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CALLING

August can sometimes be a month full of goodbyes. You might be saying 
goodbye to the summer months before you head back to school. You might 
even have to say goodbye to your friends who are heading back home in   
 another state or city. You might be saying goodbye to a colleague who     
 is continuing to chase their dream. You might be someone who has to   
 say goodbye to a loved one. Through it all you will always have   
 a loving and caring community in Calvary.
 Goodbyes are always hard but they are never forever. There are so  
 many things you can do to help heal those goodbyes. The pastors   
 are great at communicating with grieving individuals who have lost a 
loved one. There are so many opportunities to Count Me In as we head into 
September.  Reading Religiously allows people to come together and create 
a bond/friendship while discussing a new book. Confirmation class allows 
students to find new friends while they go through the process of being  
confirmed. The choir allows all generations to sing together and share a
 faithful bond. Wednesday coffee allows you to remember that there are oth-
ers who are looking for company. Kickoff Sunday is a day of celebration as 
we look back at our goodbyes and welcome in our new beginnings.    
 
     



Throughout September this year, the gospel lessons appointed for our worship 
services are stories Jesus tells his followers to challenge their “common sense” 
assumptions about what it means to be a religious community. 
Here are the last lines of the four gospel lessons:
1. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions. (Luke 14:35)
2. Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents. (Luke 15:10)
3. You cannot serve God and wealth. (Luke 16:13)
4. He (Jesus) said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead. (Luke 16:31)

As many of us now (re)gather for worship after three glorious summer months, I invite
us all to listen, and discuss together, how Jesus’ challenges move us as a congregation. 
What are our treasured assumptions that Jesus plows into?

Here’s just one example of the kind of assumption I believe Jesus is inviting us to
reconsider in light of the ways of the world: How is God calling us to treat those in the
minority, those with hardly a voice, those who simply cannot win?

Next month, Calvary, along with several other area congregations, anticipate joining up
with two important organizations-one that has been serving the GF area for quite a while,
and the other just now entering our community-in order to receive our newest minority
population.

A little history-since at least 2011, the Global Friends Coalition (GFC) has successfully
escorted hundreds of refugees through the labyrinth of the Grand Forks culture-a place we 
call home that is literally “all Greek” to them! And about two months ago, Church World 
Service (CWS) began partnering with GFC in order to relocate fifty refugees to our town. 
You can go on the GFC website for more info on their success story and you can ask me for 
a copy of the lengthy agreement both organizations signed (it’s nineteen pages long).

Here’s my challenge to Calvary: think about, pray about and talk about, how Jesus’ four
ending statements from this month’s gospel readings relate to our newest neighbors who 
will be living among us starting in October. How is God calling us to see the month of 
September to prepare our hearts and minds to be disciples who care about the orphan, 
widow, stranger and alien resident.

I’m astounded at what faith communities can accomplish even in these days of post-
pandemic lethargy. God’s Holy Spirit breathes hope into our collective lungs as we are 
called out of our “not knowing what tomorrow brings” in order to trust God is indeed doing a 
new thing, and we are truly blessed to be a small part of “repairer of the breach, the restorer 
of streets to live in,” (Isaiah 58:12).

A NOTE FROM PASTOR KIRK



GET INVOLVED
Connect with People at Church

 
CONNECTS

CalvaryCalvary

SEWING CLUB
September 1 & 15 @ 1:30 pm 
Meets the first and third Thursdays of the month in 
the Library. This is open to all women who want to 
bring their “handiwork” for an afternoon of 
fellowship and sewing.

UNFORGETABLE CHOIR 
OPEN HOUSE
The Unforgettables Choir will host an open 
house on Wednesday, September, 14 from 
9:30-11:00 am. Come and join us for Coffee 
and Conversation and time to fill out 
registration papers! 

READING RELIGIOUSLY
September 12 @ 6:00 pm
Everyone is welcome to join our group that meets 
monthly to read and discuss a contemporary book. 
This month we are reading The Great Alone by Kristin 
Hannah. Join us at the Blue Moose. Contact Julie 
Pedersen in the church office for details.

