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uh ‘.av\ The month of great rewards has come to us in all its beautyand glory. It is an honored guest and a ﬂq% Q
GV )y blessed month;its virtuesare clearand its blessings manifest. No one can enumerate its bounties and q;)

0 P;‘l'\;b", fruits. Whenitcomes, a caller gives this beautiful call: "0 seekerofgood, proceed! O seekerofevil, v
‘:_Qr_,-\" desist! Allah saves some people from Hell."
B\ Q Itis true that the souls of the believers long for Ramadan to come and pure hearts yearn for its arrival.

-‘N:""J.{S Many are those who aspired to reach this month but could not, those who hopedto seize this
Q S opportunity but failed, as they were suddenly overtaken by death and passed away.
(

¢ \}*" The departure of those who have died represents a warning for us, to make us realize that death is
)(\l"' @.ﬁ‘ near; that we are about to leave this world verysoon and that we do not have sufficient provisions for

the long journey we have ahead of us. Thus, we must make haste to avail of the prizes and rewards of
-
Allah The Almighty before no repentance is accepted, no obstacles are removed and no amount of
&
N money can be offered to save someone. Show Allah The Almighty goodness from yourselves. Itis by
q)°\ serious hard work that the winners attain victory and through determination do the successful

k&\ succeed. ‘Aaishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "The Messenger of Allah, used to exert more
"‘G X [in worship] in Ramadan than in other months.” [Muslim]

o \.-“ O slave of Allah, it is time for hard work if you are serious, time for worship if you are ready. The

u-\ (S stream of blessings is pouring out and the door of goodness is open for whoever likes to enter. The
«\l‘\ Prophet, said:"WhenRamadan comes, the gates of Paradise are opened and the gates of Hell 2=

, “J\.ﬁ ciosed and the devils are chained." [Muslim]
oﬁg‘ﬁ Itis time for the one who is used to committingsins and perpetrating crimes and disobedience to
\.‘\ Allah, to regret his misdeeds and repentto Allah The Almighty, as your hopes and rewards are within
N y‘“ reach. Allah The Almightyloves to bestow His favors upon His slaves and to grant them mercy.

Q? Indeed, those who repentare granted His favors only because of His generosity and benevolence.

If you were held captive by sinsin the past, here is the month of Ramadan comingtoyom. It is in this
month when captives are freed, criminals are pardoned and sinners are forgiven. Therefore, do not be
4 ) d.) among the rejected or the losers that the Prophettold us about:
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)<‘ The Prophet, ascended the Minbar (pulpit) and said: “Ameen, ameen, ameen.” It was said, ‘O
‘_r.ﬂ‘ 0 Messenger of Allah, you ascended the pulpitand said,’Ameen, ameen, ameen.”He said: “Jibreel came
/’LJ to me and said, ‘If Ramadan comes and a person is not forgiven, he will enter Hell and Allah will cast
ra’k him far away. Say Ameen.’ So | said Ameen. [Al-Albaani: Hasan Saheeh]
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Brothers and sisters, many months of Ramadan have passedin previous years, yet many people did
not witness a significantchange in themselves, whetherthrough increasing theiracts of worshipor
avoidingsins. They’re still committing the same sins that they we’re doing before and after the last
Ramadan.

The onlyreason is that many of them lose out inthe month of fasting. They are losers, as they have
nevertruly tasted the delightand pleasure of Ramadan nor experienced the happiness and sweetness
of doing good deeds, nor the beauty of the Quran and the guidance it contains to live a happy life.

Year after year, the month of Ramadan passes by and their memories of it are nothing but long hours
of sleep or hungerduring the day, staying up late at night watching movies, on the internet, facebook,
while gossiping and incurringa burden of bad deeds and a heavy bulk of sins.

Some refraining from food, drink and intimacy during the day attaining great reward, but then start
the nights with backbiting, slandering, gossiping, listening to Music, smoking, drinking and consuming
intoxicants...erasing the hard work they put in during the day.

The losers during the month of Ramadan gain nothing by way of good deeds except a little Quran
recited hastily, and prayers performed quickly, more concerned about time and rushing through the
evening, things that do not take even one-tenth of the time that is spentimmersed in desiresand

worldly pleasures. This is serious my brother and sisters...May Allah make us successful and winners
in the month of Ramadan, and help us to avoid beinglosers and doing things that the losers do.

So in order for us to not be from amongst the losers that the Prophet mentioned, we should mention
some of their characteristics.

A loseris one who does not fast with the intention of receiving Allah’s reward, and out of love for
Allah, rather theyfast because it is a cultural tradition or custom, or to conform with the people
around them.

