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INTRODUCTION

All Praises are due to Allah. May the Prophet
Muhammad’s name be mentioned in the heavens and may
peace and blessings be sent upon him.

The family is the strong fortress that keeps human beings
connected and rooted firmly upon this earth. The family
is the foundation of each and every society. For this
reason we find that the Islamic Sharia shows extensive
concern and care for raising proper families. The Quran is
filled with numerous verses about the family, and even
entire surahs themes revolve around organizing families,
and clarifying rulings and legislations about social
interactions between family members. We find that Allah
praises families that are built upon Iman and
righteousness. Similarly, we find within the Sunnah of the
Prophet Muhammad comprehensive and concise
teachings of wisdom related to the family and building
righteous families. For this reason we deemed it important
and extremely relevant to compile this book gathering
forty hadith related to building a righteous family. May
Allah accept it from us and make it beneficial for all.

Compiled by: Sheikh Dr. Ustadth Fakhru Deen ibn Az
Zubayr Al Mahasee, Professor and Instructor in the

College of Judicial Studies, Umm al Qura University,
Makkah Al Mukarramah.
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Rendered into English: by the iMacD translation and
research team, supervised by Dr. Faruq Post, PhD Hadith
Studies, College of Dawah and Fundamentals of the
Religion, Umm al Qura University, Makkah Al
Mukarramah.
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IMPORTANCE OF MARRIAGE
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Abdullah ibn Mas’ood reported that him and some of the
companions were with the Prophet Muhammad and he
said: “O young men, those of you who have the ability to
support a wife then let him do so, it helps in lowering the
gaze, and protects one from immorality. Whoever is not
able then let him fast, as it is a means of reducing sexual
desire.” (Saheeh Bukhari #5066, Saheeh Muslim #1400)
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CHOOSING A RIGHTEOUS WIFE
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Abu Hurairah reported that Allah’s Messenger said: “A
woman is married for four reasons/qualities: her wealth,
her lineage, her beauty, and her religion; choose the

religious one and may you prosper.” (Saheeh Bukhari
#5090, Saheeh Muslim #1466)
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MARRYING THE PERSON WHO HAS RELIGION
AND GOOD CHARACTER/BEHAVIOR
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Abu Hurairah reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“When someone with whose religion and character you
are satisfied with asks for your daughter’s hand in
marriage, accede to his request. If you do not do so there
will be temptation in the earth and extensive corruption."”
(Jami Tirmidthi #1084, Sunan Ibn Majah #1967 with an
acceptable chain of narration)
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GLANCING AT THE BRIDE BEFORE THE
WEDDING CONTRACT/PROPOSAL
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Jabir ibn Abdillah reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“When one of you proposes to marry a woman, if he is
able to look at what will induce him to marry her, then he
should do so.” (Sunan Abee Dawud #2082, Musnad
Imam Ahmed #14626 with a good chain of narration)
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IMPORTANCE OF THE WOMAN?'"S OPINION IN
MARRIAGE
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Abu Hurairah reported that Allah’s Messenger said: “A
previously-married woman should not be married until
she is consulted, and a virgin should not be married until
her consent is sought, and her consent is her silence.”
(Saheeh Bukhari #5136, Saheeh Muslim #1419)
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REDUCING THE BURDENS OF MARRIAGE
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Aishiah reported that Allah’s Messenger said: “From the
signs of a woman being blessed i1s the marriage
proposal/engagement prosses is made easy, the dowry is

made affordable, and she bears children easily.” (Musnad
Imam Ahmed #24478 with a good chain of narration)
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FULFILLING THE CONDITIONS OF MARRIAGE
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Ugbah ibn Aamir reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“The most important/deserving conditions that you
should fulfill are those conditions by which sexual

