that all       
reports get included in the final report. 
 Committees whose reports do not require end of year financial information are due to 
Amanda on Friday, December 30, 2022. 
 Reports for committees that do require end of year financial data need to be turned in no 
later than Wednesday, January 11, 2023. 



 

 

Faith FUNdations 
 
Wow!  We are two months into Faith FUNdations and the children and adult volunteers are   
really enjoying it!  In the month of October our classes discussed Hannah and Samuel.  It is 
amazing to see how much they learn after four nights of lessons. November’s lesson will be 
The Widow’s Offering.  

 

We also participated in Kids Against Hunger in October!  What 
an amazing turn out!! We had approximately 35 children and 20 
adults there to prepare meals for other children.  It was so       
heartwarming to watch some of the middle school kids help the 
little preschoolers with their 
tasks. At the end of the night, we 
were able to prepare 3000 meals 
(6 meals in each bag).  Since    
Zion has partnered with Kids 
Against Hunger, we have    
packaged 40,080 meals! 
 

In addition to all the excitement 
in October please mark your  
calendars for Sunday, November 

6th, 2022, as the children will be singing at the 9:00a.m.   
service.  More information to come. The children have been 
working hard and we look forward to seeing them all in 
church!  There will be no Faith FUNdations on Wednesday, 
November 23rd, 2022, and we will resume on  November 
30th.  
 

The number of volunteers and children continue to grow, and we are always excited to see 
new faces!  If you are thinking of bringing your child please contact the church office, Linda 
Schoening or Judy Carstensen for more information. 



 

 



 

 

continued on next page... 

Stewards of God 
 

 Good day and God Bless from Zion’s Stewardship Committee. It is that time of year when 
Zion starts preparing for the coming year. That entails planning and budgeting. Of course, we do not 
have to tell you that, because every family is doing the same thing. You may be considering          
applying for a new job, buying a house or car, or paying off long-standing credit cards. Some      
families may just be trying to figure out how they will pay their everyday expenses. Planning is    
essential in our personal lives and in business. The same is true for Zion Lutheran. Zion’s Council 
needs to make plans for 2023. It will consider mission obligations, benevolence, new projects, and 
all expenses  related to keeping the church on track. Part of that plan is preparing a budget that   
considers all the above for 2023. A vital part of that budget is figuring out what funds (income) will 
be available to cover all expenses. That is why the Stewardship Committee is asking every member 
to examine their “Plan for Giving for 2023”. The Stewardship Committee will be mailing out “Plan 
for Giving” materials in early November to each church family. The mailing will contain a Plan for 
Giving Card along with some additional materials to help you in establishing your Plan for Giving 
to Zion in 2023. We ask that you return your Plan during the Saturday evening service on November 
12, or at the Sunday morning service on November 13. Other alternatives to return your card are to 
drop it in the box set aside for that purpose in the narthex of the church or to mail it to the church 
office.  
 

 After the giving cards are returned Zion’s Council will prepare the 2023 annual budget for the 
church. The budget will be submitted to the congregation for approval at Zion’s Annual Meeting. 
The budget contains figures for Zion’s projected 2023 income and expenses. Some of the categories 
included in the budget are capital improvements, mission, benevolence, and operating expenses. 
These expenses include, but are not limited to, utilities, insurance, salaries, mission expenses,  
building maintenance, capital improvements, supplies, and many more. Your Plan for Giving is a 
crucial element in planning the church’s 2023 budget. Zion cannot move forward without the funds 
to implement its mission,  paying its staff and covering the costs of the church building and      
premises. God has truly blessed Zion and its members’ families. 
 

 God does not need our money. God owns everything. God is more interested in our hearts 
than in our possessions. God has given each of us all that we have. We have substance because of 
God’s gifts to us.  
 

 Most people immediately think of money when they hear the word “stewardship.” But    
stewardship is so much bigger than finances. It is really a heart issue – a longing to offer everything 
we are and have to our Lord. Consider these truths from the Word of God as you prayerfully ask the 
Lord to synchronize your heart with God’s will.  Remember God’s gracious gifts to the world.   
Consider the wonder and beauty of God’s creation. God provides us daily with incredible riches and 
gifts which include a magnificent universe consisting of galaxies, solar systems, stars, planets and 
so much more. The earth is a beautiful home to billions of animal and plant species. We all live and 
enjoy life as part of this miraculous planet. We have been granted life, freedom, and free will. But 
the most amazing gift of all is Jesus Christ. God sacrificed his only son so that each one of us could 
enjoy eternal life with the Lord in paradise. 
 

