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MARCH 2018 Pastoral Column          by Pastor Meg Flannagan 

 “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!,” we all shouted at the end of 

the Easter Vigil. Just as Christmas Eve services are for the feast of 

Christmas, the Easter Vigil is the first opportunity to proclaim Jesus’ 

resurrection. Worshippers gather at sundown to anticipate the joy the 

morning light will bring. Stories are told and songs are sung around 

an outdoor fire, reminiscent of Peter’s time in the courtyard – and to 

our own campy experiences. We leave the fire to enter the 

Sanctuary. The good news is read and proclaimed. Our baptism is 

remembered and celebrated. Communion is shared. Once again, we 

become an Easter people. 

For the third year in a row, Sweet Hollow will host an Easter Vigil 

on the eve of Easter Sunday (March 31). Different Presbyterian 

congregations will participate in the worship service, bringing 

people from around Long Island. Although this service is new to 

Sweet Hollow, and on an already-full church week, it has already 

gained meaning and significance for attendees. Please join us for the 

evening. It is a wonderful addition to Holy Week celebrations. 

Why should YOU come? Come if you like fire. Come if you like 

water and wine and bread. Come if you like evening candlelight 

services. Come if you like to sing favorite hymns with a room full of 

people. Come if you like to imagine and play with Bible stories. 

Come if you want to laugh and wonder about our salvation. Come if 

you enjoy the insight and leadership of other – and different – 

Presbyterian members and pastors. 

Several visitors said as they left last year, “we’ll be back next year!” 

Let’s welcome them back home at Sweet Hollow. 



 

PAGE 2                                        NEWS & VIEWS OF ACTIVITIES & HAPPENINGS AT THE PRESBYTRIAN CHURCH OF SWEET HOLLOW                  MARCH 2018 

 

Elders: 

Lynn Burke 

Ed Conroy 

Tim Mason 

Brian Schiffmacher 

Jim Sommermeyer 

Emily Wagner 

 

Yourh Elder: 

Rebecca VanHouten  

 Other Groups & Activities: 

  Book Discussion   Sukey Walter 

 Christian Education   Lynn Burke 

 Church Brunch    Bill Walter 

 Fellowship & Outreach  Maureen Sansone 

 House  & Property   Brian Schiffmacher 

 Mission        

 Personnel       

 Prayer Circle     Carol Keil 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry  Sukey Walter 

 Stewardship     Jim Sommermeyer 

 Women For Women  Maureen Sansone 

 Worship       

 Youth Group      Pastor Meg Flannagan 

 Bell Ringer Editor   Bill Chamberlain 

 Church Historian   Bill Walter  

Deacons: 

Jean Cavanaugh 

Bill Chamberlain  

Barbara Martin 

Frank Sansone 

Dan Schiffmacher 

Jason Wagner 

Marc Young  

Prayer Corner 
by Carol Keil 

We continue to lift up prayers of joy for the Wagner and Martin families and prayers of thanksgiving for 

the skill of those caring for Emily Wagner and infant son Wyatt! 

We raise prayers of thanksgiving for God’s healing presence: 

 John Speed’s multiple myeloma is now in remission. 

 Sharon Krams’ restored vision following successful cataract surgeries. 

Please join us in prayers of thanksgiving for the members of Centro Misionero who recently volunteered 

to refinish the sanctuary floors and thanks to the many members and friends of Sweet Hollow Church who 

joined with members of Centro Misionero removing and then reinstalling the pews so the refinishing could 

be accomplished. 

Dear Lord, may this Lenten season bring new hope and healing. May we journey toward the cross 

prayerfully, humbly and purposefully; seeking always to feel your presence amid the distractions of our 

daily life and to know you in the stillness of our souls.  

Amen. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Thursday, March 15 from 1:00 to 2:30 pm.  If you knit or crochet or 

would like to learn how to knit, join us in the Parlor as we create prayer shawls to be given to celebrate a 

joy or to provide comfort.  We have some lovely new shawls available so if you need one, contact either 

Sukey Walter at sukey1@me.com or Pastor Meg. 

Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow 
Rev. Mary Margaret Flannagan, Pastor 

Rachel Fogel, Choir Director 

Barbara Zimmerman, Secretary 

Tracy Dein, Treasurer 
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Women 4 Women 
by Sukey Walter 

Women 4 Women is going to Clay Nation!  

All women ages 18 and older are invited to join us on Sunday, March 18 for an afternoon of creativity, fun 

and fellowship at Clay Nation Pottery Studio at their new location, 38 Forest Avenue, Glen Cove.   

You pick a piece of pottery to paint from a wide range of styles, themes and prices.  Clay Nation will fire 

the pieces in their kiln; the pieces will be picked up from the studio approximately one week later and will 

be brought to church for distribution.   

Those attending are asked to bring food items such as deviled eggs, potato salad, finger foods, tossed sal-

ad, snacks, beverages, etc. to church.  We’ll meet in the CEB Hall after worship for a light lunch before 

leaving for the pottery studio.  We’ll then proceed to the church parking lot between 11:45 am and 12 pm 

and will carpool to Clay Nation.  If you’d like to attend, please contact Maureen Sansone at 631-385-1855 

or msansone@optonline.net, as the studio needs an exact head count one week prior to the event.  Looking 

forward to seeing you there!  

Stewardship - Budget News 
by Jim Sommeyer 

Sown in Love, Growing in Faith!  This is our Stewardship theme this year.  Thank you to all of our 

members, friends and renters.  We thank God for everything good in our lives and we thank the faithful 

flock of Sweet Hollow for your ongoing commitment.  We wouldn’t be the “Little Church with the Big 

Heart” without you and your time, talents, and treasures supporting all the good work we do.  

Our Roof Repair Fundraising campaign now stands at $27,906.50, more than two-thirds of the way to our 

target of $35,000.  Thank you to all that have contributed to this fund, nearly the entire congregation!     

Over the past month we have received 5 additional pledges!  We have now received 35 pledges of $76,365 

as compared to our total for 2017 of 33 pledges of $75,766.  There is still time to submit your pledge if you 

have not yet done so.  Keep in mind that if things in your life change, your pledge can also change.   

During 2017, Sweet Hollow realized an operating loss of about $7,000 dollars.  Contributing to this was a 

deficit of over $3,000 dollars in per capita, which is akin to membership dues.  Sweet Hollow was 

obligated to make up the difference from our general funds.  On Long Island, the per capita for each 

Presbyterian is $36.78 – one of the lowest in the country.  The bulk of this money pays for Presbytery staff 

and resources, while other portions go to the Synod and the General Assembly.  Per capita monies go 

toward significant programs like Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, new church development, and mission.  

In addition to their yearly pledge, each Sweet Hollow member is asked to pay their $36.78 per capita.   

(A family of three would cost $110.34.)   You may write a check to Sweet Hollow with “per capita” in the 

memo line. 

Thanks to all for your many contributions to our Church. Our operating loss was much lower than the three 

previous years and our pledges have increased.  This is cause for a brief celebration and a rededication to 

God’s charge to us to live generously.  Wondrous things are happening at Sweet Hollow!  We have much 

to do and I know we can do it together if we trust in our faith and pray to God to show us the way. 
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Mission Team 

 

 

 

 

The Northport Rotary Club is sponsoring its annual Soles4Souls drive during the month of March (1-31) and Sweet 

Hollow will again participate.  Please look for the donation boxes in the breezeway. New and gently used shoes, 

boots, sandals, etc. from children to adult sizes are needed. This a a good time to start your spring closet cleaning 

for a wonderful cause.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently, the tallied results for the ten churches competing in the February Souper Bowl Challenge (collecting non- 

perishable food items, diapers and supermarket gift cards for local food pantries) is only up to week two.  Sweet 

Hollow is in second place so far with 404 items!  

Thank you for your increased donations and let's keep that challenge going with every month — you can never have 

enough food donations for those in need.  Thank you. 

Book Discussion 
by Sukey Walter 

Our next book will be “Andrew Jackson and the Miracle of New Orleans”  by Brian 

Kilmeade.    

We will meet on Thursday, March 22 in the parlor at 1:30 pm. 

