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Servants of Allah, taking initiative to be obedient to Allah’s
commandments is the sound and upright way of all intellectuals
and all of those who truly are conscious of their Lord and creator,
and the sign of those who love to rectify people, places and
things. Taking initiative to do good is the best way of life to live.
The best of things that one can take initiative in doing is
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worshipping Allah alone and fulfilling the rights that Allah has
upon them, and establishing the fundamentals of the religion of
Islam. True believers are those who compete with others in doing
good, righteous, wholesome deeds that Allah is pleased with.

Allah tells us in numerous verses in the Quran about rushing and
taking initiative to do good deeds, one of the best and most
beautiful of them is what Allah relates to us that our Prophet
Musa said: "I've rushed/hastened to you O Allah, seeking your
pleasure”...

How many of us are rushing to work, rushing home, rushing to
acquire more customers, patients, real estate, cars, whatever it is
from amongst the worldly affairs....And how many of us are
rushing and hastening to the masjid, to praying our prayers on
time, rushing to help our brothers before they ask us for help,
rushing to give charity before people ask of us, rushing to give
dawah before the opportunity passes us by....if we're rushing for
the worldly things more than we are rushing for seeking Allah’s
pleasure, then we need to recalibrate our lives brothers and
sisters.....

Our beloved Prophet Muhammad struck a beautiful example of
how one should be in regards to taking initiative in doing good
deeds, how one should act in hastily in spreading righteousness,
and how one should not delay actions of today until tomorrow or
delay in doing good deeds. One of the great companions Ugbah
said: One day I was praying Asr behind the Prophet Muhammad
in al Madinah, then he commenced the prayer. Then he stood up
all of a sudden, cut through the rows of the people and ran
quickly to the house of his wives. Everyone was startled by his
speed and agility. Then he came out to them and saw in their
faces that they were amazed with his speed and agility so he said
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to them: "I remembered that there was a piece of gold in our
house, and I did not want it to distract me from the worship of
Allah, so I ordered that it be distributed in charity.” It can also
mean that this wealth needs to be distributed to the people
before I'm asked about it in front of Allah.

Look at how quick the prophet was to remove things from his life
that may distract him from the worship of Allah, and how quick
he was to give charity and give zakat so that if he met Allah he
wouldn't be asked about what he did with his wealth. As he said
in an authentic hadith that was narrated by Bukhari, Muslim and
others:

"The wealthiest in this world will be the lowest on the Day of
Resurrection, except those who do such and such with their
money, and earn it from good sources.”

Many of the wealthy will be the lowest or the last on the Day of
Resurrection because they have so many possessions to be asked
about...and some of them because of their greed, or because of
hoarding their wealth and not spending it upon their family, their
relatives, not paying their zakat, or spending it to build up their
communities. They As for those who are wealthy and spend for
the sake of Allah, give charity, pay zakat, and use the wealth
Allah gave them to establish Allah’s religion on the earth... then
they will be from the most blessed in this world and the next.
May Allah make us from them.
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Second Khutbah

836a)l ol Glaol plig alle &l o a3 &> 38 .l SGe
pllaadl JI glasS 13 LJLN;\u, Is30) : ;u_:ug ale al 1o Jlas
Q.u_\ &..u .|)9|S a....a;__? Luog.o Mm 9| |)9|S .._s\_..u.oug L.og.o J.>)Jl Cu..au
03 olalall JlaeVl los)Lo 1 sisally alin 3la; (G He oy
Aol Joell o Jeln Job Lo OB S8y 13] 516 o dall
SB ,ace$s U5 assl, 5l .aulsd 8 sosadl 3L &5 sl 8336806
3l o,zga.scdulmlmuzn;mgmam@b&ul
] Lo JB5 " Ul Wb pSI5E aShidl Giall o &%y Loy 0ytuss
Lo UBs 25505 pSEI 8l ((audall Ji3 ell, 19350)) talig ile
Iz o o3 «JoVI cadally <ladl (08 b Gl pls 8))) :pdiws aile &l
9 o lgale o (sisally 5,1 813 (e lonpiiv¥ loagiiu; ol V|
M&: C>sl - al] LoVl lolsls of aluadll Goo JSVI CaZally csladll

23

‘Servants of Allah, the Prophet Muhammad encouraged his
companions and his ummah to rush and take initiative in doing
good deeds, as it was narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira
that the Messenger of Allah (&) observed:

“Rush in doing good deeds (before you are overtaken) by trials
and tribulations that will be like a part of the dark night. During
(that stormy period) a man would be a Muslim in the morning
and an unbeliever in the evening or he would be a believer in the
evening and an unbeliever in the morning, and would sell his
religion for worldly goods.”