 Let us look at three Biblical examples of women who gave substance from their hearts: 
 “A woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment.” Matthew 26:7  
 “Some women…provided for him out of their resources.” Luke 8:2-3  
 “He also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins.” Luke 21:2 



 

 

 

 The woman in Matthew chapter 26 lavished her substance on the Lord. She gave her        
ointment (some commentators say it cost her as much as one year’s wages), her tears, her hair, her 
love, and her heart-felt affection. Oh, how this woman lavished her gifts on the Lord!  
 

 The women in Luke chapter 8 ministered unto Jesus of their substance. The gifts they gave 
quite possibly amounted to all they had. They gave him money, but they also could have given 
food, clothing, a bed, sandals, or many other things. Who can doubt their giving was unto their 
Lord? 
 

 The poor widow in Luke chapter 24 gave everything she had. The widow practiced            
unnoticed giving. Who in the temple that day noticed the giving of that poor widow woman? The 
Lord noticed it, and the Lord notices our giving today. 
 

 God is not concerned with the amount of money you give, but God is concerned with your 
intention—are you giving from your heart? We sometimes get hung up with the mechanics of our 
tithes and offerings and forget that we are giving them to the Lord. Do you ever feel that your     
giving is unnoticed, overlooked, or criticized by others? Do not worry, you’re in good company! 
Note the Biblical women referenced above, it was not important to them what others thought if the 
Lord saw their giving. 
 

 Not everyone is able to make a gift of substance in the form of money. But consider a gift of 
your time and talent. Zion’s mission statement includes many opportunities for service. Service 
which amounts to a gift of substance. What substance can you give to the Lord? Examine your 
lives, time, and talents. God has provided you with something to give back. It is important that you 
give out of a heart of gratitude. Your gift may be in the form of a monetary tithe; it may be a     
physical possession; it may be volunteering your time as a church committee member (e.g. offering 
your assistance in Zion’s youth ministry program); it may be offering a specific talent that you   
possess for the Lord; or, it may be your faith offering for missions. Whatever it is, God has given it 
to you so you can give it back to God (see 2 Corinthians 8:11-12). 
       
       Stewardship Committee of Zion Lutheran Church 

...continued from previous page 



 

 

MORNING PRAYER FIELD TRIP 
 

 The group that meets for Morning Prayer on Wednesdays has been studying the        
creation story that is recorded in the first chapter of Genesis along with what science has 
taught us about the origins of the universe.  We have decided to make a field trip to Our Lady 
of the Prairie Retreat Center near Wheatland to explore the Cosmic Walk that is on the retreat 
center grounds. 
 

 An Eagle Scout project resulted in 22 stone markers being erected with signage that 
tells the story of our universe.  We will visit the Prairie and walk the path on Wednesday, 
November 2nd.  (Rides on a golf cart will be available for those who need assistance in   
walking hilly ground.)  We will car pool from the church at 10 am, after Morning Prayer.  
We will each bring a sack lunch to eat once we are at the retreat center.  Anyone is welcome 
to join us whether or not you attend Morning Prayer.  Let Joyce Ollie (563-243-5477) 
know if you are planning to attend, so rides can be coordinated.   



 

 

In the Hospital?  Moved to a Care Facility?  
 

Because of privacy laws, hospitals & care facilities are  
following strict guidelines for the sharing of patient/
resident information.  Please be sure to call the church  
office or the pastor to keep us informed.   

A “Visitation“ Note from Pastor Mark 
 During my time as your pastor, I have quite often heard something like “I know that you’re 
busy, so I didn’t call you.”  Let me respond to this statement with a couple of thoughts.   

 First, I greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness for me in regards to my work, well-being, and 
time.  Yes, I must admit that the call to serve as the pastor of Zion is a full and busy call.  But that 
is (usually) a good thing! 

