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The worsening war in Ukraine and rapidly rising fuel costs may put peoples’ climate ambition and acceptance of price increases to
the test.
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Climate change and energy are global issues all countries are dealing with. Canadians’ perceptions of our credibility on the international stage can only be
described as tepid, albeit improved compared to 2015, write Monica Gattinger and Nik Nanos. The Hill Times photograph by Sam Garcia
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A closer look at the numbers suggests the intensity of support has noticeably increased: from 25 to 34 per cent who agreed.
Regionally, Quebec has the highest and the Prairies the lowest level of agreement (75 per cent agreed/somewhat agreed compared
to 44 per cent). Ideology is also a key dividing line, with self-identified left-leaning voters much more likely to embrace meeting
targets even if energy prices increase (88 per cent agreed/somewhat agreed) compared to self-identified right leaning voters (38

per cent).

This might look like good news for those who want ambitious climate action, but support to meet long-term commitments in the
face of rising energy prices is tempered by a short-term tentativeness.

In this latest round of tracking, climate ambition remains strong, but for the first time in five waves of tracking public opinion
since 2020, it slid: from 64 per cent of Canadians saying last August that now is the best time to be ambitious in addressing climate
change even if there are costs to the economy to 54 per cent saying that now. Although the general trend has been upwards since we
first asked this question two years ago, it could be that people see things as being in a transitory state, still emerging from the
pandemic. Add the worsening war in Ukraine and rapidly rising fuel costs, and peoples’ climate ambition and acceptance of price

increases may be put to the test.

Governments will also be tested. Climate change and energy are global issues all countries are dealing with. Canadians’ perceptions
of our credibility on the international stage can only be described as tepid, albeit improved compared to 2015. Back then, at the tail
end of the Harper Conservative government, respondents were almost four times more likely to describe Canada’s international
credibility on climate policies as negative than as positive. The latest research shows the negativity has dropped to only 2.5 times
that of positive views—an improvement, but still pretty dismal. A paltry three per cent of respondents describe our international
credibility on climate policies as high while another 12 per cent as somewhat high. Factoring in the margin of error, these figures
haven’t budged since 2015. Fourteen per cent score Canada’s credibility as low and another 22 per cent as somewhat low, compared
to 46 and 18 per cent in 2015. The percentage of those saying our credibility is “average” is up from 21 per cent in 2015 to 45 per

cent today.

Interestingly, both right- and left-leaning voters give Canada similar international credibility scores (16 and 14 per cent
responding high/somewhat high, respectively). This suggests that even with the improvement, many Canadians think the country

is more laggard than leader on managing the intersection of environment and energy.
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Clearly, governments have work to do both at home and abroad. The good news is that Canadians remain committed to climate
action, albeit tempered by the current context. They are also open to energy prices increasing in order to meet the country’s climate
commitments. This creates some space for governments at the intersection of energy and climate policies. But in the face of today’s

rapidly rising energy prices, just how much leeway remains to be seen.

What’s more, if credibility on climate were a swimming pool, back in 2015 we were four feet underwater. In 2022 we are two feet

under water—better, but still drowning.

All of this speaks to the need for more integrated energy and climate policymaking, something that governments have struggled

with in Canada. Let’s hope they can get themselves above water.

Prof. Monica Gattinger leads the Positive Energy program at the University of Ottawa. Nik Nanos is the chief data scientist at Nanos Research

and chair of the Positive Energy Advisory Council.

The Hill Times

To read more great stories like this one and stay ahead of the political curve, subscribe to The Hill Times
(https://www.hilltimes.com/get-a-subscription).

RELATED STORIES

SEP 23, 2021

With slight seat gain, NDP has potential to hold ‘balance of power’ in new Parliament
(https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/09/23/with-slight-seat-gain-ndp-has-potential -to-hold-balance-of-power-in-
new-parliament/318962)

(https://wy

https://www.hilltimes.com/2022/03/23/canadians-increasingly-want-government-to-meet-climate-targets-even-if-it-means-higher-energy-prices-polls-suggest/351294 5/15


https://www.hilltimes.com/get-a-subscription
https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/09/23/with-slight-seat-gain-ndp-has-potential-to-hold-balance-of-power-in-new-parliament/318962
https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/09/23/with-slight-seat-gain-ndp-has-potential-to-hold-balance-of-power-in-new-parliament/318962
https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/09/09/this-just-in-this-election-really-matters/316068

3/24/22, 9:27 AM Canadians increasingly want government to meet climate targets, even if it means higher energy prices, polls suggest - The Hill Times

3 SEP 9, 2021
! : ‘ This just in: this election really matters (https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/09/09/this-just-in-this-election-really-
Eﬁ E matters/316068)

£+  MAR 31,2021
i We must fight the climate change beast with every clean energy tool we have

il (https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/03/31/we-must-fight-the-climate-change-beast-with-every-clean-energy-tool-
we-have/290895)

i JAN7,2021

% Canadians’ appetite for climate action growing, but beware of polarization

see (https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/01/07/canadians-appetite-for-climate-action-growing-but-beware-
¥ polarization/277460)

NOV 1, 2019

Dull campaign makes for ‘easy’ election call, says Léger, as most firms capture little shift in voting intentions
(https://www.hilltimes.com/2019/11/01/dull-campaign-made-for-easy-election-call-says-pollster-as-most-firms-
capture-little-shift-in-voting-intentions/222762)

Become a Political Insider

Sign up for Today's Headlines newsletter now

You are already subscribed! (V]