Aloseris the one who doesn’t pray their obligatory prayers throughout the year out of laziness,
disregard and denial, in Ramadan as well as outside of Ramadan.
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“But there came after them successors who neglected prayer and pursued desires; so they are going
to meet evil and a bad result”

A loseris the one whose behaviourdoesn’t change during Ramadan or after Ramadan, they continue
to have terrible manners, deal with the haram, they have bad behavior, foul speech, theycontinue to
lie, backbite, curse and slander, which are all results of a sick and decrepid heart, as the prophetsaid:
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“Whoeverdoesn’t abandon false speech and action upon it and ignorance, then Allah has no need for
one refraining from eating and drinking.”
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A loseris he who wastes his time in Ramadan in doing what displeases Allah The Almighty
Fod) ) a5 5301 ) Al (ol i

“There are people who fast and get nothing from their fast except hunger, and there are those who
pray and get nothing from their prayer but a sleepless night.”

A loseris he who wastes one day of Ramadan after the other, not reading the Quran excepta little,
not praying except wheneverit’s convenientfor him, not coming to Taraweeh exceptfor the Khatam
al Quran night.

A loseris the one who breaks their fast intentionally withoutany valid excuse, thinking that as long as
the people don’tsee themit’s ok to eat and drink. They are losers because they don’t rememberthat
Allah sees them wherevertheyare.
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The losers are those who exertthemselves greatly in the beginning of the month making tawbah, and
seeking forgiveness, but throughout the month theygo back to the sins they were committing before
Ramadan.

A loseris he who is rich but does not spend his money generously in sympathy for the poor or to
develop his local community. He does not take part in feeding the fasting people, helping the pooror
supporting the needy. He stands in contrast and in opposition of his Prophet, who was the most
generous person everin ordinary times, and was even more generousinRamadan as he was likened
to the fast wind that brings rain and benefits others.

These are the losers brother and sisters...

The reason these people experienced loss, is because they weren’t sincere to Allah, and theydid not
truly want to change, so they did not benefit from their time during Ramadan, nor were they eagerto
return back to Allah through seeking repentance and forgiveness. And they themselves are the only
onesto blame...so let us not be from amongst these categories of people who will be from the losers
not only in Ramadan, but for the rest of their lives. May Allah make us from the successful and the
winners, and those that renew their covenant with Allah, and those that recharge our spiritual selves
this Ramadan and continue upon goodness after Ramadan.
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Second Khutbah

Allah, the Most Truthful, described the days of Ramadan as a limited numberof days, intruth. They
pass by quickly and swiftly, and thus, are precious to the righteous and extremelyvaluable and high in
the estimation of the Lord of the Day of Judgment. The winneris he who fills them with good deeds,

struggles with his soul and purifiesit and the loseris he who instills them with corruption and avoids
all goodness.

We mentioned the losers in the first khutbah, so What are the characteristics of the winnersin
Ramadan:

The winners are those that have sincere intentions to fast, pray, and do good deeds for Allah alone,
while hoping for his gracious rewards, those are the ones that the prophetsaid:

(A3 Ca i L A1 38 (Ll g Ulay) (luaa ) ald (1a)

‘Whoever prays Ramadan with faith and sincerely seeking Allah’s reward, then his previous sins will
be forgiven’

They are the ones Allah described in the Quran:
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‘They forsake their beds at night, to invoke their Lord in fear and hope, and they spend (charity in
Allah's Cause) out of what We have bestowed on them.”

The winners are those who the Prophet said about:
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‘Whoeverfasts Ramadan with faith and sincerely seeking Allah’s reward, then his previous sins will be
forgiven.’

The winners are those who are generous in Ramadan, and spend from the wealth and sustenance that

Allah has provided them with, sincerely seeking Allah’s reward alone, not spending their wealth to be
praised or thanked by the people, as Allah says:
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“And they give food in spite of love for it to the needy, the orphan, and the captive,

[Saying], "We feed you only for the countenance of Allah . We wish not from you reward or
gratitude.”



The winners are those whom the Prophet said about:
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If anyone gives as Sadaga the equivalent of a date from that (earning) earned honestly, for Allah
accepts that which is lawful, the Lord would accept it with His Right Hand, and even if it is a date, it

would foster in the Hand of the lord, as one of you s¥ehiscelt, till it becomes bigger than a
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The Winners in Ramadan are those who spend their wealth to remove the sins that they have
committed previously, as the prophet said:

a2 ak s Aidl) Zakd B
“charity extinguishes bad deeds just as water extinguishes fire.”

The winners in Ramadan are those who provide food for the fasting people, as the Prophet said:
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"Whoever provides the food for a fasting person to break his fast with, then for him is the same
reward as his (the fasting person's), without anything being diminished from the reward of the fasting
person.”

The winnersin Ramadan are those who strive to reconcile between others, bring people back
together, unify communities, families and friends...

Unfortunately there are some people who have witnessed many Ramadans and they still have not
reconciled with their brothers and sisters in Islam, they still have hatred towards them, feelings of
jealousy towards them, they would not be forgiven until they reconcile, as the Prophetsaid:
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"The doors of the Garden are opened on Monday and Thursday. Every muslim slave who does not
associate anything with Allah is forgiven except for the man who has enmity between him and his
brother. It is said, 'Leave these two until they have made a reconciliation. Leave these two until they
have made areconciliation.'"

