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Pastoral Column           by Pastor Meg Flannagan 
 Sweet Hollow’s program year is off to a great start. We have had 

two great weeks in worship – good attendance, children in Sunday 

School, plenty of volunteers and opportunities for service. Let’s make 

this a trend! There are many things which need our time and attention 

in October. Please pray for and help with the opportunities on the 

following pages. It takes a village to make this work. Thankfully, we 

have a village! 

 October is a great month to be in the church. From the first week’s 

celebration of World Communion Sunday to the final week’s 

celebration of Reformation Day and All Saints’ Day, the days draw 

our attention to the Christian community that transcends time and 

space. We call this the “communion of saints.” (Notice “saints” with 

a small “s.”) These saints span from Mary Magdalene to Peter and 

Paul, Teresa of Avila and John Calvin, all the way up to Marion 

Beller and Allan Rogers. Many of Sweet Hollow’s saints are buried 

in the little cemetery on Sweet Hollow Road – old friends resting 

together in eternity. Some of our saints are buried at Pinelawn, while 

others are farther away at Calverton National Cemetery.  

 I often visit our saints when funerals and interments take me to 

these cemeteries. It is an honor to stand near their bodies and give 

thanks to God for their legacy.  

 Please let me know if you or your family would like to join me for 

a prayer one day. I would be glad to meet you there and introduce 

you to the rest of our community. 

Memory Verse 

Micah 6:8 (through October 14) 

 What does the Lord require of you? To do justice, love kindness, and 

walk humbly with your God. 

October 21 – November 25: Psalm 19:14 

 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

OCTOBER 2018 
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Elders: 

Lynn Burke 

Ed Conroy 

Tim Mason 

Brian Schiffmacher 

Jim Sommermeyer 

Emily Wagner 

 

Youth Elder: 

Rebecca VanHouten  

Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow 

 Other Groups & Activities: 

 Book Discussion    Sukey Walter 

 Christian Education   Lynn Burke 

 Church Brunch    Bill Walter 

 Fellowship & Outreach  Barbara Martin & 

  & Mission     Maureen Sansone 

 House  & Property   Bill Von Brook 

 Nominating Committee   Jim Sommerrmeyer 

 Personnel      Frank Sansone 

 Prayer Circle     Carol Keil 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry  Sukey Walter 

 Stewardship     Jim Sommermeyer 

 Women For Women   Maureen Sansone &  

         Sukey Walter 

 Worship      Marc Young 

 Youth Group      Pastor Meg Flannagan 

 Church Historian    Bill Walter   

 Bell Ringer Editor   Bill Chamberlain   

Deacons: 

Jean Cavanaugh 

Bill Chamberlain  

Barbara Martin 

Frank Sansone 

Dan Schiffmacher 

Jason Wagner 

Marc Young  

Prayer Corner 
by Carol Keil 

“Lord, thank you for walking with us through the seasons of our lives. 

For the winter, when we are held safe in your arms through the darkness. 

For the hope of spring, as we are filled with new promise and life. 

For summer time, full of warmth and color, 

And for autumn days as leaves fall to seed new growth  

You are always with us. 

Amen.”   

( from www.lords-prayer-words.com) 

Please join us in prayers of joy and thanksgiving as we welcome new life among our church family.  

 Congratulations to John Speed on the birth of granddaughter Raina Mae Langstaff on September 12.   

  Raina’s parents are Zoe Speed and Brendan Langstaff. 

 Congratulations to Susan (Dein) and Robert Helf, on the birth of grandson Mason Joseph Tesoro on  

  September 18. Mason’s parents are Becky and Joseph Tesoro. 

 Congratulations to Lynn and Richard Burke on the birth of their first grandchild, Carter Tatum Burke, at  

  2:07 pm Saturday, September 29. 6 pounds, 19-3/4 inches. 

We lift up prayers of hope for the success of our annual Pumpkin Patch sales throughout the month of October 

and prayers of thanksgiving for the loyal volunteers who gathered to unload the truck and who will staff the 

patch  each day! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet again on Thursday, October 18 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm in the parlor. 

