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In a society that is based around materialism and consumerism, many - ~
of us are striving to attain money, investments and wealth. Many of
us are constantly thinking of new ways to increase our earnings,
\\/\ acquire new properties, stocks, bonds and investments. Many of US at #~ sane
O

\ fear the possibility of being poor or being bankrupt inetgravoridly i
W\ (L <aftairs, by losing our wealth, @ our properties, or our

3\'\9 investments...many people commit suicide when they lose their
/{éy wealth and experience bankruptcy...but today we’re going to talk

about another type of bankruptcy, the type of bankruptcy that many
of us tend to overlook, the type of bankruptcy than can ruin not only

. : : 1y08 = & ¢ \:
our lives in this world but also our hereafters as well.. "‘_ A0y i lﬁf}’
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Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (&) as saying: Do you know
who the poor or bankrupt person is?

They (the Companions of the Holy Prophet) said: A poor man amongst
us is one who has no money or wealth.

The Prophet replied: The people who are truly poor and bankrupt of
my Umma would be the who would come on the Day of Resurrection
with a lot of rewards for prayers, fasting and giving Zakat but he would
find himself bankrupt on that day, since he slandered this one, and
cursed that one, and talked bad about that person, and unlawfully
consumed the wealth of others, and shed the blood of innocent people,
and beat up others unjustly...this is the bankrupt person...all his



virtuous deeds would be credited to the account of the one who he
oppressed and who suffered at his hand. And if his good deeds are all
taken away and given to the ones that he’s wronged, then the sins of
those who he oppressed will be entered into '_,,;-_; eSSy

and he would be thrown in the Hell-Fire. o *5:5‘5“!{(; "’3‘:’{:“ Hm{ 9T

Why did this righteous worshipper fail? Why were all OFhIS good deeds
such as praying, fasting and charity taken away from him? Indeed he

became bankruptka\nd lost hIS real investment in the hereafter because

of his behawor and mannePrs with others. The prophet Muhammad
RS ow wilne Prnc\—c ed

described this individual withrpraecticing a lot of worship and acts of s =&
obedience to AIIah but then §?,lg that he is one who is bankrupt. “This e

person passed*tﬁe test and established all of the acts of worship that
Allah had commanded him to do, but why did he fail, why did he end
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He failed because of his bad behavior, his bad character, his lack of R ralvhy -

morals, his lack of respect for other people, he failed because he
slandered other people, he talked bad about people behind their backs,
he cursed people, he cheated people and lied to them in business
transactions, he took people’s money unlawfully, he fought with people
unjustly and put his hands on them for no reason, and he killed people
unjustly...he failed because of his bad dealings and bad behavior with

other people, even though he worshipped Allah and fulfilled Allah’s
commandments.

So because of his oppressing others and wronging others, all of his
good deeds and acts of worship were taken away and given to the ones
that he oppressed, and then when all of his good deeds were taken
away, he was given the bad deeds of all of those who he



oppressed...what a terrible situation for the one who wrongs others
and oppresses others...

He failed because of his behavior...even though he prayed....he failed
because of his manners...even though he fasted....he failed because of
his backbiting, slandering, deceiving and cheating even though he paid

: e d ecaw v As pesQecied WIS e
zakat and gave charltv... \‘\:p; ?;—‘c-.;se,h V)em“?i e clhan M o&_ &ceive L \jegc%\e - o

Boil gty and e LPAoos
So how can we avoid bankruptcy in this world and the next...how can
we pass the test and receive the rewards of the good deeds we do here
in this world...%‘:an we avoid giving the rewards of our good deeds
to others on the day of resurrection....the Prophet Muhammad gave us
5 solution...And told us that the one who perfecgfbi%@wrs and

dealings with the people, will attain the level of‘those who are
worshippers... ,
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Narrated Aisha, Ummul Mu'minin:

