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ver e past e vears we have

. Sosastematioativ dismantied oar
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% ST dowirowns, Throngh the well-
Codocumenied Tighr 1o the ever-
expauding memropolitnm Binge,
Antericn has created awav ol working. Jiv-
et plavimg chat s antitherieal ro the
extstenee ol o central business disorices
TS The bad viesss is thiat we have <hown
that we o not absolutely need ome down-
towns, s Detron’s mervopolinm area shows,
thes e ot essential (o ecotomie sueeess,

The good news is two-fold:
* We have learned a great deal abon
whoar makes a successtul downtown,

R
o N new Tsenson” [or our downtowns will
probabiv be duwming in the carly 21s
CONTIY,

Asuceesstul downtown must, however, be
prrsued conscioushviiowill nor happen

by itsedt]

How Did This Happen?

[ 195 most of oo downrtowns were at then
ket peak. GBI had the ighest coneen-
trations of retadl sales in most regions and
the Tnrgest share of metropotican emplov-
ment. Ricdership o mass transit svstems,
winch wended ro converge downrown. was al
record levels, Fast Torwanrd 1o 1030, by which
time downrowns were toreed to adimer that
thev were locked nserious competition with
strngelv-namned upstarts such as Tysons Cor-
ner iWashington, DO meropolitan are).
Perinieter Center {AUmuad Schawmbery
(Chicagoi. Newport Beach (Los Angefes),

arrd Kin ol Prossiac (Philadelphia), These
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new areas assaied respectabiline as corpo-
riate Tocations, evern as the regronal retadling,
world comsodidtated there s welll As aoesult,
CBDs were sealed down sienificantly, and
thecir Teadership hadd to admiv that CBDs
were now ondy st among equads within
thelr metropolinu areas,

Todav wmaong tetropolitan areas with
poptlations of morve tharn ene midlion, on
siv o domnitow s cin he constdered stbler e
their Toss of ket slhuore recarding cune-
plovinent i insimnificant ad they are nain-
puaning vibrant retadl sectors and high-cnd
housing, The sixc discussed D detal Delow,
awre Miditown Mambatan, Chicaga, San Fran-
cisco, Porthond 1Oregomd, Seant e and Bos-
ton The number of stable downtowns imong
st and midsstzed menropolitun areas hias
also decreased sionitbicanty The bulance of
oy clownitowns are either in moderare or
severe decline v Leinherzer [0

The reasons for this hinve heen debated
Fov vears. The most Dreguendy eired Lictoy s
thee Federalivsubsickizod nterstane fighwan
sostem. which vesulied m the decline of
rontntcized—bhut iy actialite dirn, erowel-
el mtesihle and Inconvenioni—nass (rns-
Hosvstenns, Inrerstites and other Tomited-
decess hivhwins were minadls bailewhero
the Tind couled e most casilhv assembled,
aften with the enconragement of land own-

crsand developers whose Tand was on the

mevrapolim fringe. CThese ey frecwans

are docated tnowhat we now call the D
sthirhs b Downtown oflice buildings hadd
Beerr Bl fon workers who nseed mioess iansa
rather than antomaobiles, Tndusoriad space
Tocatedd near downtowns ihso heeame obso-
lete ws shippting shifted from vail 1o truek
and theiv clean-up costs hecane probiihitive.

Ihese issues woere aderessedd i thie 1080,
Pwo decades after belnwavs in the suburbs
were completed. the hmited-avcess Tugh-
wiv suatern Tnallv conpected all mgjor down-
toswats, finkine the fast CBDs not in the
svstenm—such as Phocnis. Philadelphia, and
Charlotte—1o the rest of thear 1<‘\'1)1‘('|1\L'
metropohitan areas Inaddivion. a new class
of olfiee buildings wis bl to aecemmio-
rlate antomohiles, o the wake of this new
constraction. offices huilt hetween 1he

