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Calvary Updates

This is a forum to find
out what’s happening at
Calvary. Our church is a
living, breathing place. Take
some time to read about the
body that is Calvary so we
can tell each other and the
community our story, who
we are, what we care about
and what we believe.

		

August 2019

Last month at Calvary...
On June 9 we celebrated
the retirement of Jackie
Spiros after 28 years of
faithful ministry. Jackie
is pictured on the left
with the current board of
education.
On June 6 the Vacation
Bible Schoolers prayed
over Jackie in thanks and
celebration of a new beginning. Well done good
and faithful
servant.

In These Pages...

Calvary is a big church with
a lot going on! That means
many ways to connect with
your church family- worship
events, education
opportunities for all ages,
classes, groups, and
activities.
There is something for
everyone...take a look!

This summer has been full of kids going to Bible camp with even more
on the way in August. Preschoolers to high school aged kids have gotten to
enjoy the outdoors while learning about God and building relationships.

The high schoolers departed
on their mission trip to Hartford
on July 26. After a prayer in the
parking lot they were on their
way! They have been hard at
work already, and we can’t wait
to hear all about where they
found God in each other and in
service to others.

A NOTE FROM PASTOR IVY
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
When I was a child living on our farm near Northwood I remember the lazy
days of summer. I’m pretty sure it’s not just me but there doesn’t seem to be
anything lazy about summer anymore at all! This isn’t a complaint, rather I
offer this observation because before I know it (and you know it too!) we will
be back on our fall schedule. I will return from the Youth Mission Trip in early
August and then get to take nearly two weeks for a vacation/motorcycle trip
to Quebec City. I’ll be back again for a short amount of time and then head out to Rollag, MN for the
Western Minnesota Steam Threshers Reunion, which is a family tradition. And then - boom! It’s fall.
And we have exciting things happening for this fall.
We have welcomed people into new positions at Calvary. Nichole Bye has moved into the Wednesday/Sunday School Coordinator position and Morgan Olson has accepted the position of Youth
Ministry & Confirmation Coordinator. We are in the process of accepting applications for the Congregational Life Coordinator position which was formerly held by Nichole Bye and called a volunteer
coordinator. We have updated and expanded the role and that title was no longer sufficient.
Which leads me to this fall. Together we will explore ways Calvary is growing and work to discover
what God is calling Calvary to be for this neighborhood, city, county, and world. Like Paul wrote to
the Philippians in chapter 1, verse 6, God has begun a good work in us and promises to bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. God is building the kingdom right here in our midst, and we get
to be part of it! Some things we are introducing or building upon for fall are a monthly dinner church,
incorporating more intergenerational pieces into the life of the congregation, and beginning a Congregational Vitality Project. You’ll hear more about each of these things as fall inches even closer. Until
then, know that the Spirit is alive and at work in this place and it sends us forth to serve.
In peace through Christ,

Pastor Ivy

PS: Did you know that Calvary Lutheran has an endowment fund? And did you know that this fund
has helped to sustain many mission projects in the 18 years since its inception? Since 2001, total
distributions of $214,073 have been made to further the work of Christ. How exciting is that?? Thank
you to all who have helped to make this fund possible and who have been faithful stewards of this
resource. Thanks be to God!

Calvary

GET INVOLVED

CONNECTS

Connect with People at Church

KNITTING/CROCHETING GROUP
August 17 @ 10:00 a.m.

•Patterns available
•Learn about prayer shawl ministry
•Come and work on your own projects
•Learners always welcome--supplies and patient
teachers available!

SEWING CLUB
August 1 & 15 @ 1:30 p.m.

Meets the first and third Thursdays of the month in
the Library. This is open to all women who want to
bring their “handiwork” for an afternoon of
fellowship and sewing.

QUILTING DAY & POTLUCK
August 27 @ 9:30 a.m.

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for Quilting Day on
the last Tuesday of the month. Potluck lunch will
begin at 12:00 p.m. Come for an hour or two or
the day!