 But if you need to call your pastor, please call your pastor.  I can’t think of a time (unless I 
was out of town or responding to an emergency) when someone has called with a request for a  
visit, or a prayer, or a time of conversation and counsel when I haven’t acted on that request.  This 
said, I know there have been times when I have received a non-specific invitation to stop by and 
“visit sometime,” when I have not followed through on that general invitation.  And, yes, that is 
usually because of my busyness.  “General visitation” seems almost impossible with all that needs 
to be done as your pastor.  So, if you need me to visit you, or you need to visit with me, please 
contact me and let me know.  We’ll make it happen! 

 As I re-read what I have written here, it occurs to me that it sounds like I am responding to 
something negative that has recently happened or some complaint.  This is not the case.  I think 
that it’s coming from my feelings of remorse that are generated from the fact that I have found that 
I can’t get everything done that I would like to do. 

    Busy with you in caring, sharing, and serving in Christ’s name, 

        Pastor Mark Luepke 

Homebound Communion Options 
 Is it difficult for you to join the members and friends of Zion in our times of worship     
together on Saturday evening or Sunday morning and, therefore, you find it difficult to receive  
Holy Communion?  If it is a transportation issue, Zion’s Evangelism Committee may be able to 
help.  If it is a matter of ill-health or physical disability, there are a couple of options available to 
you to receive the Lord’s Supper.   
 Zion has members that are willing to visit you and bring the Lord’s Supper with them.  
This particular ministry was side-lined by the COVID pandemic, but is now available for those 
who might want this. 
 Another option is to receive a few weeks supply of pre-packaged communion elements 
from Zion (wine and bread, grape juice and bread, or gluten-free bread and wine).  Then, as you    
worship with the congregation as you listen to the Sunday morning service on the radio or watch 
the service on Facebook (either livestream or at a later time), you can commune with the rest of 
the congregation.   
 If any of these options sound helpful to you, please call the church office.  We can answer 
your questions and/or connect you with a member of Zion who can. 



 

 

Special GriefShare Session 
 
Surviving the Holidays, a GriefShare ministry of Zion, is being offered for you to come and 
join others on Saturday, November 12, 2022 at 1:30 pm in Zion’s Library.  This is a 1-day 
special session for people to hear ideas from experts on coping with loss during special holidays.  
We will gather for a video presentation and a time of sharing.   There is a participant book   
available for $5.00, which accompanies the video.   
 

If you have questions, or would like to let us know you will be attending, please contact Diane 
Dinning @ 563-613-3444 or Linda Dutchess @ 563-202-4418 by November 4, 2022.  Thank 
you! 

A Thank You to Immanuel 
 

 When our sisters and brothers of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Clinton closed their     
congregation in September, they made sure that their closure would be a “Holy Closure.”  In   
other words, they wanted to continue to be in ministry even after their closure through their     
resources that were then gifted to other organizations and ministries.     
  

 Zion was the recipient of a $4,000 gift from Immanuel.  We are so very grateful!  When 
asked how – or to whom – we could express our thanks, (since there is no longer a congregation 
to which to send a thank you note), the leadership of Immanuel suggested that, with many   
members of Immanuel now participating in Zion’s worship services and receiving Zion’s    
newsletter, maybe we could put a “thank you” in our newsletter. 
 

 So, those who have been a part of the life of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Clinton, 
THANK YOU for your generous gift to Zion as the congregation you loved and cared for has 
now closed.  We join you in gratitude for the 150 years of ministry that God has worked through 
Immanuel.  And we thank you for the spirit of mutual ministry that guided you to decide to     
distribute your remaining resources to so many other ministries.  Zion appreciates being a part of 
this sharing. 
 

 Former members of Immanuel, would you please share this word of thanks with those 
who are not connected to Zion at this time?  And, as you do so, please consider sharing a word of         
encouragement to these folks to seek out a community of faith to be a part of, if they have not 
yet found one.   



 

 

 Council news 
Summary of Congregation Council Minutes – September 13, 2022 

(The full minutes are posted on the bulletin board near the church office.)  
 

