
Pocklington 
Green Corridors
Survey Pack

Objective
The Pocklington Green Corridors project aims to improve the 
biodiversity both in and around Pocklington.

Before we can do that, we need to know what is here already.
That’s where you come in!

Bird Surveying
Birds are a great indicator of ecosystem health, the more birds there 
are the healthier our local environment is.

Bird surveys are best conducted early in the morning (close to first 
light) as they are most active around this time.

Surveys should only be performed on dry, clear days as this will ensure 
you see more birds when you are out surveying.

You can also record any mammals you see on these surveys too!

When you conduct your survey you will need:

Dull coloured clothing (and possibly sturdy shoes)
Binoculars
Field Recording Sheets (and preferably a clipboard)
Your route map(s)
A pen 
A way of telling the time

Submit photos of your recording sheets to:
pockgreencorridors@gmail.com



Help with species identification

You can record species you both SEE and HEAR!

Summer surveys are best done in May – Aug
Winter surveys are best done in Nov – Feb

Record species using their letter codes.
• You may want to learn common species before starting your survey

(see table below + final page for even more)

Identifying birds by their songs or calls can be difficult.
BUT there are a number of online resources to help you learn!

Common species codes

B Blackbird LT Long-tailed Tit

BC Blackcap MG Magpie 

BT Blue Tit MA Mallard

BZ Buzzard M Mistle Thrush

CG Canada Goose MS Mute Swan

C Carrion Crow R Robin

CH Chaffinch ST Song Thrush

GO Goldfinch SH Sparrowhawk

GT Great Tit SG Starling

GR Greenfinch SL Swallow

HM House Martin WP Woodpigeon

HS House Sparrow WR Wren

JD Jackdaw

Game name:
“400+ top Birdsongs”www.memrise.com

www.xeno-canto.com
To limit species search to UK:

blue tit cnt:"=United Kingdom"

Memory based games

Search based website



How to record species

A route map is provided for each survey. These are marked off 
in sections of ~200m (or transects). The forms have boxes 
for each transect for you to fill in as you walk along.

Estimate how far birds are from you in the distance bands of the transect boxes.

Begin recording at the bottom and work up each transect box.

If your route is not continuous and you need to pause the survey and walk to a new 
location (e.g. the South corridor) always start in a new transect box.

Only record birds you see in front of you and don’t add any more if you retrace your 
steps after ending the survey.
• This way individual birds are not recorded twice.

Mark species you see flying overhead with an arrow next to their letter codes.
• This does not include birds flying from tree to tree, only those overhead.
• This can be done in any distance band to save space.
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North Corridor Survey

Walk up Denison Road and start the survey at the path on the right side of 
the road before you reach the green (marked        ).

Follow the path up Chapel Hill and through Pocklington woods and end the 
survey once you reach Pocklington beck (marked        ).

Transect sections are marked by solid black lines and numbered (one per 
recording box).
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East Corridor Survey

Start the survey at The Balk entrance to Primrose woods (marked        ).

Exit the woods and walk alongside the field near the new development 
before joining Burnby Lane.

Take caution when walking along Burnby road as there are no pedestrian 
paths here.

End the survey once you reach the end of Owl Wood on your left at 
Cocoa beck (marked        ).

Transect sections are marked by solid black lines and numbered (one per 
recording box).
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South Corridor Survey

Start at the junction of West Green & Cemetery lane (marked        ).

When you reach Amos Drive, pause the survey and walk to the corner of 
the field at the end of Robb Street (marked ❷).

Follow the path keeping Pocklington beck on your right, until you reach 
the sheep field (marked        ).

Transect sections are marked by solid black lines and numbered (one per 
recording box).
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Surveyor Name

Date /        /    Start time       (24 hr) :

Which corridor? End time         (24 hr) :

Weather codes 1 = low
2 = medium
3 = high

Pocklington Green Corridors
RECORDING SHEET

( 1, 2 or 3 )

Cloud Rain Wind Visibility

Distance categories

1. 0 – 25m from the walking path (centre line)
2. 25 – 100m from the walking path
3. +100m from the walking path

F.       Birds flying overhead only
record on sheets with arrow,  e.g. WP

Recording tips

• Record adult birds only

• You can also record any mammals you see in 
the box below each transect box

• To save space you can record birds flying 
overhead in any distance band
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Please send photos of your completed sheets to pockgreencorridors@gmail.com