THE UNFORGETABLE CHOIR
The Unforgettables Choir will begin our fall 
semester on Wednesday, September, 21 from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation begins at 9:30 
am with rehearsal starting at 10:15 am. The Unforget-
tables Choir is a community chorus for people living 
with Alzheimer’s and other types of Dementia and 
a care partner. We sing familiar and new music, no 
choral experience is necessary. The choir is directed 
by Mary Ann Devig and accompanied by Deb Canton.

KICKOFF SUNDAY!
Sep 11
Join us and celebrate the new 
program year! We will be having 
services at 9:00am in the Sanctuary and Fellowship 
Hall followed by the one 10:30am service in the 
Fellowship Hall. On this day there will be games and 
food after each service.

MEMORY CAFE
Tuesday, August 13
The program begins at 1:30 pm with Danielle Freitag, 
Regional Care Consultant with the Alzheimer’s 
Association will be presenting The 10 Warning Signs 
of Dementia in the Fellowship Hall. We will learn when 
we need to be concerned about memory loss and what 
is normal aging. Refreshments will be served following 
the program. Everyone is welcome. The event is free.

The Calvary Choir is looking for additional members for the 2022-23 season. We welcome all 
singers high school age and up and are in particular need of basses and sopranos. We rehearse 
Wednesdays (beginning September 7) from 7:00-8:00pm in the choir room and sing three
Sundays a month at the 9:00am traditional service in the Sanctuary. This year’s highlights will 
include a combined regional church choir concert at Calvary in May as well as our annual choir 
retreat and Jello salad competition in April.  If you like to sing, have fun, and eat Jello then we 
welcome you to join us! For questions, contact Whitney Berry (choir director) at 701-740-8253 or 
come try it out any Wednesday night!

KNITTING & CROCHETING GROUP
Join us September 17 @ 10:00 am
•Patterns available
•Learn about prayer shawl ministry
•Come and work on your own projects
•Learners always welcome--supplies and patient 
teachers available!

INTERESTED IN SINGING? 
JOIN THE CALVARY CHOIR!
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Highlights of the
CHURCH COUNCIL

FINANCE
July’s income was received at a slightly higher level than the prior year.  There was one additional Sunday in the 
current year which made the difference in income for the month. 
 
Activities in July were much less than prior months, but still provided opportunities for congregation members 
and friends to engage with each other and the community.  Children were invited to attend a two-week Lego 
League camp and a book club.  High school youth travelled to Albuquerque, New Mexico, for a week of service 
and learning in the community.  The second Sunday of each month, Calvary’s congregation has the opportunity 
to serve a meal at LaGrave on First.  The staff provided a meal in July, and the council is volunteering their time 
in August.  Noisy offering in July was collected for St. Joseph’s Food Pantry in the amount of $426. 
 
Income through July was 6% ($27,700) lower than the five-year average and expenses were 17% ($115,600) 
higher than the five-year average.  As Calvary enjoys the last month of the summer schedule, we also look to 
the fall and the excitement of all the opportunities for Calvary to “be the Church,” both within our walls and in our 
community and everyone is invited!   

CALL TO ORDER
DEVOTION 
OLD BUSINESS
Cynthia Shaab from the Global Friends Coalition and CWS will give us a presentation at our September Council 
meeting regarding 50 refugees entering Grand Forks in October.

The roof is being repaired by C.L. Linfoot either this fall or early next year. Brian Harris is on top of this!

The Council cooked and served food at LaGrave on August 14 & 15.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 There was a call from the synod inquiring if Calvary would consider another new-grad pastor as a third pastor. 
Apparently a new pastor in Texas wanted to come to Calvary specifically. Since the Exec Team had already met 
and agreed to pause and look for the right signs, the Personnel Committee agreed to decline this opportunity. 
We have Rachel Puttbrese in the wings to preach once per month and we also have a desire to better define 
pastoral roles. All felt that the original timeline to pause was still appropriate.

COMMITTEE 
Angie Gietzen reminded us of two things: first, the upcoming “Gift Sundays” which are scheduled for the last 
Sunday of each month. On these dates, there will be no Sunday School but rather, families and teachers will 
have the opportunity to worship on those special Sundays. And second, our annual Backpack Sunday will be 
August 21.

