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Brothers and sisters in Islam....Fear Allah and be conscious of Him wherever you
are, hold tightly onto the rope of Allah individually and collectively, His Quran and
His Sunnah. Allah has revealed to us guidance contained in his revelation so that
we can ponder, contemplate, think about and act upon his verses. Allah has also
told us many stories about the previous nations that came before us so that we
can learn lessons and apply them to our daily lives. One of the greatest stories that
Allah has told us about in the Quran, that is repeated many times , and many
different contexts is the story of Musa and Pharoah. One particular story which
concerns us this month and in the upcoming days is the story behind why we fast
the tenth day of Ashoora that is coming up next Thursday.

In this month of Muharram was the salvation of Musa and his people from
Pharoah and his army. Allah (Ji 5 43sas had sent Musa with clear evidences and
proofs, yet the Pharoah was arrogant and haughty and claimed,

79:24 - LY 25 G O
“I am your lord, most high” [An-Naazi'aat:24].

Musa 22l 42le came to him with great signs and called him to the oneness of
Allah, to the tawhid of the Creator of the Heavens and the Earth yet Pharoah said
in arrogance and in mockery of the message Musa was conveying from His lord

26:23 - Ceddiall &) o (32 55 O

, “And what and who is the Lord of the mankind, jinns and all that exists?”[Ash-
Shu’ara:23].

Musa a2kl asle responded,
26:24 - G5 A& LG g a3¥l 3 clslaid) & 06

“Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, if you seek to be
convinced with certainty.”[Ash-Shu’ara:24].
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And so Pharoah mocked and belittled this statement of Musa a2} 4= by saying to
his followers,

26:25 - (sl Vi Al Bal 08
“Do you not hear (what he says)?” [Ash-Shu’ara:25].
So Musa 3l 4de reminded them and admonished them further and said,
26:26 - Gl 33 A&a &y 2805 O
“Your Lord and the Lord of your ancient fathers!” [Ash-Shu’ara:26].
Left speechless Pharoah then replied with a false claim, a lie, saying:
26:27 - (i3 Q&) Qul ) &40 &) O

“Verily, your Messenger who has been sent to you is a madman!” [Ash-
Shu’ara:27].

He later continued to threaten Musa 2l 4dle and said,
oy de by A o A i haky 5 EaS O e
26:29 - (i galall (e SliledY o 538 gl &AAN ol (B

“If you choose an ilah (god) other than me, | will certainly put you among the
prisoners.” [Ash-Shu’ara:29].

Indicating that he had many other prisoners already to frighten Musa a2l 43l
into silence.

Yet Musa 2l 4l continued thereafter to present the clear proofs until Pharoah
said to him,

20:57 - s b iy a i e Ui A L] 8
20:58 - (530 Uz &l Y3 435 AUAT Y 1ae 3o aling U (et alis R Sl

“Have you come to drive us out of our land with your magic, O Musa (Moses)?
“Then verily, we can produce magic the like thereof; so appoint a meeting
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between us and you, which neither we, nor you shall fail to keep, in an open wide
place where both shall have a just and equal chance (and beholders could witness
the competition).”[At-Taha: 57-58]

And when Pharoah came with his magicians Musa a3l ade admonished them and
said,

2061 - (s oo A B3ty Kt WK ) o 1R Y a5 s o4l O

“\Woe unto you! Invent not a lie against Allah, lest He should destroy you
completely by a torment. And surely, he who invents a lie (against Allah) will fail
miserably.”[At-Taha: 61].

So Musa responded to them:
26:43 - &k 2 L 1 sk a1 08
26:44 - & D ST G (33 58 33 15085 ime 5 s 1500
26:45 - &80 L caili o0 136 Sk ush Sl

“Musa (Moses) said to them: “Throw what you are going to throw!” So they threw
their ropes and their sticks, and said: “By the might of Firaun (Pharaoh), it is we
who will certainly win!” Then Musa (Moses) threw his stick, and behold, it
swallowed up all the devience and falsehood which they showed!” [Ash-Shu’ara:
43-45]

And so the magicians repented and believed,
26:46 - (yaalis 55350 ila
26:47 - Sealladl g Gl 1 M8

“And the sorcerers fell down prostrate. Saying: “We believe in the Lord of the
‘Alamin {mankind, jinns and all that exists)” [Ash-Shu’ara: 46-47].
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Pharoah continued upon his way and Allah stated,
43:55 - Huaad] 2ald52le 2l Wi 1k LB
43:56 - (A SEas U 2hliead
“So when they angered Us, We punished them, and drowned them all. And We

made them a precedent (as a lesson for those coming after them), and an example
to later generations” [Az-Zukhruf: 55-56].

