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Study: Decatur's Walkability is Linked to Economic Success
Urban sprawl will be replaced by walkable communities.
By Péralte Paul, Patch Staff (https://patch.com/users/peralte-paul)
Oct 5, 2013 2:18 am ET

(https://patch.com/georgia/decatur/amp/18927120/study-decaturs-walkability-is-linked-to-economic-success)   Reply

Move over sprawl: Life really is better inside the Perimeter.

George Washington University's School of Business released a study this week that highlights Decatur's walkability as a model that
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promotes economic activity.

In fact, the Walkable Urban Places study, written by Chris Leinberger, found there are 24 such regions inside the Perimeter.

"WalkUPs," as they're called, will drive tomorrow's national real estate industry trends and the economy, Leinberger predicts.

Decatur and metro Atlanta, he said, is the bellwether of what's to come: Urban sprawl will be replaced by walkable communities.

"During the second half of the 20th century, the dominant development model was the familiar drivable suburban approach, and few

places have done it better than metro Atlanta," said Leinberger.

"However, the pendulum is swinging back toward building walkable urbanism, the dominant pattern prior to the Great Depression. It's

only a matter of time before most of the region's policy makers and real estate professionals catch up with this new reality."

From 1992 to 2000, roughly 13 percent of real estate investment in the region went into what he called "Current" and "Emerging"

WalkUPs. From 2001 to 2008, that number doubled to 26 percent. And since 2009, it more than doubled again, reaching 60 percent.

Current WalkUPs inside I-285, besides Decatur include:

Inman Park

the Sweet Auburn District

Centennial Olympic Park

Georgia State University-Government Center

"We are pleased to see thriving, walkable urban places emerging throughout metro Atlanta," said Tad Leithead, chairman of the Atlanta Regional Commission.
"It's evident that the market favors the kind of development that offers new community vitality and real mobility choices. Greater walkability, housing and
retail options are key to our future economic growth."

The report demonstrates that WalkUPs significantly impact economic growth and development in the Atlanta region and across the

nation:

Current and Emerging WalkUPs account for 1/200 (.55 percent) of the region's land area and 1/5 (20 percent) of the region's office,

retail and other commercial real estate.

Current and Emerging WalkUPs contain 22 percent of the region's jobs.

Average rent for all development types in Current WalkUPs is 112 percent higher than in drivable suburban areas.
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Coronavirus: GA Adds 31 More Deaths, 397 New Cases (https://patch.com/georgia/decatur/s/h478d/coronavirus-georgia-adds-31-more-deaths-397-new-
cases)

2.  Sandy Springs, GA News (https://patch.com/georgia/sandysprings)

Bar Ban Summer Camps 37 Unemployed GA Coronavirus (https://patch.com/georgia/decatur/s/h46sm/bar-ban-extended-summer-camps-37-unemployed-
ga-coronavirus)

3.  Decatur-Avondale Estates, GA News (https://patch.com/georgia/decatur)

Take A Look: 4 Bedroom Decatur Home In The $300ks (https://patch.com/georgia/decatur/take-look-4-bedroom-decatur-home-300ks)

4.  Atlanta, GA News (https://patch.com/georgia/atlanta)

NASCAR Announces New Date For QuikTrip 500 Race (https://patch.com/georgia/decatur/s/h462w/nascar-sets-new-race-date-atlanta-no-spectators-
allowed)

5.  Decatur-Avondale Estates, GA News (https://patch.com/georgia/decatur)

Decatur YMCA Set To Reopen In June (https://patch.com/georgia/decatur/decatur-ymca-set-reopen-june)
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Friday, Jun 12 at 7:20pm
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