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A Message from Pastor Barb
Gree�ngs Siblings in Christ!

Have you no�ced how challenging it can be to stay posi�ve when the sun doesn’t shine and all it 
does is rain?  I was beginning to think we were actually going to need an arc. 

Did you know that the part of the church where we sit for worship is called the nave? It comes 
from the la�n word “navis” meaning ship. If you look up you will no�ce that the ceiling of the 
sanctuary looks like the upside down hull of a ship. (John and I were talking about this one 
morning.)

Thus, in the nave, in the place of worship, we gather to get out of the downpours of life. Ideally, if 
all is working well within the church, it is a safe place. Some�mes, it doesn’t feel that way. Ever 
wonder what Noah did with all that manure? (I’ll leave you to think about that on your own.)

It is more than just the weather that brings gloom and doom however. This season of elec�on ads 
is no help. I think they grow nas�er and darker every year. While Bruce and I mute them, the 
pictures they show con�nue to shower us with accusa�ons, anger, and probably lies. Neither side 
of the proverbial aisle is exempt.

I would like to tell you that the nave awaits to hold you in peace this season. The trouble is that all 
that nega�vity stains our hearts, minds and souls whether we like it or not. And we bring it into the 
nave.

Paul’s challenge seems so far out of reach yet it carries with it an urgency that we can’t ignore. May 
his words become an umbrella in the storm.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things.  Philippians 4 (NIV)

Come to the nave and find peace.
Pr Barb







Library News
 Happy October! Great �me to check out a book from our Library and snuggle in with a 
good read. We have so many wonderful books in our library that shouldn't go unno�ced. Here, 
I am highligh�ng favorites. If you have a favorite from our library, shoot me a text and I'll share 
one here. text me at 563-212-1353

 This month's SPOTLIGHT book, suggested by a Zion member, is 
THE RED TENT by Anita Diamant. It's about Dinah from the book of 
Genesis.  Told in Dinah's voice, this novel reveals the tradi�ons and 
turmoils of ancient womanhood -the world of the red tent. She is the 
daughter of Jacob and Leah. We follow Dinah through her childhood as 
she describes the close bonds between mothers, daughters, sisters and 
wives as well as the customs, hardships, and joys of women living in 
ancient �mes. Check it out! Literally. 

 We have a self checkout system in our library as Joyce Ollie had set 
up, and I have not changed. Thank you Joyce for your years of service to 
our Zion library! You are missed.

 Our book club meets at 9:00 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
October 21 we will be sharing our thoughts on the book, The Giver of 
Stars wri�en by Jojo Moyes. First published in 2019, and perhaps 
you've already read it as Moyes is a popular author, but it's always 
interes�ng how everyone gathers new thoughts on a shared 
discussion.  Pick up a copy from the cart and join us!

Donate your books (the good ones) by leaving them with Amanda or 
me, thanks!

Denise Forney











Worship services are: Saturdays 5:30 pm
Sundays 9:00 am

Video services are offered via Facebook (www.facebook.com/zionlutheranchurchclinton)
and posted on Zion’s website (www.zionlutheranclinton.org) on Monday.

Our Sunday morning radio broadcast is on KROS, 105.9 FM and 1340 AM, Sunday
mornings at 10:30 am.

Worship Opportunities

Summary of Congrega�on Council Minutes– August 11, 2026
(The full minutes are posted on the bulle�n board near the church office.)

Council news
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Barb noted that she will be on vaca�on from August 30-September 14.  
Pastor Holmer will fill in during that �me.  She is working on the curriculum for the 
confirma�on classes, collabora�ng with Pastor Tamara at St. Paul’s Lutheran.  She is also 
enrolling young people for the first communion class.

Membership Update:  There was one addi�onal member and one death in July, leading to a 
total 566 bap�zed and 458 confirmed members at Zion.

Old Business:
 Call Commi�ee:  Pastor Barb shared that there is a pastoral candidate scheduled to do a 
Zoom interview for the posi�on.  The person is from California and will interview at the end of 
August.   

Caring for Our Community: Deb Willwerth reported that their group served 19 people 
in July.

Technology Commi�ee: Erin Montgomery reported that she and Bruce Hayden are 
tes�ng the new recording equipment, which is being installed in the sanctuary.

New Business: Pastor Barb reported that vandalism has occurred at the church.  Several 
windows have sustained gunshot damage, and the police are reviewing the security tapes.  
Hertz glass has been contacted to provide a quote for repairs. 



August 2026 at a glance

FINANCIAL CORNER

General Opera�ng August Year To Date

Income + $21,627.03 $197,286.42

Expense - $21,105.97 $197,344.89
Difference = $521.06 -$58.47

Weekend Saturday Sunday Total
August 1 & 2 41 75 116
August 8 & 9 46 75 121

August 15 & 16 43 73 116
August 22 & 23 47 69 116
August 29 & 30 57 98 155

Average 47 78 125

August In-Person A�endance

Autumn, Fall and Harvest Prayer
Dear Lord of the Harvest,
 Thank you for crea�ng the beauty of the fall season as autumn spreads your 
glorious splendor across the earth.
 We praise you for the joy of the harvest, new beginnings, cool air, and the 
graceful cascade of falling leaves.
 We are blessed by your good earth that has faithfully yielded its bounty and 
begins to se�le so�ly into your embrace of coming winter rest.
 We bow in thankfulness for your provisions of another good harvest that is 
part of your promise to provide seed�me and harvest and to bless our fields and 
those who sow and those who reap.
 Autumn reminds us to open our eyes to the spiritual fields we walk through 
every day.  Jesus tells us, “The harvest is plen�ful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send our laborers into his 
harvest.”  (Ma�hew 9:37,38 NIV)
 May we always be diligent harvesters in your fields of grace that many 
hearts may overflow with gratefulness for your provision, salva�on and love. 
Amen.

By Karen Barber via prayerideas.org 
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