’ g tea Ty o8
TR "8
ey %Y](Il‘(/ll(’[(' o Ve S5
andret < y 2 el R

Discovcring Faith Series
chkly Shccts

In our mutual faith journey we will inevitably deal with
times of doubt and uncertainty. These group discussions
sheets explore the scriptures that remind us of how Jesus
met the disciples in their times of doubt after the
resurrection. In weekly groups you will have an
opportunity to be encouraged by others 1n your times of
uncertainly. This series 1s intended to accompany the
spring sermon series 2022. Videos of these sermons can
be found on the church website:
www.haverhillumc.org



Discovcring Faith Ng
chk i

\

Gathcring Questions
I]C you could ask God any ques‘cionj what would you ask?

ch Verse:

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have be]icved; blessed are

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” ——Jo/m 20:29

5cripturc Kcacling——\)o[‘m 20:19-31
On the evening of that first c{ag of the week, when the disciples were together, with the
doors locked for fear of the chish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Feacc be with 3oul” 20 A)thr he said this, he showed them his hands and side.
The c{isciplcs were overjoged when thcy saw the | ord. 21 Again Jcsus said, “Peace
be with you! As the [Tather has sent me, | am sending you.” 22 And with that he
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Ho]g Spirit. 2% |f you Forgive anyone’s sins,
their sins are Forgiven; hcgou do not Forgive thcm, they are not Forgivcn.”
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didgmus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disci-
P]es when Jcsus came. 25 So the other cjisciples told him, “We have secen the | ord?
PBut he said to them, “Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put my Finger where
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will not believe.” 26 A week later his dis-
ciP]es were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were
locked, Jcsus came and stood among them and said, “Feace be with goul” 27 Then he
said to Thomas, “Fut 3our{jinger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it
into my side. Stop cloubting and believe.” 28 T homas said to him, “Mg | ord and my
(GodP” 29 T hen Jesus told him, “Byecause you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Jesus Pcrpormed many
other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 Put
these are written that you may believe that Jcsus is the Messiah, the Son of (God, and
that }33 Bclicving you may have life in his name.

GrouP Discussion
i. What convinced the C]isciplcs that Jesus was alive?
2. The discip]es had locked the doors because of fear. [ow does fear keep us from
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belief?

Where might someone look for evidence of (God, orJesus?

[Have you ever exPerienced a time of uncertainlg n 3our1caith?

What has helped you deal with doubts in your life?

What evidence would you want to see to provide proof that (od is real?

™o A

The pastor talked about a time when the church became the visible presence of
Jesus when his Fami]y strugglec{ with faith. [Jas there been a time when Jesus has
shown up n your life in unexPected ways, or throug}‘; other PcoPle?

8. What does the keg verse say about faith and doubt?

Fray
e [Tow might the group pray Forgou this week?
« Who else might need to be part of this group that you could pray about inviting?
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Gathcring Questions
Do you have a favorite scripture (ex: Fsalm 2%, Jo!‘m 3.161), or Bible
character (Marg, David, Moses)? Share what you like about it.

Kcy Verse:
[ hese are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
(G0d, and that Z)ﬂ [76//’@\//’/7g you may have lite in his name. — Jo/m 20:30

5cripturc Kcading—— | uke 24: 13-35
13 Now that same clay two of them were going to a vi”agc called [~ mmaus, about seven
miles from Jcrusalem. 14 T}ney were ta”dng with each other about cvcrgthing that had
haPPcncd. 15 As thcy talked and discussed these tlﬁings with each other, Jesus him-
self came up and walked along with them; 16 but theg were kePt from recognizing him.
17 [He asked them, “\What are you c]iscussing together as you walk along?” Theg
stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are
you the on]g one visiting Jerusa]cm who does not know the things that have happencd
there in these &ags’?” P9 “W}ﬁat things’?” he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” t}‘ncg
repliec]. “Ie was a Prophet, PowerFul in word and deed before (God and all the pco-
Ple. 20 | he chief Priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and
thcg crucified him; 21 but we had hopecl that he was the one who was going to redeem
|srael. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took Place. 22 |n addition, some
of our women amazed us. Theg went to the tomb earlg this morning 2% but didr’t find
his Bodg. Theg came and told us that thcg had seen a vision of angc]s, who said he was
alive. 24 | hen some of our comPanions went to the tomb and found itjust as the wom-
en had said, but they did not see Jcsus.” 25 e said to them, “}Jow foolish you are,
and how slow to believe all that the Prophets have spokenl 26 Did not the Mcssia!ﬂ
have to suffer these things and then enter his glorg?” 27 And begirming with Mo-
ses and all the Frophets, he cxplaincd to them what was said in all the ScriPturcs con-
cerning himself. 28 As theg aPProached the vi”age to which theg were going, Jesus
continued on as if he were going farther. 29 PBut t}‘sey urged him stronglg, “Stag with

us, foritis nearlg evening; the dag is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
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30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and be-
gan to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were oPened and theg recognized him, and
he disaPPeared from their sight‘ 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts
buming within us while he talked with us on the road and oPenecl the Scriptures to
us?’ 33 The ot up and returned at once to Jerusa!em. There they found the
ygotup Y
E_leven and those with them, assembled together %4 and saying, “|tis true! | he
Lord has risen and has aPPeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had hap~
Penec{ on the way, and how Jesus was recognized }33 them when he broke the bread.
GrouP Discussion: (Consiclcr the qucstions in each of the three main sections)

1) Jesus fulfills Prophecq

~ Whg do you think itis imPor’cant that signi{:icant parts of Jesus' life are foretold }33
the Propl’xcts hundreds oFgears before his arrival?