10205 e the 19305, now class=Cohanldings,

were virtnallv abandoned, Althonee b nvost
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dosartos s coutld teas sport o new skalige.
proudy dispiaved every sl on the Tocal

crening news, this nage aengally Toed

Potenthin village aspec . Gleaming new
skvBines moshed downtowns in continned
decline s temuns simphe noved rony alder
Biildings, nos vicant, o new ottes, Faven
the new binldhines were destimed to tall i
value boeowveer Hand 75 percenn daring the
veal estate Teorrection” ol the ey TS
Sinee the ened of tee 19800 the original
veusons for the deeline of ome doventonns,
Dl connections and parking, have
becn overcome, Nonctheless, most econonm-
toindicitors—sueh as cmploviment. retail
sidessand Tugh-cnd housing stnts—show

e dowttowns continue to declinee.,

The American Dream

A deeper reason for the decline oF onr deosne

Lowns—otie T nrotivitles our coonontic

decisions so protoundly that wetend o over-

look 1—r1s thie visian of how Ansercans wiat

v Dves Thie conienponary verston of the

Anertoun drennm was probabhy firss plaried
trihe coslective conselonsness by General
Morors Foturaomea exhibin o the TUO9— 1
New York World s Fair s the uneertaingy of
anew v brewed on the horizon, neere than
20 pereent of the Uss populaaion visiced this
popubaor exhibit ar the most highlv artended
Woald s Fane To thie residents of the croned-
el oy divte indosriad cities who visieed,
the extubin prochimed o heavenly inage of
greett open soaees, ofbering idividoa] p-
vacy s antomebife-onenied tunsporte
e ststenn it was convenient, personal,
and connforiable, Drooie the was this invige
ol the new Mwerican drewm percolared,
nucle more appealing b e hoedships of
the carhy 1O When the wae ended, Amer-
icans procecded o implement the mage
with e vengeance, rebndding nierropolitm
Areas within less than two generilions, Our
downtowns, as well as the rest ol the old
tdusiial cies, i ner plav even oremote
role 1 this tew viston.

Morve than any other Lnetor the Fun-
v vision of the Mmerican drewn bas boeen
the wncderlving rensen owr downrowns have
Beer o elecline for the past (i vemes Predl
icnted o atomobile convenienee wed proe
vacy, thie Futurwma viston delivered real
estate produets than were modudar with vo

velition rathen mnmediate siromndings,
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For example, a neighbaorhood velail ecnter,
s presenth conligured, measures ~O.GHE o
120000 square feet, has 20 percent coverage.
aned i e hored Ty o SLODO- 16 GH000-s ke
oot vroceny store. 1L Is dyopped an s puel
without any desthetic. functonad, oy walk-
Ing connection to s surronndings tesoept
tor irafiic consideranonsi, and is idenncad 1o
centers locted awvwhere i the TS More-
anver differenn praduct tpes—such as hous
g, olfice, wnd retilb—were clustered 1o-
gether and searegated into diarices, amosded
completelv ditferent Iyom o deswnitowe,

I'he antithesis of the Foturnma vision,
downtowns e most stecesstol when they
ke on the characteristies of huge mised-nse
developnients: enconraging persenal com-
mication. huilding a sense ol connnuning
having  pedestian orentation, wnd inspl-
g activits at sl dmes of the davand nigho T
is their integraied and complex namre that
acconnts lor their vitalite, Therelore, the
Lack of anautomobile-ariented rransporia-
tion sestem and sufficient parking was only
the il rewson for their dechine, The rool
cause was that downtows ns were ont of step
with the vision of the Americu dream that

wee have Treled Tor thie past hall conmor.

The American Drecam Revisited
Ax Tomy Downs Tias poinied oute

Ihe s i the dombant vision [Les the
American deean] have wndernined the
clesirabitity ol the enviionnnent produced
by parsuing that vision: the vesults are
imconsistent witl the Taah qualine of Tife i

promises. These ows threwten o wintken

the coonomic and soctal finctioning of

many metropolito areas and therelore
of the entive TUS, coonome e society
Fhe pracucal shorreomings and unsustain

ability of the current American dremn will

leack to s rephiceent. el e nest vision
Wit i Tude aoajot tobe Tor on arieinal
o ntowns as welb s the i hanizaton of
annr o] sodsehan downrenns,
Severil signs podnt to o tend that conlid
orently berefit downtowns:
e Jhe siccess of the “new nrbanisin”
with planners, the public. and some
of the inttn] projects tndicating that
p(‘rl:‘_\lli.L[)rtn'i:'lll('tl :l:‘\t'l()|:ml_'11[ I
soreh nrisseds
o Lhie sense that tooeh indis idual-
st and o ok of common parpose
divide the counnnyg
o The approach ol the time when Brabn

DHoomers will become crnpiy nesters,

Fhese all suggest a public desive fora greater
serse ol conmuin and for mied-use enve-
romments. The peudulinmmay be iving 1o
fived the conter alter having swung 1o the

extreme of privacy undsociabsolition.

