


Agenda

● BEPS background

● What’s a “covered” building

● What building owners need to 

know

● Performance standards 

● MEA Clean Buildings Hub

● Q&A
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Climate Plan Objectives

● Reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions 

Achieve 60% reduction by 2031 

Achieve net-zero emissions by 2045

● Implement BEPS to help meet these reductions

● Read the plan today @ mde.maryland.gov

1.

2.
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Current Status 
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● BEPS now in effect for Maryland

● Most buildings 35,000 square feet or larger 

are “covered”

● Covered buildings must annually submit a 

benchmarking report starting this year

● First reports are due September 1 2025

● Start meeting phased emissions standards 

in 2030 or pay for excess emissions



Covered Building Types

Preliminary analysis
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Covered Building Map

Preliminary analysis
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How to Get Started

Benchmarking

Annually, 
starting in 2025
Use ENERGY STAR 
Portfolio Manager to 
track annual energy 
use and greenhouse 
gas emissions
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How to Get Started

Benchmarking

Annually, 
starting in 2025
Use ENERGY STAR 
Portfolio Manager to 
track annual energy 
use and greenhouse 
gas emissions

Assessment

Annually, 
starting in 2025
Determine if 
changes are needed 
to achieve the 
standards
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How to Get Started

Benchmarking

Annually, 
starting in 2025
Use ENERGY STAR 
Portfolio Manager to 
track annual energy 
use and greenhouse 
gas emissions

Achieve Standards

Annually, 
starting in 2030
Achieve standards 

OR
Achieve partial 
compliance and make 
alternative compliance 
payment

Alternative Compliance 
Payment 

Assessment

Annually, 
starting in 2025
Determine if 
changes are needed 
to achieve the 
standards
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Building Owner To-Do List

1. Determine coverage status, search BEPS Portal, and/or submit 
relevant forms

2. Start benchmarking 

3. Assess whether the building is already achieving the standards

4. If not meeting the standards, plan to make improvements and 
determine when it’s preferable to pay for the building’s excess 
emissions

12



Performance Standards 

● Phased reduction of on-site “direct” 
emissions by type of building
1. Interim Standard 1 (2030 - 2034)
2. Interim Standard 2 (2035 - 2039)
3. Final Standard Net-Zero (2040 +) 

● MDE intends to adopt an energy 
efficiency standard, called site energy 
use intensity (EUI) in 2027 – and 
recommends not installing inefficient 
electric equipment
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Building owners have a long runway!
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Noncompliance: Benchmarking

● Failure to submit a benchmarking report would put the building owner in 
violation of the requirements of the BEPS regulation. 

● Violations are reviewed and enforced on a case by case basis by the MDE Air 
and Radiation Administration Compliance Program, and enforcement may 
range from warnings to fees. 

● We encourage people to reach out as soon as possible if they have any 
concerns about being able to complete a timely submission, as we understand 
people are learning to navigate the requirements of this new regulation.
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Data Process

Building 
owners

Maryland 
Department 

of the 
Environment

MD BEPS 
Portal 
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https://mdbeps.mde.state.md.us/
https://mdbeps.mde.state.md.us/
https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/login?testEnv=false


BEPS Portal 
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https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/ClimateChange/Pages/bepsgetstartedportal.aspx


ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager

Free
online trainings 

Service provider 
directory
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https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/training
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/training
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/save-energy-commercial-buildings/expert-help/find-spp/spp-directory
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/save-energy-commercial-buildings/expert-help/find-spp/spp-directory


Data Acquisition
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● Electric and gas companies 
have 90 days to provide your 
data upon request in 2025, 30 
days every year thereafter

● Be cognizant of September 1 
deadline 

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/ClimateChange/Documents/Connecting%20with%20your%20energy%20data%20provider.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/ClimateChange/Documents/Connecting%20with%20your%20energy%20data%20provider.pdf


Info Sessions & Working Groups

Signup today on the BEPS website
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoRsFZhVsf3Rl3GICyJsrexxM65pUxO0Q
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/ClimateChange/Pages/BEPS.aspx
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MDDOE/signup/43621


Clean Buildings Hub: Helping you 
funding & finance BEPS 

Rebecca Price, Manager, Maryland Clean Buildings Hub
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Maryland Energy Administration 101
The Maryland Energy Administration’s mission is to promote clean, 
affordable, reliable energy and energy-related greenhouse gas emission 
reductions to benefit Marylanders in a just and equitable manner.

○ Grants 
○ Loans
○ Rebates 
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Maryland Clean Buildings Hub
The Hub CAN: 
✓ Help you understand available 
funding and financing opportunities 
& alert you to new ones
✓ Connect you to technical 
assistance 
✓ Point you to resources to help you 
get started

The Hub CANNOT: 
X Apply for incentives on your 
behalf
X Endorse a vendor or contractor 
X Give tax or legal advice 
X Provide explicit recommendations 
on measures or pathways to 
pursue



Connect with the Hub 

building.decarbonization@maryland.gov 

energy.maryland.gov/Pages/MDCleanBuildingsHub 

https://tinyurl.com/ywjt7pf5
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mailto:building.decarbonization@maryland.gov
http://energy.maryland.gov/Pages/MDCleanBuildingsHub


Snapshot: funding & financing BEPS

● MEA Commercial, Industrial, and Agricultural Grant 
Program 

● MEA Jane E. Lawton Loan Program 
● EmPOWER utility rebates 
● Federal 179D Tax Deduction 
● Maryland Clean Energy Center (green bank) 
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Energy utility EmPOWER rebates

Maryland Clean Energy Center Technical assistance program
Low-interest financing
Property assessed clean energy (PACE)

Maryland Energy Administration: Grants
Lawton Loan

Internal Revenue Service 179D Tax Deduction

Out-of-Pocket: Capital budget
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Layer Cake Project Financing 



Q&A

BEPS Team

beps.mde@maryland.gov

410-537-3183
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Clean Buildings Hub

building.decarbonization
@maryland.gov