Zion member Pastor Paul Holmer gave a presentation to the Council on the First Circle of Friends 
program.  This is an adult day program that engages individuals with memory loss in meaningful, 
cognitively stimulating activities.  After a question and answer period, Pastor Holmer requested 
that Zion take the First Circle of Friends under its umbrella as a non-profit organization.  The 
program had been previously under the umbrella of Immanuel Lutheran Church.  After discussion, 
the Council unanimously approved this request.    

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Luepke reported to the Council that he was invited to participate in the 
service of Closure for Immanuel Lutheran Church in Clinton and to celebrate their 150th 
anniversary.  At the conclusion of the service, Pastor accepted a check of $4,000 for Zion.   

Membership: Pastor moved to accept the transfers in of Larry Cramer from Immanuel, Camanche 
and Lorene Snyder from First Lutheran, Manchester.  Motion approved.   

Treasurer’s Report: Skip Carstensen reported to the Council that in the General Fund at the end 
of August, the YTD income balance is ahead of the YTD budget.   

The Council reviewed the audit report letter that was included in the Council packets.  The auditors 
found all financial records to be in good order. 

Committee Reports: Dennis Andersen, reporting for the Building and Grounds committee, 
brought before the Council the condition of 3rd Ave. South in front of the church property.  Dennis 
requested that a letter be sent to the City Engineer, Mayor, Councilperson and the Councilperson at 
Large requesting repair of the street.  It was decided that President Travis Morehead would draft 
the letter and Pastor Luepke would review the draft. 

The portico/canopy project was discussed and Dennis Andersen informed the Council that 
blueprints for the project have been developed by the architect and that a cost estimate could be 
coming by December.   

At the request of the Building and Grounds committee, there was a Council discussion on which 
Building and Grounds projects need Council approval due to their cost.  The Council’s 
understanding is that if the project cost is in the budget, no Council approval is needed to proceed.  
If funds for the project are to be drawn from Special Funds, then the project expenditures need 
Council approval.  

New Business: Vice-President Deb Vath, serving as the chair of the Finance Committee, reported 
to the Council that all committees have been requested to submit their budget requests by the 
October Council meeting. 

Fellowship for Reformation Sunday, when Bishop Amy Current will be with us, will be hosted by 
the Council at the 9:00 a.m. service.   

Pastor recognized Jurgen and Deb Duhr for their many years of service to Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.  This was Jurgen’s last Council meeting as he and Deb are moving to New York 
state. 

The Council  discussed the pastor’s 2023 health insurance designation.  The Council approved the 
insurance designation as it has been, which is the Gold+ Plan from Portico.  

The Council discussed the need to form the nominating committee.  

Melissa Werner was thanked for heading the Pork & Sauerkraut Supper this year. 



 

 

September 2022 at a glance 

FINANCIAL CORNER 

General Operating September Year To Date 

Income + $29,420.92 $287,446.98 

Expense - $27,982.46 $284,569.77 

Difference = $1,438.46 $2,877.21 

Weekend Saturday Sunday Total 

September 3 & 4 43 86 129 

September 10 & 11 43 80 123 

September 17 & 18 61 86 147 

September 24 & 25 51 119 170 

Average 50 93 142 

September In-Person Worship Attendance 

Food Pantry Needs  

 

 Information, Referral and Assistance Services – a service organization that Zion supports 
and, among other services, provides food assistance to those in need – is in need of assistance. 
 

 Zion’s food pantry grocery cart is located in the narthex of 
the church.  All food and personal hygiene donations are taken   
regularly to the IRAS pantry.  And, as always, you can give      
monetary donations in your “Food Pantry” offering envelopes OR 
in a pew envelope that you then mark as “Food Pantry.”  100% of 
these funds are given to IRAS for food pantry assistance.   
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ZION’S STAFF 
 

Rev. Mark Luepke, Pastor 
Phone: 563-242-7391 

pastormark@zionlutheranclinton.org 
 

Kelly Bork, Director  
Zion Child Care Preschool 

Phone: 563-243-9393  
zioncc-ps@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Amanda Deuermeyer, Office Administrator 
Phone: 563-242-7391 

officeadministrator@zionlutheranclinton.org 
 

Donica Vonderohe, Staff Musician 
music@zionlutheranclinton.org 

 

Patrick Hoffman, Custodian 
 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 
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