Read |saiah 53 as a group

~-How does this passage compare with your unc[erstanding of Jesus?

-Do any parts of ]saiah 5% surPrise you or cha”enge your image oFJesus’?

2) Jesus opens their understanding of scripture

- What has been your cxPcricnce n rcading the Bible?

~ Have there been times when you felt that a Particular section rea”g aPPlicd to your
life?

- Nickg Gumble talked about scripture as sPiritual food. [How might someone devel-
op a hungermcor reading the Bible?

5) The disciples recognize Jcsus in the breaking of the bread.

~ What foods do you associate with sPecial gatherings with 3our1cami|3 orfriends?
~-How is communion a connection with _Jesus?
- Have you encountered Jesus in communion?
-Do you think it is imPor’cant for believers to sPcnd time eating togethcr?
What do you think the keg verse is saying about faith and doubt?

Fray
o How might the group pray foryou this week?
o Who else might need to be part of this group that you could pray about inviting 7
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Gathering Questions
W}‘so is one person who has been a big influence in goumcait}'n life?

Keg Verse ~ Romans 8:26-27
The SPirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray For, but the Spin
it himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. Ancl he who searches our hearts knows the mind

of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for (God's people in accordance with the will of (God.
ScriPture Readingmjohn 20:11~18

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into
the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ boclg had been, one at
the head and the other at the foot. 13 T hey asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
“T}‘:eg have taken my Lorc{ away,” she sai&, “and ] dorn’t know where t}ﬁey have put
him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not real-
ize that it was Jesus. 15 [Te asked her, “‘\Noman, why are you crying? Who is it you are
looking for?” T hinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have put him, and | will get him” 16 Jesus said to her, “Marg.” She
turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni” (which means < | eacher).

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet ascended to the [Tather. Go
instead to my brothers and tell them, | am ascending to my [Tather and your [Father, to
my (5od and your (God>” 18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: 9]
have secen the | ord!” And she told them that he had said these thiﬂgs to her.

Group Discussion:

1) What do you imagine would be your reaction to seeing the angels in the tomb?

2) [Have you ever experienced (God’s presence during a time of grief?

%) Whg do you think that Marg was not able to recognize Jesus’?
4) Why do you think Jesus told Mary not to hold on to him?

5) |f you have shared your experience of discovering faith with someone, what was the

reaction?

6) Jesus sent Marg to share the good news with the disciples, who migl')t Jesus be
asking you to share the good news with?

7) What might the keg verse encourage you in 9ourmcaith?

Continued on back



8) How might the group support each otherin sharing the good news?

Fray
o How might the group pray Forgou this week?
. Who else migl‘nt need to be Par’c of this group that you could pray about inviting ?
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Gathcring Questions
W}‘sat do you think is a great meal to share with friends?

ch Verse ~ 1 (orinthians 2:4
Mg message and my Preaching were not with wise and Persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom,
but on Goc]’s power.

Scripture Reading — John 21:1-14
Apterwarcl Jesus aPPearC& again to his disciples, bg the Seaof (alilee. Jt haPPcncc{
this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from (Canain
Ga]ilcc, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciplcs were togetlﬁcr. 3 “Pm going out
to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and theg said, “\Ne’” go with you.” So theg went out
and gotinto the boat, but that night theg caught nothing. 4 Ear]g in the morning, Jesus
stood on the shorc, but the clisciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out
to thcm, “f:ricnds, haven’t you any fish? “No,” theg answered. é f“]c said, “Throw
your net on the rigl’)t side of the boat and you will find some.” When theg did, they were
unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 7 T hen the disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, “|tis the | ord” As soon as Simon FPeter heard him say, «|¢
is the Lorcl,” he wraPPe& his outer garment around him (for he had taken it oFF) and
jumpcd into the water. 8 The other disciplcs followed in the boa‘cJ towing the net full of
Fish, for t!ﬁeg were not far from S!’)OY‘C, about a hundred garcls. 9 When tlﬂcg ]anded,
theg saw a fire of buming coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 10 _Jesus said to
them, “Bring some of the fish you havejust caught.” i1 So Simon Peter climbed back
into the boat and dragged the net ashore. |t was full of large Fish, 153, but even with so
many the net was not torn. 12 Jcsus said to thcm, “Come and have breakfast.” None
of the disciplcs dared ask him, “Who are you?” Theg knew it was the | ord. 13 Jesus
came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 T his was

now the third time Jesus aPPearcd to his discip‘es after he was raised from the dead.