relations are made lawful (marriage contract) .” (Saheeh
Bukhari #2721, Saheeh Muslim #1418)
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IMPORTANCE OF THE GUARDIAN AND
WITNESSES IN MARRIAGE
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Abdullah ibn Umar reports that Allah’s Messenger said:
“There 1s no marriage without a guardian and two just
witnesses.” (Sunan Al Bayhaqee 3/21, a similar wording is
narrated in Saheeh ibn Hibaan #4075 with a good chain
of narration)
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SUPPLICATION FOR THE WIFE
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Abdullah ibn Amru reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“If any of you marries a woman or buys a servant he
should say: “O Allah I ask you for the good in her and in
the disposition You created in her. And I seek refuge from
the evil in her and in the disposition that You created in
her. If one buys a camel he should take hold of its hump
and say the same thing.” In another version of this hadith
it mentions: “Then you should put your hand on her
forehead, and supplicate for your wife or female servant.”
(Sunan Abee Dawud #2160, Sunan Al Kubaraa of An
Nisaa’ee #10069 with a fair chain of narration)

11
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SUPPLICATION OF BLESSINGS FOR BOTH
SPOUSES
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Abu Hurairah reported that whenever the Prophet
Muhammad would congratulate someone for getting
married he would say: “May Allah bless both of you, and
send blessings upon you and bring goodness between
you.” (Sunan Abee Dawud #2130, Jami Tirmidthi #1091
with a good chain of narration)
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SUPPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION OF
CHILDREN
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Abu Hurairah reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“Three supplications are answered without a doubt: the
supplication of the oppressed, the supplication of the
traveler, and the supplication of the parent for their
child.” (Sunan ibn Majah #3862 with a fair chain of
narration)

13
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THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF HAVING A LOT
OF CHILDREN
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Anas ibn Malik reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“Marry women who are loving and fertile, for I will boast
about your great numbers on the Day of Resurrection.”
(Musnad Imam Ahmed #13594, Sunan Abee Dawud
#2050, Sunan An Nisaa’ee #3227)
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THE FAMILY IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
BOTH SPOUSES
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Abdullah ibn Umar reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“All of you are guardians and all of you will be held
accountable for your flocks (those wunder your
authority/care/responsibility). The Imam is a guardian
and will be held accountable for his community. A man is
a guardian and will be held accountable for his family. A
woman is a guardian and will be held accountable for her
husband’s home and offspring. A servant is a guardian of
their master’s property and will be held accountable for it.
A son is a guardian of his father’s wealth and will be held
accountable for it. Surely, every one of you is a guardian
and are responsible for your constituents.” (Saheeh
Bukhari #893, Saheeh Muslim #1829)

15
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CHOOSING A GOOD NAME FOR
CHILDREN
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As Musayib ibn Hazn reported that his father went to the
Messenger of Allah and he asked him: “What is your
name?” He replied: “Hazn”. So the Prophet said: “But
you are Sahl.” So he replied: “I will not change the name
that my father named me with.” Ibnul Musayib said:
“Since then, harshness has been in our demeanor and
behavior.” (Saheeh Bukhari #6190)

16
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GOOD TREATMENT BETWEEN SPOUSES
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Abu Hurairah reported that Allah’s Messenger was asked
about the best of women and he said: “The woman who
obeys her husband if she is ordered, pleases him when he
glances at her, and does not do anything he disapproves of
regarding herself or his wealth.”(Musnad Imam Ahmed #
#7501, Sunan Abee Dawud #1536, Jami Tirmidthi #1905,
Sunan Ibn Majah #3862 with a good chain of narration)

17
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OBLIGATIONS OF THE SPOUSES

Brom Uy i il e A s 02323 (1 9 yee 0216
wﬁtw\m ‘z..uj.ucouss mw\d}@@ﬂojz\
OB £ D sl 1o sl 0B @5 Taegy 5 e
u.ubu\ 'Y\ 4;13.3).1.2 w u@mujil.a. Méu}c;{m
U*’UWD 4?\.‘4&3‘ .9umjvogm.9 Shad OB MkM Aoy
pilu\ Mo u@—ul.c \}.&)Wﬁi@b\uts 4CJ~QJ.¢ U2

l.c;«.iw ¢WFLM¢LWJ34LD@LMUO
Gfiﬁd&’ 034 s ‘U}"U:-’u-“(‘g‘“ﬂ 5 55 M SOl

U@JJ Bu.@.,.}\ Wou u\@kc u.@.ao-jm wﬂﬂ;
Tslabsy

>

Amr ibn Al Ahwas reported that he witnessed the farewell
Hajj with the Messenger of Allah and heard him thank
Allah and praise Allah, then he reminded the people and
admonished them. Then he said: “I advise you to treat
women kindly, for they are but captives with you whom
you have no right to treat them otherwise. Unless they
commit clear and open immorality and indecency. If they
do that, then do not sleep in the same bed as them.

