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Brothers and sisters in Islam, we are witnessing the best ten

days out of the year, good deeds during these days are better
than the last ten nights in Ramadan, better than any other time
throughout the year, take advantage of them before they are gone.
Allah swore by these ten days in the Quran and the Prophet told
us that these days are the most beloved to Allah to do good
deeds:
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These days are the best days out of the year, because they
contain within them one of the greatest rituals of our great and
beautiful deen-the Hajj. Allah obligated the Hajj, the pilgrimage to
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Makkah once in a lifetime upon all Muslims. Whoever negates that
Hajj is an obligation upon every Muslim, then they have
disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger. Whoever knows and
understands that it is obligatory and abandons it, or is lazy or
negligent in performing it once in a lifetime then it is feared that
he may die a death of either a Jew or a Christian. So if you have
the finances and the physical strength to make Hajj, don’t hesitate
in doing so, make sure to make it before you die and don’t have
an opportunity.

Making the pilgrimage to Makkah was an act of worship that
many of the previous prophets and messengers performed, so
when we do so we are keeping the tradition and pilgrimage of the
righteous, pious, servants of Allah.

One of those great Prophets and Messengers who we want to
learn about is Ibrahim (Alayhi As-Salam) who was the one ordered
to reconstruct and raise the Kaaba in Makkah. The first prophet to
build the Kaaba was Adam (Alayhi As-Salam) after the angels laid
the foundation of the Kabah. After the Kaaba got destroyed by the
great flood during the time of Nuh (Alayhi As-Salam), it was
Ibrahim (Alayhi As-Salam) who was chosen to rebuild the first
Masjid that ever existed on the face of the earth.

So Allah had order Ibrahim to travel to Makkah to rebuild the
Kabah. Upon travelling to Makkah with his wife Hajar and his
young son Isma’eel who was still breastfeeding. At that time
Makkah was a barren desert and with no inhabitants. So once
they arrived Ibrahim left his wife and his son some dates and
water, then he immediately started travelling back to Palestine.
Hajar started to run after him and say: where are you going
Ibrahim, you’ve left us in this barren, dry, deserted valley with
little food and drink. She kept repeating this, but Ibrahim didn’t
acknowledge her nor turn around to address her. She finally
asked him: did Allah order you to do this? He immediately
responded: yes, He did. Then Hajar said to herself: Then we will
never be forsaken nor abandoned. Then when Ibrahim reached
one of the mountains in Makkah he turned to the sky and made
supplication to Allah for help and protection of his famlly
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“O Our Lord! | have left/ my family in a barren valley, near
Your Sacred House, our Lord, so that they may establish prayer.
So make the hearts of 'believing’ people incline towards them and
provide them with sustenance, so perhaps they will be thankful”
Hajar continued to breastfeed young Isma’eel and drink from
the water that Ibrahim had left them, until they ran out of water
and dates. After some time her and her son became thirsty, and
Hajar could not stand looking at her son not having enough water
to drink. So she began running back and forth between Safa and
Marwah mountain seven times looking for water, until out of
nowhere an angel came and dug the well of Zamzam and water
sprung up from the ground. Then he told Hajar: Don’t be afraid of
being abandoned here, indeed your husband and your son are
going to reconstruct it. Allah will never forsake you nor the people
that will migrate to this area. At that time the foundation of the
Ka’bah was on a small hill that would sometimes be affected by
flooding on some sides of it. Since now there was water, some
animals and birds would come to drink from the water. After some
time some of the tribes noticed the birds flying around the area
and started to head towards the direction of Makkah, and they
would come and settle in that area to let their camels and
livestock drink from the water there. So eventually the tribe of
Jurham settled in the Area. Isma’eel was not grown and learned
the Arabic language from them, then he eventually married from
them. After some time Ibrahim came back and found that Isma’eel
was now married. So Ibrahim asked Isma’eel’s wife how were
things, and Isma’eel’s wife responded:

By (Buda (B AT <y (A
“We are doing terrible, miserable circumstances and difficulties”

Ibrahim said to her: If my son comes home, please convey to him
my greetings and let him know | said to chain his doorstep.
When Ishmael came, he seemed to have felt something unusual,
so he asked his wife, 'Has anyone visited you?' She replied, 'Yes,
an old man of so-and-so description came and asked me about
you and | informed him, and he asked about our living
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circumstances, and | told him that we were living in constant
hardship and poverty.' On that Ishmael said, 'Did he advise you
anything?' She replied, 'Yes, he told me to convey his salutation
to you and to tell you to change the doorstep.' Ishmael said, 'lIt
was my father, and he has ordered me to divorce you. Go back to
your family.'

