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Kansas City’s downtown is ‘back in the game’
By Diane Staﬀord
staﬀord@kcstar.com
JANUARY 23, 2017 01:28 PM , UPDATED JANUARY 23, 2017 02:47 PM









About 1,000 attendees are expected at the Downtown Council’s annual meeting from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Friday
at the Kansas City Convention Center. FILE PHOTO BY JOHN SLEEZER JSLEEZER@KCSTAR.COM
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Downtown Kansas City is on a revitalization roll that will be celebrated Friday at the annual
meeting of the Downtown Council.
About 1,000 attendees are expected at the event at the Kansas City Convention Center, scheduled
for 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. This year, the event’s theme is Back in the Game.
Christopher Leinberger, a national expert on the importance of a vital downtown, will give the
keynote address. Other local speakers will review the debut of the streetcar line, the attraction of
new businesses downtown and future plans.

TOP ARTICLES

‘No better time’: Kansas City’s Loews hotel to open
soon after COVID-19 delays debut

Albert P. Mauro, a former Downtown Council board chairman and a leader in multiple civic
endeavors, will receive the Philip Kirk Jr. Award, the council’s highest honor.

Local news has never been more important
Subscribe for unlimited digital access to the news that matters to your community.
#READLOCAL

Five individuals will receive the council’s Urban Hero Awards for helping improve downtown’s
residential, recreational and commercial status. They are: Andrew Bracker, brownﬁelds
coordinator for the city; Vince Bryant, with 3D Development; Deb Churchill, with the City Market;
Julie Nelson Meers, with mobank; and Matt Staub, a streetcar advocate.
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Kansas City Mayor Sly James discusses his approach and philosophy when challenges and conflicts in
governing arise. In his second term, James has had to deal with a fractious City Council and others resistant
to his ideas about the airport, street
BY VIDEO BY JILL TOYOSHIBA, REPORTED BY LYNN HORSLEY AND STEVE VOCKRODT

COMMENTS 

VIDEOS



Restaurant staff as well as customers are happy to be back at The Other Place in
Johnson County
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Zarda not raising prices for now, but what could meatpacking plant shutdowns mean
for KC barbecue?
VIEW MORE VIDEO →

TRENDING STORIES

Kansas City is ‘location to watch’ in U.S. for growing COVID cases, fed document says
UPDATED MAY 13, 2020 07:59 AM

Steep increase in coronavirus cases in Missouri, Kansas drew attention in fed report
MAY 13, 2020 6:53 PM

Rare, mysterious illness linked to COVID-19 hits children in Kansas City, St. Louis
UPDATED MAY 13, 2020 02:00 PM

Kansas City region is home to two of the biggest coronavirus clusters in the U.S.
UPDATED MAY 12, 2020 09:36 PM

___

Kansas City area restaurants open up, but are they safe? Here’s what you need to know
UPDATED 5 HOURS 36 MINUTES AGO

READ NEXT
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CITYSCAPE

Business shifts in Prairie Village to serve up new
yogurt, ice cream options
BY JOYCE SMITH
MAY 14, 2020 01:50 PM









After decades in the same spots, TCBY in the Prairie Village Shopping Center and Mely’s Yogurt & Ice Cream in
Corinth Square are seeing new concepts and names: Chill in the Village and Summer Salt Ice Cream Co.
KEEP READING →
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DEVELOPMENT

‘No better time’: Kansas City’s
Loews hotel to open soon after
COVID-19 delays debut
CORONAVIRUS

CORONAVIRUS

What are the symptoms of the
rare, coronavirus-related
syndrome making children sick?

COVID-19 news: Businesses in KC
metro reopen with new rules;
some workers return

MAY 14, 2020 1:21 PM

MAY 14, 2020 12:40 PM

BUSINESS

CORONAVIRUS

MAY 14, 2020 11:52 AM
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36 million have sought US
unemployment aid since virus hit

Cerner, Hallmark, H&R Block:
when Kansas City’s big employers
plan to return to office
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