   PROPERTY UPDATE
   Ten new furnaces are in the process of being installed.
       Next Council Meeting: September 13 at 7:00 pm



Pastor Reflection
PASTOR 
       Aaron

The other day, Nichole and I took our son Oliver to one of the splash parks in town.
 He was so excited to see his friends there he couldn’t wait to run around                              
chasing them and splashing in the water. If his friends thought it would be fun to sit on the 
sprayer, you could count on Oliver doing the same. If lying on the pavement letting the sun 
warm them was on the list, you bet Oliver would be laying right next to them. Whatever the 
idea, Oliver’s response was always, “Let’s do this!”

Which got me wondering, what would it look like if I were more like Oliver? In a world that is
constantly pulling us in a bunch of different directions, what would it look like to prioritize my
commitments and really go all in? How would my own faith life grow, if I trusted God more and
said, “Count me in?”

Since the pandemic, we have been searching for a positive, life-giving way of connecting the 
various parts of the worship service (confession, hymns, prayers, sermon, Bible stories, etc.) 
with the offering. We will include a preface to the offering part of worship. I hope this part of 
worship is not received as “Calvary is always begging for money,” of course.

This month we at Calvary are kicking off our fall with the theme of “Count Me In.” Why? 
Because after the last few years, things have looked different. We have navigated pandemic 
protocols, limited capacity, online worship and more. As we become more comfortable working 
in an ever-shifting world, we are excited to encourage you all to think about where God is 
calling you to say “count me in.”

Maybe you are excited to start attending in-person worship again, perhaps your family is
registering for Christian Education at Calvary. These are great ways to make our faith life a
priority. Or maybe you are looking to get more involved in other ways such as joining the choir, 
a service group or Bible study or finding ways to engage in the vibrant ministry Calvary has to 
offer.

Maybe “Count Me In” means more than just physical attendance, but also financial giving as 
well. Helping to support the mission and ministries of Calvary Lutheran Church and our 
partners. In the book of Isaiah, the prophet has a vision of God in the temple and hears God 
ask, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” To which Isaiah responds with, “Here I am; 
send me!” Not sure of what is to come, with the future uncertain, Isaiah said to God, “Count me 
in.” He wasn’t promised all sunshine and easy going, but he was promised that wherever he 
went, God was there also. We, too, are given this opportunity to look for ways in which God is 
inviting us into a life of renewed discipleship.

However you find yourself saying yes, let it be with the same enthusiasm and joy as a toddler
running around the splash park. Not sure what is coming next, but sure that it will be exciting!



BUILDING EXPANSION FUND
In memory of Juel Hilde by Larry McLaren, Jerome and Rita 
Westby, Melbourne and Kathleen Hertel

In memory of Ron Lunde by Larry McLaren, John and Jack-
ie Knudson, Raymond and Joyce Jarombek, Melbourne and 
Kathleen Hertel

In memory of Myrnie Tveter by Ruth Larson, Bob and Sharon 
St. Germain

GENERAL FUND
In memory of Juel Hilde by Jon and Laura Raymond, Corine 
Phelps, Marilyn Bakke, Richard and Sharon Jurgens, Charles 
and Colleen Zick, Greg and Becky Horner, Doug and Trudy 
Everstad, Dale and Shelly Harenburg

In memory of Ron Lunde by Kevin and Jan Stein

In memory of Ivan Radi by Marjorie Radi

GOOD SAMARITAN
In memory of Juel Hilde by Calvary Lutheran Church Women

In memory of Barb Jensen by Calvary Lutheran Church 
Women

SENIOR CHOIR FUND
In memory of Juel Hilde by Einar and Elaine Einarson

In memory of Ron Lunde by Einar and Elaine Einarson

OFFERINGS
Offerings through 8/15/22:

  $474,706

BUDGET/LOAN
2022 Budget 1,174,369
Expenses through 7/14/22 702,974

Balance of Building Expansion Loan 
as of July, 2022  672,378.42

MEMORIALS

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY
Ron Lunde, husband of Sandra Lunde died July 20.
Hazel Juntunen mother of Cindy Juntunen died July 22.
Juel Hilde, husband of Jan Hilde died July 30.
George Erickson, father of Russell Erickson, died July 
24.
Barb Jensen, wife of Harlan Jensen, died August 2.
Mark Taylor brother of Mary Endres, died August 2.