Turn-Around Models

H the mood of the connoy and the vision of
how we should Ive, work, and play are
redefining the Amevican dreun to mclucde
an noceerated, mined-use cnvironment,
numerous examples of this approach. hoth
old and new. provide guidance for the
futore. According to these models tomor-
Tow s stuccessinl downtown will et Jook
qneh ke the downtown aof T T widl
i Tudde new organizations conscionsly for-

mulated 1o comhine the nroseement tal-

ent of the hest of the privide and pablic
sectors and aonrket orientation thar fis
present=ciy realites,

[he old examples— Midiown Manhat-
1. Chicago, Sau Francisco, Porthaned. Seid-
e, and Boston-—are the six currently stalile
metropolit areas that shore the following

clhiaracteristies:
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o Faoploviient has kepi g witle the e
ol growihon the menopolicn are

o [Retnidl sectors are vibiant,

« sientlican concentration of the e
wion’s hich-cud honsing—nore than
B peveent—is located there:

* lThes have hecome agor tonrist and
CODNVENTTIST CenTers:

o Acritieal mass of culiaral and sports
facitdes Tave been b o,

¢ Fhev possess oo celebrred nut-
el aendny nstad iy sacer sl abuom-
chr park space,

Recent successtul models icluede down-
towts that letve heen i severe decline [o
decades bur appear to have toed then-
selves aronnd i the st Ove 1o ten vesws, The
two boest examples are Denversa a that is
booming ceonontically wrhough the down-
town revival stirted belore cood economi
tmes returned, and Chattanoowa, a sfow-
srowing Southern ruse-helt town, Both Dyen-
ver ol Chattooga sed sl strinegios:
thev il relied on tonelsim. whiehy led to o
revival of the specialiv-and-cotertammen:
retd sectorswhich, ot Ted oo revival
ol the urban housing market, Once there was
athere” heve, people who had grown bored
in the subirbs—aeneradon Ners and aging
bbby hoomers alike—Dbegan Nocking to the
dosviitowns te ve and plavs The next step.
gronth of the downtowns” share ol region

cmploviment.also seems 1o have begun.

Seven Comimon Features
of Successiul Downtowns

The older and mare recent exantples of
successtl downrowns provide sente valo-
able Tessons, Thes shave the [nilowing seven
Featnres, e adl vist he o place torasos

tainable upsind spival 1o begin

High-End Housing

Jobs and jufrasnctare tollow high-cid

housing, beennse jobs tend 1o e Tocated
near where the hosses ve, aned hosses gen-
erally Tne in high-cod housing, Where jobs
are lociated s whoere the badk ol infrasirue-
Lere nvestinent is concenirted. Although
nota politieal platform thae with won many
voles, 10 an evonontic realing Suecesstul
dowitows all have signiticant concentne-
tions of high-end housing located nearby,
San Framciseo hasabout 13 percent of tie
execulive housing = -

in rthe region locat-
ed within bwo niles
of its finavcl dis- 3
et Boston has 8
percentt on Beacon
Hill suned i the Back
Bav: Midiown Man-
hartan has 18 per-
centin the Upper “‘;ﬁ“i‘

l.
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Faste Side aned the Upper Wesr Sides while
Chiciigo hoe 23 percent on the Gaold Coas
and around Lincaln Park just north ol 1the
[_(n:]), Towvns inmoderine o severe dechime—
steetros Al Tos Ancelescand s Lous—
have vivtad v none of the vegion's hich-end

brovsing located ton near their CBDs.

CCBD Circulation System

Mihouotomost of o tnoderately o severely
declining downtowns have netendons as-
sets i places people canmot veact then on
foor. To co Trom the new Olvinpic Stdinm
m Akt to Undeveromnd, the nrban enter-

i nrent complescmeans using o e Onee

9
o cns people often feel that it is custer 1o
pritronize o place closer o ore rather than
Unidergraed. Downtown Arlanta bas e

other oustanding asscts as welll bun none are

within walking distince of one anothen

58

swsfern T

The solinon s o cirendition

I~ Fun casvoro nnderstaned e preterabh

frec. To coneen s sy assets, Denver
clomed 10 Sovcer o tomobile troadtie and
put i place o cleann convenient. free bos
sustern, The new sestem connected the sty
capital. hotels, the comvention center, urban
critertanment conpleses, el the new el
housing distrier Clintmonoa achieved the
some vesult with the world™s Tnaest Heet of
Batters-powered buses connecting nrhan
entertaiiment. high-cnd factors ootlet shop
ping. the financial district aond aotourist-
ortented river front The universing, e ares
disvtrict and the new housing disorictswill
soont be connected aswell