Then Allah commanded Musa 2! aile,

- A5 Y5 850 S L Al b e o ytel iy 01 O (st ) 31 S
20:77

“And indeed We inspired Musa (Moses) (saying): “Travel by night with Ibadi (My
slaves) and strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing neither to be overtaken
iby Fir'aun {Pharaoh]j] nor being afraid (of drowning in the sea).”[At-Taha: 77].

So Musa 2wt 4le and his people exited and Pharoah was in pursuit, until they
arrived at the Red Sea, Pharoah behind them and the Sea in front of them and “the
companions of Musa (Moses) said:

26:61 - 58531 G ash Glazal J8 lasall gal o8 Gk
"’We are sure to be overtaken.”[Ash-Shu’ara: 61].
Musa a2l ade replied,
26:62 - i 35 Goas O TNE 08
“Nay, verily! With me is my Lord, He will guide me.”[Ash-Shu’ara: 62]

That was the eemaan and certainty of Musa a3l 43le, Allah inspired Musa 43e
a2uall to hit the Sea with his stick and it opened into 12 pathways and so they
entered and crossed with the water holding like mountains as they walked upon

the dry pathways.
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Pharoah upon seeing that entered in chase however upon entering the mountains
of water collapsed upon him,

) - gEF a o R e 3 o @ o 22 . g3 34 B oy o ,',_-5’1 P P T «r 4% 5% 4~
al) ¥ AF Gl 06 el A3y aisie 5 G shia s Gse o8 adaailh 530 il S G5l
10:90 - Gpeliaall (e Gl 3 1500 55 45 &af (301 )

10:91 - Geanedal (e &3 I8 Eiiae 85 0
10:92 - {61 G G (il B3 1588 455430 ells Gl )0 i ala 4

“And We took the Children of Israel across the sea, and Fir'aun (Pharaoh) with his
hosts followed them in oppression and enmity, till when drowning overtook him,
he said: “| believe that La ilaha illa {(Huwa): (none has the right to be worshipped
but) He,” in Whom the Children of Israe! believe, and | am one of the Muslims
(those whe submit to Allah’s Will).” Sec it was said to him, “Now (you believe} whiie
you refused to believe before and you were one of the Mufsidun (evil-doers,
corrupts, etc.). So this day We shall deliver your (dead) body (out from the sea)
that you may be a sign to those who come after you! And verily, many among
mankind are heedless of Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs,

revelations, etc.)” [Yunus: 90-92]

And so Aliah saved Musa >l adeand destroyed Pharoah. It is for this reason
when the Prophet alu 5 4de &) 1< entered Madinah and found the jews to be
fasting on the 10th of Muharram he asked regarding that and they replied, “Itis -
the day Allah saved Musa and his people from their enemy [Pharoah] and so Musa
fasted this day”, so the prephet &l s ade & L replied, “| am more deserving of
Musa than you” and so he fasted and commanded the people to fast.

Similarly the prophet als 5 43le & Lastated if he lived till the upcoming year he
would fast the 9th aswell to oppose the others who were fasting only the 10th as
he found them. Hence it is sunnah to fast the 9th and 10th of Muharram. (This
Wednesday and Thursday)
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Regarding the reward of fasting the day the prophet alu 5 4de & Lo stated, “It
expiates the previous year of sins” [minor sins]. This should not be confused with
the day of ‘Arafah that expiates the previous year and upcoming year.

Second Khutbah

So what are some practical benefits that we can learn from the story of Musa and
Pharoun?

