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Below are three overview categories of my professional life.  The first are the nine organizations I have owned/founded during my career in urbanism; seven of which are still active and thriving as of 2022.  This is followed by my intellectual achievements that I have gauged to be the most significant to the real estate industry, public policy, social equity and the environment.  Finally, I have listed the honors I have received since college.  
Some of my books, research and articles have been cited below.  For the complete list with hyperlinks, go to my web site, www.chrisleinberger.com   
Organizations (owned/founded)
RCLCo—This is the country’s largest independent real estate advisory firm.  I joined the firm in 1979 at the age of 29 as COO when it was a Southern California, housing-focused real estate market research firm.  I bought RCLCo in 1982 from the founder and expanded it to a national firm with six offices.  I broadened its scope into all real estate products (office, retail, industrial, rental and for-sale housing) and added additional services, such as financial analysis and net fiscal impact for cities. In addition, I introduced strategic planning as a discipline for the real estate industry. My personal areas of concentration were corporate real estate, metropolitan development trends, “New Urbanism”, real estate company strategic planning and downtown/walkable urban place strategic planning. RCLCo has become the “McKinsey of Real Estate”. I sold the firm to a partner in 2000 to allow me to go fulltime into real estate development.  The firm has grown since I sold it, i.e., expanding into the management of billions of dollars of pension fund assets.  

St. Petersburg (Russia) Redevelopment Authority—At the request of then Mayor Sobchak in 1991, I founded this entity, bringing together the US firms of Bechtel (construction), AECOM (planning), Latham and Watkins (legal) and McArthur Foundation (funding). We obtained the first private sector land lease (100-year) since 1918, which was to be used for the redevelopment of a canal-facing block, ironically signing the lease in the building where Lenin nationalized all land in 1918.  Tragically and just before construction was to begin, the city intermediary to our firm was assassinated, reputedly by the Russian mafia due to our redevelopment efforts, at which point we folded our operations.  

Arcadia Land Company—In 1995, Joe Duckworth (Builder 100 homebuilder), Robert Davis (developer of Seaside, the first New Urbanist project, and co-founder of the Congress of the New Urbanism) and I founded this New Urbanism development firm.  We have and continue to develop projects primarily in the Philadelphia area.  Total development valuation to date is nearly $1 billion. 
Santa Fe Railyard Community Corporation—Living in Santa Fe, I was appointed chair of the Redevelopment Authority by Mayor Jaramillo in 1994, focusing on the then privately-owned 50-acre railyard.  I established and ran this nonprofit entity for five years, which acquired, planned, obtained public support, began the development and management the property. It is now fully built-out and still under the management of the Railyard Community Corporation. 
Historic Development Improvement Company (HDIC)—I was asked by the Mayor of Albuquerque to lead a strategic planning process for the downtown in 1999. I founded this development company, a 50/50 joint venture of Arcadia and the state’s largest charitable foundation, to acquire a 12-block city-owned parcel at the gateway to downtown through an RFP process.  We built @$100 million of privately funded movie theaters, office, restaurants and housing.  This was the first private sector development in a quarter century. I sold the Arcadia interest in HDIC 2006 to the foundation partner, following my move to Washington, DC in 2005. 
University of Michigan Real Estate Development Program—I founded the graduate real estate development program in 2005, focusing on walkable urbanism.  It was a partnership of the Ross Business School, Taubman College of Architecture/Planning and the law school. It became one of the largest real estate programs in the country (over 50 students) within two years. One of the consulting projects undertaken while I was there was a downtown Detroit strategic plan, using students and joint venturing with Brookings, which was announced in 2008.  The plan was partially responsible for Dan Gilbert relocating Quicken Loans to downtown and his buying and renovating over 100 buildings.  I left U of M to goo to George Washington University in 2012, which is within walking distance of my home.  The program continues to enroll over 70 students. 

