
Sum and Substance: The Sophia of Jesus, Translated by Douglas M. Parrott


Sum & Substance posts are notable phrases to give readers an idea of themes surrounding certain books.

The Sum & Substance of Douglas M. Parrott's, The Sophia of Jesus. 

The Savior said:  
“…Since no one rules over him, he has no name; for whoever has a name is the creation of 
another." 
(BG 84, 13-17 adds: He is unnameable. He has no human form; for whoever has human form is 
the creation of another). 

"And he has a semblance of his own - not like what you have seen and received, but a strange 
semblance that surpasses all things and is better than the universe. It looks to every side and sees 
itself from itself. Since it is infinite, he is ever incomprehensible. He is imperishable and has no 
likeness (to anything). He is unchanging good. He is faultless. He is eternal. He is blessed. While 
he is not known, he ever knows himself. He is immeasurable. He is untraceable. He is perfect, 
having no defect. He is imperishability blessed. He is called 'Father of the Universe’". 

"The Lord of the Universe is not called 'Father', but 'Forefather', the beginning of those that will 
appear, but he (the Lord) is the beginning-less Forefather. Seeing himself within himself in a 
mirror, 
he appeared resembling himself, but his likeness appeared as Divine Self-Father, and <as> 
Confronter over the Confronted ones, First Existent Unbegotten Father. He is indeed of equal age 
<with> the Light that is before him, but he is not equal to him in power.” 

“…this was never heard or known among all the aeons and their worlds until now.” 

"I want you to know that he who appeared before the universe in infinity, 
Self-grown, Self-constructed Father, being full of shining light and ineffable, in the beginning, 
when he decided to have his likeness become a great power, immediately the principle (or 
beginning) of that Light appeared as Immortal Androgynous Man, that through that Immortal 
Androgynous Man 
they might attain their salvation and awake from forgetfulness through the interpreter who was 
sent, who is with you until the end of the poverty of the robbers. 
"And his consort is the Great Sophia, who from the first was destined in him for union by Self- 
begotten Father, from Immortal Man, who appeared as First and divinity and kingdom, for 
theFather, who is called 'Man, Self-Father', revealed this. And he created a great aeon, whose 
name is 'Ogdoad', for his own majesty. 
"He was given great authority, and he ruled over the creation of poverty. He created gods and 
angels, <and> archangels, myriads without number for retinue, from that Light and the tri-male 



Spirit, which is that of Sophia, his consort. For from this, God originated divinity and kingdom. 
Therefore he was called 'God of gods' and 'King of kings’. 

"I want you to know that First Man is called 'Begetter, Self-perfected 
Mind'. He reflected with Great Sophia, his consort, and revealed his first-begotten, androgynous 
son. His male name is designated 'First Begetter, Son of God', his female name, 'First Beget-tress 
Sophia, Mother of the Universe'. Some call her 'Love'. Now First-begotten is called 'Christ'. 
Since he has authority from his father, he created a multitude of angels without number for 
retinue from Spirit 
and Light.” 

Again, his disciples said: "Tell us clearly how they came down from the invisibilities, from the 
immortal to the world that dies?" 
The perfect Savior said: "Son of Man consented with Sophia, his consort, and revealed a great 
androgynous light. His male name is designated 'Savior, Begetter of All Things'. His female 
name is designated 'All-Begettress Sophia'. Some call her 'Pistis'. 
"All who come into the world, like a drop from the Light, are sent by him to the world of 
Almighty, that they might be guarded by him. And the bond of his forgetfulness bound him by 
the will of Sophia, that the matter might be <revealed> through it to the whole world in poverty, 
concerning his (Almighty's) arrogance and blindness and the ignorance that he was named. But I 
came from the places above by the will of the great Light, (I) who escaped from that bond; I have 
cut off the work of the robbers; I have awakened that drop that was sent from Sophia, that it 
might bear much fruit through me, and be perfected and not again be defective, but be <joined> 
through me, the Great Savior, that his glory might be revealed, so that Sophia might also be 
justified in regard to that defect, that her sons might not again become defective but might attain 
honor and glory and go up to their Father, and know the words of the masculine Light. And you 
were sent by the Son, who was sent that you might receive Light,…"


