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Brothers and Sisters in Islam, Allah’s magnificent signs are all
around us, the sun, the moon, the trees, the snow, the ice, the
birds...but there are also some signs of Allah that are with us
every time we drive into our driveways, put the key in our
doors and enter into our homes. When your wife, son or
daughter opens the door and greets you after coming home
from a hard day at work. When you enter the house and smell
the biryani and kabsa cooking on the stove. All of these are
blessings from Allah that deserve our thanks and
rememberance. Indeed our families are blessings right in front
of our eyes that many of us tend to forget about.

Our families are those who are there for us in times of need,
times of distress, times of hardship and difficulties. Having a
family is a great blessing from Allah.

Good families are the source and foundation of good

communities.

And The piety of a family is dependant upon the piety of the
individual members of the family, and the piety of a
community is likewise dependant upon the piety of the families
who make up the community.



f

2

Brothers and sisters in Islam, our religion attaches great
importance to the family, how it is established and how to keep
it together. For the Muslim family to keep up it’s high rank and
status, then it needs to maintain a state of love and harmony,
and we need to find within our families feelings of kindness,
affection, and mercy. This starts off with the husband and wife,
as Allah says:

‘;S.\.ud.’.;_gl.g_d‘ \Mhl})\e&w\uﬂeﬁdhu‘ﬂu‘w}
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“And among His Signs is this, that He created for you wives
from among yourselves, that you may find repose in them, and
He has put between you affection and mercy.” (Ar-Ruum: 21).

Allah also says:
2:187 -* 5 ol &5 &0 G

“They are Libaas [i.e. body cover, or screen, or Sakan, (i.e.
you enjoy the pleasure of living with her)] for you and you are
the same for them.” (Al-Bagarah: 187).

The Qur’an made it clear to married couples that each of them
is essential to the other. Allah says:

-1 AL 55 e s 33al 5 el 3 WIS (1) 4
7:189
“It is He Who has created you from a single person (Adam),
and (then) He has created from him his wife [Hawwa’ (Eve)],

in order that he might enjoy the pleasure of living with her.”
(Al-A’araaf: 189).
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Allah created male and female and bound them together in
marriage so that they can enjoy living together, help one
another, support one another and have children as well. It
cannot be imagined that one could lead a normal, human life if
the normal family structure was eliminated. And unfortunately,
we have some who are trying to break down and destroy the
traditional family structure. They are Those who promote
indecency and immorality such as gay marriage laws and same
sex relationships. Because of this we find that many houses are
filled with two fathers or two mothers as parents, and this has
led to the rise of single moms and dads and the decline of two-
parent households. This has led to children being indoctrinated
in schools that it’s ok to choose your gender, and it’s ok to
have two moms or dads at home. When you examine many of
the families here in the West today, you will find that families
are disintegrating and the parents cannot control their children,
whether intellectually or morally. The son has the right to go
wherever he wants and do whatever he wants; the daughter has
the right to sit with whoever she wants and sleep with whoever
she wants, all in the name of freedom and rights. And what is
the result? Broken families, children born outside marriage,
(elderly) mothers and fathers who are not looked after. As a
wise man once said: ‘If you want to know the true nature of a
people, go to the prisons and the hospitals and convalesant
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Today the family structure in general and specifically the
Muslim family is being attacked by all angles, and those
pointing the arrows are aimed at shaking its very foundations,
by undoing the family ties, spoiling the women’s character and
her manners, teaching her @ be independent, telling her to
ApaT 50 \ .
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discard tradltlonal farnlly values, calling her to dress
immodestfy, 422 ' patatigg her beauty for everyone to
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Brothers and sisters in Islam...we need to ask ourselves... if
our families our destroyed, will there then remain any Muslim
nation? And what will be the status of this nation?

So what do we have to do as Muslims to protect our families..
and protect our youth from being negatively influenced by SR oar
these faulty examples of families‘? The first is be reminded

about our responsibilities. (@Y .t
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Servants of Allah....Verily Islam gives each family member

important duties, responsibilities and roles to fulfill.

Fathers, who are the maintainers of their families, are

_ responsible for their wives and children. Respensible for

maintaining them financially, physically, emotionally, as well
as intellectually. The man is responsible to fulfil all of this
wife’s and children’s needs according to his ability. In his
absence, the wife is responsible for their children and teaching
them Islamic manners and etiquettes. The children are to listen
and obey, and respect the rights of fathers and mothers, on a
basis of love and respect.

In order for the father to fulfil his duties and be an example for
his family, then the father must first honor and respect his
mother, so that his children will learn from his example and
honor and respect their mother as well.

It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with
him) said: A man came to the Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) and said, “O Messenger of



Allaah, who among people is most deserving of my good

company?” He said, “Your mother.” He asked, “Then who?”

