Why Do Travel Advisors charge a

Planning Fee?

Just like other service-based professionals
—think interior designers, financial planners,
photographers, or even attorneys—travel
advisors provide a specialized, time-
intensive service that goes far beyond
simply booking a trip.

Here's a helpful comparison:

. Interior Designers charge design fees
before sourcing furniture or decor, even
if they receive vendor commissions.
Why? Because their expertise, vision, and
time are what clients are truly paying for.

-;_a S5y . Photographers require a deposit before

showing up with their camera—not
W y DO We C apg because they don’t love what they do,
creative skills are valuable.

but because their planning, time, and
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. Attorneys and Legal Advisors From in-depth destination research and
personalized itinerary design to managing

complex logistics and monitoring evolving travel
trends and safety protocols, our work is
comprehensive and client-focused. In fact, our
commitment to your journey often begins well
before any bookings are made—and extends
long after your trip begins.

Attorneys charge retainer fees to begin
work. Their services are often billed by the
hour, regardless of the outcome, because
clients are paying for their legal expertise
and strategy, not just the paperwork.

- Hair Stylists & Makeup Artists Especially
for weddings or events, professionals
often require a deposit or trial fee up
front. You're securing their time, skill, and
preparation

The Planning Fee: What It Covers
- Time and expertise to create a trip that
reflects your vision and priorities
- Research of vetted accommodations, tours,
and transportation options
« Exclusive access to industry contacts and
perks not found online

. Contractors & Architects Before a
single nail is hammered, you'll pay for

consultations, blueprints, or design . Flexibility to revise and fine-tune your trip as
proposals. Even if you go elsewhere later, Nneeded

that initial fee covers the intellectual and « Professional handling of every travel detail—
logistical labor involved. so you don’t hawve to

« Direct support if anything unexpected
comes up before or during your trip
A travel advisor works the same way.
While we may receive commissions from In short: The planning retainer honors the work,
travel suppliers on select bookings, these do time, and care that go into crafting an
not reflect the full scope of the service and  experience that’s unique to you. Just like any
expertise we provide. trusted professional, we're here to guide you
with expertise, integrity, and personalized
attention—starting from day one.



