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There is something wonderfully Presbyterian about fall.

The weather becomes more reasonable. Committees return from summer hiatus.
We drink coffee without sweating. And somewhere, someone is already asking,
“Have we started planning Advent yet?”

October has arrived.
The leaves are changing, the air is cooler, and pumpkin spice has once again
achieved its annual goal of taking over absclutely everything.
But underneath all of that, fall offers us a wonderful picture of faith because
fall is a season of change.
And, ves, | realize that “change” and “Presbyterian™ are not always words we like
to put in the same sentence.
There’s an old joke: “How many Presbyterians does it take to change a light bulb?”
? : /

Change?! My grandmother donated that light. bulb. |
Yet change is actually part of our Reformed tradition. One of its great ideas
is that the church is “reformed and always being reformed according to the
Word of God.”
In other words, God isn't finished with us yet.
That is true of the Church, and it is true of each of us.
Faith isn’t about reaching a point where we finally have God completely figured out.
Faith is a lifelong journey of discovering, questioning, growing, changing, and trusting.
Scripture is filled with people doing exactly that. Abraham follows without knowing
where he is going. Moses repeatedly suggests that God has chesen the wrong guy.
The Psalms ask difficult questions. The disciples spend a remarkable amount of time
misunderstanding Jesus.

And somehow God keeps working through all of them.

That’s grace.

Grace means our relationship with God doesn’t depend upon getting
everything right. God comes looking for us first. God loves first. Gacs first.
And because of that grace, we are free to grow.
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Maybe October’s trees can teach us something about that.

Every autumn, they put on one spectacular show—and then let the
whole thing go.

Imagine if trees behaved like people:
We ve always done leaves this way.”

Eventually, the tree lets go—not because everything before was bad,
but because another season is coming.

Our lives have seasons, too. So do churches.

§ | Sometimes faith means holding tightly to what matters most:
A, ¥ grace, love, compassion, justice, community, hope, and Jesus Christ.

Sometimes faith means releasing what no longer helps us follow
Christ where Christ is leading.
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Thankfully, we don’t discern that alone. We worship, pray, study, serve,
question, laugh, and gather around Christ’s Table together.
So this October, pay attention. )
¥# What is God growing in you?

#¢ What might you need to release?
* Where are you noticing grace?

The seasons change. Churches change. We change.

But through every season, this promise remains: i

. W belong to God. 3 Y.

And that is a pretty good thing to remember j i
when everything else seems to be changing. S
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(Grace and peace, f ”‘4’1 R |
L *t/(?‘t 9 :-
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that we are still in Common Time—sometimes called Ordinary Time.
b And it is long.
Advent gets candles. Christmas gets carols. Lent gets ashes. Easter gets lilies.
Pentecost gets red. Common Time gets...well...a whole lot of green.
But maybe that's the point.
Common Time reminds us that most of our life with God happens in the ordinary.
We cannot live every day on the mountaintop. Most Tuesdays do not come with
angels, trumpets, or tongues of fire. Sometimes Tuesday just comes with laundry,
emails, traffic, and wondering what we’re having for dinner.

And God is there too.

That is one reason we continue gathering for worship week after week, even when
there isn’t a major holy day on the calendar. Worship trains us to recognize God’s
presence in the ordinary rhythms of life.

I f you've looked at the church calendar lately, you may have noticed

We sing. We pray. We hear Scripture. We listen for a Word.
We offer our gifts. We gather around the Table.
And then we are sent back into the world.

In the Reformed tradition, worship is not an escape from everyday life.
¢ It prepares us to return to it—more attentive to God and more ready to love
‘@ our neighbors.

-3 @ 4=

Soon enough, Advent will arrive and the church calendar will begin again.

But before we rush toward the candles and carols, Common Time offers us one
* more gift:
God does some of God’s best work in ordinary time—
with ordinary people like us.

And that is something worth showing up for.
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SAME GOD @ EVERY SEASON @ EVERYDAY PEOPLE
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Oct4 - Laura Fal_lﬂﬂ October 4th - Laura & Maureen Sansone
Oct1l - Tracy Dein October 11th - Maureen Sansone
Oct18 - October 18th - Niaja
Oct 25 - Smorgasbord - Jessica Pond October 25th - Jessica

© Q
Nov1l - Laura Fallon Nowetiber 13t - Liirs Fallon

Nov8 - Tracy November 8th - Joan

s _ November 15th - Sheri
Nov 22 - Smorgasbord - Jessica Noveriher 20nd"- Jessica
Nov 29 - Sue .
© November 29th - Niaja
Dec6 - Laura V)
Dec13 - Sue December 6th - Laura Fallon A
Dec 20 - December 13th - Jessica
Dec 24 - December 20th - Niaja
Dec 27 - Smorgasbord - Jessica December 24th - Lessons & Carols %

December 27th -
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ached Space’.