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Our Stephen Ministry team is in need of a few
Stephen Leaders. Members of Calvary interested in a high impact volunteer ministry will
find Stephen Ministry very rewarding. Training
will be provided by Calvary. Talk to Mary Ann
at 701-772-4897, or email at maryann.devig@
calvarygf.org to learn the details.
UNFORGETTABLES
September 18 @ 10:00 a.m.

The Unforgettables Choir will be starting rehearsals on Wednesday, September 18, from 10:0011:45 a.m. The choir is for persons living with
Alzheimer’s disease or a related Dementia and
their care partner. Volunteers are needed for
singing and administrative work. Please call Mary
Ann to register for the choir or to volunteer
at 701-772-4897.

FOOD DRIVE
SUNDAY
August 4

The first Sunday of each month Calvary hosts a
food drive. Consider picking up a few extra items at
the grocery store and bring them to church with you!
There are shopping carts available on both ends of
the building, or you can bring food to the office.
Ideas include:
•nonperishable canned fruits and vegetables
•peanut butter and granola bars
•soup, macaroni, spaghettios, rice, pasta

FELLOWSHIP HALL TABLES

Let’s be honest, we are Lutheran and so much
relationship building and caring for each other takes
place around a table - usually a table with a treat and
coffee on it.
Many of the tables in the fellowship hall are over 20
years old and are showing their age. Calvary has the
opportunity to purchase a new type of table that folds
in half which allows the table to be moved more easily and not rolled which would put less wear on the
table. The cost of 30 tables is $20,185. Currently,
$16,000 has already been raised. The goal is to have
these new tables in place by September.
If you would like to contribute to this project, include
“FH tables” with your gift!

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Calvary participated in the spring collection drive
on May 9. Thanks to everyone who donated items.
Calvary sent the following to be donated around the
globe.
27 quilts
24 baby care kits
1 youth fundraiser quilt
Every quilt and kit that Lutheran World Relief ships
is an expression of our love and care. We will gather quilts and kits again this fall! Any items for these
kits may be brought to the office any time. We have
a booklet in the church office for lists of everything
being collected.

VOLUNTEER & LEARN
Learn, grow, and give back!

CARE TEAM
Friendship support to those who are home
bound and nursing home residents
FUNERAL MEAL & HOSPITALITY TEAM
Preparing/serving meals for funerals &
events
HOLY GROUNDS COFFEEHOUSE
Serving coffee and fellowship on Sundays
PRAYER SHAWL TEAM
Prayer shawls for those struggling with
life’s challenges
MEMORY CAFE
Alzheimer’s/Dementia education and support on the second Tuesday of the month
MISSION QUILTERS
Quilting group for Lutheran World Relief on
the last Tuesday of the month
STEPHEN MINISTRY
Leadership training for those wanting to
assist with those needing support for life’s
difficulties
WEDDING COORDINATOR TEAM
Support team for weddings
PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY
Caring for the congregation through diligent
prayer
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN ANY OF
THESE OPPORTUNITIES?
Contact the church office by calling 701772-4897 or by sending an email at
place4u@calvarygf.org.

MAIN OFFICE
1405 S. 9th St.
Grand Forks, ND 58201

Mon - Fri | 9:00am - 4:00pm

#701.772.4897
place4u@calvarygf.org

CALVARYGF.ORG

BAPTISM CLASS
August 8 @ 5:30 p.m.
We welcome all to the baptismal font at Calvary, both
young and old, both members and nonmembers. At
Calvary, baptisms happen in worship, both Sunday
mornings and Wednesday evenings. In preparation for
baptism, we ask that you attend one of our baptism
orientation classes, held monthly at Calvary. If you are
looking to get your baby baptized, you can
attend the class any time before the baptism event,
even before your baby is born!
PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY
We would like to welcome the members of Calvary in
our prayer mission, informing them of this volunteer
group of Calvary members, who actively pray for known
prayer concerns. This has been accomplished through
messages and concerns received by volunteers and dissemination through the church office. We are aware that
we may be missing many members’ prayer concerns,
so are offering this awareness and the opportunity to be
involved.
Using the word of God as guidance, as found in Matthew 7:7 “ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” We are
actively looking to create a greater awareness of God in
our daily lives through prayer.
We are looking to facilitate this effort through better
identification of prayer concerns: 1) cards to write concerns on, 2) designated area to deposit concerns, i.e.
prayer wall or box, 3) follow-up report – possibly in
church newsletter, and perhaps a designated prayer
room or area. Please know the Calvary family of God is
there for all who need or ask for prayer. If you are interested in joining this group, please call or text Char Holy
(701-740-9452) or Lisa Thompson (218-230-0751), as
they share the leadership of this group. We are looking
for anyone who would be interested in joining this prayer
ministry.
We could send/receive prayer requests via phone call,
text message, or e-mail, whichever would be preferred.