If you knit, crochet or want to learn to knit, join.us. If you know someone who needs a shawl, please contact either 

Sukey Walter at sukey1@me.com or Pastor Meg.  We have several shawls ready to give. 

Rev. Mary Margaret Flannagan, Pastor 

Rachel Fogel, Choir Director 

Barbara Zimmerman, Secretary 

Tracy Dein, Treasurer 
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Stewardship - Budget News 
by Jim Sommermeyer  

We had a very productive and well attended meeting of the Stewardship - Budget Committee on 

September 23.  We discussed grant application projects, stewardship season, possible new renters and a 

self-audit of our finances.  I want to thank all attendees for their spirited discussion and concern we all 

have for our church!    

We glean nearly half of our operating revenue from our property rentals.  It may not be in our best interest 

to increase our rentals any further.  As you invite your friends to worship service and we strive to re-

invigorate our congregation, please also prayerfully consider your current donation level.   

Upcoming we have World Communion Sunday (everyone is invited to sing with the choir!), Pumpkin 

Patch,  Harvest Fair and Open Mic Night.  We need everyone to help in any capacity they are able.  

Thanks to God for the abundance he has given us.  Joyful things are happening at Sweet Hollow!  

We have much to do and I know we can do it together if we trust in our faith and pray to God to show us 

the way. 

Sweet Hollow Serves 
Put our memory verse to work! These are specific ways that we can do justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with God (Micah 6:8). 

 October 1: Truly listen while someone talks to you. 

 October 2: Don’t buy or throw away any plastic today. 

 October 3: Invite someone to come to church with you this Sunday, October 7. Two other     

     congregations will be joining us for World Communion Sunday. This is a perfect bring-a-

     friend Sunday! 

 October 4: Borrow something instead of buying it. 

 October 5: Exercise or stretch today. 

 October 6: Create a positive or happy pumpkin. Give it to a neighbor. 

 October 7: Care for someone who is sick – call them, share warm soup, or write a card. 

 October 8: Change a lightbulb to something more energy efficient. 

 October 9: Ask a church officer or committee leader if you can help with a project at church. 

 October 10: Donate one piece of clothing, toy, or canned good that you no longer want or need. 

 October 11: Make your favorite recipe for someone. 

 October 12: Don’t judge anyone today. 

 October 13: Adjust the thermostat. Wear layers instead of turning up the heat. 

 October 14: Rake leaves for a neighbor. 
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Christian Education News 
by Lynn Burke 

Sunday School will continue during the month of October.  We will have the children working on a 

mission project making sandwiches the second week of each month.   

As always, the Nursery is open with Sukey Walter as our Supervisor.  The small room in the back of the 

Sanctuary is also available with projects and crafts. 

We look forward to seeing you and your children each month! 

Welcome Home Sunday 

Fall Festival at the Pumpkin Patch 
On Saturday, October 8, there will be homemade goodies, scarecrow building, family photo op, face 

painting and more. This will be both a fundraiser and community outreach .Please contact Sukey Walter at 

sukey1@me.com or 631-423-4905 to volunteer with preparations (baked goods, setting up tables, etc.) or 

to help for an hour or two that day. 

NEEDED: Old pants and long-sleeved shirts for the scarecrow building.  Please drop them off at the 

church office.  Any size is welcome. 
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Pumpkin Patch 
      by Frank Sansone 

The Pumpkin Patch will be open and located on the East field every day 

in October.  The weekday hours are 12 pm to 6 pm and weekend hours 

Saturdays from 10 am - 6 pm and Sundays from 11 am to 6 pm. 

We need two weekend volunteers per 3-hour shift and one weekday 

volunteer per 3-hour shift to work the Patch.  We will add credit card 

purchases as well as cash.  Please volunteer if you can.   

We could use donations of homemade goods: breads, unfrosted cake, 

brownies, or packaged cookies. Last year the baked goods gave us over $800 of income, and there is a 

demand if more are available to sell.  Please either call the church office and speak with Barbara 

Zimmerman or Pastor Meg, or call or email Frank Sansone or Michelle Von Brook if you can donate. 

Thank you, Tim Mason, for printing and mounting two Pumpkin Patch Signs which will be placed out 

front on Old Country Road.  They will draw attention to the Patch for drivers and passengers of hundreds 

of cars that go by our church each day.  

