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Brothers and sisters in Islam...This world that we live in is filled with
difficulties, hardships, trials, tribulations and suffering. One day may be
one of joy, happiness and bliss, but they are followed by numerous days
of difficulty. We laugh for a few minutes, but cry for many hours. All of
our situations, feelings, ideas, conditions and circumstances are
constantly changing.

As Allah says:
oAl 5 Ll sl 25T alls

“And these are how the days are (good and not so good), we give to
people by turns” Ali Imran:140

Poverty one moment, wealth the next; peace in one place, war in the
next, health at one time, sickness during other times; might, honor, and
glory at times; followed by humiliation, weakness and disrespect at
other times. Some of us suffering from sickness and diseases, others
suffering from the disrespect of their children towards them, this one is
experiencing hardship because of the bad manner of his wife, while she
is experiencing difficulties because of the disrespect of her husband,
the other one is experiencing hardship because his business is not
earning profits, this is what all of us have experienced throughout our
lives here on this earth. Hardships and difficulties arise on a daily basis,
Muslims throughout the world are experiencing different types of trials
and tribulations. In Burma Muslims are being slaughtered by the
Buddhists, in Iraq and Syria Muslims are being forced to leave their
homelands, in Yemen Muslims have not food nor clean water to drink,
Muslims throughout the world are portrayed as terrorists, mocked at,
slandered, defamed, and disrespected. Looking at the situation
throughout the world and the state of the Muslims is one that may
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disappoint some, and may cause others to lose hope, but be informed
my beloved brothers and sisters that the true believer in Allah, the
creator everything, is in control of all of our affairs. No matter what
leader is governing the country we live in, no matter what situation
we’re in, Allah is the one who plans everything and Allah is the one that
the true believers place their trust in.

There is only one who can completely remove the hardships that the
Muslims are experiencing today, not any leader, not any political party,
not any organization, not any human being...lt is only Allah that can
remove our hardships and difficulties...The one who planned these
occurrences, situations and circumstances...The one who knows the
wisdom behind them...The knower of the unseen...Allah the Most
Magnificent Lord and Creator...Allah is the only one who can answer
the hopeless one, Allah is the only one who can give the despaired one
what He needs...The Muslim needs to be patient during times of
difficulties, and repent to Allah, and supplicate to Allah, and seek
closeness to Allah through good deeds, prayer, charity and patient
perseverance so that Allah will remove these hardships. The Muslim
should not let what happens around him effect his faith in Allah, and
The Muslim should remind himself of the trials and tribulations of the
previous nations that came before us, the trials that the Prophet
Muhammad endured, the companions, and the Muslims throughout
history. Indeed the trials and tribulations of the previous nations were
far more difficult to bare then the difficulties that the Muslims are
experiencing today throughout the world and particularly here in the
west.

Allah sometimes tests us with fear, sometimes with hunger and thirst,
sometimes with poverty, other times with an abundance of wealth,
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sometimes with sickness, sometimes with death, sometimes we’re
tested with our families, and sometimes were tested with our own
selves. Indeed, all of us will be tested according to the level of our faith
and when our faith is stronger, then the test is longer, larger, and more
difficult to bear.
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"O Messenger of Allah(s.a.w)! Which of the people is tried most
severely?" He said: "The Prophets, then those nearest to them, then
those nearest to them. A man is tried according to his religion; if he is
firm in his religion, then his trials are more severe, and if he is frail in his
religion, then he is tried according to the strength of his religion. The
servant shall continue to be tried until he is left walking upon the earth
without any sins."

And the prophet Muhammad said:
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“Great reward comes with great trials. When Allah loves a people, He
tests them, and whoever accepts it attains His pleasure, whereas
whoever shows discontent with it incurs His wrath.”

Allah associated greatness of difficulties and calamities with higher
rewards. So, enduring through lighter problems and challenges has a
smaller reward than enduring greater difficulties and challenges. Given
that this life has its share of challenges and difficulties for all, Allah has
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provided an opportunity of high rewards for those who endure these
challenges with patience rather than with complaints and ingratitude.
And for those who show displeasure and discontent with Allah’s decree
end up in a lose-lose situation because not only they have to live
through their current suffering but also incur Allah’s wrath for their
displeasure and discontent with His decree.