18
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Then, if that doesn’t work; then spank them, but without
causing injury to them and without leaving any bruises or
marks. Then if they return to being obedient to you, then
do not seek further means to rectify them. You have rights
over women and your women have rights over you. Your
rights over them are that they should not allow anyone
you dislike to sit on your furniture/bedding, nor allow
anyone whom you dislike to enter your houses. And their
rights over you are that you should treat them kindly with
regard to their clothing and food.” (Jami Tirmidthi
#1163, Sunan Ibn Majah #1513 with a good chain of
narration)

19
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OBLIGATION OF THE WIFE BEING
OBEDIENT TO HER HUSBAND
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Abu Hurairah reported that Allah’s Messenger said: “If a
man invited his wife to bed for intimacy and she refuses,
while he spends the night angry; the angels curse her until
the morning.” (Saheeh Bukhari #3237, Saheeh Muslim
#1436)

20
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THE WARNING ABOUT BEING
UNGRATEFUL
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Abdullah ibn Amru reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“Allah will not look at a woman who does not thank her
husband, while she is dependent upon him.” (Sunan An
Nisaa’ee #9135, Mustadrak Al Hakim #2771 with a good
chain of narration)
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JOY AT THE BIRTH OF GIRLS
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Ugbah ibn Aamir reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“Do not dislike girls/daughters, for indeed they are the
precious and comforting companions.” (Musnad Imam
Ahmed #17411 with an acceptable chain of narration)
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THE VIRTUE OF RAISING GIRLS
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Abu Sa’eed Al Khudree reported that Allah’s Messenger
said: “Whoever has three daughters, or three sisters, or
two daughters, or two sisters and he keeps good company
with them and fears Allah regarding them, then he will
receive Paradise.” (Jami Tirmidthi #1916 with an
acceptable chain of narration)

23
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RAISING THE FAMILY UPON ‘IMAN!
(FAITH)
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Abdullah ibn Abbaas reported that the Messenger of
Allah said: “O young man, I shall teach you some
important words of advice: Be mindful of Allah and He
will protect you. Be mindful of Allah and you will find
Him in front of you. If you ask then ask Allah; and if you
seek help, then seek help from Allah. Be informed, that if
the whole world were to gather together to benefit you
anything, they would not be able to benefit you anything
except with what Allah has already prescribed for you.
And if the entire world were to gather together to harm
you with anything, they would not be able to harm you
except with what Allah had already written against you.
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The pens have lifted and the pages are dried.” (Musnad
Imam Ahmed #2669, Jami Tirmidthi #2516)

25
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RAISING CHILDREN UPON ESTABLISHING
THE PRAYER
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Abdullah ibn Amru reported that the Messenger of Allah
said: “Order your children to pray when they are seven
years old, and spank them (for not offering) for it when
they are ten years old. And separate the boys from the
girls in their bedrooms.” (Sunan Abee Dawud #495 with a
good chain)
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RAISING CHILDREN UPON LEARNING THE
QURAN
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Uthman ibn Affaan reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“The best of you are those who learn the Quran and teach
it to others.” (Saheeh Bukhari #5027)

27
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KINDNESS IN THE FAMILY
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Aishiah reported that Allah’s Messenger said: “If Allah

wants goodness in a household, then places kindness
between them.” (Musnad Imam Ahmed #24427)