Highlights of the

CHURCH COUNCIL
Treasurer’s Report - Overview
Income in May was 14% higher when comparing with the prior
June/July 2019
year. There were a number of gifts generally given on a quarterly
basis that were received in May that helped the income to be higher in the
current year over the prior year. Noisy Offering in May was collected for St.
Joseph’s summer lunch program in the amount of $1,200. May events at Calvary
began with the annual spring luncheon. Calvary finished the education year with a
celebration on the last day of Sunday and Wednesday school and recognized high school seniors
during a baccalaureate service. May wrapped up with the opportunity to serve at the Love Feast which is a
monthly community meal at Zion Methodist Church.
Income through May was $19,600 lower than the prior year and $14,000 lower than the five-year average.
Year-to-date expenses through May were $18,000 lower than the prior year and $6,900 lower than the fiveyear average. Continued sharing of all the great things happening is a way for individuals to become invested in Calvary with both their hearts and their treasures.
Income in June was 12% higher when comparing with the prior year. Although current year June did have
five Sundays while in the prior year there were only four, income was still 6% higher the prior year if the final
Sunday income was removed. Noisy Offering in June was collected to support summer Bible camp attendees in the amount of $1,000. Vacation Bible School started June activities at Calvary.
Activities continued with a book club for third through fifth graders, a reception for Jackie Spiros as she
retired in June and the Calvary men’s retreat was held over Father’s Day weekend. Year-to-date income
through June was $12,800 lower than the prior year and $10,000 lower than the five-year average.
Expenses through June are $26,000 lower than the prior year and only slightly higher than the five-year average. As the summer months continue, receipts and disbursements will continue to be
monitored. Please pray for continued support and faithfulness in Calvary’s partnership in ministry.

Council Business
Approved offering the Director of Education and Family Activities position to Nicole Bye.
Approved offering the Youth Director and Confirmation Coordinator position to Morgan Olson.
Anna Larson has agreed to chair the capital campaign committee. A private consultant has been hired to
help with this. Six men attended the men’s retreat to Minneapolis. Wednesday night worship is being moved
to 6:00 p.m. with the idea that dinner church will be incorporated and will be held the first Wednesday of
each month. It will be geared to Wednesday school and confirmation students and their families, but is open
to all members.

Officers and Ministry Teams

Pastor Kirk, Pastor Ivy, and three council members represented Calvary at the Eastern Synod Gathering.
They were very impressed with the theme of One.
Over 120 students attended Vacation Bible School with the theme of God is Good. The students and teachers laid their hands on Jackie Spiros to thank and bless her for her 28 years of ministry at Calvary.
The retirement reception held for Jackie on June 9 was well attended.
A huge thank you to Daxon Mason and Brian Harris and their teams for installing the new window shades
that Ray and Carolyn Fischer purchased for the east side of the Sanctuary.
Nichole Bye and Morgan Olson both accepted the education and youth coordinator positions respectively. A
job description for some of Nichole’s former positions have been combined into a new Congregational Life
Coordinator position and it has been posted. Registration is open for fall education programs.