Locus (Smart Growth America)—I was asked by the president of SGA to start a real estate developer organization in 2008 that would advocate at the federal and selective state levels for walkable urban, mixed-income development, which tends to be illegal due to zoning and is difficult to finance.  Locus has had substantial success in the modification of the last two Federal transportation bills, making $100 billion of funding available for walkable urban, mixed-income development, and major involvement with the Biden administration infrastructure bill, including the former director of Locus becoming the Director of Policy for US Department of Transportation, reporting to Secretary Pete Buttigieg.  I replaced myself as President in 2017 with the president/owner of the largest minority-owned developer in the country and I remain on the board.  
George Washington University School of Business—The Dean of the business school recruited me as the Chair of the Center for Real Estate and Urban Analysis (CREUA), a research center, in 2012.  I activated its dormant research function, raising $5 million of research over eight years, studying the largest 30 metros in 15 studies.  Along with the CREUA Executive Director, I also founded the graduate and undergraduate real estate academic programs, now with 80 students.  In my new position as of 2020, the Charles Bendit Distinguished Scholar & Emeritus Professor, I have helped found the Penn West Equity and Innovation District, a joint venture of George Washington University, Golden Triangle Business Improvement District and the Mayor’s Office of the District of Columbia. 

Places Platform, LLC—Investors approached me in 2017 to commercialize my research from Brookings and George Washington University.  One reason I became an Emeritus Professor at GWU in 2020 was to free up time to focus on this start up.  Places Platform has 100% data coverage of all real estate product types throughout the country and determines place-based real estate valuations, economics, fiscal impact on cities, and social equity. It’s goal is to become the “Bloomberg of real estate”, similar to Bloomberg’s data base of publicly traded stocks and bonds.   
Significant Intellectual Advances in Urbanism

UC-Irvine Workforce Housing Model—I was asked to develop an approach to the university’s affordable housing challenge in 1981.  We created a nonprofit development corporation, the Irvine Campus Housing Authority, Inc,  that had 300-acres of university-owned land transferred to it by the UC Regents.  We built 1,610 for-sale and rental housing for 5,500 faculty, staff and family.  It is the largest on-campus, for-sale workforce housing community in the country. The houses sell at @60% of market value and it has remained at @60% of market to this day, due to resale controls that also allows for household estate building.  This has permanently solved UCI’s housing problem with minimal subsidies.  This has been a major model for universities and cities to develop workforce housing. 
LA Comes of Age—Having known the Los Angeles metro area well from my consulting work and living there, I determined that the rest of the country had a cartoon image of the region.  The Atlantic Monthly cover story that I co-authored raised the discussion about our 2nd largest metro to a new level of seriousness. Nearly every major periodical wrote follow-up features, including the Economist, which disappointedly plagiarized sections of the Atlantic piece.   

Carillon Point as Early Model of Walkable Urbanism—I developed a land use plan in 1983 for this 40-acre, lakefront industrial property in metro Seattle, the former home of a Liberty Shipyard during World War II.  It called for a high density, mixed-use, walkable urban development, using decked parking in an area that rarely used expensive decks.  The owner then asked me to implement the development plan as a fee-developer.  The development at buildout resulted in the highest valuations per square foot in the Seattle metro area for office, rental apartment and for-sale housing; the development also included a marina, hotel and restaurants. When first proposed, the real estate development industry was highly critical of the plan but it became an early model demonstrating the structural shift toward walkable urbanism.    

Catalytic Development Model—The downtown Albuquerque approach my development firm, the Historic District Improvement Company, employed (mentioned above in the organization section) demonstrated a new development model that is now referred to as “catalytic development”.  This form of development became the topic of a research project and a Brookings Institution paper in 2017, using six case studies of this development approach.  These case studies included downtown Detroit (Quicken Loans as catalytic developer), downtown Seattle (Microsoft co-founder), downtown Chattanooga (largest foundation), downtown Phoenix (ASU), downtown Cincinnati (largest corporations led by P&G), and Kendall Square Innovation District (MIT).  