Dinner at the Diner  

 Dinner and discussion will take place all four Wednesdays in March, beginning Wednesday, March 7  at  

6:30 pm at the Sweet Hollow Diner in Melville.  This is a time to ask questions and consider what we (and you!) 

really believe.  Join us on March 7, 14, 21 and 28.  No experience necessary! 
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Testimony of God’s Goodness 

Sweet Hollow members continually chant, “we don’t have enough,” “we need more volunteers,” “we can’t…” We 

often have a mindset of scarcity, seeing only the things we used to have or can’t have. Our maintenance list 

continues to grow, while our resources remain limited. How will we fix the parking lot AND the boiler AND the 

floor AND the roof AND the trees…?  

Joan Sommermeyer famously says, “God will provide.” And indeed, God does.  

On February 11, while many members were traveling, sick at home, or otherwise occupied, God provided enough 

people to be in church for the day. We had enough people to lead worship, enough people to fix breakfast, and – 

miracle of miracles! – enough people to remove all Sanctuary furnishings in less than 45 minutes!  

In a miracle reminiscent of the loaves of fishes, God provided an abundance from our offering of a few. God 

provided energy and strong bodies from a congregation doubting we had these things within us. All work was 

completed in less than an hour, leaving folks asking, “is that all?”  

Thanks be to God for providing for us. Thanks be to God for providing more than we needed. And thanks be to God 

for reminding us that this is not our church, but the church of Jesus Christ. Our job is not to worry, but to lift up our 

prayers, giving thanks and praise for a continual abundance of love and care and grace. 

Sanctuary Floors - 

Before Sanding 

After Sanding 
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Christian Education News 
by Lynn Burke 

We are continuing our At-Home Sunday School series for pre-school and elementary age children.  There will be 

short lessons posted on our church website for the families to do each week.  A lesson will be taught on the third 

Sunday of each month at Church when the children will leave worship for their Sunday School class.  Please visit 

www.sweethollowpresby.org and click “Education & Fellowship” to access the lesson each week.    The lessons for 

March will be on Holy Week.  As a reminder, we have set up the small room at the back of the sanctuary as a child-

friendly space stocked with simple crafts and activities.    

The Nursery is open every week, with Sukey Walter caring for our youngest members.  

Our Annual Pancake Breakfast was a great success attended by approximately 45-50 people including a few 

members from Centro Misionero who were there helping to remove the pews in the sanctuary for the floor 

refinishing.  We had lots of help with the decorating, cooking, serving and clean up including all four of our recent 

confirmands.  Many thanks to all!  Our Free-Will Offering totaled $167 and will be donated to the Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance Fund.  Thank you for your generosity. 

We will be sponsoring a Soles 4 Souls shoe drive during the month of March (tagging on to the Northport Rotary 

drive).  Collection boxes will be in the breezeway. 

Annual Pancake Breakfast 
Pictures by Maureen Sansone 

 

http://www.sweethollowpresby.org
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

OF SWEET HOLLOW 

95 Old Country Road 

Melville, NY 11747 

Phone: 631-367-9249 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.sweethollowpresby.org 

BELL RINGER DEADLINE 

For March Issue 

March 22 

Holy Week Schedule 
Holy Week is an opportunity to immerse ourselves in Christ's journey from his life on earth, to his death 

on the cross, to his resurrection on Easter morning. 

Maundy Thursday, March 29 (6 pm) 

This evening will mirror Jesus' last supper with his disciples. We will weave worship and 

dinner together, moving into the Sanctuary for a quiet end. This is a family-friendly service. 

Come prepared to share, tell, and serve. 

Holy Saturday, March 31 (6:30 pm) 

The Easter Vigil is a one-stop shopping experience for worship; it includes fire, baptism, and 

communion. Multiple scripture passages are read as we tell the history of our salvation. At the 

end of the service we will proclaim, "Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!" This is an 

intergenerational, family-friendly, moving, creative worship experience. The Presbytery of 

Long Island will join us for our Easter Vigil. Please bring a snack to share at the end of 

worship. 

Easter Sunday, April 1 (6:30 am and 10 am) 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! A brief Easter Sunrise service (6:30 am) will greet Jesus 

risen from the tomb. One traditional service (10 am) will conclude our Easter celebrations. 

Would you like your Bellringer to go in color electronically thus saving us time and postage?  

Please contact the church office. 