This means that we need to rush to do good deeds before we
don’t have the opportunity to do so anymore. If the fi tan, or trials
or tribulations or pre-occupations of one’s life takes over, then the
individual doesn’t have as much time to do good righteous deeds.
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We have many examples of this within the Sunnah of the Prophet
Muhammad, when he said: ‘Rush to pray the witr prayer before
Fajr comes in’, he also said: ‘If the people truly understood the
blessings contained in praying in the first row of the
congregational prayer, and they had no other way to get their
except by drawing lots, then they would draw lots...
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The companions of the Prophet Muhammad would always
compete in doing good deeds as well as Umar ibn Al Khattab

reported that on one day the Prophet ordered the Muslims to give
in charity, and on that day I was blessed to have a lot of wealth.
So I said to myself: today I will outdue Abu Abu Bakr As Sideeq, if
I am ever to outdue him. So I went and brought half of my
wealth to the prophet Muhammad and the prophet Muhammad
said to me: Umar, what have you left for your family? I replied: I
left them the same amount that I brought you here. Then Abu
Bakr Sideeq showed up, with a large amount of wealth as well.
And the Prophet Muhammad asked him: O Abu Bakr what did you
leave behind for your family? He said: I left them Allah and His
messenger. Then Umar said: I will never be able to outdue Abu
Bakr Sideeq, not matter how hard I try.

What a great example of how the believers used to compete over
doing good, how they would encourage each other to do acts that
please Allah, how they would support each other, and not try to
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hinder good acts from moving forward. This is the attitude we
need to have to be able to succeed as an ummah.
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From those whom Allah praised and loves, are those who rush to

~enter into Islam. Allah tells us in the Quran:

“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the Muhajireen
and the Ansar and those who followed them with good conduct -
Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him, and He
has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow,
wherein they will abide forever. That is the great attainment”

Notice how Allah said the First forerunners in faith...the first ones
to believe, those who didn't delay in believing or following the
Prophet Muhammad...and this is what we find all throughout this
beautiful religion and way of life...

As this is the religion and way of life that Allah ordained for all of
mankind. Islam is the light in times of darkness, Islam is peace in
times of chaos, Islam is ease in times of difficulties, Islam is the
religion that Allah loves and is satisfied with us as practicing.
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Those who accept Islam first have virtue of those who accept
Islam later, those who pray in the front row are better than those
in the second row, those who give salam first are better than
those who don't, those who pardon first are better than those
who don't...this is how we find our religion..that it encourages us
to take initiative to do good and not to hesitate...

From the types of initiative and hastiness that the Muslim should
have is the type that the Muslim takes the initiative to do good
his or herself, without someone requesting from them to do
something good, without someone telling them to worship Allah,
pray on time, give zakat, make hajj, be respectful to their
parents, give in charity, help the poor...all of these things should
be done by the Muslim without anyone commanding them to do
SO.

~ Rushing to do good deeds is one of the best types of manners
and traits that a Muslim can have, which contains numerous
benefits, such as one’s supplication being answered, as Allah tells
us about prophet Zakariyyah when he used to supplicate to Allah
to grant him a son when he reached an old and elderly age, so
Allah made his wife who was sterile, fertile and she gave birth to
Yahya (john). But why did Allah answer Zakariyyah’s supplication,
He answered it because him and his family were hasty and
rushed to doing good deeds and they would delay doing good
deeds whenever the opportunity arised.

Brothers and sisters rushing to do good is not only through
praying, and fasting and making hajj and making umrah, and
paying zakat...rather good deeds are of various types and various
levels....
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There are good deeds that benefit the individual alone...such as
prayer, fasting, reading Quran...

There are also good deeds that benefit the individual and the
community as a whole, and these are the types of good deeds
that in many cases contain more rewards and more benefits for
the Muslims in this world and the next.

S0 what can we initiate and do of good deeds here in ICH, in
Hagerstown MD:

-Come and pray in congregation...come join us for Friday Lunch,
Saturday Night dinner and classes.

-Bring your children to learn and pray

-Take initiative and Organize with other brothers or sisters days
to cook and feed the poor in the area

-Take initiative and Organize with other brothers and sisters to
have structured educational and fun activities for the youth

-Spend some of your time beautifying your new Islamic center
here, whatever way you can.

-Take initiative to participate in dawah activities in and around
ICH

-Take initiative to join hearts, hands, bodies and wealth in
Hagerstown to take advantage of the economic opportunities
here, by purchasing properties and businesses around the masijid
so that we can make this city one that the Muslims presence is
valued, respected and honored.
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