As part of our Islamic faith, we believe that all matters are in the hands
of Allah. However, for some of us our faith can get shaken during times
of trials and hardships. Especially during these times we are
experiencing here in the United States. But be informed my beloved
brothers and sisters that experiencing difficulties and hardships, is good
for the believers, and a sign that Allah means well for a person, as the
Prophet said:

(Al ol 1558 45 210 5 5 3a)
"If Allah wants to do good to somebody, He afflicts him with trials."

Being afflicted by difficulties and hardships is a sign that Allah wants
good for us, and be informed that the more difficult the test, the more
greater the reward, it is during these times though that we should
remind ourselves that a believer’s position and rank is raised in front of
Allah and that these hardships may very well be a sign of Allah’s love
for us. This can help us in maintaining and even strengthening our faith.

So being patient while being tested is to purify us and remove our sins,
may Allah forgive all of us our sins and shortcomings.
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The Prophets of Allah starting from Adam, and Noah, and Abraham,

and Moses, and Jesus, and Muhammad experienced hardships and
difficulties, but they still did not lose hope, nor were they weakened by
them, nor did they lose faith in Allah, rather they faced these hardships

and difficulties head-on with patience, perseverance and firm faith,

listen to what some of them had to experience:
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We complained to Allah's Messenger (2) (about our state) while he was
leaning against his cloak in the shade of the Ka'ba. We said, we're
experiencing extreme hardships and difficulties from the hands of the
disbelievers, won’t you ask Allah to help us? won’t you invoke Allah for
us?" He said, "Among those who were before you a (believer) used to
be captured and a pit used to be dug for him, then he used to be placed
in it. Then a saw used to be brought and put on his head which would
be split into two halves. His flesh might be combed with iron combs and
removed from his bones, yet, all that did not cause him to revert from
his religion. By Allah! This religion (Islam) will be completed (and
triumphant) until a rider (traveler) goes from San’a' (the capital of
Yemen) to Hadramout fearing nobody except Allah and the wolf lest it
should trouble his sheep, but indeed you are impatient ones."



Islam and the Muslims will always be victorious no matter what
hardships we experience. Just keep faith and be patient.

Indeed there are hardships that we’re experiencing here in the USA, but when we compare our
hardships to what our brothers and sisters are facing throughout the Muslim world, they become
insignificant. Here in America we may be looked at in a derogatory way, we may hear hurtful comments,
and we may be discriminated against, but these things are nowhere comparable to what the previous
nations experienced of comments, torture, disrespect, violence and discrimination. Don’t lose hope, nor
despair, these may be times of difficulty, and may be times of fear, but be informed that indeed Allah
has promised his obedient servants that there will be ease after difficulty, and peace after violence and
war, and prosperity after poverty, and good after the bad, as Allah says:

(150 il ga & 150 sl ga 43 )
So, verily, with every difficulty, there is relief, indeed, with every difficulty there is relief.
And Allah says:
“After difficulties, Allah will soon grant relief and ease”

Ease, victory, peace and triumph is coming my brothers and sisters, all we have to do is be patient,
preserve, and be good Muslims. Don’t fear the creation, fear the creator. Allah is in control of all our
affairs, no one can harm us nor benefit us except by the will of Allah...Put your trust in Allah, teach your
children to trust in Allah and fear no one except the creator...Listen to the advice of the prophet to
Abdullah ibn Abaas:
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One day | was behind the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) [riding on the same
mount] and he said, “O young man, | shall teach you some words [of advice]: Be mindful of Allah and
Allah will protect you. Be mindful of Allah and you will find Him in front of you. If you ask, then ask Allah
[alone]; and if you seek help, then seek help from Allah [alone]. And know that if the nation were to
gather together to benefit you with anything, they would not benefit you except with what Allah had
already prescribed for you. And if they were to gather together to harm you with anything, they would
not harm you except with what Allah had already prescribed against you. The pens have been lifted and
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the pages have dried.” In Another narration it reads: Be mindful of Allah, and you will find Him in front
of you. Recognize and acknowledge Allah in times of ease and prosperity, and He will remember you in
times of adversity. And know that what has passed you by [and you have failed to attain] was not going
to befall you, and what has befallen you was not going to pass you by. And know that victory comes with
patience, relief with affliction, and hardship with ease.”

