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It was narrated that ibn ‘Umar said:

“} was with the Messenger of Allah {£) and a man from among the Ansar
came to him and greeted the Prophet (=) with Salam. Then he said: ‘O
Messenger of Allzh, which of the believers is best? He said: ‘He who has
the best manners among them.” He said: “Which of them is wisest?’ He
said: ‘The one who remembers death the most and is best in preparing for

my

it. Those are the wisest.

Servants of Allah, brothers and sisters in faith....Increase in piety and
consciousness of Allah for indeed you do not know that if the night comes
that we will live until Fajr. How many brides were beautified for their
husbands but on their wedding night their souls were taken. How many of
our youngsters are we hoping to have long lives, but many of they passed
away in their young age and went to their graves. How many healthy
people have died suddenly without any cause of sickness, and how many
sick people have lived extremely leng lives. How many young men have
been wasting their time throughout the day and the night, and his shroud
for his burial has already been prepared for him. How many of those
living in their castles and mansions in the morning, have woken up and
found themselves in the grave in the evening.

Remain sincere, and constantly do good deeds, so that you will receive
great rewards and bounties. Continuously have tagwa of Allah for indeed
it is safety and security during the gathering of souls on the day of
resurrection.

From the recommendations of our rightaous predecassors and the
prophets was to frequently remind ourselves about death, as the prophet
Muhammad said: “Frequently remember the destroyer of pleasures”.




I remind myself and all of you to fear Allah wherever you are, in your
homes, in your offices, in your cars, in public, in private, when your alone
and when your with others.

h addresses the believers in the Quran saying:

............
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O you who believe, do not let your wealth and your children divert you
from remembrance of Allah . And whoever does that - then they are from
amongst the losers. And spend in our cause from what We have provided

you with before death approaches one of you and he says, "My Lord, if

only You would delay me for a brief term so | would give charity and be
among the righteous." But never will Aliah delay a soul when its time has
. come. And Aliah is Acoguainted with what vous do”

Don’t let this worldly life distract you, deceive you and keep you so busy
that you forget about Aliah, forget about praying, forget about fasting,
forget about giving charity...

Much of what we experience and see happening around us in our world
today can be distracting, disheartening and depressing...But we shouid try
to learn lessons from what we see happening around us and try to take
those lessons to sirengthen our relationship with Allah...One thing that
we see that has become widespread around us is the loss of lives, murder,
killings, and death...We all see this on the news, on the internet, in the
newspaper..we read the articies and what the newscasts...but how many
of us really take heed and use thes tragic incidents as a reminder to
ourselves.....that we too are going to die someday...maybe today, maybe
tomorrow, maybe next year, maybe 50 years from now....but certainly
death is real and it is a fact that no one can deny...

What will we say when the angel of death comes to take our souls, and
there will be no coming back to this earth to glorify Allah, to praise Aliah,



to pray to Ailah, to read Quran, to give charity...all of our opportunities to
do good deeds will come to a halt. Allah reminds us in the Quran:
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For those who were in a state of heedlessness, until, when death comes
to one of them, he says, "My Lord, send me back. That | might do
righteousness in that which | left behind." No! It is only a word he is
saying; and behind them is a barrier until the Day they are resurrected.

When death strikes us brothers and sisters it will be too late to start

praying, too late to start memorizing Quran, too late to start practicing, T\ v,

too late to start giving charity...Many of us are enjoying the pleasures of
this worldly life, but what will be our situation when the destroyer of
pleasures comes? The destroyer of pleasures doesn’t care about our baing
rick or noor, doesn’t care ak.out uc being healthy or sick, dogsn’t cars
about us being young or old, doesn’t care about our jobs, our professions,
our businesses, our money, cur wealth, our properties, or cur social
statuses. Every single one of us is awaiting the destroyer of pleasures, we
are all waiting to meet him, but he is waiting for no one, we are all fearful
of him, but he isn’t scared of anyone...

Allah says in the Quran:
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Every soul shall taste death

With all of the issues and affairs that people differ and debate about, this
is one thing that is 100 certain that is undebatable.

No matter where we are, in America, Pakistan, India, Saudia Arabia,
Egypt, Harrisburg, Mechanicsburg, Steelton, or south 12" street, not
matter if you are living in a straw shack in the middle of the woods in the
Appalachian mountains, or iiving in a camel hair tent in Arabia, or living in



a lofty and luxurious mansion in Hagerstown with the highest level
security system, indeed death will take us all, as Aliah says:
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Wherever you are, death wiil overtake you, even if you should be within
towers of lofty construction.

Each day that passes, each breath we take, each day we go to our places
of work, is but a closer day to our end, a closer day to the meeting with
our creator and maker. Perhaps some of us think that death is yet a
distance away from us and we will not taste death until a later age, after
we start praying, and fasting and practicing, or perhaps we think that it
will come when we are better prepared for it...wake up brothers and
sisters and know that it can come at any time...and for this reason the

prophet Muhammad advised us to frequently remember the destroyer of
nleasures when he said: '
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When we are constantly reminded about the reality of this life and the
reality of death and what follows it, our attachment to this world and it’s
adornments lessens, and our hearts become detached from it, and the
striving to attain the temporary things of this world becomes insignificant
and futile in comparison to the life of the hereafter and the pleasure of
Allah becomes our soui objective. So we then use the opportunities in this
world such as wealth, health, time, intelligence, to earn the pleasure of
Allah and the reward in the hereafter.

