Missional | ife Groups

Overview

Vital congregations clcvclop Prac’cices that nurture faith and
connect to their communities with the blessings of

(God. T hese Practiccs are grounclccl " scriPturC and re-
flected in our Wcslegan heritage. The Practices of mission-
al life groups foster authentic sPiritual growth and trans-
formative community engagement. The clgnamics of a mis-
sional group help shift the groups focus from Personal inter-
ests toward consi&ering what (God is doing in and through
the group and where (God is lcading. Through this studg
the group will explorc six essential kegs that God uses to

un!ock thc power oF the church to reach t%e communitg.



Missional Activitg
[Have the group go to sochlacc in the communitg in groups of
4 or 5, such as at a Starbucks, McDonaHs, Walmart...
Or, in teams of two, ask three community PcoPlc the {:o”owing
qucstions:
1) Whatdo you like most about this community?
2) What cha”cngcs are you {:acing?
3) How miglﬁt the church hclP?

Questions for Disciplcs]ﬂip

. How is Go& at work in your life?

o What )og’s or (_oncerns would you like for us to pray with
you about this week?

o Whatdo you feel that you must do this week to be faithful to
God’s call in your life this week?

T his week | will ....

| will pray this week for the lco”owing concerns:

Missional | ife GrouP
Week 1: Missional

Gathcring

Sing “Here | Am, | _ord” - Hgmn #59%

E_xplanation of Mutual Jnvitation

Scripturc Rcac]ing (Reaé and Consider} Luke 15:11-35

Jesus continued: “Thcre was a man who had two sons. ]ZT}‘IC
younger one said to his Fathen ‘Fat]ﬁer, give me my share of the es-
tate.” So he divided his property between them. " “Not ]ong after
that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant
country and there squandered his wealth in wild ]iving. ]+A1Cter he had
spent evergthing, there was a severe famine in that whole country,
and he began to be in need. ]550 he went and hired himself out to a
citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed Pigs. re He
longed to fill his stomach with the Pods that the Pigs were eating, but
no one gave him angthing. W“\/\/hen he came to his senses, he said,
‘How many of my father's hired servants have food to spare, and
here ] am starving to death! ¢ ] will set out and go back to my father
and say to him: ["ather, | have sinned against heaven and against you.
‘9] am no 1onger wor’chg to be called your son; make me like one of
your hired servants.’ *° So he gotup and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled



with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him
and kissed him.

2! “Tt\e son said to tﬁim, ‘Fattler, | have sinned against heaven and
against you. ] amno Iongcr worttwg to be called your son.’

2 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quickl Bring the best robe
and put it on him. Fut a ring on his tinger and sandals on his feet.

2 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. | et’s have a feast and cele-
brate. " "or this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found. 50 theg bcgan to celebrate.

2 “Meanwtnilc, the older son was in the field. then he came near
the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the
servants and asked him what was going on. 27 Your brother has
come,’ he rePliec}) ‘and 3ourtattxcr has killed the fattened calf be-
cause he has him back safe and sound”

28 “T he older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his
father went out and Pleadec{ with him. *’ But he answered his father,
1 ook! A” these years Jve been s]aving for you and never diso-
begcd your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so |
could celebrate with my friends. >° PBut when this son of yours who
has squanderec{ your property with Prostitutes comes tnomc, you kill
the fattened calf for himp ' “‘Mg son, the father said, ‘you are al-
ways with me, and evergttﬁng | have is yours. 2 PBut we had to cele~
brate and be g]ad, because this brother otgours was dead and is

alive again; he was lost and is found.”

(moment of silence after the rcading):

Questions

i) Wtiat worc}) Phrasc, or image seems to catch your attention?

2) What migtut this Parable tell us about the nature of (God?

3) How do the brothers differ? \Who migtnt ttneg represent?

4) Who do you most ictcntitg with in this story? Whg?

5) Whg do you think Jcsus told this story?

6) What might the older brother have done ctitterentlg that
would have been more Pleasing to the Fattxer?

