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The Riverside University High School 
Foundation has a financial problem.  We 
do not have enough money to do all of the 
things that need to be done to help Riverside 
students achieve their academic dreams.  We 
want to continue to help teachers meet their 
classroom needs.  We want to continue to 
provide scholarships to outstanding graduating 
Riverside students.  We want to upgrade and 
expand the Wall of Honor so that it continues to 
inspire Riverside students to work hard toward 
their life goals.  We want to celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of Riverside with a number of 
alumni activities but it takes seed money to plan 
those events.  We want to continue to publish 
at least two newsletters each year to promote 

the good things going on at the school as well 
as the various ways that the Foundation helps 
the school.  We want to continue to do all of 
these things but it takes money to do them.  The 
Foundation has no Endowment Funds.  It has no 
large savings account.  Basically, the money that 
we take in through alumni donations each year 
goes directly back to the school and the students 
through our various programs.  We are asking all 
Riverside alumni to donate to our efforts.  You 
are all part of the incredible history of this great 
institution.  Please consider donating generously 
to the Foundation’s efforts to help the school 
maintain its unique and important history as a 
culturally diverse public high school that focuses 
on high academic achievement.

Mr. Michael Harris 
a 1986 graduate 
of Riverside and 
its Principal since 
2013 resigned 
his position in 
October to assume 
a district office 
administrative 
position in the 
Clarke County, 
Georgia School 
District where he 
is rejoining his 

mentor, Dr. Demond Means, who is himself a 
graduate of Riverside.  Mr. Harris previously 
served as the Middle School Principal in the 
Thiensville/Mequon School District where 
Dr. Means was the Superintendent.  Both men 
are members of the Riverside University High 
School Wall of Honor.  Ms. Maria Gonzalez, a 
long-time Assistant Principal at Riverside will 
serve as the interim Principal In Charge until 
MPS Superintendent Dr. Darienne Driver 

appoints a permanent replacement.  During 
his tenure at Riverside, Mr. Harris infused an 
incredible amount of energy and talent into 
moving the school forward in its mission to 
provide a pre-college education to some of the 
finest students in Milwaukee.  He proved to 
be one of the most positive and enthusiastic 
administrators in the history of the school.  He 
exuded an infinite amount of confidence in 
Riverside students, staff and parents.  He worked 
tirelessly to build a “team” approach to improving 
the academic achievements of Riverside students.  
He will be sorely missed.  In the 150 year history 
of Riverside, the school has been fortunate to 
have a long list of school leaders who cherished, 
protected and promoted the reputation 
of Riverside as a school of high academic 
achievement.  Mr. Harris has contributed greatly 
to this tradition.  He has left his mark on this 
school.  All of the school’s stakeholders need to 
make sure that they build on Michael’s legacy and 
assure that all of Riverside’s students continue to 
“do their best, try their hardest and give their all”.
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The Wall outside the main office at Riverside 
has contained a display of Riverside graduates 
who have achieved distinction in the areas of 
public service, business and the arts following 
their graduation from the school.  The Wall 
of Honor serves as a source of inspiration for 
current Riverside students.  If they “do their 
best, try their hardest, and give their all”, they 
too can achieve great things in life. The current 
display area is too small to add the additional 
four alumni who have been added in the past 
two years, much less the alumni who will 
be added in the future.  The Foundation is 
currently attempting to raise funds to replace 
the picture plaques with a digital display that 
can be easily expanded and will be more 
attractive to students, staff and school visitors.

On the opposite wall outside the main office, 
the Foundation has recently installed a set of story boards 
celebrating the 150 year history of Riverside.  We also have a 
display case containing a few of the school memorabilia donated 
by alumni.  We are always looking to add to our collection which 
we are carefully cataloguing and displaying.  As school alumni 

or their heirs clean out attics, basements and garages and find 
such items, we would gladly give them a safe home.  In describing 
the rich history of Riverside, these items of memorabilia give 
definition and color to that history. 

