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O servants of Allah, | advise you and myself to

fear Allah.

Indeed, the fear of Allah is the key to guidance,
the door to repentance, and the path of the
righteous.

Servants of Allah,

Among the greatest stories in Islam, and the
most impactful upon hearts, is the story of a
man who began his life in the darkness of sin,
yet ended it as an imam from among the



leaders of guidance, a scholar of Makkah, and a
lasting example of the vast mercy of Allah.

This is the story of Fudayl ibn ‘lyad, may Allah
have mercy upon him.

Servants of Allah, Fudayl ibn ‘lyad in the early
part of his life was a highway robber.

He would raid the caravans of traders and
merchants travelling through the deserts, steal
their wealth, and terrify those who were
thinking about travelling near his
neighborhood.

His name struck fear into the hearts of
travelers, and his path was one of crime and
disobedience.

But O servants of Allah,

Allah had not yet closed the door of mercy
upon him.



One night, Fudayl went out as he usually did to
commit a sin.

He climbed up a wall, intending to watch the
woman he was in love with through the
window.

While he was atop the wall, he heard a man
reciting the words of Allah Most High:

“Has the time not come for the hearts of those
who believe to humble themselves to the
remembrance of Allah?”

(Qur’an 57:16)
Fudayl stopped in his place...

His heart trembled, his body shook, and he said
words that would change the course of his life
forever:



“Yes, by Allah... the time has come. The time
has come.”

He climbed down from the wall, his heart
broken, and he wept intensely.

He said, “O my Lord, | repent to You. O Allah
forgive me. O Allah | repent to you now”
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Fudayl fled from the sin and searched for a
place to spend the night.

There, he overheard a group of people saying to
one another,

“Let us not travel tonight, for Fudayl is on the
road and he will rob us.”

Fudayl began to cry and said,

“Am | the one who terrifies the servants of
Allah? Am | the one who frightens them?”

That very night, Fudayl announced his sincere
repentance, and he began the journey of
returning to Allah.
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Servants of Allah,

His repentance was not merely tears—it was a
complete transformation.

He abandoned sin.



He sought knowledge.
He kept company with scholars.
He struggled against his own soul.

Until he became one of the great scholars of
Makkah, and one of the leaders of asceticism,
humility, and piety.

Imam al-Shafil, may Allah have mercy upon
him, said about him: “Fudayl ibn ‘lyad is my
teacher”

Fudayl used to say: “Only the one who truly
knows Allah truly fears Him.”

And when he recited the Qur’an, he would
weep until he would lose consciousness.
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Servants of Allah,



This story teaches us profound lessons:

-No one is far from repentance and no ones sins
are too terrible for Allah to forgive...

If Allah accepted the repentance of a highway
robber, then who is beyond hope?

-A single verse can change a life

One word from the Qur’an, if it reaches the
heart, can overturn an entire lifetime. Open the
Quran today, it will change you life.

-Sincerity with Allah creates greatness

Fudayl was not honored because of his past,
but because of his repentance.

-Never belittle yourself

You do not know—after repentance, Allah may
grant you a rank greater than you ever
imagined.

O believers,



The story of Fudayl ibn ‘lyad is not merely a
story from history—it is a mirror for our own
hearts.

We learn from this story that guidance is in the
hands of Allah alone.

People may judge you by your past, but Allah
looks at your heart, your actions, and your
future.

The one who was feared by travelers became
someone whose name is honored in the
mosques of Makkah.

The second lesson: do not delay repentance.
Fudayl did not say, “I will repent tomorrow.”
He did not say, “l will change later.”

One verse reached his heart, penetrated his
soul, and he responded immediately.

How many verses have we heard?



How many reminders have we ignored?

The third lesson: true repentance requires
action.

Fudayl did not simply regret—he changed his
environment, his companions, and his direction
in life.

Repentance is not only leaving the sin; it is
walking toward Allah. Leaving off bad habits,
bad friends, bad environments, changing your
surroundings; being around people who uplift
you and benefit you.

And the final lesson: never despair of Allah’s
mercy.

Allah turned a criminal into a scholar,
a robber into a teacher of imams,

and a sinner into a symbol of sincerity.



If Allah could do that for Fudayl ibn ‘lyad,

then what can He do for you and me?
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