7) FHow migtwt the church toclay, actin keepir&g with the actions
and intentions of the [Tatherin this Parable?




Kelationship Chart
Ona Iargc board with your group list out the various groups of

Pcoplc that your group feels that God wants for you to care
for. Are there any overlapping groups? [ow might the grou
Y pping group & group

dcvclop closer rclationships with these Pcrsons?

Questions for DisciPlcshiP

e Howis (Godat work in your life?

o What Jog’s or (_oncerns would you like for us to pray with
you about this week?

o Whatdo you feel that you must do this week to be faithful to
(od’s callin your life this week?

This week | will ....

| will pray this week for the Fo”owimg concerns:

Missional | ife GrouP
Week 2. Rclationships

Gathcring

Sing “Here | Am, | _ord” - Hgmn #59%

E_xplanation of Mutual Jnvitation

Scripturc Rcac]ing (Read and (Consider) 1 John 4:7-12

7Dearlcrienc{s, let us love one another, forlove comes from

(God. E_vexyone who loves has been born of (God and
knows (God. ® Whoever does not love does not know (God,
because (God is love. 9Tl~|is is how (God showed his love
among us: e sent his one and onl9 Soninto the world
that we might live through him. ]OThis is love: not that we
loved (God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins. " Dear friends, since (God so
loved us, we also ougEt to love one another. '* No one has
ever seen (30d; but if we love one another, (God lives in us

and his love is made comPlete In us.

(moment of silence after each rcacling):



Questions

i) What worc}) Phrasc, or image seems to catch your attention?

2) \What has (Hod done to demonstrate [is love for us?

5) How can we know if God lives in us?

4) FHow have you expcrienced the love of (God in your life? n
the Passage?

5) What are the different types of relationships that (God has
put into your life? (Family, teams, clubs...)

6) Whg is love so imPortant for Peoplc to exPerience?

7) Who has helped you to experience (sod’s love?

8) fﬂow do you know the right ways to EXpress love of Goc} to

another Person?

9)\/\/}10 are the People that God has Placed in your life that

you care about?

i O> Are there People that you feel God wants you to show
His love to?

i1) Fow mig}‘rt you show (God'’s love to another person this

week’?

i Z) Are there People that you feel Goc{ would want for our

group to show love to”?




]ncarnational F]anning Activitg
ComPlctc the {:o”owing lists:

Things | do all the time Groups that do this Where

Things ] would like to do if | had the time

Questions for Disciplcs]ﬂip
e [owis (God at work in your life?

. This week ] will pray about the Fo”owing Joy’s or Concems.

o Whatdo you feel that you must do this week to be faithful to
(od’s callin your life this week?

T his week | will ....

Missional | ife GrouP
Week T hree: T he |ncarnational ch

Gathcring

Sing “Here | Am, | _ord” - Hgmn #59%

Scripturc Rcac]ing (Read and (Consider) | uke 10:1-11

After this the | ord aPPointe& seventy-two others and sent
them two !39 two ahead of him to every town and Place
where he was about to 0. z Hc told them) “The harvest is
Plentigul, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the har-
vest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.

’ (1o!'] am sending you out like lambs among wolves. ArDo
not take a purse or bag or sanclals; and do not greet anyone
on the road.

’ “When you enter a housc, first say, ‘Feace to this house.’

¢ [f someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will
rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 75’cag there, eating
and drinking whatever theg give you, for the worker de-
serves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.

y “When you enter a town and are welcomecl, cat what is of-

fered to you. ? Heal the sick who are there and tell them,



‘Thc king&om of God has come near to you. ]oBut when

you enter a town and are not welcomed) go into its streets
and say, H ‘Evcn the dust oxcgour town we wipc from our
feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: | he king~
dom of Goc! has come near.’

(moment of silence after rcading):

Questions

1) What word, Phrase, or image catches your attention?

\/\/hg is this signhcicant to you™?

2) What were the clisciples instructed to take with them to ac-
complish their mission? Whg?

3) What do you think it means to find a “Person who promotes

Pcace” and for one’s peace to rest on them?