  

FUND BALANCES
Youth     73,923.78  
Honduras Mission   21,050.07  
Foundation    810,166.46  
Good Sam   (504.14) 
Refugee    5,994.87  
Campership    2,701.40  
Music      3,890.60  
Library      2,998.57  
Undesignated Memorials  42,633.44  
Landscaping     393.98  
Contemporary Worship  10.14  
Education     4,671.08  
Fine Arts     2,201.28  
Missions     30,060.57  
Memory Café     5,868.45  
Unforgettables Choir     3,984.70  
Prayer Chain      12,618.50  
LaGrave on First     860.70  
Lewis & Clark Partnership   5,255.65  
Hymnal & Bible Fund     1,226.25  
Coffee Shop    (1,149.77) 
Columbarium      26,820.98  
Stephen Ministry     1,033.75  
Operation Technology     9,656.31  
Organ/Piano      82.29  
General Maintenance     2,320.86  
Sanctuary Projector/Screen   579.91  
Hearing Aid Loop     837.00  
Furnace      0.00  
Carpet       0.00  
Building Expansion     282,741.77

 Seminary       1,703.95  



PRAYERS & SYMPATHY
Ron Lunde, husband of Sandra Lunde died July 20.
Hazel Juntunen mother of Cindy Juntunen died July 22.
Juel Hilde, husband of Jan Hilde died July 30.
George Erickson, father of Russell Erickson, died July 
24.
Barb Jensen, wife of Harlan Jensen, died August 2.
Mark Taylor brother of Mary Endres, died August 2.
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Youth and 
CONFIRMATION

CASTAWAY 
We are so excited to return 
to Castaway Club this fall! 
Students in grades 6-10 
from all over the Eastern 
North Dakota synod are 
invited to join us for the 
weekend. Kids get to ex-
perience worship, music, 
programming, and activ-
ities all centered around 
them! 

. 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

SPARK RESUMES
September 28

YOUTH 
RETREAT

8

RISE AND SHINE!
September 9
Rise and Shine is a time for high school breakfast and Bible study. We meet Friday 
mornings at 6:30am for yummy breakfast before the kids head off to school. Would 
you consider supporting these young people (10-14 kids) in their faith journey with 
some breakfast? Sign up to make or sponsor a meal by contacting Morgan via 
email at morgan.olson@calvarygf.org or calling the church office.

CONFIRMATION
September 2022
Registration for Confirmation 2022 is open!

 Scan the barcode or visit calvarygf.org/confirmation to register

Confirmation at Calvary is geared for students 6th grade and up. When registering, 
you will select where you are at in your Confirmation faith journey:
 Just Beginning (fewer than 10 credits)
  On the Trail (between 10-35 credits)
 Next Steps (greater than 35 credits)

For students Confirmation Orientation for the 2022-2023 school year will take place 
on Wednesday, September 21, at 7:00 pm. Join us to learn more about the program 
and get help and suggestions when signing up for classes! 

Students planning on being confirmed this fall:
There will be a parent meeting on Wednesday, September 14, at 7:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. This meeting will serve as a time to learn about upcoming events 
and make your Confirmation stole. Rite of Confirmation services are scheduled for 
October 26 and October 30.
If you have any questions about selecting classes or the Confirmation Program at
Calvary, please reach out to a member of the Confirmation Ministry Team!
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GIFT SUNDAYS
We are excited to be introducing GIFT Sundays this year. It is our goal to provide opportunities for our young 
people to participate, learn, grow and be strengthened in their faith in God. To help foster and support families 
and kids’ participation in worship we have dedicated the following dates as a Generations in Faith Together 
(GIFT) Sundays. On these days, faith learning will bring us out of the classroom setting and into an interactive 
worship experience for all ages. Families are invited to experience worship together through GIFT in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00 or 10:30 am, on the last Sunday of each month in place of regular classroom Sunday School. 
GIFT dates: September 25, October 30, November 27, December 18, January 29, February 26, March 26, April 
30. We can’t wait to see you there!  
 