The Riverside University High School Foundation Board of Directors is committed to spending as much of the Foundation’s financial 
resources each year on teacher classroom needs as it does on student scholarships.  As the school is forced to tighten its budget, 
teachers are finding it increasingly difficult to find the resources they need to fully meet the needs of their students.  That is where the 
Foundation comes in.  The following are a few examples of how the Foundation has helped teachers meet their classroom needs in 
recent months:

Foundation Tries To Meet Teacher Classroom Needs
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1.  Three English/Social Studies teacher resource binders that will allow teachers, in a multi-disciplinary 
fashion, to help students develop their argumentative writing skills.

2.  Foam core materials for an Art project that will involve students designing individual puzzle pieces that can 
be displayed throughout the school.  The theme of the project will be “We are all connected”.

3.  Lab coats for Medical Interventions students who are all in their final year of the school’s unique Biomedical 
Sciences program.

4.  On-line Smart Music subscriptions for all band and orchestra students.  This program allows students to 
visually observe their instrument playing and have it reviewed for wrong notes, tempo, etc.

5.  Wooden drum kits for Adaptive Physical Education classes.  These physically and mentally challenged 
students will assemble and decorate the drum kits and then use them in drum circles led by a physical 
therapist and an Adaptive PE teacher.

6.  Purchased 45 copies of a supplementary reading book, “The Giver”, for an English 10/Creative writing 
teacher who would otherwise have had to copy the book herself.



We’ve Moved. 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ligula suspendisse nulla 
pretium, rhoncus tempor fermentum, enim integer 
ad vestibulum volutpat. Nisl rhoncus turpis est, vel 
elit, congue wisi enim nunc ultricies sit, magna 
tincidunt. Maecenas aliquam maecenas.

New Address: 
1234 Main Street 
Anytown, State ZIP

Sounds of the Season
RIVERSIDE UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL’S 

150TH YEAR CELEBRATION 
KICK-OFF EVENT 

DECEMBER 7, 2017

Entertainment by  
Riverside’s Swing Choir 


hors’ d’oeuvres and libations  
will be served

ONCE on This
ISLAND

Show Dates 
March 9, 10, 16 and 17, 2018

For MPS “Year of the Arts” 

Riverside’s Spring Musical Presents!

150 Years 
R U H S

RIVERSIDE UNIVERSITY
HIGH SCHOOL

HOMECOMING - SEPT 2018

Celebrating 150 Years  
of  Academic Achievement and Honoring Athletic 

Excellence 
_____ 

Establishing  
The RUHS Athletic Hall of  Fame 

Friday, September 28, 2018
_____ 

Homecoming Rally, Parade & Game 
Saturday, September 29, 2018 



$1000 or more
Bucyrus Foundation

Robert O’Keefe
Diane Bezella

Harley Davidson Foundation
George Mueller

Lee and Donna Whitcomb
Tri City National Bank Foundation

Emily Van Dunk
Tony Resch

Tonja Whittley
George and Julie Mosher

Mary Lou Thornburg 
Gwen and Bill Werner

Matt and Jennifer Werner
$600 - $999

Kathleen Hawkins
Riverside Class of 1961

Kenneth Sanders
John Banzhaf
$500 - $599
Jean Barkow 

Thomas Gramling
Mary Fowlkes

John Lueck
Old Time Ballplayers Assoc.

James  Boyce
Hoertkorn Family Foundation

Virginia Hoelter
Ann Kesting

H Carl Mueller
Dawn Orlowski

Gamber Tegtmeyer
Frederick Voss

Bill and Catherine Washabaugh
Raymond Weiss

$350 - $499
Tom and Glenda Meyer

Susan Bullock
Riverside Class of 1966
Turkey Bowl Fundraiser

$300 - $349
Mary Ann Ray

LaRoy Thompson
Joan Aker

Gary Bezella
Clyde Bingham

Walter Drew
Mike and Alice Drew

Julia Ihlenfeldt
Roger Pillsbury
Kathleen Ryan
Donald Starr

$250 - $299
James Jerger

Mark and Cheryl Brickman
Phyllis Brostoff
Angelo Fallucca

Jaren Hiller
Jane Podemski

Victoria Strattner
James Webster

$200 - $249
Carol Kress

Josean Rojas
M. Judith Roy
Regina Jacobs

Robert Artemenko
Citizens Bank

Dorothy Billings
Raymond Curtiss

Jane Dicus
Danielle Dukas
Mark Herrick
Michael Levas
Sanford Mallin
Richard Pilon