VISION FOR MISSION
Poll Results

Calvary members were asked what they love about Calvary and what could be improved. They were
asked about the areas of worship, education and outreach. Here are the results.
WORSHIP

EDUCATION

Negatives:
Summer attendance is down
Congregational singing is weak
Want pastor to read scriptures
Lack of volunteers
Young people are missing from church
Keep politics to a minimum
People need to worship as families more often
People don’t know each other

Negatives:
Confirmation too many years
Confirmation requirements too lenient
Confirmation program has too many requirements
Working moms can’t get to daytime activities
College age often excluded
Oral presentation at Confirmation is too hard for some

Positives:
Worship hours good
Like lay people reading scripture
Like kids to be in Sunday School at time of worship
Sound has improved
Like God-filled sermons
Use bulletin with picture and occasional devotional
Like the nursery open
Use variety of liturgy so service does not become dull
Good energy

Positives:
Younger kids involved in camp and fun activites
Sunday School and Wednesday School kids start in
worship with family
Men’s morning Bible study
Continue confirmation community involvement -nursing homes, etc.
Like when pastors lead Bible studies
Like large number of kids in education programs
Like pastor involvement with confirmation
Like the mentor program

OUTREACH

Positives:
Food baskets in view helps us remember to share
Good pastoral visitation
Good prayer chain
Office open and accessible during the noon hour
Youth involved in summer mission projects
Angel Tree at Christmas
Negatives:
Make visitors and new people feel more welcomed
Develop a hospitality program
Need to call pastors when someone is ill or in hospital
We need to strive for a sense of community
Need to support more community projects
Greeters must help in friendliness
Does any of this information sound familiar? This data was
collected from a poll taken of Calvary members in 1986.
Like Pastor Kirk mentioned in his last letter to the congregation, Calvary
has been where we are before. God has been there with us through it all
and continues to be the center of this place going forward.
Continue to pray for Calvary!

FOUNDATIONS IN FAITH
Growing in faith together

EDUCATION REGISTRATION FOR 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR
Sunday/Wednesday School classes for children 3 years (by August 1, 2019)
through 5th grade on Sunday morning and on Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. Early
registration is helpful and now is the best time to register! Questions? Contact
Nichole Bye through the church office.
BACKPACK BLESSING AND PICNIC
Sunday, August 25
Join us as we celebrate students of all ages, teachers, paras, librarians, bus
drivers, custodians, administrators with a special blessing during all Sunday
worship services. We will see you at 8:00, 9:00 or 10:30 am.
Picnic and fun at Lincoln Park shelter 3 starting at 11:30 am.
CONFIRMATION
We are excited to be gearing up for another great year of confirmation at Calvary! Confirmation classes will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays starting on
September 4 for all students in 6-9th grades.
Registration Fee:
$30 for 1 student | $60 for 2 students | $75 for 3 or more students
Register in the office or online at calvarygf.org.
CONFIRMATION GROUP GUIDES NEEDED!
We are looking for awesome individuals who are willing to listen, talk, learn,
and grow in their faith alongside our 6-9th grade confirmation students. Please
contact Morgan for more information.
10TH GRADERS & PARENTS:
It is time to start thinking about choosing your mentor for this year! Your mentor should be an adult (college age or older) with whom you feel comfortable
talking about your faith. We strongly encourage this person be a Calvary or
other ELCA church member.
Please register now for your mentor year. You may pay the $20 fee online at
calvarygf.org. A meeting for students and parents will be held on October 6 at
7:00 p.m. where you will receive more information about your mentor year and
what it entails. Any questions, or for more information, please contact Morgan.
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
•
August 28: Small Group Guide Orientation | 7:00 p.m.
•
September 4: Confirmation begins (students and parents) | 7:00 p.m.
•
September 20-22: Middle School Castaway Retreat
•
September 25: 11th Graders & Parent Confirmation Meeting
•
September 27-29: High School Castaway Retreat

Welcome
I am so excited
to serve Calvary
as the Christian
Education
Coordinator.
I organize
Sunday School, Wednesday School and Vacation
Bible School education
opportunities for pre-kindergarten through 5th grade. It
is my joy to provide families
with meaningful and fun fellowship events like the Kick
Off Carnival, Fall Festival,
Summer Book Club and
Family Dance.