1. Fulfill you responsibilities, play your role, do your part. Musa did not

Musa (peace be upon him) did not lie idle waiting for a miracle. He could have
stayed put and prayed to Allah to deal with Pharach but he did not, rather he did
all that he could in his personal capacity until he could go no further when faced
by the sea in front of him and Pharaoh and his army behind him. Only then, did the
miracle of the parting of the sea take place. This life is one of cause and effects,
miracles can happen but our responsibility is that we do everything we can in our
personal capacity then leave it to Allah. We put our complete trust in Allah, but we
put forth the means and the actions.

2. Never lose hope in Allah

Musa (peace be upon him) and his people faced certain death, either it would be
from Pharaoh’s army who were in close pursuit behind them or they would be
forced to enter the sea in which it would be impossible to survive. Despite this,
Musa never lost hope in Allah’s promise.

Some of his followers started to lose hope and began exclaiming:

“Indeed, we are to be overtaken!” Surah Ash-Shu’arah, Verse 61

O80T G sa Qlazal O lazadl ge1 5 UE
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in spite of this, Musa’s faith did not waiver and he said to his people with full
certainty:

26:62 - s 35 2e & (6
“No! Indeed, with me is my Lord; He will guide me.” Surah Ash-Shu’arah,

And so, the sea was parted opening a way for Musa and the Children of Israel to
escape.

We too must never lose hope, or trust, or certainty in Allah or about Allah’s
promises to aid the believers, though we may be in situations where we may think
that there’s no way out, let’'s remember that the help of Allah is always near. if
Allah can part the sea to help Musa and his people, He too can remove our
difficuities and obstacles. What’s required of us is that we have complete reliance
in Allah and have hope in Him.

3. Expect the unexpected and good things come to those who are patient and trust
in Allah.

Though miracles are exclusive to Prophets, we too can experience things which are
out of the ordinary or unexpected. We've all probably experienced moments in
our lives where everything seemingly was going wrong only for the situation to be
saved by a series of events which happened coincidentally or by chance. As
believers, we believe that everything happens only by the will of Allah and though
something may seem like a coincidental string of events, we believe that it was all
planned by Aliah.

4. Flee from sins

When the Children of Israel, the believers, were being persecuted and they could
no longer freely practice their religion, Allah instructed Musa (peace be upon him)
to flee with them to another land. If we too are faced with such a situation and our
Islam, our Iman or our faith is at risk, we too should try to flee to a place where we
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can safeguard our faith. Flee to the masjid, flee to another Muslim brother’s or
sisters house, take a trip for umrah or hajj.

By the will of Allah, if we constantly remember Allah and his commandments then
most of us will not be in such a predicament where our Iman is in danger, but we
may be in a situation where we may fall into sin. It may be due to who we
befriend, or socialize with, or the places we visit or even the neighbourhood we
live in. If we are in a situation where it is difficult to avoid sin or we find ourselves
persistently committing sins due to such factors, we should leave those places or
those associates who have a bad influence on us.

If we have ‘friends’ who we have tried to invite to good but we find that instead,
they are pulling us towards the wrong path, we should disassociate with them if
such a relationship takes us away from the right path.

5. Change now

When Pharaoh and his army were engulfed by the sea and they began drowning,
Pharach cried out:

Epaaltaall e U3 it s 4y il o3 ) ) ¥ 480 sl 36

“ believe that there is no deity except that in whom the Children of Israel believe,
and | am of the Muslims.” Surah Yunus, Verse 90

But this declaration of faith was not accepted by Allah as he had already began his transition
into the next life and the veils of the unseen had begun to unravel before him. So brothers and
sisters, we as believers must not wait until it's too late to change. We must not wait to start
praying, we must not wait to start paying zakat, we must not wait to make hajj, we must not
wait to start practicing Islam. Because Our book of deeds will be sealed when death overtakes
us and from then on, we can no longer add a good deed (except if we did acts of Sadagah
Jariyah) nor erase any sins that have been recorded.

The mercy of Allah is vast and every day His doors of repentance is open to us. All we have to

do is ask and have a firm resolve to change and our Lord, The Most Merciful will erase our sins
as if they never happened!
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