Ihe heaun ol oo corendarion svstenm s
that 1 provides the crivical s needed for
an exciting rwhan experience, vintuic v over-
night, Twenty veurs and hundieds ol mil-
Hons ol dollies e not required to conneet
CRININY sss et e ikt on swster e ke
aoin s downtown instantly come 1o e,
Both Depver andd Clinanooc reached crn-
real s within o few vears afier opening
their cirenlation ssstems, Fo the ousiele
olwerver the speed of chuange was oomiacle

bt retsissanoc.

Tourism Focus. . dnitially
Notonlvis in e Troest indasuy o the

wenrke tourism s ulso ne ol the Fastest

e BESKD

HEW



crowiie Lo s aonatnral for downtown

pevival, A snarews of promoting totn b
works, however onthe prineiple shat tevaiss
are enstly bed Unlihe cvnineal Tocads who are
cevtatn ot dewimtown s dangerons and
nothing s happening there the sie as -
teett vens canler when thov st vistred s oyro-
Botions nd adverisenents can persuade
tourists it the dowitown s <omething e
ofer, i Least Tor one visie, Ohce suy area T
aeritiead mass ol things to do—generadh
cronsell For o= 1o d-hour day annd within

witlking distunce ar comrectest b ocerren-

Lition ssstenm—the potential for growth ol

towrisnt exists Witl oudst dollios, the urban
crertinment venes expad making the
distric: teel sl broase more people are on
the steeet [ roalite, most of o downtosis
are already among the salest precinets m
their cities. bur withow people onthe street
at el thev do not give that nnpression.

I is crneial, however thatt toeeisim onls
Be s tmeans lor achieving wosustainable
dowmown, Catering exelusively 1o touriatsy
treants that iy st constanily reinvenl
el 1o capuine repear customers and avold
sulfering from “seasonmaline.” For exaumnple.
Churell Stveer Stuion e downrown Ovlan-
do ey be o fabadous tonrist comples. by
s adiure has never spread bevonel the puo
ciot's houndaries. Boston’s Faneail Halll in

CONTrast, tses tourisin cifeorivels, When it

fest apencd. abour St pereent OF 1S o
were tonrists, Within wen vears, thie per-
contage luad dropped o B0 as the complex
Becione o harrgout tor loends, I high toarist
season and Tonys Favewd Tall e acsieady
tonndarion of local custoners.

Local support. while nportant for the
continued viabilin ol renud stores, 1 also
napottant for the continued healih ol the
totrist trade, St Fe bas one ol the Lurgest
concentttions of specialty retatding in the
countey, b totrisis are heginning to don-
nate s Becaming o hinde ke ann madobe
Disneyland.” cansing focals to st awm
while giving visitors. who would preferan
cuthenne experience, the impression that
Sartt e iv w tonrise tran.

[eas better 1o view tourisim as o stepping
stotre to more sustaanable downtows,
which inceludes o bealthv mix ol emplos-
ment. retail, culire, and hoosing, This is
ot Ter saev Lhal, onree aclowtiions e s stecess-
Ll tonrcism <hould he expecied o decline.
A vreat dowimiown needs at east 30 percent
ol its vetail suppor rom wnriss wonaintan
the critienl mass necessary to et locals,
B dtselt. local support of downtown vetl
i~ st llv ot suttfictent, Tourism shondd
niduce viore Jocals to visic aned eventually
sonne percentage with moyve there, possibh
Dringing cmplovient with them, Thies the

vprward spival contbsues,
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Urban Entertainment/Contemporaiy Arls

The wrhan entertainment complex is one of
the few current yeal estate products that can
henefit a downtown distiict. Because it
reguires wide regional support. the down-
towt area 1s a4 natural loeatlon, An urban en-
tertabnment complex ineliedes Testatrats,
specialty retatling. multiplex cinema, and
Tve theater A nesw multiplex anenarecent-
4 openeed in downtown Chattanonan, and
an urban entertamment retadl project will
he huilt next-door, The Micdvown Manhat-
L experience shows that ovban corertnn-
ment can keep growing and growing, (vel
the next few vearss e lTiige concentrationn
of urhan entertainment arcund Thues
Sopare will assume the tone ol an wban
theme park (somerthing that may heconme 2
problem if it becomes oo Disnevized).
Chicngo’s Loop has recently embarked on o
simmilr path. fecusing on lve thearer 1o
bring street life hack 1o he arew. A down-
town's jor advantage is the b experi-
ence dsell, an ahentie street scene with o
mvriad of people o watch and with whom
to connect, unlike in the subnrbs, Doswn-
towns e wise 1o explon this comperinive
advantage,