O ur church building has always been more than
bricks and mortar. It is a place where faith is nurtured,
relationships are formed, and people come together in
community. As we continue to explore meaningful ways to
utilize our church property, we are pleased to welcome a
Life Group from Jesus Christ Tabernacle, which now gathers
in our sanctuary on Sunday afternoons.
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Sharing our worship space is another opportunity to extend
the use of our building beyond Sunday morning worship

and to foster connections within the broader faith community.
While each congregation brings its own traditions and
expressions of faith, we share a common understanding

of the importance of gathering together, building relationships,
and creating spaces where people can grow spiritually.

This new arrangement reflects our ongoing commitment to
being good stewards of the space entrusted to us and to
finding ways our church property can serve others. By opening
our doors, we allow our sanctuary to continue its purpose

as a place of worship, fellowship, and spiritual growth [ Open/
throughout the week.

As we welcome our new neighbors in faith, may we remember L SW

that a church is not defined solely by the people who gather | T ' R

within its walls, but also by the ways those walls can create e -
e iR FAITH —

opportunities for connection, understanding, and community.
= LOMMUNITY =
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We extend a warm welcome to the Life Group from
Jesus Christ Tabernacle and look forward to the relationships
and possibilities that may grow from sharing this sacred space.

May our doors remain open, our hearts welcoming, and
our building a blessing to all who gather within it.

- = S

Different traditions. A shared faith. A stronger community.
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Finding grace in the changing seasons of !{fe

October arrives with a gentle reminder that change is woven into
the very fabric of creation. The days grow shorter, the air turns
crisp, and the trees begin their beautiful transformation. Leaves that
once provided shade and shelter loosen their hold, drifting quietly to |
the ground.

There is something sacred in this letting go.

We spend so much of our lives holding on. We hold on to worries |
about tomorrow, disappointments from yesterday, expectations of
ourselves and others, and sometimes even the pain of things we |
cannot change. We hold tigthly to familiar routines, old hurts, and
the hope that if we just try a little harder, we can somehow make |
everything turn out the way we planned.

Yet autumn reminds us that letting go is not necessarily giving up.
Sometimes, it is an act of faith.

In the Presbyterian tradition, we understand that God'’s grace is not

something we earn through perfection, nor is it dependent upon our
ability to keep every part of our lives in order. Grace is a gift, freely

given, meeting us wherever we find ourselves. We are invited to trust
that even when life feels uncertain, God's love remains steadfast.

Jesus invites the weary to come and find rest, reminding us that we
do not have to carry every burden alone. Prayer offers us a place to
lay down what weighs heavily on our hearts—not because every
problem will immediately disappear, but because we are reminded
that we are held in love, surrounded by a community of faith, and
never beyond the reach of God's grace.

Letting go can mean releasing the need to be perfect, forgiving
ourselves for what we wish we had done differently, or making peace
with circumstances beyond our control. It may mean opening our
hearts to a new understanding, allowing ourselves to ask for help,

or making room for someone whose experiences differ from our own.

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”
=23~ — Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NRSVUE) —=<£-

And sometimes, letting go means recognizing that we cannot do
everything, fix everyone, or carry the struggles of the entire world on
our shoulders. We can, however, continue to show up for one another,
to work for justice, to extend compassion, and to be instruments of
God’s love in the places where we live and serve.

As the leaves fall, may we remember that the branches are not empty
of purpose. They are resting, preparing for what is yet to come.

In the same way, seasons of uncertainty, grief, or change do not
mean that our lives have lost their meaning or that God has
abandoned us. Even in the quiet and unfamiliar spaces, new
possibilities are taking root.

Perhaps this October, we might offer ourselves the simple gift of
releasing one burden. We might spend a few quiet moments in prayer,

take a walk beneath the changing trees, or reach out to someone who
needs to know they are not alone.

May we learn to trust the changing seasons of our lives, knowing
that we do not need to have all the answers to take the next faithful

P - s e, = 12
A Prayen for Letting Go "‘;;

« Gracious and loving God,

|| ’ As the leaves begin to fall and the world around us changes,

¥ remind us that there is beauty in every season and grace in every
!

new beginning.
' Help us loosen our grip on the worries that consume us, the
| disappointments we carry, and the expectations that leave us
' feeling weary. Give us courage to release what no longer serves
love, healing, or hope, and wisdom to recognize what we are
called to nurture and protect.

