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All praises are due to Allah, we seek His aid, His
forgiveness, we seek refuge in Allah from the evil of
our selves and our evil deeds. Whomever Allah guides
none can misguide him and whomever is misguided
only Allah can guide him. I bare witness that there is
no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone and I
bare witness that Muhammad is Allah’s final servant
and messenger.
The best of speech is the speech of Allah and the
best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad. The
worst of affairs are the newly invented affairs in the
religion, and every newly invented affair in the religion
is a misgunidance and every misguidance is in the
hellfire.
My dear beloved brothers and sisters.....Fear Allah
and be conscious of Him and do not die except in a
state of complete submission to him as a Muslim.
From one of the most beneficial things that a
believer can do in this [ifetime, to aid and assist one in
getting closer to Allah... is thinking and pondering
over Allah’s amazing and magnificent signs that
surround us here on this earth.
Contempiating over Aliah’s creation of the heavens,
the earth, the trees, the sun, the moon, the trees, the
day, the night...pondering over the precise rising and
setting of the sun, the organization of the stars and the
planets, the descending of rain when the plant growth
and animals are in need, the sending of winds to scatter
the seeds and pollen to different places in the earth,
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and even the changing of the seasons...Indeed all of

these are signs of Allah’s perfection, power, strength

and might...

Allah mentions in the Quran:
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‘Indeed in the creation of the heavens and the earth,

and the changing of the night and the day...are signs

for those who possess intellects’
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And when this verse was revealed the Prophet
Muhammad said: ‘Indeed tonight a great verse was
revealed to me, and woe to the one who recites it but
does not think and ponder over it’s meaning’.
So ponder and think by beloved brothers and
sisters, think about Allah’s verses in the Quran and
also look, observe and ponder Allah’s sings in the
creation which surround us here on the earth.
From the signs and occurences within the creation
that deserve our pondering, observing and thinking

A -
about...g the four seasons, and especially the season
we are currently in now....winter....
Indeed, the cold weather, the frost, the cold rain and
wind, the trees becoming barren of leaves, and grass
becoming dead and dried up, verily these are all clear
and decisive proofs of Allah’s greatness, ability and
might.
Just a couple of months ago we were experiencing
the hot and humid weather of summer, and searching
for everymeans to cool off, such as air conditioners,

fans, and #swimming: ..now we are trying to keep
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ourselves warm with jackets, sweaters, scarves, boots
and heaters. The hot summer sun that some were

trying fo ayoid b bec use of jt’s extreme heat, nowg# .- ¢ Flad

 winter weare cammfaried b 46 %y rays and
warmth...Have we glven thls any I:houghég %ave these
occurrences increased our faith in p and
given us more certainty that indeed Allah is all wise
and able to do all things.

spring to the heat of summer, and the humidity of
summer to the dryness of autumn, and the dryness of
autumn, to the cold of winter.

Glory be to Allah who made the plant growth, grass
and trees to be green and full of life and fruits in the
spring and summer, and then caused the leaves to
change colors from green, to red, to orange, to yellow,
then to fall off the trees and die....Indeed within this is

@. .and what it contams of Snow, hall cold rain,
frost, cold winds, lack of plant growth...all of these
things are clear signs from Allah that are proofs of
Allah' power, might and complete ability that
necessitates that we affirm and confirm Allah’s
complete and perfect Lordship and that He has nq’
partners. -

So fear Allah my brothers and sisters and let us be
from amongst those JWho think and ponder over Allah’s
verses and signs, ‘and benefit from acting upon them to
get closer to Him.
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Those with intellectsshould ponder and think about
Allah’s many signs contained in the creation, so that
they can be used as lessons and reminders to remind
one of Allah’s magnificence and greatness.

The cold weather we’re experiencing these days
should be used as a reminder and lesson for the
believer, and the pondering over these things should
lead one to do righteous actions. It is of no benefit to
just think and ponder over the changing of the seasons
and the coldness of winter if it doesn’t aid one in
getting closer to Allah, and lead one to doing the things
whlch are most beneficxal during those times.

Mthemmmpeople who get annoyed and

\

€ason gag

1
Lol |

9 d i?tm d M5 i o F
upset about the wmter season and it’s cold weather, "2 .5 e sleefli g o

;_:,;:_-..J.; EBV-are-annovyead hyineneatanu mnn ...=r.':"s"-"~ chf‘&"f.ﬂN\ﬁ i

!\-.‘ € _:< Y

v
| . S

o)

"~

N

SIAWN §

wisdoms and benefits W1thm &enf that many ofus  “*¢ JZ\ '++rwt<
er an TEG :
van 1" 9¢ of

may know and many of us may not know, but indeed
Allah knows these benefits. Each season contains
things that the other season does not, if it was summer
all year round, then the benefits of winter would not be
realized, and if it was winter all year round the benefits
of summer would not be realized as well.
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And from Allah’s blessings upon us is that He
recommended and legislated actions of worship for
certain times throughout the year so that we have more
opportunities to get closer to Allah and do the things he
loves and is pleased with.

My#&64# beloved brothers and sisters, the winter
season that we are currently entering, and that many
people are annoyed or upset about...we find that the
righteous p_rede$essors used to be happy, give glad
tidings and Jook forward to the winter season ...

The righteous predecessors wouldn’t be concerned too
much about the cold weather, even though many of
them couldn’t find anything at all to warm their
bodies...They were busy gathering up the ‘easy spoils
or the easy rewards’ that the prophet Muhammad
called ‘al ghaneemal al baaridah’
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‘Fasting in the winter is the easily earned reward’
So the prophet mentioned that the reward for
fasting in the winter is like the easily gathered spoils
during a battle.
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Welcome to the winter season, which contains many
blessings, the night is long for praying and the day is
short for fasting.
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‘Should I not inform you about the ‘al Ghaneemah
al baridah’ (easy earnings), they said: Of course, so he
replied: Fasting in the winter and praying at night in
the winter.’
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Umar ibn al Khataab said: ‘winter is the
‘ghaneemah’ (spoils or easily earned reward) for the
worshippers, this was explained by al Hasan al Basree
when he said: ‘What a blessed time the winter is for
the believer, the night is long so he can pray and the
day is short so he can fast.’
So as we can see that the righteous predecessors
showed great concern to benefiting from their days and
nights during the winter season, filling their nights
with ‘tahajud’ and their days with fasting.
This is our opportunity my beloved brothers and
sisters to receive great rewards with such little effort,
fasting now in the winter is only 11 hours a day...and
one has 12 hours to pray at night...indeed Allah is
most generous and great....O Allah Enable us to be
from amongst those who think about this and act upon
these things so as to seek your pleasure and forgiveness
O Allah.
Similiarly, the winter season should remind us of our
less fortunate brothers and sisters who may not have a
home, or clothing to keep them or their children warm,
so let us thank Allah for what he has blessed us with by
working together to fulfill the needs of those less
fortunate by buying clothing, blankets, jackets and
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maybe heaters for them. For as the Prophet said: Mgy H’;rj
whoever removes a hardship for his fellow Muslim in # uw:,\ - v
this world, Allah will remove hardships for him on the J\Q‘}\Qm\““ by
day of resurrection. €% : \“
\ATid finally, we are coming up upon two non-Muslim N
holidays Christmas and the other is New Years. M[ & 1,\
It is prohibited for Muslims to celebrate Christmas and as .
New Years as well, and other Christian festivals solely }a(é e
because they are innovations and have no basis in ’F’{ N
Islam. And celebrating these festivals contains :
imitating of the non-Muslims and their religious A
practices. R : j’M -
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