MORE IN NEWS (HTTPS://WWW.HILLTIMES.COM/NEWS/)

Canadian government faces
‘fraught’ situation with volunteers
joining Ukraine’s defence
(https://www.hilltimes.com/2022/
government-faces-fraught-

https://www.hilltimes.com/2022/03/23/canadians-increasingly-want-government-to-meet-climate-targets-even-if-it-means-higher-energy-prices-polls-suggest/351294 6/15


https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/09/09/this-just-in-this-election-really-matters/316068
https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/09/09/this-just-in-this-election-really-matters/316068
https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/03/31/we-must-fight-the-climate-change-beast-with-every-clean-energy-tool-we-have/290895
https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/03/31/we-must-fight-the-climate-change-beast-with-every-clean-energy-tool-we-have/290895
https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/01/07/canadians-appetite-for-climate-action-growing-but-beware-polarization/277460
https://www.hilltimes.com/2021/01/07/canadians-appetite-for-climate-action-growing-but-beware-polarization/277460
https://www.hilltimes.com/2019/11/01/dull-campaign-made-for-easy-election-call-says-pollster-as-most-firms-capture-little-shift-in-voting-intentions/222762
https://www.hilltimes.com/2019/11/01/dull-campaign-made-for-easy-election-call-says-pollster-as-most-firms-capture-little-shift-in-voting-intentions/222762
https://www.hilltimes.com/news/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2022/03/23/canadian-government-faces-fraught-situation-with-volunteers-joining-ukraines-defence/351357

3/24/22, 9:27 AM Canadians increasingly want government to meet climate targets, even if it means higher energy prices, polls suggest - The Hill Times
situation-with-volunteers-
joining-ukraines-
defence/351357)

NEWS | By NEIL MOSS (HTTPS://WWW.HILLTIMES.COM/AUTHOR/NEIL-MOSS)

(https: //www.hilltimes.com /2022 /03 /23 /canadian-government-faces-fraught-situation-with-volunteers-joining-ukraines-defence /351357)Some have raised
concerns about the potential for those with far-right links joining the fight in Ukraine, while others say providing consular assistance to Canadians in Ukraine is a
larger worry.
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(https: //www.hilltimes.com /2022 /03 /22 /its-very-unusual-to-see-this-level-of-trust-between-two-major-parties-ndp-liberal-confidence-deal-a-double-
edged-sword-for-singh-strategists-say/351541)Some strategists say vague language in the ‘confidence and supply’ agreement make it a risk for New Democrats,
while others say the move could make it the 'most impactful NDP tenure in Canadian history.
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(https: //www.hilltimes.com /2022 /03 /23 /supreme-court-hearing-on-indigenous-child-welfare-law-will-have-broad-significance-minister-experts-
agree/351196)ITK President Natan Obed says he hopes 'we can all agree that this is a cumbersome and adversarial way to uphold Indigenous rights in this country
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to repeat as spoiler in Tory
leadership race, experts say
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(https: //www.hilltimes.com /2022 /03 /23 /1gbtq2s-issues-unlikely-to-repeat-as-spoiler-in-tory-leadership-race-experts-say/351405)In the 2020 race, LGBTQ2S+
issues came to the forefront when candidate Richard Décarie called being gay a 'choice' on national television, prompting consternation and admonishment from
other leadership hopefuls.
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NEWS | By ALICE CHEN (HTTPS://WWW.HILLTIMES.COM/AUTHOR/ALICE-CHEN)

(https: //www.hilltimes.com /2022 /03 /22 /faced-with-deluge-of-misinformation-mps-senators-say-theyre-doing-what-they-can-to-fight-the-
spread/351378)'We have to be very careful when we read something, says Conservative MP Gérard Deltell, noting he’s been receiving misinformation for years. 'If
your mother tells you she loves you, double check!
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(https: //www.hilltimes.com /2022 /03 /21 /poilievre-and-brown-playing-with-dynamite-in-divisive-conservative-leadership-election-say-politicos /3506 78)The
Conservative leadership election is a contest between the Mulroney and Harper visions of the party, says Ipsos CEO Darrell Bricker.
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(https: //www.hilltimes.com /2022 /03 /21 /increased-military-presence-in-the-north-could-provide-much-needed-infrastructure-to-the-region-mps-
experts/350803)Northern MPs open to increased military presence in the Arctic to protect the region’s sovereignty against Russia, but stress the importance of
community consultation.
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NEWS | By SAMANTHA WRIGHT ALLEN (HTTPS://WWW.HILLTIMES.COM/AUTHOR/SAMANTHA-WRIGHT-ALLEN)

(https: //www.hilltimes.com /2022 /03 /21 /nav-canada-defends-actions-in-airspace-breach-as-humanitarian-flights-added-to-russian-ban/351322)Between Feb.
27, when the airspace ban came into effect, and March 7, 55 flights were diverted around Canadian airspace at Nav Canada’s request.
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in Canada, warn political insiders
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NEWS | By ABBAS RANA (HTTPS://WWW.HILLTIMES.COM/AUTHOR/ABBAS-RANA)

(https: //www.hilltimes.com /2022 /03 /21 /lack-of-leadership-to-unite-canadians-could-bring-in-american-style-divisive-politics-in-canada-warn-political-
insiders/350852)More ‘emphatic’ expression of political opinions from extreme left and extreme right is a function of modern communication through social
media, says Ipsos Public Affairs CEO Darrell Bricker.
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