He said, “Your mother.” He asked, “Then who?” He said, ; Ny
“Your mother.” He asked, “Then who?” He said, “Then your : Yo yel ]0 r

father.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 5626; Muslim, 2548) & , a;}d*”*F:’rkv"f bl
oV W
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Also The father must honor, respect and be good to his wife, ~ p» iy

as It was narrated that ‘Aa’ishah said: the Messenger of Allaah %) 526"
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The best of
you are those who are best to their wives, and I am the best of

ou to my wives.” (Narrated and classed as hasan by al- "
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The father must also honor and respect his daughters as well, It
was narrated from Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri that the Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:
“Whoever has three daughters or three sisters, or two daughters
or two sisters, and takes good care of them and fears Allaah
with regard to them, will enter Izaradise.” (Narrated by Ibn X N
Hibbaan in his Saheeh, 2/190) ;:}T:;h y ool 3 ;‘*{gﬂ"‘nd’ﬂ{”w ey M‘(\Pf Pl
AY3AD, Ko o help hert Tngtied” avomnd wx
So in order for the family unit and structure to remain strong
brothers and sisters.... the Father, who is the maintainer of the
family must be the best example of proper Islamic knowledge,
righteousness,  affection, = mercy, compassion, and
responsibility. May  pla N make ws  g09Q Q«NN‘\*S & “"‘"é '
leadels of onr fmiles cnd [ergive ws 60 our shalteomings -

Second Khutbah

Brothers and sisters in Islam! Building a family on a sound,
rational basis is not an easy task, it is a very difficult duty that
requires preparation and planning. Family life is not all fun and
games; rather it is a series of responsibilities and duties.
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The head of a household is required to strike a balance between
his work, his acts of WOI‘Shlp and being free for his_ famll ; t0

B
give each one it’s due, the rights of the wife, 4x _':
the chlldren% If?he head of the household is unable to make
time to sit by himself or with members of the family to talk to
them and listen to them, later on, when it is too late to do so, or
is no longer possjble, he wil] regret not havm made the time.

6 cs)ft‘récwf\ ‘-}V‘ yovf (G'W\\ ie_) QIN} a ™~
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn Al-‘Aas said: veryore T&Ng dne
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Allah's Messenger () said to me "O “Abdullah! Have I not
been informed that you fast all day and stand in prayer all

night?" T said, "Yes, O Messenger of Allah!" So the Prophet

said, "Do not do that! Rather, Observe the fast sometimes and
break your fast sometimes; stand up for the prayer at night and
also sleep at night. Verily, Your body has a right over you,
your eyes have a right over you, and your wife has a right over
you."

So a happy family which seeks stability and continuity, must
have a strong leader who gives everyone their due rights. And
that leader of the Muslim family structures his family and
Y A

mutual resect of each others rights, courteousness in deahng
with each member of the family, while teaching them what is
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right, and pointing out to them what is wrong. With
knowledge, wisdom and fine words and advice., ..

Servants of Allah, teaching and raising Muslim youth is a job
for the whole family. In fact, the home is the first school in
which the child is introduced to the basic tenets of his religion,
and this important job should not be left to teachers at public
school or Sunday School.

The Muslim family is held responsible before Allah for the
correct Islamic upbringing of it’s children, instilling in them
the concept of worship of Allah alone and following His
prescribed way in their lives.

Do our families today fulfil their childrearing and educational
responsibilities? Does our method of raising children give

practices that contradict and conflict with Islam? Do members

of the family gather together to learn the Qur’an? Do our
children find in our homes useful lessons, good examples and
good manners?

Any shortcomings or omissions in the family’s job of raising
its children will have negative effects on the thoughts, structure
and security of the community.



As Parents, we will be asked about the fulfilment of our
parental duties. Ibn Umar related that Prophet said:
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Be reminded that every one of you is a guardian, and every one
is responsible for his wards. The Ameer is a guardian over the
people and shall be questioned about his followers. A man is a
guardian over the members of his family and shall be
questioned about them and about fulfilling their rights. A
woman is a guardian over the household of her husband and

managed the household and brought up the children). A
servant is a guardian over the property of his master and shall
be questioned about it (as to how he safeguarded his trust).
Beware, every one of you is a guardian and every one of you
shall be questioned with regard to his trust.

Sit with your family and see how you can be a better father, a better
mother, a better daughter and a better son. If we have fallen short or
been negligent in fulfilling some of our responsibilities towards are
families, then let us all recognize these shortcomings and make a
sincere effort to improve. We must take account of ourselves and our
responsibilities here in this dunya where we still have the opportunity
to change, before we’re asked about them in the hereafter and we don’t
have the opportunity to improve or change. So let’s start today brothers
and sisters, don’t wait until tomorrow. Sit down with your family
tonight and discuss how we can make our families better, so that our
communities will be better as well.

__children and shall be questioned about them (as to how she
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