No one can harm us no matter how many people gather against us except by the will of Allah, nor can
anyone protect us except by the will of Allah the Most High. Let’s put our trust in Allah and remember
he’s in control of all of our affairs, and that we may dislike something and it could be good and beneficial
for us, and we could also like something and it could be harmful for us, indeed Allah knows and we do
not know as Allah says:
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“It is possible that you may dislike a thing which is good for you, and that you love a thing which is bad
for you. Indeed Allah knows, and you do not know.”

Second khutbah

Brothers and sisters in Islam, don’t despair or lose hope about the current situation we’re in, don’t be
sad or disappointed...being hopeless, sad, and depressed will not benefit us nor will it make our
situation better. Seek Allah’s aid, trust in Allah’s promise, and take the necessary means to remove any
hardship or difficulty we’re experiencing. Indeed, revering Allah, being conscious of Allah, repenting to
Allah, trusting in Allah, and doing righteous deeds during times of ease is what will remove our
hardships and difficulties.
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“And whoever fears Allah and is conscious of Him, He will make a way out for any difficulty. And Allah
will provide for that person from sources that he could never imagine”

Allah is the one who can remove our hardships, Allah is the one who can change the situation of our
hearts, our ummabh, if we truly believe in Allah and practice Islam, Allah is the one who makes the
mighty people and nations into forgotten civilizations, and Allah is the one who can change weak people
and nations into the most powerful civilizations in the world.

05 583 il B 06 (ol 8 5 05 08) WS i e ol L e
" Cn AT Gaihas gl as UK z 55
The Prophet said concerning the Verse: "Every day He is (engaged) in some affair." "His affairs include

forgiving sins, relieving distress, raising some people (nations) and bringing others low."

One of the companions of the Prophet Muhammad by the name of Ad Dahaak ibn Qais said: ‘Remember
Allah in times of prosperity, and he will remember you and take care of you in times of difficulty. Yunus
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used to revere Allah and make the rememberance of Allah, and when he was in the belly of the whale,
Allah said about him:
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“Had it not been that he used to glorify Allah, then He would certainly have remained inside the belly of
the whale until the Day of Resurrection.”

Why didn’t Yunus remain in the stomach of the whale forever? What did he do during that unimaginable
and frightful situation? He was patient and supplicated to Allah? And What was Yunus’ supplication to
get him out of the belly of the whale?
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“The supplication of Dhun-Nun (Prophet Yunus) when he supplicated, while in the belly of the whale
was: ‘There is none worthy of worship except You, Glory to You, Indeed, | have been of the
transgressors. (La ilaha illa anta subhanaka inni kuntu minaz-zalimin)’ So indeed, no Muslim supplicates
with it for anything, ever, except Allah responds to him.”
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When Allah tested Ayyub, with the loss of his family, the loss of his wealth and
the loss of all his children, and he had nothing left, what did he do? He was
patient and grateful to Allah, and supplicated to Allah to remove His hardships, as
Alllah says about him in the Quran:
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And (remember) Ayub/Job, when He cried to his Lord, "Truly distress and difficulty has overcome me,
but you O Allah are the Most Merciful of those that are merciful. So We listened to him: We removed
the distress and difficulty that was on him, and We restored his people to him, and doubled their
number, as a Grace from Ourselves, and a thing for commemoration, for all who serve Us.

So let us be patient during these times of difficulties and hardships, and let us be constantly grateful to
Allah for what we have of peace, food, shelter, and most importantly safety and security, something
which many other people throughout the world don’t” have. And never forget the words of the prophet
Muhammad:
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"Whoever persists in asking for forgiveness, and constantly makes ‘istigfaar’ Allah will grant him relief
from every worry, and a way out from every hardship, and will grant him provision from (sources) he
could never imagine."
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