4) What c{ietarg guic!clines did Jesus give them? What is the

weirdest food gou’ve been offered to eat?

5) What groups, clubs, or teams have you been Part of in your

life? Are you currentlg in one?

6) W}wo are the Pcople that you are interested in connecting

with orjoining in with? [Jow does someonejoin that group?

7) What lessons can we gain from the text about how Jcsus

would ask us to “oin in” with those in our mission field?

8) What migl‘lt “hcaling” look like in that context?

9) What might it mean for the king&om of (God to come nearto
the People in that group?




i 2) Are there People that you feel God would want for our

grouP to show love to”?

\/italitg Brainstorming
Ona Iargc board with your group list the ways that (God has
cquiPPcc] you to be a life giver to others? (Consider also who
(God might have you care for. Are there any ways that this
group might consider co”aborating to bring | ife to others?

Questions for DisciPlcshiP

e owis (God at work in your life?

o What Jog’s or (_oncerns would you like for us to pray with
you about this week?

o« What do you feel that you must do this week to be faithful to
(od’s callin your life this week?

T his week | will ....

| will pray this week for the Fo”owing concerns:

Missional | ife GrouP
Week 4 ch of \/itality

Gathcring Song “Here | Am, | ord” Hgmn #59%
E_xplanation of Mutual |nvitation

Scripturc Rcading (Read and Consider) | uke 10:25-37

*? On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.
“T eacher,” he asked, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

26 “Wl‘xat is written in the | aw?” he replicd. “Iow do you read it?”
7 f"le answered) “‘Love the Lor& your Go& with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strcngth and with all your mind’;
and, ‘Love your neigH)or as 3ourselp.”’ z8 “You have answered cor-
rectly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live 7 But he wanted
tojustiFg himself, so he asked Jesus, « And who is my neighbor’?”
I replg Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusa]em to
Jericho, when he was attacked f:)g robbers. They striPPcc{ him of
his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.” A
Pries’t happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw
the man, he Passecl bg on the other side. 5250 too, a | evite, when
he came to the Place and saw him, Passed bﬂ on the other side.

7 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and
when he saw him, he took Pit9 on him.”* [1e went to him and band-
aged his wounds, Pouring on oil and wine. | hen he put the man on
his own c}onkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. ”Thc



next dag he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper.

| ook after him, he said, ‘and when | return, | will reimburse you for
any extra expense you may have. 56“\/\/!’1&}1 of these three do you
think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of rob-
bers?” 57The expert in the law rcplied, “The one who had mercy
on him.” Jesus told him, “(Go and do likewise.”

(moment of silence after each rcading):

Qucstions

i) What word) Phrasc, or imagc seems to catch your attention?

5) How had (God Preparecﬂ the Samaritan to be able to give?

6) What risks did the Samaritan take on }33 helping the man?

7) |s there a connection between loving (God and loving others?

2) What did the Samaritan do that showed (God’s love to the

stranger on the side of the road?

3) |n what ways are these actions “LEFC Giving’?”

4“) fﬂow did the Samaritan’s actions demonstrate that he loved

his ncighbor even as he loved himself?

8) [How have you expericnced the ] ife Giving” love of (God?

9) When have you had the chance to be alife giver to others?

i O> Are there Pcople that you feel Goc} wants you to show
His | ife Giving love to?

i) FHow might you do this?




T ransformational Activitg Missional Li{:c GrouP
(Go online and do some research on one of the issues that is WCC‘( 5:Thc Trans{:ormational KCH

Facing your community. Fraycrfu”g consider what actions you

Gathcring
Sing “Here | Am, | ord” - Hgmn #59%
Scripturc Rcac]ing (Read and (Consider) |saiah 58:1-9
“Shout it aloud, do not hold back.

Raise your voice like a trumpet.

and the church could do in response.