A contemporary arts scene s frequently
acatalvst for downtown revival, Olren Ted
by the wav and avtistic commmumitios, the
contermporary arts world can pioneer loca-
rlonys with studios, colfechonses, bars, aned
oalleries. Mainstremn husiness and veal
estate conmpories mav be unaware of these
areas emerging in the earle vears, Carrenthy
the hest example of this phenomenaon is
probably Decp Ellam in downtowi Dallas,
[ocated cast of the Mnancial district in an
abundoncd wirchonse wrea, Deep Ellhn
cotmes ahive after T8 pom. Parking for the

evening costs five dollios. a sure sign of Tigh

60
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demand, Thisarcea - together with Uprlown,
which cornbines more hich-hrow ares, retaid.
and high-density housing coand thie West Faod
critertaimnent district—1is pushing inward
toward o desvntown withy i 37 percent office
vacancy me that has cencrallv heen written
oft b el estate professionals, Contempo-
rarvartsand urban entertinment may be
the salvation tor this heleaguered down-

towy in the Lare 19090,

Cuttural Institutional Commitiment

Mony culturval and cdocanionab mstinations
cannot readilv o move from dowittown, vet
thes wre not intearated into the cincs fabric,
On the other hand, many cultioal insagim-
tions and sports facilities may be able 1o
e 1o the suburbs, b should he encome-
aged to Tocate s site that can be easilv
intearated mto the cin’s downtown,
Ixistig instiuttions suchoas ot meseunts
are often neglected assers, Their abiliv to
contribute a rremendous amount o the
citv cotfers and economy may not bhe evi-
dent, Forinstance, the Mone( retrospective
at the Art Institae of Chicago In 1990 drew
GOH5.000 visitors and had an cconomic im-
pact of S385 milon on the Chicago area.
Fricowraging culmral mstiictions 1o coordi-
mate their exhibits and nmuoketing efforts
helps all of the participanis, as well as 1he
vy, One ol the key gouls of this coording-
Hon s 10 i u -1 ping visitor into an
overnight wuest. A noprcal dan teipper spenids
aboue S5 per dass while an overnivht guew
ustalyv spends more than 5200 per dm,
Uninversities. i particular, can bring
sienificant energyand excirement to the
dowrown avea, Manv urban nniversities
have pudled ap the drawbridee, however
and nrred inward, Exanples include the

Uiniversive of Pennsvivania in Philadelphia,

LUSKATI



and Yale in New Flaven, althouoh oty Tise
recernviannoennced plans 1o nregiade niore
fallv with then OB By cipdoving delen-
sive architestia e, fadling o provice stidenn
and Donle honsine neoebe, aod nezlecting
o cnconrige pedesrian onented ol on
che Peinge of the campis. st universing con-
tribites only marginadl to o downtown's
viraling, Numerous tnivessithes, however sl
as Porthimd Stare and Sovannalys Coltewe of
At Dresion, have memated thenselves
into the downtown fabrie, Siudent-orented
retiland housing distriens tend 1o ploneo
the restornion ol trban areas, Because they

olten view tlieniselves as someswhot “hallet-

prool.” siudents are willing 1o vIsit paves of

town that most older lalks might avold

Natural Attractions and Parks
[he six stable downtowns mentoned e
lier alb colelrate the natwal attractiions that
cansed the cities o exist in the Tiest place,
San Franciseo Bay the rivers surrouneding
Manliian, and Chicago’s Lake Michigan
were the original reasons tor locating theb
downtown districts., Alter vewrs of turning
thenr backs o rhese nata] onenites. the
stable dowtitowns now embrace then, aned
this ix not e of the downtowns nmomoder-
ate aned severe declinge, leis nearly impos-
sihle to get to the Debaware ov Sehuvikill
Rivers in downrown Phaladelphia: Los Ange-
Tes Tias put s river o i conerete diteh.

It is hewrtening that a natral amenin is
not abwavs a prevequisite for downtown

revival, Downtown Denver was built as aradl

center. and the city is not relianton a bodv of

wiater Fven without a water-relared atrac-
non, Denver's downtown Tas nade a healthns
recovery, This s gond news for otlier down-
tov s such as Dallas and b avbitraril

located by radl compues.