Mission Team 
by Maureen Sansone 

Hurricane Florence has wreaked havoc in multiple Southeast states.  Communities will be rebuilding for months 

and in many cases, years, before all is restored.  The Presbytery Disaster Relief Task Force asks for our support to 

those who have been victims of this devastation.  The National Church already is delivering immediate aid to those 

impacted.  Financial support for relief efforts can be given to our church.  They will forward your gift(s) to local 

affected Presbyteries or PDA.  Please write Disaster Relief in the Memo Section of your check.  In addition 

to your financial support, let us pray to seek God’s presence on behalf of disaster survivors, the responders and 

rescuers.     

Thank you to everyone who donated healthy snacks and school supplies for Tri CYA.  Through your generosity of 

spirit, over 20 Sharing Bags were collected, and then brought over to the Tri CYA facility in Huntington.  Tri 

CYA was very appreciative.  Thank you to Charlotte DeSanti for preparing the Sharing Bags, placing them in the 

Sanctuary, and coordinating this effort, and to everyone who assisted with putting the bags in Jane Beller’s car.  

Thank you to Jane Beller for bringing all the Sharing Bags over to Tri CYA for distribution. 

Please continue to consider donating items for the Food Pantry Basket in the breezeway.  This time of year, 

cereals, peanut butter, jelly, snacks for school, soups, coffee, tea, crackers, baby products and health and beauty aids 

are needed, and as always, are very much appreciated. 

After the October 7 World Communion Day worship service, and during the Special Coffee Hour, we’ll be 

working on a Shared Mission Project with two of the congregations which share our space:  We’ll be making 

approximately 60 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, which will then be donated to the Family Service League, 

through St. Hugh’s Project HOPE.  We hope you’ll all join us in this shared ministry.  

Looking ahead to November, we’ll be collecting clothing, shoes, linens and blankets for our Veterans.  As you are 

changing over your clothes for the Fall season, please consider donating to this worthy cause. 

Thank you all, and Happy Fall! 
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World Communion Day Special Coffee Hour 

and Shared Mission Project 
by Maureen Sansone 

 

On Sunday, October 7, World Communion Day, we will be joined in a special worship service by the 

congregations which share our space. 

Following the worship service, there will be a special coffee hour, to continue the theme of sharing God’s 

gifts together.   

Additionally, we will be doing a shared mission project together:  We’ll be making approximately 60 

peanut butter and jelly sandwiches which will be donated to the Family Service League, through  

St. Hugh’s Project HOPE.  We are in need of loaves of Arnold’s Brick Oven White Bread, peanut butter, 

jelly, bottled water and fruit, specifically, apples, oranges and bananas.   We look forward to working 

cooperatively to help those in our community. 

Volunteers are needed to assist in setting up for the coffee hour, as well as bringing in croissants, assorted 

baked goods, fruit salad, etc.  We will also need assistance in cleaning up afterwards. 

Anyone who is able to assist and/or would like to donate items, please contact Maureen Sansone by email 

or phone at msansone@optonline.net or 631-385-1855. 

Thank you in advance for your prayerful consideration.       

World Communion Sunday is on October 7 

Begun in 1933, Presbyterians in Pittsburgh initiated this day as an expression of Christ’s unity. This 

celebration has been adopted by many protestant denominations in many countries. Millions of Christians 

will recognize the feast that Jesus Christ invites us to share together.  

This year at Sweet Hollow two other congregations will join us for worship (10 am). We will conclude 

worship with a special coffee hour and service project in the Fellowship Hall. This will be a beautiful day 

of friendship, hope and love. It will be a perfect day to bring a friend! 
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Women For Women’s First Potluck and Planning Meeting 

October 1 
by Maureen Sansone and Sukey Walter 

Women for Women (W4W) will hold its first meeting of the season, our “Potluck and Planning Meeting,” on 

Monday, October 1, from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall.   

Each attendee is asked to bring a potluck dish to share as we brainstorm to determine our schedule of events 

for the upcoming year. 

The Women’s Group from Old First Presbyterian will once again be invited to join us, as we look forward to 

spending quality time together in Christian fellowship. 