Strategic Planning for Real Estate Companies—I introduced strategy planning to the real estate industry and started consulting for some of the largest real estate development firms in the world. I literally wrote the first book on the topic, published in 1993 by NAIOP (the commercial real estate trade association) and Urban Land Institute. When I sold RCLCo in 2000, my former partners has now updated the book twice with minimal modifications, aside from updated case studies, and I wrote the Introduction for the revised versions.  I developed a graduate course on this topic, using the book as the textbook, at both the University of Michigan and George Washington University.  In my Emeritus Professor role, I have passed the course to two adjunct professors, including the author of the revised book from RCLCo.
Walkable Urbanism as Structural Change in Urbanism—I led the thinking in the country about the structural change (as opposed to cyclical change)in how we invest 42% of our national assets, invested in the built environment.  This work evolved from many RCLCo consulting assignments for developers and investors (most prominently the Rockefeller family office, a family connection that has stretched over 30 years, as shown below) about metropolitan development trends.  This lead to a Atlantic Monthly cover story in 1986 that was the first national discussion of the changes effected urbanism and city planning.  This was followed by many articles in publications such as the New York Times. (I have been a contributing opinion writer), The Nation (left of center), American Conservative magazine (right of center), Urban Land magazine, among many others.  The work generated the award winning book, The Option of Urbanism.  
Measuring Walkable Urbanism—Starting at Brookings and continuing at George Washington University, I have conducted two levels of research concerning the growth, valuation premiums and market share growth of walkable urbanism in the largest 30 US metropolitan areas. The first level was national, quantifying this trend from 2008 to 2019 in four versions of Foot Traffic Ahead.  The second level was in depth metropolitan analyses, The WalkUP Wake Up Call for 11 metro areas, including metro New York in 2017. The Rockefeller Foundation and the largest real estate developers in New York funded the New York research.  Most of these research reports are available on the research section of my web site.  This research was formalized into a methodology while I was a Senior Fellow at Brookings and appeared as a research report entitled Walk This Way in 2012, which was funded by the Rockefeller Foundation. This methodology is the foundation of my start up, Places Platform.  
Walkable Urban Place-based Strategic Planning—I conducted the first downtown (one of eight types of walkable urban place) strategic plan in 1987 for Chattanooga.  Working with the city over decades, its redevelopment has been considered to be wildly successful and a model for 3rd-tier cities worldwide.  I developed a methodology for place-based strategic planning. That methodology resulted in one of the most downloaded Brookings paper ever, Turning Around Downtown, in 2005.  I developed a graduate course on this topic, using the Brookings research papers and The Option of Urbanism as the texts, at both the University of Michigan and George Washington University.  In my GWU Emeritus Professor role, I have passed the course to an adjunct professor, Andy Altman, the former planning director of Washington, DC and Philadelphia, developer of the London Olympics and a major real estate developer in Washington, DC today.  
Honors

National Science Foundation Fellowship for study at the University of Michigan Institute for Social Research, 1970

Joshua Lippincott Fellowship for advanced study, Swarthmore College, 1972

NCAA Student/Athlete Scholarship, NCAA, 1972

Best Geographic Award, National Council for Geographic Education, for Atlantic Monthly cover story, LA Comes of Age, 1989

Apgar Award for Best Article in Urban Land magazine, The Changing Location of Development and Investment Opportunities, 1995

Apgar Award for Best Article in Urban Land magazine, Building for the Long Term, 2003

Top 10 Books of 2008, Planetizen, 2009 for The Option of Urbanism, Christopher B. Leinberger

Top 10 Books of 2008, Planetizen, 2009 for Last Harvest, Witold Rybczynski (the subject is Arcadia Land Company, co-founded by Leinberger)

William Whyte Award for Urbanism, Partners for Livable Communities, 2010

The Top 100 Urban Thinkers, Planetizen, 2010

Upper Darby High School Wall of Fame, 2011

The 100 Most Influential Urbanists, Planetizen, 2017

LAI, Land Economics Society, Richard T. Ely Distinguished Educator Award, 2020
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