School Supply Drive
As part of our kickoff events on September 11, we will be collecting school supplies for our partnership with Lewis and 
Clark Elementary School. Look for the shopping carts located right outside of each worship space.  If you are able to 
donate, here are some helpful items:
.  - Crayons & Markers
   - Glue & Glue sticks
   - Scissors
   - Pens and Pencils

THREE YEAR-OLD BIBLES
Our Milestone Ministry program will begin with our preschool Bible event. You are invited to attend this event 
with your child on Thursday, September 15, at 5:30 pm. We will enjoy a pizza supper and explore our new 
Bibles with an interactive storytelling and activity centered around the creation story. Then your three year old 
will be recognized in worship and presented with their storybook Bibles on Sunday, September 18, or
 Wednesday, September 21. 

OUTDOOR MOVIE
Join us for some Fall movie fun. September 30 @ 7:00 pm in the 
parking lot. Concession snacks will be available.
Bring your own blanket! 

Fall Registration Open!
We are so excited to begin a fun year of 
learning and faith exploration together! 
Sign-ups for Sunday and Wednesday 
school can be found on our website under 
Calvary Kids. Join us each week for a full 
hour of music, Bible stories, crafts and 
wondering how our faith fits into the world 
around us. 
 
 9:15-10:00 am Sunday 
 10:45-11:30 am Sunday 
 5:45-6:15 pm Wednesday 
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   Give4
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TEXT ANY $
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ONLINE

GIVE ONLINE AT
CALVARYGF.ORG

IN WORSHIP

DROP A GIFT IN 
THE OFFERING PLATE

MAIL

MAIL A GIFT TO 
CALVARY 

Under the category of “in case you haven’t heard,” our sanctuary roof
 started leaking last winter and after many inspections and 
patching jobs, we now know it needs to be repaired at a cost of be-
tween $78,000-$88,000. C.L. Linfoot will be doing the work which will 
take place most likely next spring. Because we have no choice, we 
need to have a fund-raising strategy in place.We’re calling our strategy 
“Raise the Roof.” One of our “Raise the Roof” events will be a creative 
“Totally Tables” meal alongside a silent auction. This is something we 
did in the past and it was pretty well received. The timing of this is still 
being worked out, but it will be some time this winter. Another idea is 
to place an attention-getting bucket in both worship spaces (as well as 
all our communication platforms) as a reminder of our need to stop the 
leaks!! We even added a cute puppy barking, “Roof! Roof!” standing 
next to the buckets. Who can resist? Of course we don’t have to wait 
to have a fund-raiser to start giving towards a dry worship space as 
we will be, unfortunately, hearing the sound of indoor rain throughout 
the winter and spring months on the traditional side of our building.

COUNT ME IN!
Can you believe September is here?! As always, it seems, summer 
flew by in a flash. As we enter into the months of fall, our steward-
ship theme for the season is ‘Count Me In!’ With the beginning of the 
school season, and a busy and bustling time at the church, how can 
we count you in as stewards of the church?
 As we talked about in the summer months, stewardship isn’t solely 
about monetary giving. There are so many opportunities to volunteer 
your time and talents here at Calvary. Teaching Sunday or 
Wednesday school or Milestone events, volunteering at Holy 
Grounds, supporting meal ministries like LaGrave on First, or helping 
with the “It Takes a Village” partnership with Lewis & Clark school are 
all great ways to be faithful stewards. You can navigate to the church 
website at www.calvarygf.org/volunteer to find many volunteer oppor-
tunities and links to sign up to help!

STEWARDSHIP
And as always, if you are interested in joining the stewardship com-
mittee, please join us! You can reach me by email at 
erica.sundby@gmail.com, or by phone/text at (701) 740-9164. You 
can also talk with Pastor Kirk or Pastor Aaron. 

Roof Repair Announcment 
An update on our leaky roof