For those among us who are grieving, bring comfort. For those
who are anxious or uncertain, offer peace. For those who feel
forgotten or alone, surround them with a community that
welcomes, listens, and cares.

Teach us to let go without turning away, to forgive without
forgetting the work of justice, and to trust without demanding
that every question be answered.

May we make room in our hearts for compassion, in our lives
for meaningful connection, and in our community for all who
seek a place of belonging.

As the trees release their leaves, may we release our burdens

into the care of your enduring love, trusting that even in seasons | +

of change, your Spirit is at work within us and among us. *
4

In the name of Jesus Christ, who walks with us through every
season, we pray.

Amen.
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| 4 ave you ever read a passage from the Bible and thought,
“I have absolutely no idea what to do with that"?

Good. You're probably paying attention.

The Bible is filled with beautiful poetry, unforgettable stories,
challenging teachings, strange customs, difficult questions, and
more than a few passages that leave us scratching our heads.
And yet, these ancient words continue to speak into our lives,
our faith, and the way we understand God and one another.

This fall, we're inviting you to go deeper through

Kerygma: The Bible in Depth, an opportunity to explore
the Bible not simply as a collection of individual stories, but as
a larger story of God and God's people.

This isn’t about becoming a biblical expert or memorizing
names, dates, and obscure kings. You don't need to know the
difference between Leviticus and Lamentations before you walk
through the door! Instead, this study is about learning how to
read Scripture thoughtfully—asking questions, exploring
historical and theological context, noticing connections, and
discovering some of the great themes that run throughout the
biblical story.

And questions are welcome. In fact, they’re encouraged.
One of the gifts of studying Scripture together is discovering

that we don't all see exactly the same thing when we read a passage.

Our experiences, backgrounds, doubts, insights, and questions
become part of the conversation. In the Reformed tradition, we
trust that Scripture is best encountered not in isolation, but
within a community of faith—with open minds, open Bibles,
and room for the Spirit to surprise us.

Whether you have been studying the Bible for fifty years or
are still trying to figure out where Habakkuk is, there is a place
for you in this study.
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_The Bible in Depth <

The study is scheduled
to begin in late October
or early November.

V)

The cost of the Kerygma
resource book is $52.

<

If you've been looking for an opportunity

to deepen your understanding of Scripture,
strengthen your faith, or simply ask some

of the questions you've always wondered about,
this may be the perfect next step.

Q

Interested in participating?
Contact Pastor Wade for details
and registration information.

COVENANT

PROPHETS
GOSPEL

COMMUNITY
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want to speak plamly with you this month. Our church needs a strong
financial finish to the year.

Right now, our giving is behind where we anticipated it would be based on the {
commitments we made together. That matters because our budget isn’t simply a &
collection of numbers on a spreadsheet. Our budget represents ministry. ¥ ¥

Your giving helps us welcome people searching for a church home. It supports our i} 7
children and faith formation. It allows us to worship, care for one another, serve '
our neighbors, maintain our church home, support mission, and proclaim the good
news of God’s grace.

That’s what we’re funding. And right now, we need everyone’s help.

T SERVEOLR
 NEIGHBORS

"~ SUPPORT
MISSION _

~ MAINTAIN OUR
 CHURCH HOME

PROCLAIM

If you made a financial commitment this year and have fallen behind, please
consider catching up as soon as you are able. If you are current and have the ability
to give something additional, please prayerfully consider an extra gift. And if you
haven't begun giving regularly, this is a wonderful time to start.

I know everyone's circumstances are different. For some households, money is tight.
There is no shame in that, and our church will never measure someone’s faithfulness
by the size of a check.

But stewardship does ask each of us a simple question:

__- \\I 4
:Il\ >

The church is something we do together. We worsh1p together. We serve together. H

We dream together. And we financially support this ministry together.

|
1 rl

2
So I'm asking you—not vaguely, not someday, but now—to help us close the gap. g ﬁ'* '
Take a look at your giving. If you're behind and able, catch up. If you can give a little o= A9 |
extra, please do. Every gift matters. N

There is still ministry to do, people to welcome, children to teach, neighbors to serve,
and a Gospel of extravagant grace to share.

Let’s finish strong—not because we’re afraid of what happens if we don’t,
but because we believe in what God can do when we do.

With gratitude and hope,

Pt e

o
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October M:ssian Focus:
Helping Hand Rescue Mission

The Mission Team is once again partnering with Helping Hand
Rescue Mission to help local families enjoy a happy and blessed
Thanksgiving, Our October/November mission will focus on filling
Holiday Food Boxes to provide families in need with everything
necessary for a full Thanksgiving meal, including dessert and a
special breakfast.