Nichole Bye

Greetings from
your new Youth
Ministry
Coordinator!
I am thrilled
to be serving
at Calvary.
Please do not hesitate to
call, email, or stop by for
more information about
youth programming or with
any questions, comments, or
concerns. I can be reached
by phone (701.772.4897)
or email (morgan.olson@
calvarygf.org). I appreciate
your patience and grace as I
begin my work in this role!

Morgan Olson

COMING SOON
TO CALVARY

COMING THIS FALL: A CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

In the fall, Calvary Lutheran Church plans to launch a capital
campaign that will focus on three major need areas our church
must address.
Ministry: Annual Operations & Stewardship Support
Mortgage: Reduction of Church Mortgage Debt
Maintenance: Church Building Maintenance Needs
Over the summer, Calvary has organized an initial steering committee to lead the campaign activities through
the guidance of Brenda Moore. Although the core committee has been formed, we will be needing the assistance of volunteers to help with our campaign efforts. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact us at
place4u@calvarygf.org or call (701) 772-7897.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING OUR MORTGAGE:
1.
What is the current financial status of our Mortgage?
As of July 17, 2019, our mortgage balance is $983,060.28.
Calvary is making steady progress towards paying down the mortgage, but not at a rate that would
allow the debt to be at zero prior to September 2022, when the interest rate on the loan will increase.
2.

What is the backstory of the Mortgage?
Between September 2012 to December 2013, Calvary was able to raise $2,348,578 to build a new
Fellowship Hall. After securing a loan for construction, we broke ground April 2014 and by 2015 we
were able to worship in the sanctuary and new classrooms within the basement.
In September 2017, Calvary refinanced the mortgage to include a five-year maturity amortized over 23 		
years with a fixed 3.875% interest rate. In other words, our interest rate will remain fixed for five years
from the date of the refinance.
In September 2022, our interest rate on our mortgage will be adjusted, most likely a higher rate on the
balance. Calvary is making steady progress towards paying down the mortgage, but not at a rate that 		
would allow the debt to be at zero prior to September 2022 when the rate will change.
If we as Calvary can work together to move toward a zero balance prior to the rate change a lower level
of interest will be paid out and a much higher level of our gifts will be able to be allocated to the
principal of the mortgage.

3.

How is a Capital campaign going to help?
Since we know the mortgage rate will be increasing soon, we would like to be fiscally responsible in 		
paying down the mortgage now. By doing this, we can reduce the financial burden of our congregation 		
and allow for future funds to be allocated toward other necessities and ministry opportunities.

Backpack Blessing
8:00 am Coffeehouse Worship
9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:30 am Contemporary Worship
11:30 am Church Picnic Lincoln
Park Shelter #3

8:00 am Coffeehouse Worship
9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:30 am Contemporary Worship
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26
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25

6:00 pm Worship

12

11

8:00 am Coffeehouse Worship
9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

5

Monday

4
Food Drive Sunday
8:00 am Coffeehouse Worship
9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:30 am Contemporary Worship
1:00 pm Metigoshe Campers Depart
Sr. High Mission Trip Returns

Sunday

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
@ Perkins
9:30 am Quilting & Potluck

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
Supervision

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
@ Perkins

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
@ Perkins
6:00 pm Finance Team
7:00 pm Council

6

27

20

13

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
@ Perkins
6:45 pm Board of Education
7:00 pm Worship Team
Mtg.

Tuesday

28
10:00 am Coffee & Conversation
7:00 pm Small Group Guide
Orientation

21

10:00 am Coffee & Conversation

14
10:00 am Coffee & Conversation

7
10:00 am Coffee & Conversation
2:00 pm Maple View Worship

Wednesday

8

1

22

15

29

11:30 am Men’s Lunchtime
Bible Study

1:30 pm Sewing Club

5:30 pm Baptism Class
7:00 pm Bunco

1:30 pm Sewing Club

Thursday

Friday

30

23

16

9

2

10:00 am Knit & Crochet

Saturday
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OUR RECORD OF PARTICIPATION
5/19/19
5/26/19
6/2/19
6/9/19
6/23/19
6/30/19
7/17/19
7/14/19

