
2021 Comprehensive Plan Update

Mark Shea, AICP

Comprehensive Planning Coordinator

September 25, 2019
1



Presentation Overview

• Public Input Video

• What is the Comprehensive Plan and why is it important?

• Current Comprehensive Plans

• What information will the Comprehensive Plan include?

• How can citizens participate?

• Staff leads and schedule

• Sample Public Input Questions

• Questions from audience

2



Public Input Video

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FdIdN_mNJFQ&feature=youtu.b

e
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What is a Comprehensive Plan?
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• A vision for the future

• Guides City departmental strategic 
goals and policy

• Basis for land use decisions/growth 
management

• Guides our physical appearance

• Allows for accountable 
implementation



Virginia Beach’s 2016 Comprehensive Plan
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Highlights of Virginia Beach’s 2016 Comprehensive Plan

• Protects the rural area with 
continuance of Green Line policies 
and Transition Area guidelines.  The 
Green line was first established in the 
1979 Plan.

• Advances efforts to steer future growth 
to the 8 Strategic Growth Areas.  
Twelve SGA’s were first identified in the 
2003 Plan.  Several were renamed as 
Special Economic Growth Areas.

• Transportation strategies are heavily 
reliant on the development of an east-
west light rail corridor.  
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City Council Retreat Input

• The plan will align with 5 City Council priorities: 
1) Stormwater, flooding and sea level rise 

2) Safety 

3) Transportation 

4) Public Education 

5) Economy and Jobs

• Affordable housing heard as an additional 
priority for the Comprehensive Plan

• The plan will align with the 10 City Council 
Goals 

• The plan launch will include extensive public 
input regarding visioning to include at least 
10,000 citizen contacts
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The role of the Planning Commission 

• Virginia State Code requires 

that the local planning 

commission shall prepare 

and recommend a 

comprehensive plan for the 

physical development of 

territory within its jurisdiction. 
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The role of the City Council 

• The Code of Virginia 

states that every 

governing body shall 

adopt a comprehensive 

plan for the territory 

under its jurisdiction.
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The role of the VB2040 Vision to Action Committee 

• Assist and guide the public input 

process.

• Provide input to the Planning 

Commission and staff with plan 

development based on 

community input.
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What does the State require?

• Study of existing conditions, trends 

and requirements of territory

• Long range recommendations for 

general land development

• Transportation plan and map to be 

reviewed by VDOT

• Affordable Housing policies

11



What does the State require?
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• Data and policies related to 
the Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Area 
requirements

• VIMS coastal resource 
management policies

• Strategies to combat sea-
level rise/recurrent flooding

• Alternative energy guidelines

• Broadband strategies



What else do we want to include?

• New sections to include general  

policies regarding lifelong learning, 

public safety, human services and 

leisure services 

• Full alignment with City’s strategic 

planning efforts

• Land use development guidelines 

for development throughout the 

various areas of the City
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What else do we want to include?
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• Neighborhood 

protection/revitalization 

strategies

• Designation of land areas for 

Economic Development

• Focus on how to integrate 

planning and services provided 

by Federal and State agencies, 

particularly, the Military



What will the policy document look like?
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What will Plan look like? (story maps on web) 
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How can citizens participate?
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There will be multiple phases of initial input:

Phase 1 – Questionnaire related to general  
vision of the City. Will be conducted in 
person and on the web.

Phase 2 – Pop up meetings in the 
community to provide opportunities to 
provide basic information about the plan 
and allow for follow up discussion.

Phase 3 – Traditional public meetings in 
various locations in the City to provide for in 
depth discussion of various subject area 
policies.  Will be broadcast on social media. 

Phase 4 – Formal Public Hearings.



Subject Areas 

• Public Input

• Land Use 

• Military 

• Transportation 

• Environmental 

• Housing 

• Economic Vitality

• City Services 
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General Schedule 

• 9/19 to 2/20 - Initial three public input phases

• 3/20 to 9/20 - Develop plan with workshops and potential focus groups

• 10/20 to 11/20 – Public Input regarding draft plan

• 12/20 to 1/21 – Development of Public Hearing draft

• 2/21 to 4/21 – Planning Commission/City Council Public Hearing and 

adoption of Plan
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Samples of Public Input questions

• https://publicinput.com/5301
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https://publicinput.com/5301


For More Information:

Contact:

Mark Shea, Comprehensive Planning Coordinator

Meshea@vbgov.com

757-385-2908

Webpage:

www.vbgov.com/ourfutureVB
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