So, Ishmael divorced her and married another woman from
amongst them (i.e. Jurhum). Then Ibraham was away for some
time and then returned back to Makkah and went to Ismaeel’s
house and again but did not find Ishmael. So he came to Ismael's
wife and asked her about Ismael. She said, 'He has gone in search
of our livelihood.' Abraham asked her, 'How are you getting by,
how are your living conditions?' asking her about their
sustenance and living circumstances. She replied, 'We are
prosperous and well-off (i.e. we have everything in abundance).’
Then she thanked Allah'. Ioraham then asked her, 'What kind of
food do you eat?' She said. 'Meat.' He said, 'What do you drink?"
She said, 'Water." He said, "O Allah! Bless their meat and water."
added," Then Abraham said Ishmael's wife, () The Prophet
"When your husband comes, give my regards to him and tell him
that he should keep firm his doorstep.' When Ismael came back,
he asked his wife, 'Did anyone call on you?' She replied, 'Yes, a
good-looking old man came to me,' so she praised him and
added. 'He asked about you, and | informed him, and he asked
about our livelihood and I told him that we were in a good
condition.' Ishmael asked her, 'Did he give you any piece of
advice?' She said, 'Yes, he told me to give his regards to you and
ordered that you should keep firm the threshold of your gate.' On
that Ishmael said, 'lIt was my father, and you are the doorkeeper of
my house. He has ordered me to keep you with me as my wife.'
Then Ibraham left again for some time and came back to Makkah.
He saw Ishmael under a tree near the Zamzam water, sharpening
his arrows. When he saw Ibraham, he rose up to welcome him.
Ibraham said, 'O Ishmael! Allah has given me an order.' Ishmael
said, 'Do what your Lord has ordered you to do.' Ioraham asked,
'‘Will you help me?' Ishmael said, 'Of course | will help you.'
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Ibraham said, Allah has ordered me to build a house here,’
pointing to a hillock higher than the land surrounding it."

"Then they raised the foundations of the House (i.e. the Ka'ba).
Ismael brought the stones and Ibraham was putting them in place,
and when the walls became high, Ishmael brought this big stone
and put it for Ioraham who stood on it while placing the blocks of
the Kabah, while Ismael was handing him the stones, and both of
them were saying: L

‘O our Lord! Accept (thls serwce) from us, Verlly, You are the All-
Hearing, the All-Knowing.'

Then both of them went on building and going (£) The Prophet
round the Ka'ba repeating this supplication.

In one narration it mentions that once they finished completing
the building of the Ka’bah, except for the place of the Black
Stone: that Ismaee’l was looking for the last finishing stones to
complete the building and upon that the angel Jibreel came to him
and brought him the black stone. So once they finished re-
constructing the Ka’bah the angel Jibreel came and showed them
how to perform the Hajj and then told Ibrahim to call out to the
people to announce the practice of performing Hajj as Allah says:
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And proclalm to the people the Hajj [pilgrimage]; they will come to
you on foot and on every lean camel; they will come from every
distant pass —That they may witness benefits for themselves and
mention the name of Allah on known days over what He has
provided for them of [sacrificial] animals. So eat of them and feed
the miserable and poor. Then let them end their untidiness and
fulfill their vows and perform Tawaf around the ancient House”

So when Ibrahim (Alayhi As-Salam) was commanded by Allah to
make this proclamation, he responded to Allah saying: that the
place where he stood was an uninhabited desert with nobody to
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hear the proclamation. So Allah (Subhanahu Wa Ta’Ala) then
responded telling him that he was required only to make the
proclamation and the responsibility for conveying it to the four
corners of the world rested upon Allah Himself.
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Servants of Allah within the story of Ibrahim are numerous
benefits and lessons, we will mention a few:
1-Whenever Allah commands you to do something, do it
immediately. We find this in numerous occasions within
Ibrahim and Ismaa’eel’s story: leaving his family in the
deserted barren Makkah alone, with little to no food at all.
Then the command to slaughter his son Isma’eel without
hesitation, and this type of submission only happens with
those who submit completely to Allah as Allah tells us:

B8 Lo g isstime ol @loy
If we want to be good Muslims, then we need to respond to Allah’s
commands immediately, like Ibrahim did. Praying on time, paying zakat
on time, fasting, making Hajj, etc...

2. We learn that when one submits completely to Allah and gives Allah’s
religion priority over everything else and loves Allah more than
everything else in existence, then Allah will grant you all that you desire
in this world and the next. We learned in this story how Ibrahim gave
priority to Allah’s commands over the safety, security, food and
provisions of his family...He had certainty that when one is obedient to
Allah, that Allah will provide for his family from ways unimaginable.

3. From the great lessons as well: Ibrahim not acknowledging

his wife when she called out to him when he was leaving to fulfill
Allah’s commands. From this we learn that one should ignore all
distractions if they are hindering one’s path to be obedient to
Allah...if one falls victim to distractions to being obedient to
Allah, they could eventually lead to one’s destruction.

4. From the lessons we can extract as well: is the true faith,
certainty and trust in Allah that Hajar had. When she asked
Ibrahim: did Allah order you to leave us here with little provisions
and travel far away from us? lbrahim responded: yes. Then Hajar
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said: we will never be forsaken then. What a perfect example of
trusting in Allah completely and sincerely that we have in our
mother Hajar....If one puts there complete trust in Allah, it will
suffice you, as Allah tells us:

(s 545 AT B Bg o)
Allah granted Hajar everything that she was thinking about and worried
about in regards to her and her son Isma’eel. And made her
remembrance to remain for eternity, out of honor for her and her trust in
Allah, when the pilgrims run between Safa and Marwa mountain in
Makkah during the Hajj.
5. Also from the lessons we can extract from the story of Ibrahim is the
supplication of Ibrahim that he made for his family and children:
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“O Allah | have settled my family in Makkah close to your
sacred house to establish the prayer”, Iborahim made the reason
for him going to Makkah and settling there to worship Allah and
establish the prayer...this should be the first thing that parents
should teach their children, to establish the prayer in the houses
of Allah..
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“Make the hearts of the people turn towards them, and grant
them provisions, so that they may be thankful” we learn from this
part of Ibrahim’s supplication is that establishing the prayer as
Allah wants us to, that Allah will incline the people towards that
individual, and give them endless provisions..
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