Unfortunately, more families in our communities are facing financial
challenges, making this outreach more important than ever. Thanks
to the generosity and continued support of our congregation, we can
help bring stability, nourishment, and a little extra holiday joy to

our neighbors in need.

= S
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An item signup sheet will be available in the sanctuary. We welcome
all food donations, and any surplus items will be used to fill additional
boxes for other families. Holiday decorations are also welcome!

Would you like to fill an entire Feed a Family Box on your own?
Jane Beller is coordinating the collection of boxes for the church
and would be delighted to include additional boxes from families
who wish to go the extra mile. Simply contact Jane at
looneychick36@yahoo.com or leave a message for Lori on the
church phone at 631-367-9249,

F_t_ ' z;'" P G-—ft.-tﬂn-t @afe-s--:

| November 15: Feed a Family Boxes are due at the church. 1 |
i Mid-November: All boxes must be ready for dLStnl:muon ) .
- |

OO000000000o0oooooan

| -
Our congregation has always done a fabulous job helping to
“Take a Bite Out of Holiday Hunger,” and the heartfelt gratitude
received from Helping Hand Rescue Mission is truly priceless.

Thank you for once again sharing your blessings, opening your : f z

hearts, and helping our neighbors axpenence a Thanksgi vmf
ﬁﬂed with food, love, and the support of a caring church fami yf S

Sugge.sted Food Box Item '
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Gravy (Can/Jar/Packets)
Cranberry Sauce

2 Cans Corn

2 Cans Green Beans/Peas
2 Ib Dry Rice

GREEN
_BEANS

Pancake Mix 32 oz
Syrup 24 oz

2 Boxes Mac & Cheese
Juice 64 0z .
Tea Bags/Coffee/Hot Chocolate |
2 Bags Instant Potatoes
Tortillas (corn or flour)
Candy (sealed, store bought) -
Cake Mix
Frosting




As the days and nights get cooler,
so does the church.

Please remember that inside your
donation envelope box, you will find
a pink envelope specifically earmarked

for FUEL.

This will help us all remain cozy
inside the sanctuary. Thank you.

qEAﬂnual Wrting of W yw

For Our Melville Fire Department’s First Responders

In recognition of National First Responders Day, October 28, the Mission
Team is asking our congregation to join us in honoring and thanking
our local volunteer First Responders of the Melville Fire Department.

Cards will be left in the back of the sanctuary for you to sign, or you can
create one yourself. Pastor Pond will deliver them to the monthly meeting
he attends at the Fire House.

ia Please have all cards at church by

October 16.

You may find some of these quotes and statements helpful in creating
your own message:

~  “How important it is for us to recognize and celebrate

our heroes and she-roes!” — Maya Angelou

“When a man becomes a fireman his greatest act of bravery .
has been accomplished. What he does after that is all in the line {
of work.” — Edward F. Croker R

“Firefighting—one of the few professions left that still
makes house calls.”

Also ideas from this very helpful website: V iy
https://thebrandboy.com/thank-you-messages-for-fire-fighters/
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after worship and during
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¢ TICKETS AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE, AFTER WORSHIP, OR DURING SENIORS GROUP MEETINGS.
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Let’s
Make a

Spaaktacular

’* ¥ HAPPEN : & Youre !n_vited ¥
b, G4\ — to Participate!

Join us for our Trunk or Treat and
connect with local families in a fun,
positive and meaningful way!

& O ial

e Bring a Bring candy Sh"l;'“?se
’ : decorated car  to share with o}:'O:rrga:?zl:fisosn
e -' < (or truck!) local children and be part of
Lo S our community!
v '\ s
A ——
rd ~
No fees. No registration required. Just show up, bring your decorated vehicle,
candy, and your community spirit!
Togeth®’
This is a wonderful opportunity to meet local families, M“ke a
build community relationships, and share what your ¢ -Er'{éer
business or organization has to offer in a relaxed and Str munitijl-
family-friendly environment. Com

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TRUNK OR TREAT

OF SWEET HOLLOW FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16TH
STARTINGAT5PM. ¥

95 OLD COUNTRY ROAD b : :
MELVILLE, NEW YORK Families W Neighbors ¥ Community

Questions? Contact us at peshtrunkortreat@gmail.com ¥ We'd love to have you join us!
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\  Help make our Christmas Tea
% and Basket Raffle a success by

How to Participate: All Baskets
Create a Basket!

|
Choose a theme, have fun, and be creative! A[‘E_ Welcome.
Some ideas include: gift cards, movie night, Big or small...
coffee lover, baking, spa day, games, local h:::memad.e or store-‘F:Dng}lt...
favorites, holiday themes... the possibilities creative or classic...
are endless! every basket helps!