The winners in Ramadan are those who forgive and pardon and overlook their brothers and sisters
past mistakes, just as they would like Allah to overlook and pardon and forgive our mistakes, as Allah
says:
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and let them pardon and overiook. Would you not like that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is
Forgiving and Merciful.

The winners are those who read and ponderover the meanings of the quran inthis blessed month of
Ramadan:

[28] (G255 3 G iy oAl s 3h SN 4 U3 o) (i) 54)

Living your life with the Quran will bring you happiness, bliss, peace, serenity, tranquility, good health
and so much more.

The winners are those who implement the Quran into theirlives, and submitto all of Allah’s
commandments, and Prohibitions givingthem precedence over their desires, personal opinions and
views. The winners are those who adorn themselves with the etiquettes, the manners, and all the
principles laid down in the Quran as was the example of the Prophet Muhammad.

The winners are those who seize this opportunity to get back to reading the Quran...many of us after
reaching an old age may regret not busying ourselves with the Quran and pondering overit’s verses
and surahs.
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Khalid ibn Waleed used to keep the Quran with him all the time, and towards the end of his life he
grabbed the Quran and said: ‘Fighting for the sake of Allah kept me from reading you more’

He was so busy fighting the enemies of Allah, which is considered one of the best forms of worshipin
the sight of Allah....So what is busying us from reading and pondering over the Quran...? What is
busying us from learn more about our religion... is it some other form of worship of Allah like Khalid
ibn Waleed... orisit our worldly affairs and the accumulation of money, wealth, children and status.

The winners in Ramadan are those who make the Quran their companion, as the Quran is the only
companion that will benefit you when everyone else cannot. The Quran will be there after you die,
when your motherand fatherflee from you, whenyour brothers and sisters leave you, when your

children, your familyand all your relatives abandon you.

The Quran will representyou and defend you as the Prophetsaid:
ARLaY s gl 55 Al 408 A0 155 80
‘Read the Quran for indeed it will be an intecessor on the day of resurrection for those who recite it’

The Quran will be a proof either for you if you acted upon it and abided by it’s teachings, and a proof
against you if you disregarded it and it’s teachings.



The winners are those who take heed of the instructions contained in the Quran and open their hearts
to be cured by the Quran, as Allah says:
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O mankind, there has to come to you instruction from your Lord and healing for what is in the breasts
and guidance and mercy for the believers

The winners are those who purify their hearts from diskelief, hypocrisy, hatred and mockery of other

believers, and truly attain continuous piety, as this is the goal of this month of Fasting, Praying, and
Charity, as Allah says:

[31] (G adial a8 Goa il oG8 U aial it b1 ol Gl gl )

O You who believe, fasting has been prescribe for you as it has been prescribed for the previous
nations, so that you will attain piety.’

The winners are those who attain continuous piety and try to reach a physical, spiritual, and
intellectual state that makes one feel as though their whole life is dedicated for Allah’s service and the

service of Islam and the Muslims, He always asks Allah to make him an obedient servant to Him and a
beneficial servant to his community.

And finally my beloved brothers and sisters, one of the best characteristics that those who are seeking
to be winners in Ramadan can have is being successful to make repentance to Allah azza wa jal.

The winneris the one who renews his covenantwith Allah, the winneris the one who repents from
those sins and deficiencies, repents from those mistakes, repents from the lazinesss that made you
miss prayers, not pay zakat, not make hajj, and maybe the disregard of Allah’s commandments.

The winnersin Ramadan are the ones who realize that the doors of repentance and forgiveness are
always open, and seize the opportunity to repent before it'stoo late.

The winners in Ramadan are those who will renew their promise to be obedientto Allah, promise Him
you’ll not be disobedient to Him as well. The winners are those who sincerely regretthe previoussins,

and exert sincere efforts to abandon them and never return back to them again. Listen to what our
magnificentand merciful lord has waiting for these people:
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“Allah the Almighty has said: ‘O Son of Adam, as long as you invoke Me and ask of Me, | shall forgive
you for what you have done, and | shall not mind. O Son of Adam, were your sins to reach the clouds
of the sky and you then asked forgiveness from Me, | would forgive you. O Son of Adam, were you to



come to Me with sins nearly as great as the Earth, and were you then to face Me, ascribing no partner
to Me, | would bring you forgiveness nearly as great as it [too].” ”

So be from amongst the winners this Ramadan, don’t be shy from your lord, don’t think that Allah will
not forgive you, don’t think that your sins are too much...Just sincerelyregretyour sins, make a
promise to neverreturn to it again, turn to Allah in repentance, and follow Allah’s commandments
while avoiding His prohibitions, and we will see much successin our lives.

And be informed O servants of Allah, that Allah loves for us to repentto him and this makes our lord
extremely happy as the Prophet said
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Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His servant than if one of you gets up and he finds his
camel missing in a waterless desert (and then he accidentally finds it).

The winners are those who realize that Allah knows that we commit sins, and Allah knows that we
transgress His limits, and this is why we need to constantly seek Allah’s forgiveness and repentance,
as Allah says:
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Say: “O ‘Ibadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves (by committing evil deeds and
sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.
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