Roger Quindel
Eric Riemenschneider

Clemens Rybacki
Louis Sanfilippo
Karen Schneider

Tamara Schoenbaum
Edward Szopinski
Rosa Washington
Thomas Weisleder

David Weldon
Mary Wirth

$150 - $199
Janet Krause
Fred Tabak

Sheila Payton
Janine Graber

Darshan Grewal
Kim Heumann
Elizabeth Drew
Lucia Murtaugh

John Schafer

$100 - $149
Johnny Smith

Suzanne Cornell
Louise Larson

Glenn Lyon
Catherine Schamberger

Michelle Waide
Ned Whitcomb
Darlene Roberts
Kevin Flaherty

Margaret Murphy
Judy Rennicke

Stephanie London
Anne Plouff

Francis Algee
Shirley Allen

Karen Armstrong
Dr. Allan Babbitz

Lois Blinkhorn
James Brey

Bradley Brin
William Burke

James Caler
Deborah Conta

Debbie Dahl

Betty Ezell
Donald Fandry

Network for Good
Johnny Friedman
Millard Frohock

Dimas Garcia
Paul Gibson
James Giese

Edith Gilbertson
Fr. Guy Gurath

Tunita Hazelwood
Karen Hennessy
Elizabeth Hogg
Susan Ihlenfeldt

Meridian Industries
BLA Investments
Charles Johnson

Judith King
Dawn Klenke

Lisa Anne Kojis
Karl Kopp

Kim Koterman
Chrisopher Kress

John Kulczycki
Stephen Macek

Monica Maroney
David Martin

Chris McAuliffe
James Peterson
Allen Salomom
Michael Schulte

Doris Shneidman
Don Taylor

Gerald Ugland
James Weiskopf

Jean Williams
Elise Wilson

Diane Woppert
Beverly Wright

Mary Ann Zapala
Ruth Zubrensky

Alumni Donor Honor Roll, 2017
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2018 Foundation Rummage Sale
Friday • May 18, 2018 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday • May 19, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Drop off items on Thursday • May 17, 2018 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.



This Newsletter is published by Jan Gibson, President, Jim Gibson, Editor. 
We’re on the web: www.riversidefoundation.com

Judge Rudy Randa, 1958

Coach Bob Wirth, Retired Riverside Teacher/Coach

Jane Villanueve, Retired Riverside Teacher

Bob Didonato, Retired Riverside Administrator

Nancy Ruth Roberts

Tom Suits, 1951

Sue Malik

Jan Knapp

In Memoriam

The second Riverside High School history book is scheduled to be published in June, 2018.  It will 
expand on all of the information contained in the first edition concerning the buildings/locations, 
the teachers, administrators, students, programs, athletics and distinguished graduates of the 
school.  It will also include new information regarding the participation of Riverside alumni in 
military service particularly in World War I, World War II, the Viet Nam War and in Project Desert 
Storm.  The story of how Riverside students and staff worked their way through the racial conflicts 
of the late 1960’s and early 1970’s will also be told.  The distinguished athletic history of the school 
will be expanded upon.  As the very first public high school established in the City of Milwaukee 
in 1868, Riverside has an interesting and important place in the history of public schools.  
Riverside’s ability to maintain its rich history as a school of academic rigor and high academic 
achievement makes for an interesting and compelling story.

Look for this new book in June, 2018.

Riverside History Book #2

Riverside University High School

“A Lasting History of Academic Excellence”

Researched and written by Jim Gibson  –  On behalf of the Riverside University High School Foundation.

To be finished by the school’s alumni

JUNE, 2015

As you requested, you are receiving this Newsletter via E-mail.  If you wish to 
make a donation to the Foundation, you can do so by going to our web-site at 
www.riversidefoundation.com and click on the “Donations” section.  Then you 
can either download the donation form and mail it to us or you can make your 
donation by clicking on the PayPal “Donation” button.  We greatly appreciate your 
continued interest in Riverside.  We desperately need your financial help.
 
Thanks.
 
Jim Gibson, Secretary/Treasurer
The Riverside University High School Foundation