Allah reminds us about the reality of this world all throughout the Quran,
one of the verses is what Allah say:
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He is the one who created death and life to test those of you who will do
the best deeds.
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Who will pass the test? Will our grades be the same or will they be

different? Some will get A+, some people will get B’s, or C’s or D’s and
some people will even Flunk...In school you can retake the test, but in the
school of life, there’s no going back to retake the tast...

Prepare yourselves O servants of Aliah, prepare yourselves and ponder
over death and its bitter difficulties. Death is a promise that will come
true. Let those who are hoarding wealth in this world, be reminded that
the only wealth you will have in the hereafter is your white sheet and
your good deeds. Let those who think they are better than everyone else
and don’t want to befriend those who may be of a lesser social class or
status than them, that your companions in your grave will be worms,
ants, centipedes and roaches. Let the one who thinks he's too good to
sleep on the floor, that the earth and dirt will be your mattress after you
die. Let those who are constantly obsessed with the cleanliness of their
suits and ties..and brushineg off every speck of dirt. that your brothers will
be rushing to place you in your graves, and be throwing dirt all over you....

Death and the grave are coming soon brothers and sisters...after our
friends sitting next to us today carry us to the graveyard and bury us
under the soil, we will hear them walking away, and never hear their
voice or footsteps again..now you're all alone, in darkness, in the cold,
the grave will become narrow, quiet, no one to comfort you...except your
good deeds here in this world...So are we prepared to meet Allah, and
what are we doing to get ready for that meeting? Observe your deeds and
make sure they are sincerely for Allah and in accordance to the Prophetic
Sunnah of Muhammad. Take account of yourselves before we’re all taken
account of by Aliah on the Day of Resurrection.



Second Khutbh

The destroyer of pleasures...Cannot be avoided...He’s coming for you, for
me, and for every living creature on the face of this earth... Allah says:
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And the stupor of death will come in truth; that is what you were trying to
avoid.

No matter what we do brothers and sisters we cannot avoid death, nor
delay it in any way....when the appointment time comes, there is no
coming late...an appointment that we can’t miss or try to reschedule... no
matter who we are, who much money we have, what status we’ve
acquired, or mansion we live in or investments we have....

Allah reminds us:
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Everyone has an appointed term, and when that appointment comes
there is no delaying, or advancing it for even one moment. No doctor, no
medication, no therapist can delay our appointed terms, when death
comes, there is not stopping it and no going back.

Brothers and sisters in Islam indeed Death is true and real, and he who
thinks that dying in this world is the final stage of one’s existence, after
which there will be no accountability, no paradise or no hellfire, then this
person is in serious error. If this was the case then there would have been
no wisdom behind the creation of this world and the creation of human
beings and all people would have been equally at rest after death. The
believer and the non-believer would be the same, the murderer and his
victim would be the same, the oppressor and the oppressed would be the
same, the obedient and the disobedient would be the same, the adulterer
and the chaste one would be the same, the one who doesn’t pray and
who does prav would be the same...and so on...Allah says in the Quran:
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Those who disbelieve pretend and claim that they will never be
resurrected. Indeed all of you will certainly be resurrected, then you will
be informed and recompensed for what you usad to due in this world.

Everything big and smali that we do, say, believe, and think is being
written down in a book that will be presented to each and every one of us
on the day of resurrection.

Death indeed is a great affliction solely because the opportunities for the
believer to do more righteous deeds comes to a halt.

So why are we talking about death today brothers and sisters...When we
are reminded of death it encourages us to prepare for it before it
comes...It makes us content and satisfied with little in this dunya. It
makes us inclined and focused on the hereafter and obedience to Allah. It
makes wc))rHI&IQ ha_l_'d_srhips seern insignificant...it prevents one from greed
and extravagance...It encourages one to repent and make up for what one
missed in the past. It softens the heart, makes the eyes shed tears and
assist one in becoming committed to Islam...It makes a person humble
and prevents arrogance and oppression. It makes a person kind and
forgiving towards his fellow brothers and sisters in Islam. Remembering
death helps us learn from our past mistakes, it helps us Fix those
relationships we may have spoiled, it helps us Take advantage of the time
we have left while Being thankful that time as well.

Those that remember death frequently will be granted three important
things: A rapid repentance from sins, mistakes and shortcomings...A
content heart and enthusiasm to worship Allah and eagerness to be more
obedient to Allah and His Messenger, and aiding the believers. And the
one who is scared to talk about death, or neglects the rememberance of
death will be afflicted with three negative things: a delay in their
repentance to Allah, discontentment and laziness in worshipping Allah,



and heedlessness in regards to the importance of obeying Allah and His
messenger.

Some things that can remind us of death:

Read the Quran and Read the Books of Hadith

Visit the graveyards and supplicating for the dead

Visit the places where the dead are washed and prepared for buria!
Visiting people who are dying and reminding them to utter the

PN p

shahadah in Cancer treatment centers, Retirement homes

Attending muslim funerals and janazah prayers and burials

. Pondering over the current events in the world today that are filled
with death, murder and wars.

o v

We ask Allah to soften our hearts, to purify our souls, our intentions and
our actions and accept them from us. And we ask Allah to enable us to

S “remermberthe destroyerof pleastressdeztiisc that we can hastily repant

to him and make sure our deeds are in accordance with the Quran and
Sunnah, and increase in our worship and obedience to Him.
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