Questions for Disciplcship
o owis (God at work in your life?

o What Joy’s or (_oncerns would you like for us to pray with Dedlare to my People their rebellion

you about this week? and to the descendants oxCJacoB their sins.
e Whatdo you feel that you must do this week to be faithful to 2 [Por day after day they seck me out;

they seem eager to know my wa s,

GOCJ)S callin your life this week? as if tﬁcg were fnation that dgocsﬂwhat is right
and has not forsaken the commands of its God.

) ) Theg ask me gorjust decisions

Th’s WCC‘( l will .. and seem eager]cor Go& to come near them.

) ‘Whﬂ have we fasted, they say,

‘and you have not seen it?

Whg have we humbled ourselves,
and you have not noticed?
| will pray this week for the Fo”owimg concerns: “Yeton the day O]Cﬁour{:asjcmg’ yeu do as geu Please
and exploit all your workers.
4 Yourwcasting ends in quarre!img and strife,

and in striking each other with wicked fists.

You cannot fast as you do todag

and expect your voice to be heard on high.
5 |s this the kind of fast | have chosen,
onlg a c!ay for Pcople to humble themselves?



s it onlg for bowing one’s head like a reed
and for lging in sackcloth and ashes?
]s that what you call a lcast,
a d89 acccptab!e to the | ORD?
6 “|s not this the kind of Fas’cing | have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the cords of the 301«3)
to set the oppressed free
and break every 901«2’?
7 |s it not to share 3our1cood with the hungrg
and to Provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked) to clothe them,
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?
8 Then your ]ight will break forth like the dawn,
and your hea]ing will quick]g appear;
then your rig}‘steousncss will g0 before you,
and the glory of the LOKD will be your rearguard.
9 Then you will ca”, and the LOKD will answer;
you will cry for hclp, and he will say: [Here am ]

(moment of silence after rcading):

Questions

1) What word, Phrase, or image catches your attention? Whg?

2) \What are the kinds of activities does (;0d want his Pcople

to observe for their religious fast?

3) Why is r@craining from food an insufficient form of Fasting?

4) What benefits are Promiscd forthose who will Practice this?

5) f’jave you ever expcricncec{ irjustice or OPPrcssion in you

life? What could have been done to alleviate your struggle?

6) Where is injustice happening in our communitg/ world?

7) What needs to be done to address these issues? What can

we do as the church c!o to aclc}ress these Issues”?

8) (an you think of any scriptures or Bib!ical stories that
might express (God’s will for Peoplc in these kinds of situations?

9) What will you do in response to the scriPturC to&ag?




Revelational Activitg
(_onsider what message you think (God would want you to
share with the people in your mission field. T ake a few minutes
to outline what you might say. What creative way could you
share this with them ie with food, video, song, spray paint?

Qucstions for Disciplcslﬁip

. How is Go& at work in your life?

o What )og’s or (_oncerns would you like for us to pray with
you about this week?

o What do you feel that you must do this week to be faithful to
(od’s callin your life this week?

T his week | will ....

| will pray this week for the Fo”owing concerns:

Missional | ife GrouP
Week 6: T he Revelational Kcy

Gathcring
Sing “Here | Am, | _ord” - Hymn #59%

Scripturc Rcading (Keacl and Consider} Acts 17:16-%3%

While Faul was waiting for them in A‘cl‘ncns, he was greatlg distressed to
see that the city was full of idols. i750 he reasoned in the synagogue with
both Jews and God~1cearing Greeks) as well as in the marketplace dag bg
day with those who happene& to be there. “gAgrouP of Epicurcan and
Stoic Philosophers bcgan to debate with him. Some of them asked,
“What is this babbler trging to say?” Others remar!«zd, “f“]e seems to be
advocating Foreign goc]s.” Theg said this because Paul was Preaching the
good news about Jesus and the resurrection. mThcn theg took him and
brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where theg said to him, “Mag
we know what this new teaching is that you are Prescnting’? %0 You are
bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what
theg mean.” ' (All the Athenians and the Foreigners who lived there spent
their time doing nothing but ta]king about and listening to the latest ideas.)
2 Faul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Feop]e
of Athensl | see thatin every way you are very rc]igious. = Foras | walked

around ancl ]OO!(CC] CEH"CFU”H at 3OUF ObjéCtS OF WOI"Sl‘IiP, ] cven FOUﬂd an

altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are igno-



rant of the very thing you worship—«and this is what | am going to Proclaim
to you.

o “The (God who made the world and evcrgthing initis the | ord of
heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.

