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Peacemakers

Blessed are the 
peacemakers for they will 
be called children of God -
Matt 5:9

…to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether things 
on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed 
on the cross - Col 1:20
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"a situation in which 
interdependent people express 
(manifest or latent) differences 
in satisfying their individual 
needs and interests, and they 
experience interference from 
each other in accomplishing 
these goals.“
(Donohue and Kolt)
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Alastair McKay
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In the Church we often regard conflict 
as unspiritual, unscriptural, 
undesirable and unproductive.

If it is present – we ignore it
If it persists – we deny it
If it speaks – we silence it
If it becomes public – we hide from it
When it becomes threatening – we 
destroy those who champion it 
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Elements of 
Conflict 
Transformation

Episode - the specific 
presenting event

Epicentre - underlying context 
and patterns of behaviour

Conceptual framework - that 
which connects the problem 
with the relationship
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Reconciliation



© Acorn Christian Foundation 2015
19





© Acorn Christian Foundation 2015

Forgiveness is:

Giving up the right to be right

Giving up the right to revenge

Giving up the right of justification

Accepting the gift of beginning again

Embracing the future not rehearsing the past

Facing honestly our pain and disappointment
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Three-fold facilitators to transform

broken relationships
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Definition 

of 

Listening

Giving people space to 

explore their concerns 

without interruption or 

interpretation

An act of respect and 

service that requires us 

to put the other person’s 

story before our own
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Definition 

of Healing

A journey into wholeness 

and well -being.

A process of transforming 

disease into ease where 

there is fuller harmony of 

mind, body and spirit.   

This is true shalom.
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Definition of 

Reconciliation

Growing a new relationship 

out of the ashes of the old.

A process of restoring 

broken relationships 

between individuals and 

between communities.           
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