Sign Up!
Please add your name and basket theme

to the sign-up sheet located at the back Deadline for
of the sanctuary.

Basket Donations:
Return Your Basket October 31

Bring your completed basket to the church
by Saturday, October 31.
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Weathermg the Storm- "
% A Message of Gratitude and Reassumnce X )
;‘ %'«‘%«
T he recent storms brought an unexpected visitor

to the grounds of the Presbyterian Church of

Sweet Hollow—two fallen trees that left quite a mess y :
in their wake! While the damage to our beautiful B ‘f
grounds is certainly concerning, we are grateful
that the incident has provided an opportunity to
reflect on what matters most: the safety of our
congregation, the strength of our community,
and the blessings we continue to share.

As these photographs show, the fallen trees left
branches and debris across portions of our property,
including near the church buildings. Cleanup and
assessment will take time, but we are thankful for
the care and attention being given to the situation.

In the midst of the inconvenience and uncertainty,
we are reminded that our church is so much more
than its buildings and grounds. It is the people who
gather here, the friendships we nurture, the faith
we share, and the love we extend to our neighbors.
Those things remain firmly rooted, even when

the storms come.

Thank you to everyone who has reached out with
concern, offered assistance, and kept our church
family in your prayers. We will continue to share
updates as more information becomes available.

For now, let us give thanks for the another, for our
continued blessings, and for the enduring spirit of
' our church community. The trees may have fallen,
 but our roots run deep!

With gratitude and faith,
_ Property and Ground Committee
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October is here, bringing autumn leaves, pumpkm smiles, * ﬂ i
and a little Halloween magic!
Let’s celebrate the special people and unusual holidays N J " '{
that make this month memorahte ! ﬁ ‘”

1 €0 Ocobe ol & Sy Dy

2nd Sunday: Clergy Appreciation Day
Fire Pup Day

Custodial Worker’s Recognition Day
Boyfriend Day

Golf Lover's Day

Do Something Nice Day

Orange Wine Day

Inner Beauty Day

Hero Day

Moldy Cheese Day

Alexandria D’Angelo
Kristen Munger (Sommermeyer) ¢f!
Sukey (Susan) Walter 2
Anthony D’Angelo
Juliann Pond

Zariah Howard
Melissa D’Angelo

el

W00 S SN U R B e e

; Nl : Walk to a Park Day
Brittney Moder R4 %..}‘{ Coming Out Day
: . % - % 1 A 4 A

Farmers Day

Navy Birthday

Dessert Day — Yum!

Pregnancy & Infant Loss Remembrance Day
Sports Day

Black Poetry Day

9  LeRoy & Niaja Mowatt Ve fg’ BE%rd gay ; -
, + Center Awareness Day
10 Otto & Carol Kiel Your Confidence Day

10  Justin & Hillary Zucker Sar Ve Back to the Future Day

ok Make a Dog’s Day
Horror Movie Day
Food Day
Merri Music Day
Pumpkin Day
Civics Day
First Responders Day
Cat Day
Candy Corn Day
Girl Scout Founder’s Day
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> Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow ']

(631) 367-9249
www.sweethollowpresby.org
=3 P <L
Rev. Wade Pond, Pastor
Jason Black, Director of Music Ministries
Lori Kevelos, Church Administrator
Jill Conroy, Treasurer -
Beatrice Reiser, Clerk of Session 3 .-
Elders: - N
Niaja Mowatt ® ";-~: *
Maureen Sansone . 'ﬂ |

; . ]oan Sommenneyer ‘(‘“

The session meets monthly, typically on the 4 S _
third Monday of each month at 8 PM. WWW‘SWEEthOHGWPI’ESb}’-UF e \ __
Most meetings occur via Zoom. B Facebook/YouTube/Instagram e’

In person meetings occur https://www.facebook.com/
February/May/September/November. sweethollowpresby

i https://youtube.com/
The next meeting is Virtual OCT 19. f @presbyterianchurchofsweet1401

' * Any member of the church is welcome to attend. _ ¢ https://www.instagram.com/ LW '
Ask Pastor Wade for details. . presbysweethollow o -

please call the ofﬁce at (631)367-9249 or
e-mail the office: pcshsecretary@hotmail.com or
W e-mail Pastor Wade: revwadepond@outlook.com.