28
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WORKING TOGETHER UPON ACTS OF
OBEDIENCE
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Abu Hurairah reported that Allah’s Messenger said: “May
Allah have mercy upon a man who gets up during the
night and prays, who wakens his wife and she prays; if she
refuses he sprinkles some water on her face. May Allah
show mercy to a woman who gets up during the night and
prays, who wakens her husband and he prays; if he refuses
she sprinkles water on his face.” (Sunan Abee Dawud
#1450, Sunan An Nisaa’ee #1609)
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OBLIGATION OF BEING DUTIFUL TO
ONE’S PARENTS
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Abdullah ibn Mas’ood asked the Messenger of Allah:
‘Which deeds are the most beloved to Allah?” The Prophet
replied: “Prayer in its proper time.” Then I asked: ‘What’s
next after that?” He said: “Being dutiful to one’s parents.”
Then I asked: “What’s next after that?” He said: “Fighting
for the sake of Allah.” Then he said: ‘The Prophet
informed me of these three, if I were to ask him more he
would have informed me of them.” (Saheeh Bukhari
#5970, Saheeh Muslim #85)
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BEING JUST WITH ONE'S CHILDREN
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An Nu’man ibn Basheer reported that his father gave him
a gift but Amrah bint Rawaha (my mother) said that she
would not agree with it until Allah’s Messenger witnesses
it. So my father went to Allah’s Messenger and said: ‘I
have given a gift to my son from Amrah bint Rawaha and
she demanded from me to make you as a witness to it, O
Messenger of Allah. So Allah’s Messenger asked: “Have
you given the like of it to all of your sons?” He replied in
the negative. Allah’s Messenger said: “Fear Allah, and be
just with your children.” My father then returned and
took back his gift.” (Saheeh Bukhari #2587, Saheech
Muslim #1623)
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MAINTAINING FAMILY TIES AND TIES
WITH NEIGHBORS
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Aishiah  reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“Maintaining family ties, good manners, and being a
good neighbor are all things that fill homes with goodness
and prolong one’s life/place blessings in his life.” (Musnad
Imam Ahmed #25259 with a good chain of narration)
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PROTECTING THE SECRETS OF THE
FAMILY

&\uwud\&cmﬂ\u.‘pjwdod\wuﬂ& 29

AR IG-TCD T UL wus).m oa O 0B T R

n - °/\»t° Qe ~ &

LQJ.AUJ.M @ 45@) AAOJj mub.o\ LSj LS"M JD-JJ\
Abu Sa’eed Al Khudree reported that Allah’s Messenger
said: “The wickedest of people in the Sight of Allah on
the Day of Resurrection is a man who is intimate with his