GrouP Discussion:
i) ]F you had to goa hundred gards across a ]ake, would you do it? Wl’)g?
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2) Whg did Feterjump overboard to swim to shore?

3) Wl‘ny do you think that this meal was sigﬂhcicant cnough to be written about?
%) Wl‘nat kinds of miracles do PCOP]C ask for?

5) Have you ever asked God for a miracle? What happened’?

6) [How does the 1«39 verse demonstrate that miracles can aid in our faith?

Fray
e [How might the group pray Forgou this week?
. Who else migl‘nt need to be Par’c of this group that you could pray about inviting ?
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Gathering Questions
Wi‘sat has been the best and worst Part Oicgour week?

Keg Verse -~ i John 4:17-19
T his is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the ciag
Oicjudgment: I this world we are like Jesus. T here is no fearin love. Put Pencect love
drives out fear, because fear has to do with Punisiﬁment. T he one who fears is not made

PerFect in love. We love because he first loved us.

ScrEPture Readingmjohn 21:15-19

Wi‘:en t]ﬁey had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Feter, “Simon son oFJoiwn, do
you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “3ou know that ] love 3ou.” Jesus
said, “["eed my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “«Simon son oFJohn, do you love me?”
He answerec[J “Yes, Lord, you know that l love gou.” Jesus saiciJ “Take care of my
sheep.” 17 Ti‘se third time he said to him, “Simon son omCJohn, do you love me?” Peter
was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “PDo you love me?” He saici, “Lor&,
you know all ti‘nings; you know that ] love 3ou.” Jesus saici, “Feed my sheep. 18 \/erg
trulg l tell you, when you were younger you dressed 3ourseliC and went where you want-~
ed; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress

you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind
of death 53 which Feter would gloriicg (Hod. Then he said to i‘iim, “Follow me!”

Group Discussion:
i) Wi’ig do you think Jesus asks Feter about love? Whg does he ask three time?
2) Have you ever had to worked through a cieeP disagreement with a friend?
3) What is the hardest part about reconciling with friends?
4) What do you think it means that Jesus tells Feter to feed his si'ieep?
5) Wi’ig does Jesus tell Feter to “Fo”ow him?” |s Jesus going some P]ace oris he call-
ing Feter to a ]iicestgle?
6) IFJCSUS were to ask you iicyou love him more than anyone eise, what would you sag?

7) How does the keg verse relate to the passage you have read?

Continued on back



Fray
. How might the group pray Forgou this week?
. Who else migl‘nt need to be Par’c of this group that you could pray about inviting ?
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Gathcring Questions
Who has had the most influence in 3ourFaith life?

ch Verse ~ John 14:26
The Advocate, the Holg SPirit, whom the ["ather will send in my name, will teach you
all things and will remind you of evergthing | have said to you.

5cripturc Kcacling——Acts 1:1-11
In my former book) Theophilus, l wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to
teach 2 until the c}ay he was taken up to heavcn, alctcrgiving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostlcs he had chosen. 3 After his sugcring, he Presentec{ himself
to them and gave many Convincing Proomcs that he was alive. f’“]c aPPearcc{ to them over
a Period of Fortg c!ays and spoke about the kingdom of (God. 4 On one occasion, while
he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but
wait for the ghct my Father Promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 [Tor
John baPtized with water, butin afew clays you will be baptizcd with the f"loly Spirit”
Thcn thcy gathcred around him and asked him, “| ord, are you at this time going to re-
store the kingdom to lsrael?” 7 [Te said to them: “|t is not Forgou to know the times or
dates the [Tather has set by his own authorit}j. 8 Put you will receive power when the
Holg Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said this, he was taken
up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. Ke] T!’]eg were looking
ir\tcntly up into the skg as he was going, when suddenlg two men dressed in white stood
beside them. 11 “Men of (Galilee,” theg said, “whg do you stand here looking into the
skg? T his same Jcsus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the

same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

Group Discussion:
1) Jesus gave them convincing ProoFs that he was alive, what mig}'nt convince you?
2) Whg does Jesus make the disciplcs wait to receive the ghct of the Holg SPrit?
3) How might the SPrit hclP you be a witness?

4) ]fjerusalcm rePresents the discip]es hometown, Judea represcnts ncarby towns,
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Samaria rePresents Peop]e who have a different culture, and the E_nds of the
E_arth rePresent People who are far away, who do you think Jesus mig}'st be send-
ing you to share your witness?

5) What might be motivating the disciples to ask about the time when the Kingdom
will come, or to stand around staring at the skg? Whg doesnt Jesus give them
date, time, or P!ace forthe completion of the kingc{om?

6) Wl‘nat are theg suPPosed to do instead?

7) f‘]ow does the keg verse relate to the passage you have read?

Fray
e [Tow might the group pray Forgou this week?
« Who else might need to be part of this group that you could pray about inviting 7
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