OFFERINGS
15,503.00
7,739.40
13,493.93
11,117.40
8,350.40
10,249.78
10,935.19
15,660.38

Proposed 2019 Budget -- $1,059,264
Offering received through 7/15/19 -- $443,730
Expenses through 7/15/19 -- $504,265

BALANCE OF BUILDING EXPANSION LOAN

Baptisms:

$983,060.28

May 12 - Beckham Charles Miller child of Charles and
Morgan Miller
May 12 - Stella Lyn Johnson child of Adam and
Carrie Johnson
May 19 - James Clarence Vaughan child of Kevin and
Lindsay Vaughan
May 19 - Zoe Helen Vaughan child of Kevin and
Lindsay Vaughan
May 19 - Brooklynn Mae Becker child of Colt Goulet and
Brittany Becker
May 26 - Dalton Michael Olson child of Todd and
Morgan Olson
June 9 - Lennon Richard Rogers child of Benjamin and
Kayla Rogers
June 9 - Rowen James Carlson child of Justin and Kristen
Carlson
June 9 - Penelope Kathleen Black child of Kyle and Abby
Black
June 16 - Gavin Michael Spicer child of Chris and Michelle
Spicer
June 23 - Maci Jeanne Bernhardt child of Tim and Lisa
Bernhardt

Our Prayers & Christian Sympathy To:

Irene Shores whose brother, LeRoy Huseby, died in May.
The family of Paulette Tobin who died May 30.
Dawn Lyste whose sister, Marcia Wall, died May 30.
Mark and Nancy Hadlich whose granddaughter, Raelynn,
died June 9.
Jay Middleton whose dad, David, died June 17.
Rosemary Unruh whose daughter, Kathryn, died June 1.
The family of Clarice Kuhlman who died July 1.
Gloria Sanford whose sister, Barb Mueller died July 12.
The family of Lisa Burger who died July 17.

MEMORIALS & GIFTS
BUILDING EXPANSION
In memory of Ida Bakke by Ruth Larson, Robert and Myrna
Bower, Mark and Gloria Sanford, Arden and Irene Shores
In memory of Harold Holte by Mark and Gloria Sanford
In memory of Clarence Thompson by Mark and Gloria
Sanford
In memory of Ted Jarombek by Elizabeth Staveteig
MUSIC
In memory of Clarence Thompson by Janice Jelliff, Gordon
and Pat Henry, Arden and Irene Shores, Valerie Ames,
Wayne and Dorothy Westlund, Teresa Bakken
In memory of Harold Holte by Irene Goebel, Lester and
Anna Amundson
In memory of Ida Bakke by Douglas and Carol Fosse,
Duane and Arleen Loven, Janis and Robert Leach, Jerry
and Nadine Olson, Richard and Karen Axvig, Ronald and
Lila Jean Nelson, Kathleen Ramsay, Keith and Tamara
Erickson
Look for more memorials in September

FUNDS AS OF JUNE 2019

Youth

84,651.91

Honduras Mission

18,496.88

Family Mission

497.22

Good Sam

6,175.73

Altar Guild

3,030.78

Refugee

5,994.87

Pastor's Cont Ed

3,727.13

Campership

2,952.12

Music

7,657.04

Library

2,401.26

Lutheran College
Undesignated Memorials
Landscaping
Contemporary Worship

0.00
42,633.44
973.21
1,728.00

Education

10,186.68

Fine Arts

1,826.28

Program Development
Missions

97.18
46,364.33

Unforgettables Choir

3,501.30

Prayer Chain

7,447.73

Hymnal & Bible Fund

1,707.68

Adoption Awareness
Coffee Shop

1,723.85
656.89

Columbarium

18,698.56

Support Services

22,765.75

Stephen Ministry

933.75

Operation Technology

7,827.62

Organ/Piano

1,210.89

General Maintenance

1,892.96

Seminary

2,615.95

Sanctuary Projector/Screen
Building Expansion
Hearing Aid Loop
Furnace

431.91
124,359.75
2,037.00
200.00

