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Imam al Bukhari narrated on the authority of Ibn Abbaas that: ‘The Messenger
of Allah was the most generous of all people, and he used to reach the peak of
generosity in the month of Ramadan when Jibreel used to meet. Jibreel used to
come and meet the Prophet every night in Ramadan to teach him the Quran.
Allah’s messenger was the most generous person even more generous than a
pleasant wind.’
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Ramadan is the ideal time to focus on learning something every day. And our example for
this is the best of mankind, the prophet Muhammad. Who was the most generous of people

and became more generous whlle he was !earnmg the Quran ¢ [(Calping
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What an amazing model we have in the life of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings
be upon him). Reviewing this hadith brings to light the tremendous love for learning that
Islam instills in us. The whole religion is about learning, about striving to improve oneself,
about being more, about doing more, and about keepmg in focus that we do all thls to seek

the pleasure of Allah through our daily emstence ANVs E Ceea

The first command and order Allah revealed to hrs prophet durmg the month of Ramadan
was an order to seek knowledge and read.
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Read in the name of your lord who created

And Allah taught the prophet to understand the importance of seeking knowledge
and asking Allah for an increase in it, so Allah ordered the prophet to say:
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And say: ‘O my lord increase me in knowledge’
Shoold o Shou(<
So this upcoming month of Ramadan i@ not only’a month of fasting, but’also’a month of
learning, by reading the Quran, pon&ering over it and working hard to understand it. As
the prophet was the most generous of people and his generosity reached it's peak in
Ramadan when Jibreel used to bring him revelation from our lord and increase him in
beneficial knowledge. So reading , pondering, understanding and implementing the
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revelation from Allah in the Quran/is something which will increase one in knowledge as
well as generousity. So pick up the Quran, read one page, two pages, whatever you are
able to read, and contemplate over our lord’s divine gu:dance so that we can be gu:ded in
this world and the next. ) (€ v Tl ((H ot sunnaln , gee
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Seeking knowledge is obligatonf upon every muslim as the prophet said:
+#
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‘Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every muslim’

Knowledge of one’s lord, one’s prophet and one’s religion is fundamental and necessary for
every single muslim as well as having knowledge of the pillars of Islam and the pillars of
Iman. And as you all know, may Allah have mercy upon you that Fasting Ramadan is the
fourth pillar of Islam and Fasting is by far the most intimate of the acts of worship because
Allah Most High tells us clearly that the fasting is for Him alone and only He knows the
reward.
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Allah’s Messenger said, “Allah said, “‘All the deeds of Adam’s sons (people) are for them,
except fasting which is for Me, and | will give the reward for it.’ Fasting is a shield or
protection from the fire and from committing sins. If one of you is fasting, he should avoid
sexual relations, flirting with his wife and quarreling, and if somebody should fight or quarrel
with him, he should say, ‘1 am fasting.” By Him in Whose hands my soul is, the unpleasant
smell coming out from the mouth of a fasting person is better in the sight of Allah than the
smell of musk. “ Saheeh Muslim
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Prosiely pdadidy fasting is a shield for us, it becomes imperative that we perfect our self-
control. Each day, try to focus on one aspect of yourself. Is reading the Qur'an not part of
your daily routine? Start this Ramadan to read, ponder and understand the Qur’an daily. A
little bit at a time. Read a page only per day at the least, but much more if possible.



Is your problem internal? Do & lie? Backbite? Gossip? This is the best month to work on
such issues because without ridding ourselves of negative habits, we risk not having our
fasts accepted by Allah. We learn from Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) that
Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) said,
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“Whoever does not give up lying, false, harmful speech, and acting upon it, and evil actions,
then Allah had not need of the person abandoning and leaving off his food and drink” (Al-
Bukhari, Book 3, Hadith 127).

What more important lesson could we learn in Ramadan than that if we do not engage ina
plan to assess ourselves thoroughly and then do go about making changes in our lives to
please Allah, then Allah will not accept our fasting!

Everyone has a favorite Ramadan-related memory when it comes to the family level. What is

urs? Is it being woken up early in the morning by your mother or father so that you could
eat sahur? Is it waiting at the dinner table with a date in one hand and a glass of milk in the
other, praying for the minute when you can make iftar? Is it going to Tarawih Prayers? Is it
staying up all night on the 27th night of Ramadan in case that was Laylat Al-Qadr (the Night
of Power)? Is it the foods associated with Ramadan that your family makes? What is it?
Whatever the memory, remember to be grateful this Ramadan that you have a family and
brothers and sisters with whom you can share such memories, food and shelter. Remember
this Ramadan and thank Allah for the security, peace and protection you have while some of
the other Muslims throughout the world are not as fortunate.
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Learn to put as;de petty differences bet\né_een Wotlatutyenr brothers and sisters during this
month so that mall can get along If yger made a mistake, go and apologize to your brother
or sister or mother or father. If gp#t were wronged, even so- be the first to apologize for any
part you had in the incident. Go one step further this Ramadan and learn to serve your
parents better by doing things that they always ask you do—but now do them before they
ask you! Surprise them with increased acts of obedience, of sharing, of caring and of love!
Volunteer to make the iftar preparations. Clean up the house in preparation for "Eid. Call or
write people close to you with whom you have not had communication throughout the year.
Learn to renew ties, to strengthen ties, and if possible, build new ties! Ramadan is a month
in which we should come closer together as families and friends, in sha” Allah.

Life in our community in Ramadan is totally different, we see people at the masjid in
Ramadan whom we’ve never seen our entire life here. The whole community seems to be
transformed during Ramadan as people see each other consistently for almost 29 or 30 days.



Whether the event is the iftar or the Tarawih Prayers, people find themselves coming to the
masjid daily and with each event, the collective bond is strengthened. This Ramadan, learn
something new about your community members. Meet new members with whom you have
not had contact before. Greet them, introduce yourself, and get to know one another. Many
people emerge from Ramadan having made new friends, having strengthened existing
friendships, and most of all, having repaired friendships broken because of fights and
misunderstandings.

In addition, one can focus on learning more about charity and other affairs. We recall from
the hadith mentioned above, narrated by lbn *Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) that
our beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) “was the most
generous of all the people, and he used to reach the peak in generosity in the month of
Ramadan when Gabriel met him.” Go to your masjid and learn the Quran, Sunnah, learn
more about your lord, His messenger and your beloved religion of Islam. Ask about joining
classes to learn the Quran, learning Arabic, learning the correct Ageedah, learning the pillars
of your religion and how to prepare yourself for Ramadan.

This would be as good a time as any to find out all the beautiful acts of charity possible in
Ramadan and indeed throughout the year. Ask about the poor and needy ones in the
community and reach out to them throughout the year and not only in Ramadan.

This Ramadan, let us strive to learn. There is so much to be learned and practiced, but if we
never start, we will continue with each year of our life to fall farther and farther behind,
lamenting how much more we have to learn! Let us not let this Ramadan slip away from us.
Let us use this Ramadan as a starting point to take account of our lives at the individual,
family, and community levels. The upcoming month of Ramadan, as we know, is full of
mercy, forgiveness, also learning by reading, listening and pondering the Quran, and an
opportunity for us and our families to be liberated from the Hellfire. Knowing that alone
should make us want to do everything in our power to draw closer to Allah through our
fasting, our praying, our reading of the Qur'an, our giving of charity, and most impertantly
learning about Allah’s religion! Only Allah knows if we are to live to experience another
Ramadan. Let’s make the most of this upcoming Ramadan!
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