Day of Al Furgan, 17™ of Ramadan
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O servants of Allah, fear Allah as He deserves to be feared.

We are living through the blessed days of Ramadan.

A month Allah made a season of faith and forgiveness.



A month in which the Qur’an was revealed as guidance for
mankind.

And within it are the greatest nights of the entire year.

O servants of Allah, in these days of Ramadan we remember a
great day in Islamic history.

A day Allah Himself called the Day of Criterion, the day of Al
Furgan, the day of Distinction, the 17*" of Ramadan...

The day when truth and falsehood were separated.

The day when light and darkness were distinguished.

The day the believers were victorious over their enemies.
Allah says:

“And what We sent down to Our servant on the Day of
Criterion, the day the two armies met.”

The army of the believers that was about 300 companions, and
the army of the kuffar that were over one thousand soldiers...

That day was the Battle of Badr.

The Prophet £ and his companions went out few in number,
but immense in faith.

Just over three hundred believers. Outnumbers 3 to 1...

With little weaponry, hardly any armor, any horses, little to
nothing to protect themselves, and no massive army.



Facing nearly a thousand soldiers.

Yet their hearts were attached to Allah. Their bodies and limbs
ready to submit to the Prophet Muhammad’s commands...

Their souls relied completely upon Allah.

On the night of Badr the Prophet £ stood raising his hands to
the sky. He supplicated with a prayer that shakes the heart.

He said: “O Allah, if this small group is destroyed, You will not
be worshipped on earth.”

Allah responded:
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"Remember’ when you cried out to your Lord for help, He

answered, “I will reinforce you with a thousand angels—
followed by many others.”

And then the help of Allah descended from the heavens.
Allah sent down the angels to aid the believers in battle.
He strengthened the believers.

He granted them victory on a day never forgotten.

A day recorded in history.

A day preserved in the Qur’an.

O servants of Allah, we learn from the battle of Badr that took
place on this exact same day of Ramadan, that true victory does



not come through large numbers and crowds of people, yelling
and screaming in the streets, nor through worldly power,
technology, and weapons alone.

Rather true victory comes through submitting to Allah
completely, depending upon him alone, relying upon Him first
and foremost, while having certainty that His aid will come to us
if we are sincere in our hearts and actions.. Submitting to Him
alone and relying upon him first and foremost are the two
foundational sources of strength for the believers in all times
and places.

Brothers and sisters in Islam, In these nights of Ramadan we
should remember that the greatest battle in a believer’s life
here in Frederick is not the battle of swords.

Rather, for us it is the battle of the heart. The struggle to remain
steadfast in obedience to Allah. The struggle to pray on time.
The struggle to not be influenced negatively and immorally by
the surroundings and society we live in. Our battle on this 17t
day of Ramadan is a battle and fight against one’s nafs (soul),
and the whisperings of shaytaan and his allies.

May Allah give us strength to be victorious on this 17t" day of
Ramadan as the companions were during the Battle of Badr.
May Allah aid us against all of our enemies, those apparent and
inapparent.
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O servants of Allah, as we approach the last ten nights,

we are approaching the greatest nights of the year.

The Prophet £ exerted himself intensely during these nights.
He would wake his family

and revive the nights with worship.

Within them is a night better than a thousand months.

A night in which angels descend.

A night when the doors of mercy open.

A night in which sins are forgiven for those who stand in prayer
with faith. Nights that Allah frees people from the Hellfire.

So do not neglect it.
O servants of Allah, perhaps this Ramadan may be our last.

Perhaps these nights are our final opportunities.



Turn to Allah with humble hearts, with eyes that shed tears,

and with souls full of devotion.
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O servants of Allah, on the day of Badr the Prophet  raised his
hands to the sky, calling upon his Lord with a sincere and
desperate heart.

Allah opened the gates of the heavens, and angels descended
to support the believers.

That was the Day of Criterion, the day of the battle of Badr.
Today, as we approach the Night of Decree,

the angels descend once again by the command of their Lord—
not for the battle of swords, but for the battle of hearts.

Whoever turns to Allah with sincerity in supplication as the
people of Badr did, then the Lord of victorious day of Badr for
the believers is the same Lord of Laylat al-Qadr.
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"Remember’ when you cried out to your Lord for help, He
answered, “I will reinforce you with a thousand angels—
followed by many others.”

L AR G 0 F Aegwtnn 4340 Tl 14 AT C IR L SO TP

L (S8 O G ey st @ K s ) 26

Y~ 4 U\ T PR 2% gt 0% W%

T ool (W% e q-. - - Ay oA% 95 N3 1<% @11

N gl 1aa da5 laa ) &l o, Y L) 2l

Gy - ° R N - <% o (%

Al (e (3o 5 5085 Aad 5y Hial) 1 Ul als

& oyanas E o f oz (F& o .t

Lo 58 GLaAT 381K ) 231

(e ) 2?3 O

3 @ s A w2l a¥s

H@J\J;ﬂd\@\ﬂ.&ﬁ

- ,52 %~ /3'5 <Y o % - }\.au,a -~ _ . :a,c °7~° “ %03 ;{", j)ﬁ
¢Caaan) g3 W e 5 ol saeall fpa Lgad Blad) 5 ¢ ydall 4l Balhy 22100

fmm 5 ol oy 2205 1 e A (o ettty 23 20
Oranl

O Allah, among us are hearts weighed down by sins,
and eyes longing to weep before You.

Do not allow us to leave Ramadan except that You have forgiven
us.



O Allah, we do not know whether we will reach another
Ramadan after this one or not.

So conclude this month for us with mercy, forgiveness, and
freedom from the Fire.

O Allah, if we have done good, then accept it from us.
And if we have fallen short, then pardon us.

Indeed You are the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
O Allah allow us to reach Laylat al-Qadr.

Make us among those accepted on that night.

Forgive all our sins.

Grant victory to Islam and the Muslims.

And send peace and blessings upon our Prophet Muhammad.