Please let Maureen Sansone know if you’ll be attending by contacting her at 631-385-1855 or 

msansone@optonline.net.   

Hope to see you there!   

Book Discussion 

We have chosen “Somebody I Used To Know’ by Wendy Mitchell.  Wendy has early onset 

Alzheimer’s.  It is a chronicle of one woman’s struggle to make sense of her shifting world and 

her mortality.  It is a tribute to the woman she was and the woman she has become. 

We will meet on Thursday, October 25, in the parlor at 1:30 pm. 

Seeking Leaders of the Church 

The Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking suggestions for members to serve as Elder and Deacon. 

Descriptions of the positions are included below. We welcome nominations of those you see as particularly 

gifted for serving as officers of the church. We are especially glad to hear if God has called YOU for service at 

Sweet Hollow! This year we will nominate three Elders and three Deacons for service from February 2019 – 

January 2022. Please contact Pastor Meg or Barbara Martin for more information. 

The Duties of Elders 

The Book of Order, G-2.0301, states: "Congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, 

having demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so named not 

because they 'lord it over' the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by the congregation to 

discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Ruling 

elders, together with teaching elders, exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline 

and have responsibilities for the life of a congregation as well as the whole church, including ecumenical 

relationships. When elected by the congregation, they shall serve faithfully as members of the session." 

The Duties of Deacons 

The Book of Order, G-2.0201, states: "The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, 

witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, 

the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of 

spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound 

judgment should be chosen for this ministry.” 
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A WEATHERVANE IS ADDED TO THE SWEET HOLLOW CHURCH 
by William T. Walter 

 In 1829 some 45 members of the Old 

First Presbyterian Church living in 

Melville requested permission to have 

their own church so they would not have 

to drive their horse-drawn buggies five 

miles along muddy or snow covered dirt 

paths each Sunday to Huntington.  Old 

First was very cooperative.  The men 

built the church in less than 4 months 

during the spring of 1829 on the 

northwest corner of Sweet Hollow and 

Old Country Roads on land given by 

James Nostrand.  When completed the 

new sanctuary had the appearance of a 

large barn.  Eleven years later a bell 

tower was added and a steeple about 

1850, some 21 years after the church was 

built.  As the photo shows, carriage sheds were constructed behind the church for the horses and buggies 

of the congregation. 

 Toward the end of the 1800s and into the 1900s, falling attendance became more severe.  On March 

16, 1930, Sweet Hollow voted to discontinue church services because of diminishing attendance.  For 18 

years the church was closed, used only for an occasional 

funeral.  Its bell served as a fire alarm and during World 

War II as an air raid alert. On October 3, 1948, Sweet 

Hollow reorganized. 

 During the summer of 1985 while Sukey and I were 

traveling on Cape Cod, we discovered a handsome 

weathervane atop the West Parish Meeting House in 

West Barnstable.  Our House Committee agreed that a 

royal rooster weathervane would be appropriate  to 

remind our congregation not to deny Christ as Peter had 

done before the cock crowed. 

 Sweet Hollow’s new weathervane was dedicated on 

September 26, 1986, in memory of Audrey Mason  

(1928-1982) as a gift from her family and her friends.  

Tim’s mother had served our church faithfully as a 

deacon and as president of the women’s group. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

OF SWEET HOLLOW 

95 Old Country Road 

Melville, NY 11747 

Phone: 631-367-9249 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.sweethollowpresby.org 

BELL RINGER DEADLINE 

for November Issue 

October 26 

Would you like your Bell Ringer to go in color electronically thus saving us time and 

postage?  Please contact the church office. 

World Communion Sunday on October 7 

Two other congregations will join us for worship.  

Bring a friend for the joyful celebration! 

Dinner at the Diner with Discussion 

The next Dinner at the Diner series will be October 3, 10, 17, 24. Plan to join us! 

Save the Date:  Sweet Hollow’s first Open Mic Night on Saturday, November 10  

All Saints Day to be Celebrated Sunday, October 28 

Please send in the names and death dates of particular friends and family. 

We will honor these saints in worship on Sunday, October 28. 

Fall Festival at the Pumpkin Patch: Saturday, October 3 