= And he is not served }33 human hands, as if he needed angthing. Ka-
ther, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else.

26 From one man he made all the nations, that theg should inhabit the
whole carth; and he marked out their aPPointed times in historg and the
boundaries of theirlands. %/ God did this so that thcg would seek him
and Pcrhaps reach out for him and find }‘n'm, though he is not far from any
one of us. ** T or in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of
your own poets have said, ‘We are his ogspring.’

2 “Thercmcore since we are (Jod’s ogspring, we should not think that the
divine being is like go]& or silver or stone—an image made 55 human de-
sign and skill. 7° ]n the past (God overlooked such ignorance, but now he
commands all People everywhere to repent. 7 f:or he has set a clag when
he wi”judge the world withjustice bg the man he has aPPointed. [Te has
given Proo1C of this to everyone By raising him from the dead.”

§2thn theg heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them
sneered, but others said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.”

7 At that, Faul left the Council. M\Some of the People became follow-
ers of Paul and believed. Among them was Diongsius, a member of the

Arcopagus, a]so awoman named Damaris, and a number O‘F OthCFS.

(moment of silence after each rcacling)

Questions:

I) What worcl, Phrase, or imagc catches your attention? Why?

Z) Wl‘nat were Faul’s main Points in his sPeech?

3) What sources does Paul use in his Presentation?

4) How do you think Paul’s words were received?

5) Whg is it difficult for Christians to talk about their faith?

6) f'jow do the People in your mission field relate to God?
What references and allusions to Goc{ do you think would best

connect with the People n your mission field?




Questions for Disciplcslﬁip
e [Howis (God at work in your life?

o What Jog’s or (_oncerns would you like for us to pray with

you about this week?

o Whatdo you feel that you must do this week to be faithful to

(God'’s call in your life this week?
T his week | will ...

] will pray this week for the Fo”owing concerns:

Missional | ife GrouP
Summary Session

Gathcring

Sing “Here | Am, | _ord” - Hgmn #59%

E_xplanation of Mutual Jnvitation

Scripturc Rcac]ing (Read and (Consider) | uke 10:1-11

After this the | ord aPPointe& seventy-two others and
sent them two 239 two ahead of him to every town and Place
where he was about to 0. z Hc told them) “The harvest is
Plentigul, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the har-
vest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.

’ (1o!'] am sending you out like lambs among wolves. ArDo
not take a purse or bag or san&als; and do not greet any-
one on the road.

’ “When you enter a housc, first say, ‘Feace to this house.’
¢ [f someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will
rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 75ta9 there, eating
and drinking whatever theg give you, for the worker de-

serves his wages. Do not move around from house to

hOUSC.



8 “\/\/hen you enter a town and are welcomecl, eat what is
offered to you. ? Heal the sick who are there and tell
tkcm, ‘The kingclom of God has come near to 9ou.’
]Obut when you enter a town and are not welcomed) go
into its streets and say, "I ven the dust ofgour town we
wiPe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of

this: | he kingc{om of (God has come near.

(moment of silence after the reading):

Questions:

What wor&J Phrase) or imagc seems to catch your attention?

Over the past several weeks we have identified several ‘«33

aspects of bcing missional. | ets consider each in turn:

1) What do you hear from this text that is Missional

2) What do you hear from this text that is R elational

3) What do you hear from this text that is |ncarnational

4) What do you hear from this text that is Vital

5) What do you hear from this text that is Transformational

6) What do you hear from this text that is Kcvclational

Summarg Activity
Which aspects of missional ministrg feels most comfortable to
you? Which one seems most cha”cnging? What do you feel
(God might be asking of you through this series.?

(_ontinued on back...
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