Stable downion s alsoeauire sulficient
[rirk o open spaces Al ougloimpossible
Lo eptantndyswho cam question the fmpor-
Lance of Conteal Pack ro Maeltoavnn Lineoin
ook to Chicazo, and b anon Sauuare i Sun
Franciscor Long-terny mvesitnent in these
dtnertities s crncial to s downtown s ste-
coss. The value of Olunpic Pk o ddanad’s
straaling downtown will be obviousin the
Citanesandd e park will prove 1o be the trae

Loy et the Gannes

Non-Profit Development Corporation
to Manage Downtown

One ol the kevs to downtown revival is the
nonprolicdevelopment corporation. a rela-
tvels rew ereatire, Also taking the form ot a
Dusittess Improvenment District (BID. this
wpe ol erganization combines the best of the
privive secior tthe ability o geta job done
el done quicklyy, wich the best ol the pub-
e sectar (aking a long=termn perspective on
the cntive downtown mixed-use sorea). The
Dienver and Chaltinoogis suceess stories
would not lawe happened were it nor for the
ettorts of the Downtown Denver Pavtnership
and RiverValley Paviners, respectively. Each
organization focused the auention of the
public, private, aned civic sectors on the vision
ol what downtown could be, mised the funds
For the new infrastructure and acteactions,
and created the programs and festvals nec-
essary to g peaple o the sivees. The old
reclevelopment agencies usually need 1o be
supplesnented, il notreplaced. by this excit-
g new form of governance for o downrtown

Lo suceed.

A Partial Cure for Spraw!?
The sprawling American merropelitan ea
bas fullilled the American drcion [or most

of us, vastle improving cur lives compered
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1o those of owr graovdparenis o has Jett
n s wake hioee inintended sociadenviron-
e, and cconouic problens, solation
of the poor, particalarlv ninarides, Tas ded
toran undlorchass cue of T from nudnstream
socien, with eriminal andhnuncipal bud-
setary conseaquences well bevond the worst
case scenaros of a generation ago. Foviron-
mental damage cansed by the American
addiction to a singte. oil-dependent trans-
portation ssstem bas local, national and
global consequences. We have never cal-
culnted the cconomic costsassociated with
stretehing infrasuunciure geometrically
while inadequately malncuning what s
alveady i place. Finallvowe mst considen
the cost of consorncting new houses. office
buildings. and retnl conters 30,056, anid 70
miles from downtown, coupled with the
destrucuon invidae of twentvear-okd inner-
suburban regional malls and oparnmenss
that are now i the wronyg location, The
result 1s the waste of titlious of dollars thin
conld be crmploved far more cHectively,
The resalt of this sprow] has heen o
mcrease the size of o merrapolitan e,
Between 1970 and 19490, (e Chicaoo metro-
politan aren added 4 percent to its popu-
Lition base. hut arew phsically by alimost

M percent. Metopohtan Los Angeles added

I percent 1o s population, b
vrew phvsieadle v nesr v 300 per-
cont, Irorrow covers oo ~uar
miles, the size ol Connecticut, fhar-
g these Tweniy vears. every ) e
contnereise i population resalied
it the constnnption of benween 6 anel
12 percent of addinonal T, The
1900 Five seen s lurther inereanse i
yis oo Teds estimared that ever
I percent growth in population is
]t‘\I)'H]&iM:’ fo o - 1o ZU-])(‘I(('III
tierease 1 fand vse At was approst
ety B3 miles from north to sonthe e 1890,
Because s the Lastest erowing region it the
country cconomicallv wrd heciose of the
accolerared Mieht to the fringe in the -
1990x boom, Atlanta todiy mreasares about
IO nuiles from nortly 1o south, Tiorermmns ol
Land constmpion, Alantcis probalih 1he
Fastest-growing human setlement b histor,

The coming revival of owr donrriowns,
providing a dense. efficient development
patternowill requite o conscions awareness of
the Teatures thit cnsure suceess, This revival
will reguire thunt elected olficials nndersianed
real estite ecomaontios. that developers com-
prehendd hioas vead estate projects fivime the
urban fabricsand that private-public pariner-
ships free ol short-term political pressare
nake d deeper commitment to downrown
naagenieint. Consuiers appenr 1o want i
new Aaneriean dremm ol Incluades the re-
vival of our downtowns, Tos thme [or tiose

who provide the built produci o catehnpe 1
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