The Messenger of Allah (#) said: By his good character, fine manners,
good etiquette a believer will attain the degree of one who prays

during the night and fasts during the day.--~; c®
So the one who has good character'can attain the level of eneAftie Ws
fastg, prays and giveg charity...This is because acts of worship are ud

adorned #hepeiteegd-when they are done solely for Allah and theyﬁ; {’*fgc
are done according to the way of the prophet, and are completed with

good manners and fine etiquettes;not only with Allah but also with

other human beings, whether they are muslim or non-muslim.
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Acts of worship such as prayer, fasting, charity, enjoining the good and
forbidding the evil, making hajj, making umrah are acts that should <" ¢ Y 9 3N
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increase our manners, rectify our akhlaag and"behavior not only with

L (S

Allah but also with others as well, if these acts of worship are not
rectifying our manners and behavior then we need to rectify our
intentions and do some self analyzation.

The Quran and Sunnah frequently ties acts of worship with having good
manners and exemplary behavior. Prayer keeps one away from evil,

one of the greatest acts of worship to Allah, if performed properly can
prevent us from evil deeds that would lead to us becoming bankrupt... ol :{
as Allah says: e N R,
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“Indeed the prayer prevents one from evil, desplcab|e and bad deeds,
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Giving Zakat and charity with our wealth purifies our wealth and

reminds us that our wealth is from Allah...and purifies our hearts from
being attached to it and yearning to acquire it through any
means...whether halaal or haram...which would lead us to lying,

deceiving and cheating others...that would lead to our bankruptcy as
well....as Allah says:
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“Take charity from some of their wealth, so as to purify them and
rectify them, their behavior and their earnings.”

What about fasting...



152 dat
Abu Hurairah (BAA) narrated that The Messenger of Allah (=) said:

“Whoever does not give up forged and false speech and evil actions.
and doesn’t abandon foolishness and ignorance, then Allah has not

need of his abandoning his food and drink (i.e. Allah will not accept his

FASTING).”
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So the important factor here in this hadith is not’experiencing hunger
and thirst....rather this hadith shows us that no matter how much
someone fasts....that if he engages in backbiting, slandering, lying,
foolishness, then Allah will not accept his fasting...so the result and
reward of fasting is directly related to the person’s behavior, manners
and etiquettes with other individuals,~e % % Wuveyel and Anteg e~

What about Hajj, the fifth pillar of Islam, the obligation which every
Muslim should try to fulfill if he/she has the ability to do so...for Allah
alone...what did Allah say..and how did he tie performing this great act
of worship, with behaving well, having good manners and dealing with
other people well...Allah says:
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“So for whoever Haijj is obligatory upon then let him not speak in an

inappropriate manner, nor do any acts of disobedience to Allah, nor
argue with others about falsehood during Hajj”

So we see that many of these great acts of worship that we perform,
even some of the pillars of Islam are directly related to rectifying our
behavior with others, and that if these acts of worship do not refine our



characters, our behaviors, and our manners then we need to rectify our
intentions and ask ourselves why are we performing them...are we
performing them for Allah alone or for someone else...and are we
performing them according to the sunnah of the prophet or the sunnah
of someone else....the whole purpose of us seeking knowledge,
memorizing Quran, performing prayers, giving Zakat, fasting Ramadan,
making Hajj is to worship Allah and rectify and refine our souls and our
manners...and remember O believers that The Prophet Muhammad,
our example, our leader, our teacher who had the best of manners
said:
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Abu Ad-Dardh narrated that the Messenger of Allah said:

‘Nothing is heavier on the believer's Scate-onthe Day of Judgment than
good character. For indeed Allah, Most High, is angered by the
shameless obscene ill mannered person."

So work hard O believers to make your scales of good deeds heavy on
the day of judgement by avoiding bad manners, by avoiding backbiting,
avoiding slandering others, by avoiding cheating, stealing, and
deceiving others in business transactions...Perform many acts of
worship for Allah alone, according to the sunnah and avoid wronging
others...then and only then will we become truly wealthy and acquire
not only the wealth of this world but also the weaith of the hereafter,
and at the same time avoid bankruptcy and poverty in this world and
the next, by preserving our investments of good deeds and reaping the
benefits in the hereafter.
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