wife, and she with him, and he publicizes her secrets.”
(Saheeh Muslim #1437)
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PERMISSIBLE ENTERTAINMENT WITH
THE FAMILY
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Aishiah reported that on one occasion she was travelling
with Allah’s Messenger and she beat Allah’s Messenger in
a foot race. But when she grew older and put on some
weight, she raced him and he beat her. And he told her:
“This victory, is for the time you beat me.” (Sunan Abee
Dawud #2578, Sunan Ibn Majah #1979)
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LOWERING ONE’S GAZE FROM LOOKING
AT THE PROHIBITED
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Jareer ibn Abdillah reported that he asked Allah’s
Messenger about the sudden glances and he ordered me to
look away. (Saheeh Muslim #2159)
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GREAT REWARDS FOR SPENDING UPON
ONE’S FAMILY
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Abu Hurairah reported that Allah’s Messenger said: “A
dinar you spend for the sake of Allah, or to free a slave, or
as a charity you give to a needy person, or to support your
family; the one yielding the greatest reward is that which
you spend upon your family.” (Saheeh Muslim #995)
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ENRICHING ONE’S FAMILY MEMBERS
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Sa’d ibn Abee Waqqaas reported that he was sick (deathly
sick) and the Prophet Muhammad visited me and I said to
him: “O Allah’s Messenger, supplicate for me that Allah
does not take me in the land that I migrated from
(Makkah). The Prophet Muhammad said: “May Allah
grant you health and allow the people to benefit from
you.” He said: “I want to make a will, and I only have one
daughter and I want to grant her (via will) half of my
property.” The Prophet said: “Half is too much.” Sa’d
said: “Then I will grant her one-third”. The Prophet said:
“One-third is even too much.
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It is better for you to leave your heirs rich, than to leave
then poor and begging from the people. There is nothing
that you spend for the sake of Allah except that you will
be rewarded for it, even if it is a morsel of food you place
in your wife’s mouth.” (Saheeh Bukhari #2744, Saheeh
Muslim #1628)
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A WIFE GIVING CHARITY TO HER
HUSBAND
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Reytah the wife of Abdullah ibn Mas’ood, mother of his
son used to be a craftswoman, and at that time Abdullah
ibn Mas’ood didn’t have much money. She used to spend
upon him and upon his son from the earnings she would
get from her crafts. She said: “I swear by Allah, you and
your child have kept me from giving in charity. I am
unable to give anything in charity while supporting you
both. Abdullah said: “I don’t like it if you aren’t receiving
any reward in that, if you were to give in charity.”
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So she asked the Messenger of Allah and said to him: ‘O
Messenger of Allah I am a craftswoman, that I produce
crafts and sell them, and me, my husband and my child
don’t have anything to our name, and supporting them
has prevented me from giving in charity. Do I receive any
reward for supporting them and spending upon them?
The Prophet replied: “ You will have a reward for
whatever you spend upon them.” (Saheeh ibn Hibbaan
#4247 with a good chain of narration)
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THE CHILD'S WEALTH BELONGS TO
HIS/HER FATHER
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Abdullah ibn Amru reported that a man came to the
Prophet Muhammad and said: ‘My father consumed all
of my property/wealth.” So the Prophet replied: “You and
your property/wealth belong to your father. Your children
are from the best of your earnings, so enjoy/take from
their wealth.” (Musnad Imam Ahmed #7001, Sunan Abee

Dawud #3530, Sunan Ibn Majah #2292 with a good
chain of narration)
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THE HUSBAND HELPING HIS WIFE
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Abu Hurairah reported that he asked Aishah what the
Prophet Muhammad used to do inside his home? She
replied: “He used to keep himself busy by helping his
family members, i.e. servicing them-when the time for
prayer would come, he would get up and leave to attend
it.”(Sunan Abee Dawud #2194, Jami Tirmidthi #1184,
Sunan Ibn Majah #2039)
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PATIENCE WITH THE WIFE’S
SHORTCOMINGS
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Abu Hurairah reported that Allah’s Messenger: “Treat
women kindly, for a woman is created from a rib, and the
most curved part of the rib is the upper part. So if you
should try to straighten it, it will break, but if you leave it
as it 1s, it will remain crooked. So treat women nicely.”
(Sunan Abee Dawud #2194, Jami Tirmidthi #1184,
Sunan Ibn Majah #2039 with a good chain of narration)
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AVOID SUSPICION AMONGST FAMILY
MEMBERS
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Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah said:
“Beware of suspicion. Suspicion is the worst type of lie.
Do not spy, do not eavesdrop on each other. Do not
compete in evil with each other, do not envy one another,
do not despise one another, do not abandon/shun one
another; and be slaves of Allah, brothers together.”
(Saheeh Bukhari #5143, Saheeh Muslim #2563)
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WARNING AGAINST REQUESTING
DIVORCE
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Thowbaan reported that Allah’s Messenger said: “Any
woman who requests divorce from her husband without a
valid reason, then the fragrance of Paradise will be
forbidden to her.” (Sunan Abee Dawud #2226, Jami
Tirmidthi #1187, Sunan Ibn Majah #2055 with a good
chain of narration)
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WARNING AGAINST DISOBEYING
PARENTS
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Abdullah ibn Amru reported that Allah’s Messenger said:
“The pleasure of Allah is in the pleasure of the parents,
and the anger of Allah is with the anger of the parents.”
(Jami Tirmidthi #1899, Saheeh ibn Hibbaan #429 with a
good chain of narration)
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